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ABSTRACT: This review paper is about
government initiative SWAYAM (Study Webs of
Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) that was
launched on 9 July, 2017 for promoting and
increasing the online learning. Its main aim is to
provide best quality learning material to students and
making education accessible to all, regardless of
geographical constraints. This platform is made by
the Ministry of Human Resource Development and
All India Council for Technical Education, with
support from Microsoft. The courses provided under
swayam are from class 9" to post graduation that can
be accessed by anyone, anywhere at any time at free
of cost but for certification one should have to
register for final proctored exams that come at
nominal fee. it is designed to achieve the three
cardinal principles of Education Policy that are
access, equity and quality with the help of nine
national coordinators which are AICTE, NPTEL,
CEC, UGC, NCERT, NIOS, IGNOU, IIMB and
NITTTR. The courses hosted on SWAYAM are in 4
quadrants — first one is video lecture, second is e-
conent that are specially prepared reading material
that can be downloaded/printed next is self-
assessment tests through tests and quizzes and last
one is an online discussion forum for clearing the
doubts. And the SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of
40 DTH channels devoted to telecasting of high-
quality educational programmes on 24 X7 basis using
the GSAT-15 satellite that was launched on 7 july,
2017 and its main purpose is to impart the qualitative
education to students particularly those who could
not join their courses regular basis and have been
residing in remote areas where institutions and
colleges are not easily accessible. Every day, there
will be new content for at least four hours which
would be repeated five more times in a day, allowing
the students to choose the time of their convenience.
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The contents are provided by NPTEL, IITs, UGC,
CEC, IGNOU, NCERT and NIOS. The INFLIBNET
Centre maintains the web portal.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

Swayam (Study Webs of Active Learning
for Young Aspiring Minds) is an initiative by the
Government of India to offer online courses and
facilitate lifelong learning for students, professionals,
and anyone keen on acquiring new skills. Swayam in
Hindi and Sanskrit means, ‘self”. SWAYAM portal
came into existence for the learners to indulge in
self-learning or self-inspired study, hence the
name.The SWAYAM self program by the Indian
government aims to share high-quality learning
materials with everyonethrough digital means,
making education accessible to all, regardless of
geographical constraints. It's a platform made by the
Ministry of Human Resource Development and All
India Council for Technical Education, with support
from Microsoft, to bring high-quality teaching
resources to al. SWAYAM, was launched on July 9,
2017 by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development to provide one integrated platform and
portal for online courses and it is designed to achieve
the three cardinal principles of Education Policy viz.,
access, equity and quality. The objective of this effort
is to take the best teaching learning resources to all,
including the most disadvantaged. SWAYAM seeks
to bridge the digital divide for students who have
hitherto remained untouched by the digital revolution
and have not been able to join the mainstream of the
knowledge economy.This is done through a platform
that facilitates hosting of all the courses, taught in
classrooms from Class 9 till post-graduation to be
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accessed by anyone, anywhere at any time.
Renowned professors and subject matter experts
from top Indian institutions create and conduct these
courses.All the courses are interactive, prepared by
the best teachers in the country and are available, free
of cost to any learner. More than 1,000 specially
chosen faculty and teachers from across the country
have participated in preparing these courses.Upon
successful completion of courses, learners can obtain
certificates recognized by various educational and
professional  entities.The courses hosted on
SWAYAM are in 4 quadrants — (1) video lecture, (2)
specially prepared reading material that can be
downloaded/printed (3) self-assessment tests through
tests and quizzes and (4) an online discussion forum
for clearing the doubts. Steps have been taken to
enrich the learning experience by using audio-video
and multi-media and state of the art pedagogy /
technology.On the other hand SWAYAM Parbha is a
group of DTH channels devoted to telecasting quality
educational programmes 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. It operates using the GSAT-15 satellite. That
was inaugurated on 07 July, 2017. These channels
broadcast educational material, lectures, and
demonstrations related to various courses available
on Swayam.Swayam Prabha hosts new content daily
for at least (4) hours. This gets repeated 5 more times
in a day, allowing students to choose the time of their
convenience. The channels are uplinked from BISAG
(Bhaskaracharya Institute of Space Applications and
Geo-Informatics), Gandhinagar. The contents are
provided by NPTEL, IITs, UGC, CEC, IGNOU,
NCERT and NIOS. The INFLIBNET Centre
maintains the web portal. This is primarily aimed at
making quality learning resources accessible to
remote areas where internet availability is still a
challenge.Swayam has had a substantial impact by
democratizing education, especially in regions where
quality education was not easily accessible. It has
empowered learners to upskill, reskill, and pursue
their academic interests without significant financial
burdens.Overall, Swayam and Swayam Prabha aim
to revolutionize the education landscape by
leveraging technology to make learning resources
available to every learner, contributing to the nation's
goal of universalizing education.

1. REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Gourish Chandra Mondal (2019) clarified
that Integrating the SWAYAM initiative into the
formal education system holds immense potential in
achieving the nation's vision of universal education
access. Through careful planning and execution,
SWAYAM can serve as a cornerstone in the

government of India's Digital India and Skill India
missions, significantly contributing to their success.

Sivakumar Ramaraj (2019) highlights
that there is an insufficiency in awareness among
student-teachers regarding MOOCs like SWAYAM.
It reveals a lack of basic understanding and confusion
about the role of MOOCs in teacher training,
particularly regarding Indian initiatives such as
SWAYAM. It concludes that there's an urgent
necessity not only to enhance comprehension of
MOOCs among student-teachers but also to offer
resources enabling them to incorporate MOOCs into
their everyday classroom practices. Despite these
challenges, the future for MOOQOCs in India appears
promising.

Rupali S., Ambadkar. (2020) analyzed that
the advent of Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOC:s) has significantly driven the modernization
of technical education in India. The Indian
Government's  indigenous MOOC  platform,
SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active-Learning for
Young Aspiring Minds), has been established to
provide accessible, equitable, and high-quality
education to all enrolled participants. The success of
SWAY AM hinges on the self-learning capabilities of
its students.A primary factor influencing the
utilization of MOOCs as an educational tool was the
lack of ICT skills among learners.

Dr. M. BALASUBRAMANIAM
(2021)The study found that 45.46% of student-
teachers possess a high level of awareness about
MOOCs-SWAYAM, largely due to their active
engagement in e-learning. However, 24.74% of
student-teachers exhibit a low level of awareness
owing to limited exposure to MOOCs-SWAYAM.
Additionally, the research indicates that female
student-teachers specifically lack adequate awareness
regarding MOOCs-SWAYAM.

Dr. Kanakappa Pujar (2021) The findings
indicate that female respondents exhibit greater
engagement in online courses compared to their male
counterparts.  Particularly, postgraduate students
show a keen interest in leveraging online courses as
it offers flexibility, enabling them to learn at their
convenience. The availability of e-content round the
clock allows students to grasp concepts at their own
pace. Moreover, the survey highlights a strong
interest among learners in the SWAYAM program,
recognizing its capacity to offer fresh knowledge and
foster lifelong learning.

Singh T. et.al., (2022)found that more than
70% of those surveyed dedicate time to SWAYAM
courses and believe they contribute positively to their
knowledge acquisition. Findings suggest that while
SWAYAM courses are seen as flexible, innovative,
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and interactive tools, they may not significantly
enhance employability and could pose usability
challenges.

Mishel Elizabeth Jacob (2022) shows that
Students express that participating in online courses
through SWAYAM allows them flexibility in
managing their time effectively. The primary appeal
of SWAYAM courses lies in this flexibility, which
students highly value. Additionally, the credibility of
the programs offered by esteemed institutions such as
IITs, NITs, etc., serves as a compelling factor that
attracts enrollments in SWAY AM courses.

Sakil Mahaldar., (2023) concluded that
swayam platform serves as a valuable opportunity for
individuals who lack access to traditional education.
It enables students to cultivate their skills effectively,
offering a pathway to transfer credits within the
platform.

SWAYAM BOARD

SWAYAM Board (SB) shall be the Body
for managing the SWAYAM and SWAYAM Prabha
by coordinating the work of technical and academic
bodies so as to deliver high quality online education.

SWAYAM ACADEMIC BOARD

There shall be a SWAYAM Academic Board
responsible for guiding the National Coordinators
and for laying down quality standards.

SCOPE

The SWAY AM shall cover the following:

1.  Curriculum based course content covering
diverse disciplines such as arts,science,
commerce, performing arts, social sciences and
humanities, engineering, technology, law,
medicine, agriculture etc. in higher education
domain

2. School education 9-12 levels modules, for
teacher training as well as teaching and learning
aids to learners to help them understand the
subjects better and also to help them in better
preparedness for competitive examinations for
admissions to professional degree programme.

3. Skill based courses, which covers both post
higher secondary school skills that are presently
the domain of polytechnics as well as skill
certified by the sector skill councils of various
ministries.

4. Advanced curriculum and  professional
certification under a unified scheme in higher
education domain that can be tailored to meet
the demands of choice based credit system
CBCS currently being implemented in India
under graduate level.

5. Curricula and courses that can meet the needs
of life long learners.

6. Independent courses which may not be part of
any set curriculum and may be taught as
awareness  courses, continuing education
programme and for training of specific skill sets.

NATIONAL COORDINATORS

In order to improve the quality of education,

SWAY AM has 9 coordinators and they are:

1) AICTE (All India Council for Technical
Education) for self-paced and international
courses and at present it offers 91courses.

2) NPTEL (National Programme on Technology
Enhanced Learning) for Engineering and at
present it offers720 courses.

3) UGC (University Grants Commission) for
non-technical post-graduation education and 4
Courses offers by UGC.

4) CEC (Consortium for Educational
Communication) for under-graduateeducation
and 153 courses are offered by it.

5) NCERT (National Council of Educational
Research and Training) for school education
and it offers 28 no. of courses.

6) NIOS (National Institute of Open Schooling)
for school education and it offers 42 courses.

7) IGNOU (Indira Gandhi National Open
University) for out-of-school students and it
offers 191 courses.

8) IIMB (Indian Institute of Management,
Bangalore) for management studieslIMB and
at present there are offered 56 courses of 11IMB.

9) NITTTR (National Institute of Technical
Teachers Training and Research) for the
Teacher Training program and it offers 31

courses. (Source: swayam.gov.in)

The participation for SWAYAM 9 National Coordinators.
NPTEL has provided certification to 1896504 students
with 1st rank, CEC student successful Certification
59215are with 2nd rank and IGNOU students with
successful Certification of 24154.

And the overall participation for SWAYAM 9
National Coordinators, they have 203
partnering institutes, completed courses
(10612), student enrollment (37995411), exam
registrations  (3927136), and issue of
successful certificates (2041172) as per the
Dec. 2023.
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COURSES
There are five types of courses :

School - for those who have not finished their
school yet.

Certificate - to enhance your skill set
Diploma- to enhance your employability
UG - to acquire specialization

PG - to master your skill

COURSE CATALOG

Annual Refresher Programme in teaching
Architecture and Planning
Engineering and Technology
Humanities and Arts

Law

Management and Commerce
Maths and Science

NPTEL Domain

School

10. Teacher Education

Contents of 27 PG MOOCs offered in
SWAYAM have been translated into 8 Indian
languages (Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi, Bangla, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam, Tamil).

© O N ook wDNRE

BENEFICARIES OF SWAYAM

The initiative of SWAYAM is available all across the

country. The beneficiary includes —

1) Students studying in class 9th to Post-
graduation.

2)  Students belong to streams such as arts, science,
engineering, commerce, performing arts,
medicine, humanities, law, agriculture, etc.

3) Students in Afghanistan — In 2019, the central
government allowed students and faculty of
Educational Institutions in Afghanistan to enroll
in and use the SWAYAM MOOC Courses.

HOW TO ACCESS SWAYAM

1.  Visit the Swayam portal website.

2. Browse through the available courses based on
your interests or educational needs.

3. Enroll in courses and start learning at your
convenience.

BENEFITS OF SWAYAM PORTAL

1) Cost-Effective: can learn whichever course
you like free of cost. However, you would
have to pay a nominal fee for the certificates
after the exams.

2) Carefully Crafted Courses: These courses
have been prepared by more than 1,000 faculty
members and teachers who were carefully
selected from across the nation. Audio-video
and multimedia tools are used to enhance the
learning experiences of the learners. Thus,
SWAYAM NPTEL (National Programme on
Technology Enhanced Learning) courses open
a door of possibilities for all learners.

3) Systematic Learning: SWAYAM portal has
adopted a systematic approach to facilitate the
learning process for the learners. There are
four kinds of quadrants available for them to
learn the course. It includes video lectures,
downloadable or printable study documents
prepared by the best teachers, ready-made
quizzes and tests for self-assessment purposes.
The learners can attend the exams and pass
them to receive the certification.

4) Better Opportunities: Learners can learn
courses that are in demand and can achieve
better career opportunities. In this approach,
NPTEL SWAYAM courses are providing
students with a diverse range of possibilities.

5) Career Transition: Individuals who are
interested in switching to a different career
from their current ones can opt for SWAYAM
courses. Learners can pursue courses for up-
scaling their skill sets and to land the jobs of
their choice.

6) Self-Paced Learning:Since the  study
resources are available online, learners can
access the study materials anytime. They are
always available on the SWAYAM portal,
hence, it paves the way for self-paced learning.

7) Credit Transfer: The UGC (Credit
Framework for Online Learning Courses
Through SWAYAM) Regulation 2016 has
been released, instructing Universities to
identify courses where credits can be
transferred to students' academic records for
courses taken on SWAYAM.

SWAYAM PARBHA

The SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of 40
DTH channels devoted to telecasting of high-quality
educational programme on 24X7 basis using the
GSAT-15 satellite. Every day, there will be new
content for at least four hours which would be
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repeated five more times in a day, allowing the
students to choose the time of their convenience. The
channels are uplinked from BISAG-N, Gandhinagar.
The contents are provided by NPTEL, IITs, UGC,
CEC, IGNOU, NCERT and NIOS. The INFLIBNET
Centre maintains the web portal. SWAYAM
PRABHA also provides learning platform via DTH
channels available for the learners of higher studies.
Curriculum-based courses are also provided here for
(UG) under graduate level and (PG) post graduate
level learners, it covers different disciplines such as
science, art, commerce, social science, engineering
and technology, humanities, agriculture, law, and
medicine etc. SWAYAM PRABHA provides
different DTH channels for higher education learners
named as Vageesh, Sanskriti, Prabodh, Saaraswat,
Prabandhan, Vidhik, Kautilya, Aryabhatt, Spandan,
Daksh and channel 11 to channel 22 for humanities,
social science, economics, commerce and finance,
science, engineering and computer field etc

1. OBJECTIVE
The prime purpose to develop such program
is to impart the qualitative education to students
particularly those who could not join their courses
regular basis and have been residing in remote areas
where institutions and colleges are not easily
accessible.

FEATURES

1. Students can choose the schedule to access the
channels according to their convenience as new
contents for at least four hours which would be
repeated 5 more times in a day.

2. It offers the academic contents from very basic
to post graduate level

3. It assists the students of class 11th & 12th
prepare the competitive examinations.

4. Through SMS alert the students can prepare
their schedule accordingly to attend the
channels.

5. Archieve videos

ADVANTAGES

1. The SWAYAM is free of cost for any Indian for
learning but he has to pay for certificate.

2. The SWAYAM is tailor maid to Indian scenario
and are complimentary to formal education in India.
3. The accessibility of quality teachers was limited to
the institutes like IIT’s, IIM’s, and top most
Universities and institutions of India but through
SWAYAM the learner in any corner of the county
can have access to these top most teachers of the
county.

4. The courses will add to the skill India program.

5. The quality of learner is evaluated by the same
parameters at national level so the outcome will be
the same at national level. It will helps in maintaining
the stand of education in India.

6. The high quality education will reach to the mass
at minimum cost and efforts by the government

V. CONCLUSION

Swayam has had a substantial impact by
democratizing education, especially in regions where
quality education was not easily accessible. It has
empowered learners to upskill, reskill, and pursue
their academic interests without significant financial
burdens.Overall, Swayam and Swayam Prabha aim
to revolutionize the education landscape by
leveraging technology to make learning resources
available to every learner, contributing to the nation's
goal of universalizing education.
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