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ABSTRACT 
Kashmir, about which a Mughal ruler once said 

that if there is heaven anywhere in the world, it is 

here. Kashmir, which Maharaja Hari Singh wanted 

to make a new country like Switzerland. Kashmir 

was a state where the majority of the population 

was Muslim and King was Hindu. And according 

to the Two Nation Theory and the India 

Independence Act 1947, Kashmir should have gone 

to Pakistan. Patel also had the same opinion that 

the majority population of Kashmir is Muslim so it 

should go with Pakistan. But Nehru wanted 

Kashmir to join India. Perhaps the reason for this 

might have been Nehru's own personal interest that 

Nehru's ancestors come from Kashmir. On the 

other hand, Raja Hari Singh was dreaming of an 

independent Kashmir, which would neither go with 

India nor with Pakistan. Another princely state in 

India was Junagadh, whose majority population 

was Hindu, so it should have merged with India. 

But Pakistan merged it with itself. Later, Patel got 

it back into India, and from hereSardar Patel also 

changed his mind that Pakistan cannot decide 

partition policy as per its own convenience. After 

this, Patel wanted to merge Kashmir with India by 

any means.After that, how did Pakistan attack 

Kashmir and try to capture it? This article also 

deals with the emerging situations in Kashmir 

between 22
nd

October 1947- 28
th

October 1947. 

Then what Legal formalities India have to fulfill 

before sending its army over there? Then how in 

the end Britain advised India to take the Kashmir 

issue to the UN and did not even support India in 

the UN. 

 

Keywords: Convenience, Emerging, 
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―One thing before starting, whenever history is 

written, it is written in the language of ifs and buts. 

As in "If this had happened then that could have 

happened". One cannot go back in history, but one 

can definitely rewind what might have been the 

circumstances due to which that historical event 

took place.‖ 

 

I. Geographical Position of Kashmir and 

USSR 
When you will see the Geographical map 

of Jammu and Kashmir, you will see that on one 

side there is Pakistan and on the other side there is 

China. If you look more carefully at the map, you 

will find that its northwest i.e. the area of 

GilgitBaltistan connects to Afghanistan and further 

to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Further the way 

towards the other countries of Central Asia. That is 

why Jammu and Kashmir is also known as 

Gateway to Central Asia. Central Asia have five 

countries namely Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, 

Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. India 

has deep ties with Central Asian countries since 

very long. India trades with Central Asia since Old 

Harappan times. USSR
[1]

 was expanding itself after 

1922 and many countries including these 5 

countries were also the part of USSR Central Asia. 

The Soviet Union had control over the entire 

Central Asia and on one side of its border was 

China and on the other side Afghanistan .At that 

time China was going through Communist 

Movement. The Soviet Union was also involved in 

the communist movement during late 20s. Through 

these times The Great Britain start feeling insecure 

regarding India. Because Britain feared that the 

Soviet Union could enter Kashmir through Khyber 

Pass and may attack on India, which was the most 

valuable colony of the British. The British found a 

solution to this, they took the area of 

GilgitBaltistan from Maharaja
[2]

(King)Hari Singh 

on a lease
[3]

for 60 years in 1935 and established an 

Army of Gilgit scouts there. An army contingent 

named GilgitScouts was also deployed. The valley 

belonged to Majority of Muslims, but the king was 

Hindu and most of the people on Government post 

were also Hindus, then came a Muslim leader 

whose name was Sheikh Abdullah. He became 

very popular in the people Kashmir by talking 
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about the Muslim people. But he does not shares 

the good bond with the king. Sheikh Abdullah used 

to say that ―We the Muslims are the majority of 

this state. Our contribution is the highest in 

revenue. But still we are being exploited. We are 

not taken into government jobs. This discrimination 

against Muslims is happening due to religious 

prejudices. ―After the mid-40s of 20
th

 Century, 

Second World War was ended and the Cold War 

began. Many countries of world got divided into 

two factions. One faction was going with Britain 

and US and the other was going with USSR. India 

was already under British rule, so automatically 

India was on the British side during Cold war. 

 

 
Figure 1: Geographical Map of USSR in 1925 

1. Importance of Kashmir 

Britain who took the GilgitBaltistan so 

that USSR could not invade India, now the same 

Britain needed GilgitBaltistan in a different way. 

India was about to become independent, due to 

which Britain's intervention also ends here. But 

Britain needed GilgitBaltistan against the Soviet 

Union. Britain also sees Pakistan as a better player 

in the Cold War than India. Just 15 days before the 

country's independence, on 1
st
 August, 1947 the 

British relinquish this 60 year lease, in only 12 

Years, which was taken on lease with Maharaja 

Hari Singh. And this part came back under the 

control of Raja Hari Singh. Accordingly, The Gilgit 

Scout also became part of the Jammu and Kashmir 

Army and its command was handed over to British 

Major William Brown. Now British was assuming 

that Kashmir would go with Pakistan. There were 

two big reasons for this, like Ram Chandra Kak, 

the then Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, 

did not agree with Nehru's Kashmir policy.Nehru 

had a good friendship with Sheikh Abdullah and it 

is said that there was always a tussle between Ram 

Chandra Kak and Abdullah. Kakalso states that he 

was informed by Mountbatten that Kashmir should 

go with Pakistan rather than India. Mountbatten 

argued for this that Kashmir, due to its geography 

and population being more Muslim, was more 

related to Pakistan than India.  

 

2. Stand of Lord Mountbatten and 

MaharajHari Singh on Kashmir 
When Mountbatten reached Kashmir on 

22nd of June 1947, he explained to Raja Hari Singh 

that ―freeing of Kashmir would not be practical‖. 

Mountbatten assured that before 15
th

August, if Raja 

Hari Singh decides to go to any of India or 

Pakistan, then there will be no problem. 

Mountbatten also told the Maharaja that if Kashmir 

merges with Pakistan, India will not have any 

problem, Sardar Patel himself has given me this 

assurance” 
[4]

.Due to politics in the court of 

Maharaja Hari Singh, he removed Ram Chandra 

from the post of Prime Minister on 11
th

August 

1947.In later days,Mountbatten gave an interview 

to Larry Collins.This interview has been published 

in 1984 in a book named ―Mountbatten and 

Independent India‖. It contains details of the 

conversation between Mountbatten and Maharaja 

Hari Singh in June 1947. ―I MUST tell you 

honestly. I wanted Kashmir to join Pakistan,‖ Lord 

Mountbatten, free India‘s first Governor General, 

further he adds ―the fact I gave to Hari Singh that 

there was more Muslim in his state, hence he 

should go with Pakistan‖
[5] 

. Maharaja Hari Singh 
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awrote a letter in later days (1952) to President of 

India,Rajendra Prasad ―Lord Mountbatten then 

urged me and my Prime Minister, Kak, not to 

make any declaration of Independence but to find 

out, in one way or another, the will of the people 

of Kashmir as soon as possible and to announce 

our intention by 14
th

August to send representatives 

accordingly to one Constituent Assembly or the 

other. Lord Mountbatten further told us that the 

newly created States Department was prepared to 

give an assurance that if Kashmir went to Pakistan, 

it would not be regarded as an unfriendly act by 

the Government of India. Lord Mountbatten 

stressed the dangerous situation in which Kashmir 

would find itself if it lacked the support of one of 

the two Dominions by the date of the transfer of 

power‖
[6]

.Mountbatten told Larry Collins, ―I 

myself wanted that Jammu and Kashmir should be 

the part of Pakistan, but Radcliffe, who had made 

the partition map at the time of partition of the 

country, gave Gurdaspur to India instead of 

Pakistan. Due to which a land link was formed 

between India and Kashmir‖
[7]

.But Maharaja Hari 

Singh was not in favor of merging into any of the 

country. He wanted to make an Independent 

Kashmir for which he also signed a standstill 

agreement with both the nations, which Pakistan 

immediately accepted, but India asked for further 

discussions. MaharajHari Singh was dreaming to 

develop valleys of Kashmir like Switzerland, the 

valleys for which Mughal Ruler Babur once said 

―Is duniyamein agarkahijannathaitoh bas 

yahihai,yahihai, yahihai ("If there's a heaven on 

earth, it is here, it is here, it is here"). Not only this, 

Raja Hari Singh was behaving like a dictator. This 

can be understood from this incident that, once 

Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who became the Governor 

General of Pakistan, was not feeling well those 

days, his doctor advised him to take clean air, and 

which place could be better than Kashmir? Jinnah's 

choice was Kashmir for clean air and it was heaven 

on earth. Jinnah sent his representative to Kashmir, 

approached Raja Hari Singh that Jinnah wanted to 

come to Kashmir, Raja Hari Singh's reply was that 

Jinnah is not allowed to come to Kashmir. 

Similarly once Sheikh Abdullah was put in jail by 

Raja Hari Singh, then Nehru was unhappy with 

Raja Hari Singh and wanted to go to Kashmir 

himself to advocate Sheikh Abdullah, but far from 

listening to Nehru, Hari Singh stopped him from 

entering Kashmir, but also Maharaja prohibited 

Nehru on visiting Kashmir. 

 

 
Figure 2: Sardar Patel with Maharaja Hari Singh 

3. Nehru’s Kashmir and Patel’s Junagadh 

Initially Sardar Patel, the first Home 

Minister of Independent India was not very much 

interested in merging Kashmir with India. On the 

other side, Prime Minister Nehru was more 

interested in Kashmir, may be because ―his 

Ancestors Raj Kaul was a Kashmiri Pandit and 

shares the old ties with Kashmir‖. During the Cold 

War era, Britain and America had put all their 

efforts to ensure that Kashmir should go to 

Pakistan. But a diplomat like Pandit Nehru stood 

like a pillar in front of all the powers of the world, 

he wanted Kashmir in India at all costs but on 

moral values. The geographical position of 
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Kashmir, adjacent to Pakistan, China and 

Afghanistan is situated close to the Soviet Union, 

Nehru knew very well that if Kashmir was lost, 

then America would become a stooge of Pakistan 

and would launch a military assault on Kashmiri 

soil to defeat the Soviet Union. Nehru was adamant 

on Kashmir, whereas there came a time when Patel 

wanted Kashmir should merge with Pakistan. This 

has been claimed by P. Shankar, who was Patel's 

personal secretary 

 

When all the princely states were merging 

into either India or Pakistan according to their 

Population majority, there was a Princely State 

“Junagadh”. On the one side of Kashmir, where 

the Majority of Population was Muslims and ruler 

was Hindu, according to which Kashmir should 

have merged with Pakistan. And on this 

side,Junagadh, the situation was opposite, here the 

Majority Population was Hindu and the Ruler was 

a Muslim. The name of the Maharaja of Junagadh 

was NawabMahavat Khan. When the partition was 

going on, the Nawab was enjoying summer 

holidays in Europe. Before leaving for Europe in 

May 1947, he had first declared his cabinet 

colleague Shahnawaz Bhutto as the Deewan and 

Prime Minister of that Junagad. He is the same 

Shahnawaz Bhutto whose present dynasty is still 

active in Pakistan Politics and held various posts 

including Prime Minister and President. The 

partition work had to be completed before 15
th

 

August, 1947.  Nawab's advisor NabiBaksh had 

even told Lord Mountbatten not to worry, the 

Nawab would merge Junagad with India only. 

Bhutto, Deewan of Junagadh was close to All India 

Muslim League‘s Leader, Jinnah. They both 

secretly fixed the date of 15
th

August 1947 and said 

that Junagadwill merge with Pakistan. In the 

beginning, India, Patel and Nehru did not give 

much importance to this matter. They knew that the 

majority population of Junagad is Hindu, hence 

Pakistan would not accept the decision to annex 

Junagad, and ultimately Junagad would have to be 

merged into India. The second argument was that 

Pakistan does not officially share any official land 

border with Junagad. And according to 

Mountbatten's plan, the option of going to India OR 

Pakistan was available for only to the bordering 

state, else every other provinceswill have to 

mergeto their nearest Dominion. But this did not 

happen. Pakistan announced on 13
th

 September, 

1947 that it accepts the Junagad decision, and it 

will become a part of Pakistan. Pakistan argued for 

the Mountbatten Plan that Pakistan shares a 

maritime border with Junagad.  

 

This changed Patel's mind towards 

Kashmir, because the majority of the population of 

Junagadh was Hindu, so Junagadh should have 

merge with India. He sent the 1st Army contingent 

to Junagad on 16
th

September, 1947 and also 

formed the 1st Provisional Government in Bombay, 

which was headed by Samaldas Gandhi, who was 

Nephew of Mahatma Gandhi.Nehru wrote a letter 

to the Prime Minister of PakistanLiaquat Ali Khan 

asking Pakistan to either withdraw its decision or 

conduct a Referendum in Junagadh. He wrote ―We 

are entirely opposed to war and wish to avoid it. 

We want an amicable settlement of this issue and 

we propose therefore, that wherever there is a 

dispute with regard to any territory, the matter 

should be decided by a referendum or plebiscite of 

the people concerned. We shall accept the result of 

this referendum whatever it may be, as it is our 

desire that a decision should be made in accordance 

with the wishes of the people concerned. We invite 

the Pakistan Government, therefore, to submit the 

Junagadh issue to a referendum of the people under 

impartial auspices.‖
 [8]

 Patel also had the same 

argument. Patel gave a lot of time to Pakistan, but 

they did not agree to either of them. Patel finally 

sent more troops to Junagadh and Junagadh was 

annexed to India. Then on 24
th

October 1947, 

NawabMahavat Khan and Deewan ofJunagadh 

Bhutto fled to Pakistan by air route with their dogs 

and valuable things, and never returned. It is also 

said that Bhutto left his wife and one child alone 

and went to Pakistan. Then on 9
th

 November 1947 

Patel also reached Junagadh, there in his presence 

Sardar Patel asked the people which country they 

wanted to go with, this was an informal way, out of 

which a unanimous voice came out "India", then 

there 20
th

February 1948, an official census was 

held in which out of 201457 people, 190870, i.e. 91 

percent people voted in favor of joining India, 

while Pakistan got only 91 votes. 
[9]
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Figure 3: Junagadh to accede To India (Newspaper Cutting) 

4. Patel changes stand on Kashmir 

Patel had changed his mind regarding 

Kashmir on 13
th

 September 1947 itself when 

Pakistan had accepted the decision of annexing 

Junagadh. Patel said that Pakistan cannot decideits 

policy as per their convenience, like in Junagadh 

where the Hindus are in Majority under a Muslim 

ruler, they will accept the decision of the Nawab, 

and in Kashmir where the Muslims are in Majority 

under a Hindu ruler, they will decide the merger on 

the Population count, both things are not accepted 

parallelly. Nehru got inputs that Pakistan may do 

something similar for acquiring Kashmir also. On 

27
th

 Sep 1947, Nehru wrote a letter to Patel, which 

states ―There is news that Pakistan wants to send a 

large number of infiltrators to Kashmir. I think 

Jammu Kashmir Army, The Maharaja and his 

administration would hardly be able to withstand 

this danger. In such a situation, the need of the hour 

is that Maharaja Hari Singh should make friendship 

with the National Conference, so that popular 

support can be gathered against Pakistan, releasing 

the Sheikh and supporting his people will make the 

merger of Kashmir with India even easier.‖In 1946, 

Sheikh Abdullah launched the ―Kashmir Chhoro‖ 

(Leave Kashmir) movement against the Dogra 

dynasty i.e. Raja Hari Singh in Jammu and 

Kashmir. He demanded the king to hand over 

power to the people, 20 people were killed in the 

violence during the movement. Maharaja sentenced 

Abdullah to 3 years in treason case and put him in 

jail. Sheikh Abdullah who was jailed for his 

rebellion against the Maharaja in 1946, was 

released subsequently after Nehru‘s letter, on 29
th

 

Sep 1947. 
[10]

Despite so many efforts Nehru and 

Patel could not convince Raja Hari Singh that 

―Pakistan was trying to attack Kashmir by sending 

very sneaky and Infiltrators people. Hari Singh was 

still dreaming of an independent Kashmir.  

 

5. Attack on Kashmir  

The letter that Nehru had written on 27th 

September proved to be true after almost a month, 

when some ―Unknown‖ group of people attacked 

Kashmir on 22
nd

October 1947.They were Pakistani 

tribesmen who came in 200 to 300 trucks, attacked 

Jammu and Kashmir. By 23
rd

 October 1947, they 

first bombed the power house that provided 

electricity to Kashmir. The tribesmen had looted at 

many places. They created such havoc that 

humanity would be put to shame, they murdered 

the patients admitted in the hospital. And houses 

were set on fire everywhere. When the power 

house was bombed on 23
rd

 October, and Maharaja 

Hari Singh's palace lost electricity on 24
th

 October, 

he approaches India. India had not yet interfered 

directly in Kashmir. Hari Singh was in great 

tension because till then the flag of Pakistan had 

been hoisted in GilgitBaltistan also. The Maharaja's 

representative governor in Gilgit was imprisoned 

and a provisional government was formed, and 

Pakistan also sent its political agents there. The 

Maharaja felt that Pakistan would capture Srinagar 

in the same manner, so he immediately wrote a 

letter to India asking for help. VP Menonwho was 

Constitutional Adviser to Lord Mountbattenwas 

sent from India to meet the Maharaja. The 

Maharaja had gone to Jammu to seek refuge. 

Maharaj talked to VP Menon and came back to 

Delhi on 25
th

 October. And a high level meeting 

was called, in which Nehru, Patel and Lord 

Mountbatten were present. Mountbatten advised 

that India should intervene militarily only after the 

Maharaja of Kashmir merges it with India. It was 
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decided that Menon would go back once and get 

the merger letter signed and return. On 26
th

 

October, Menon went to Jammu and brought 

Maharaja Hari Singh's signature on the Instrument 

of Accession
.[11]

 On the same day Hari Singh also 

wrote a letter to Indian Government ―You Know 

the circumstances my state is facing, I have no 

option but to seek help from the Dominion of India. 

I am enclosing the letter of accession for 

acceptance by your government. Otherwise the 

other option is that I will give my kingdom to the 

hands of freeloaders.‖
[12]

After the Instrument of 

Accession was in hand, Patel called a meeting of 

the Defense Committee, and the next day on 

27
th

October, India airlifted troops to Kashmir from 

Delhi and via Gurdaspur. India gradually freed 

some places from Pakistan's control.  

 

 
Figure 4: Kashmir Accedes to India, Newspaper cutting (dated 28th October 1947) 

6. Pakistan Proposal to India 

Soon after the Indian Army occupied 

Kashmir, a letter came from Pakistan, it had 

proposed that the Prime Ministers and Governor 

Generals of India and Pakistan should sit together 

and resolve this issue, and the meeting was 

scheduled in Pakistan. Nehru believed that if 

Pakistan wanted to talk, their representative should 

come to India. But this did not happen. And finally 

Lord Mountbatten alone went to Lahore on 

1
st
November 1947. There was discussion in the 

meeting that a plebisciteshould be organized in 

Jammu Kashmir, Jinnah said that as long as the 

Indian Army remains in Kashmir, people would be 

afraid to vote in favor of Pakistan, and Nehru was 

not ready to give up the Kashmir in any way. The 

meeting remained inconclusive. Imagine what 

many things are said to Nehru for the issue of 

referendum in Kashmir, but all allegations are 

completely untrue. Kashmiri were close to Nehru 

to such an extent that despite the Muslim majority, 

it was not Nehru but Jinnah who was afraid of the 

referendum. Because Jinnah knew that if 

referendum was held, India would win. And then 

Mountbatten first offered Jinnah to hold a 

referendum under the supervision of the United 

Nations. Now by the time of December 1947, the 

mountains were laden with snow, Srinagar was 

empty, but Kashmir was still under the control of 

the Tribal. Pandit Nehru again wrote a letter to 

Maharaja Hari Singh on 1
st
 December 1947, Nehru 

writes - "We are not afraid of war, but our concern 

is that the Kashmiri people should suffer minimum 

losses. I think this is the right time for a 

compromise, our difficulties are increasing in the 

winter season. It is difficult for our forces to drive 

away the invaders." He further writes, "Had it been 

summer, it would not have been easy to drive them 

away, but waiting this long means another 4 

months. Till then they will continue to harass the 

Kashmiri people, in such a situation Small battles 

should be continued while trying for a compromise. 

From here it became clear that Nehru was ready to 

even go to the United Nations for Kashmir. When 
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Lord Mountbatten felt that neither Nehru nor 

Pakistan was ready to leave Kashmir. In such a 

situation, a situation of war would arise between 

the two countries and he wanted to eliminate the 

possibility of war at any cost. Mountbatten said that 

both the countries should go to the United Nations. 

Nehru was not in favor of this. But he agreed on 

Mountbatten's request. Nehru got ready to hold a 

referendum under UN supervision because before 

this a referendum had been held in Junagadh. There 

was no need for the United Nations to intervene 

because Junagadh did not share its borders with 

Pakistan.‖ Officially, on 31
st
December 1947, the 

Government of India officially appealed to the 

United Nations regarding this issue.  

 

7. Kashmir issue in UN, and Betrayal to 

Nehru 

India had hoped that when it went to the 

UN, countries like Britain and America will take a 

stand in favor of India in the Security Council 

because India was attacked by someone, and 

Pakistan would be punished for committing 

genocide. But on the contrary, both the countries 

supported Pakistan instead of supporting India and 

declared this issue as a dispute between India and 

Pakistan. While writing a letter to her sister Vijay 

Lakshmi Pandit, Nehru says ―I could not even 

imagine that the Security Council could function in 

such a petty and partisan manner. These people are 

expected to keep the world in order. It is not 

surprising why the countries are getting divided. 

America and Britain have played a wrong 

role.Perhaps Britain is the main Actor behind the 

scenes.‖
[13]

During the Cold War era, Britain and 

America had put all their efforts to ensure that 

Kashmir should go to Pakistan.That's not all, Major 

William Brown, who rebelled with the Gilgit 

Scouts in India and Maharaja Hari Singh and 

Hoisted the Pakistan flag in Gilgit, was also 

awarded the Most Excellent Order of the British 

Empire in January, 1948. And William Brown was 

also posthumously given the title of Sitara-i-Imtiaz 

by Pakistan in 1991.This clearly shows that Britain 

did not support India at all. And the one who 

rebelled was felicitated by giving him an award. In 

later days, Nehru said many times that the Britain 

themselves asked Nehru to go to the UN and 

betrayed him at the Security Council. After a 

debate at the UN, the resolution
[14]

 was passed on 

21
st
 April 1948, after which a ceasefire was 

declared. Pakistan says that India did not follow the 

resolution of UN.  But according to its proposal, 

first Pakistan will have to withdraw its army, and 

there will be no interference on the Kashmir issue. 

And after that it is written that India should 

gradually reduce its army and hold a referendum. 

 

 
Figure 5: Resolution 47 (1948) Passed in UN 

Security Council 

 

However, this point can be implemented only when 

Pakistan agrees to the first point and withdraw its 

people from occupied Kashmir.However, it was not 

until 1
st
 January 1949 that the ceasefire could be 

put into effect, signed by General Gracey on behalf 

of Pakistan and General Roy Bucher on behalf of 

India. 

 

8. Pakistan Prime Minister Visit to India 

 

―Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, Prime Minister of 

Pakistan came to Delhi on 2
nd

April 1950, at the 

peak of communal riots and mayhem in West 

Bengal and East Pakistan. His visit resulted in the 

Liaquat-Nehru Pact. It focused exclusively on 

problems of minorities in the two countries. Pandit 

Nehru paid a reciprocal visit to Karachi in April 

1950. Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan met Pandit Nehru in 

trilateral talks with Sir Owen Dixon, United 

Nations representative in the Kashmir dispute, in 

New Delhi on July 20, 1950. After five days' 

parleys, Sir Owen Dixon announced the failure of 

his mission to resolve the Kashmir deadlock.‖ said 

SYED AFZAL HUSAIN, Former principal 

information officer, Government of Pakistan, 

Islamabad. Under Nehru-Liaquat pact refugees 

were allowed to return unmolested to dispose of 

their property, abducted women and looted 
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property were to be returned, forced conversions 

were unrecognized, and minority rights were 

confirmed. The pact requires each country to 

ensure that its minorities enjoy complete equality 

of citizenship with others and receive treatment 

identical to that available for other nationals of 

their country. 

 

 
Figure 6: Prime Minister Nehru and Prime Minister Liaquat signing Nehru-Liaquat Pact 

9. Sheikh Abdullah wants an Independent 

Kashmir 

 

Sheikh Abdullah's five years in office as 

Prime Minister, from 1948 to 1953, had achieved 

much for the State. Termination of the Zamindari 

system, abolition of big landed estates, fixation of 

land ceiling, liquidation of debts, transfer of land to 

the landless, reorganization of educational 

institutions and establishment of Jammu and 

Kashmir University were some of his major 

achievements. In a press Conference in 1951 

Abdullah said ―The people of Kashmir know that 

they cannot develop unless they are under a secular 

democracy. They have moreover always received 

nothing but affection, sympathy and active help 

from the people of India‖. Again speaking at 

Madras on 11 February, 1951 he had said: There 

has been community of suffering and ideals 

between the people of India ~ the people of 

Kashmir In the past and today we tie our destiny 

with rest of India because of her belief in 

secularism, democracy and progress.  

 

But by end of 1951, many things 

happened due to which questions were also raised 

on Sheikh Abdullah.Sheikh Abdullah, who used to 

talk about merging Kashmir with India, now started 

raising the demand for independent Kashmir. The 

glimpse of which is clearly visible in Nehru's letter 

which he wrote to his sister Vijay Lakshmi Pandit. 

He writes ―Sheikh Abdullah is not behaving 

properly now. He is behaving badly on Kashmir 

issue. It seems that he want to fight with us. He is 

surrounded by wrong people, whose advice he is 

following. Now I am beginning to feel suspicious.‖ 

Nehru's suspicions proven to be correct. A few 

days later, Sheikh met the American Ambassador 

and said that in his opinion Kashmir should 

become independent. And he said the same thing in 

his speech of 1951 that we want to make Kashmir 

the Switzerland of the East. We will remain 

separate from both Pakistan and India but will 

maintain friendship with both.Ghulam Mohammed 

Sadiq, who was close aid of Sheikh Abdullah once 

said ―if an agency consisting of India, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Soviet Russia and China could be 

created to supervise and conduct the plebiscite, I 

would suggest that we should immediately ask for 
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an overall plebiscite. Failing this, we may ask for a 

supervision commission representing all the 

Members of the Security Council for ensuring free 

and fair plebiscite in the State. ‖ He also wanted 

that USSE should head that commission. All these 

words were of Sheikh Abdullah but were spoken 

by Ghulam Mohammed Sadiq. Nehru was greatly 

disturbed by these statement of GhulamSadiq and 

Sheikh‘s Attitude. On July 31, 1953, Nehru took 

the significant step. BN Mullikwrote in his 

memoirs My Years with Nehru: ―On 31 July 

MehraMy deputy D.W. Mehraand I met the Prime 

Minister, he came to the point that there was no 

other alternative but to remove Sheikh Abdullah 

and install BakshiGhulam Mohammed in his place 

as Prime Minister. He warned that we must be 

prepared for the worst, because the Sheikh 

undoubtedly is Popular among Kashmiris had a 

large following in the Valley. 
[15] 

 

 
 

Figure 7: Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah 

On the same day, July 31
st
, Nehru 

prepared a statement which M.O. Mathai(Secretary 

to Prime Minister Nehru) recorded. It contained 

his written instructions for the Sheikhs dismissal, 

outlining the very steps that were taken later: A 

brief memorandum might be prepared and placed 

before the [State] Cabinet. The Head of the State 

should ask for the resignation of those who 

disagreed. If the resignations are not forthcoming, 

he should have an order ready for the dismissal of 

the government. Also, such assistance as may be 

considered necessary for the maintenance of law 

and order should be available from Delhi, of 

course 
[16]. 

In 1
st
 week of August, Ajit Prasad Jain, 

a congressman, carries the order of Prime Minister 

to Srinagar. In the month of August itself, a rumor 

spread that Sheikh Abdullah would announce the 

independence of Kashmir on the day of Eid, 23
rd

 

August. Before that, on the advice of Nehru, Karan 

Singh dismissed Sheikh Abdullah as Prime 

Minister of Kashmir after accusing him of 

corruption and appointed Gulab Mohammad as the 

Prime Minister. After some days, police reached 

Sheikh Abdullah's house and arrested him. He was 

kept in jail for next 11 years. Whatever was 

happening to Sheikh Abdullah was happening at 

the behest of his friend who had gone to Kashmir 

to advocate for him just 5 years ago. But Nehru 

denies these allegations on Floor of LokSabha, in 

which on 10
th

 August 1953 he said ―We did not 

wish to interfere in any way with these internal 

happenings. The Sadar-i-Riyasat [Karan Singh] 

has acted on his own responsibility in this matter‖. 
[17] 

When Sheikh Abdullah was arrested, there was 

someone who was more worried about his arrest, 

and that was Nehru‘s Daughter, Indira Gandhi. She 

was in Europe those days, on 9
th

 August 1953 she 

wrote, ―It is a heart-breaking thing to happen I am 

filled with a terrible and deeply penetrating 

sadness It is like cutting a part of oneself ‖.
[18]

This 

depicts that she was not happy with her father‘s 

action. Indira wanted to meet Sheikh in prison, 

soon after her return from Europe. But, 

Mathairepealed her demand, citing Nehru‘ orders. 

Mathai wrote, on behalf of Nehru: I have given 

considerable thought to your proposal to meet 

Sheikh Abdullah. He then proceeded to dissuade 

her, in four foolscap pages: You said that in 

whatever you talk to Sheikh Abdullah, he will trust 

you it implies that you trust him too. What 
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followed fully exposed the falsity of the charges: I 

do not believe that Sheikh Abdullah deliberately 

intended to switch on his band-wagon to Pakistan. 

Any person accusing him of that is not only doing 

him an injustice but is also spoiling our own cause. 

However, it is a patent fact that the speeches and 

activities of Sheikh Abdullah during the past few 

months have had the effect, direct and indirect, of 

encouraging the pro-Pakistani elements among the 

Muslim population of the State. It was Sheikh 

Abdullah activities, assisted by those of AfzalBeg 

that made the dormant pro-Pakistani elements 

highly vocal and encouraged them to function in 

the open freely. Fundamentally, you should 

consult PM [Prime Minister Nehru] about your 

idea of meeting Sheikh Abdullah secretly. If he 

agrees with your proposal, then in order to have 

any worth-while talk with Sheikh Abdullah, you 

should have a very clear idea as to what the 

Government of India‘s intentions are in regard to 

Kashmir policy in regard to both the immediate 

present and the long-term one. She could not play 

a lone hand opposed to Nehru‘s line. What could 

she offer? Sheikh Abdullah was indeed an 

acquisition from the political point of view an 

admission that he represented the people. But 

would he forgive us now? Krishna Menon called 

him a Trotsky.‖  

 

The question is whatever Nehru was 

doing with Sheikh Abdullah was it wrong? If not 

then whyhe opposed permission for interviews 

(September 1). Sheikh Abdullah asserted his right 

to attend the Constituent Assembly meetings. 

Nehru told Bakshi on October 2
nd

: This is a matter 

entirely in the discretion of Kashmir Government 

and would not be proper for me to intervene in any 

way. I would suggest, however, that all detenue 

members of Constituent Assembly should be given 

opportunity to send any written memorandum 

should they so desire it. Sheikh Abdullah wrote to 

Nehru on March 18, 1955, asking to be informed 

what sins he had committed. Nehru‘s reply of 

April8
th

, cites that ―As of August 25, 1952: You 

had decided to pursue a line of action which 

appeared to me to be very harmful for the future of 

Jammu and Kashmir. He was being punished for 

taking Nehru at his word and asking him to fulfil 

the pledges he had made publicly and repeatedly to 

the people of Kashmir.
[19]

 

 

10. Release of Sheikh Abdullah  

 

Sheikh Abdullah realized that if Kashmir 

merges with India then only it is profitable for all. 

Now, he wanted to preserve the Valley's linguistic, 

cultural and religious identity, and he believed that 

a Pre Dominant Muslim Kashmir should merge 

with Pre Dominant Hindu‘s India rather than Pre 

Dominant Muslim‘s Pakistan for a safe and Secular 

Kashmir. Now he also joined Nehru's side and 

started talking about India‘s Kashmir instead of 

Independent Kashmir. With this intention all the 

charges on Sheikh were revoked on 8
th

 April 1964. 

Sheikh Abdullah was released from jail in April 

1964 after a total of 11 years. He was invited by 

Nehru as a guest. He talked to Nehru and other 

leaders in Delhi and proposed to Nehru the idea of 

mediation between Pakistan and India. With this 

intention he went to Pakistan on 24 May 

1964.Sheikh Abdullah met Pakistan Prime Minister 

Ayub Khan on 24
th

 May 1964, they held talks for 2 

days, after which a meeting of the Prime Ministers 

of the two countries was fixed in Delhi for the next 

month.On May 26
th

 Sheikh Abdullah announced 

that Ayub Khan had accepted Nehru‘s invitation to 

visit Delhi for talks in June. In which the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan would come to Delhi. But 

before this could happen, Nehru died on 27
th

 May 

1964, for whom Sheikh Abdullah had said that 

after Nehru there would hardly be anyone who 

would be able to resolve the Kashmir issue. 
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Figure 8: Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister Nehru and Sheikh Abdullah 

 

11. Conclusion 

Veteran diplomatic officer MK Rasgotra, 

who has also worked during the Nehru tenure and 

was the Foreign Secretary of India in 1982-85, says 

- "Going to the United Nations was the right 

decision in those circumstances, which further 

helped the country. Because the first condition laid 

down in the UN was that the referendum would 

take place only when Pakistan withdrew its army 

from his occupied area of Kashmir and no other 

option of independence was given. And in the 

known history, India has not suffered any loss due 

to going to the United Nations. Pakistan could not 

do anything except instigating the people due to 

terrorist insurgency. Because to conduct 

referendum, first of all he will have to vacate 

Kashmir. So the essence is that if Nehru had not 

been there then leave the problem, Kashmir would 

not have been in India, even. 
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