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ABSTRACT

The study investigated the effect of family structure
and parental control on the rate of Juvenile
delinquency among the boys in Oregun Remand
home in Lagos state by identifying out the effect of
family structure and parental control on juvenile
delinquency; ascertaining the development of
delinquent act by the children within their family
setting; examining negative parenting practice that
led the children into bad behavior; identifying
measures put in place by the parent, government
and voluntary organization to reduce or eradicate
juvenile  delinquency; and examining the
rehabilitative approaches deployed by the Remand
Home to correct and reintegrate the juveniles under
their care into society.

The study was anchored on Functionalists,
Conflict, Symbolic Interactionists and Feminists
and Modernity theories and adopted exploratory
research design. The study was conducted in
Oregun Remand home in Lagos State. Data were
collected through qualitative instrument (IDI) from
91 participants and content analyzed.

The study found out that majority of the
participants were Muslim (45%), between 9-18
years (90%), had primary education (90%), were of
Yoruba ethnicity (77%), were from nuclear family
(77%), and were living with their biological parents
(75%); participants living with single parents and
orphans living with guardians or other relatives
other than their parents have interactions with other
children and these interactions with other children,
were denied basic needs of a child like food, good
clothing, parental care and prompt medical
attention; children develop delinquent acts from the
family settings as a result of poor parenting, poor
nutrition, peer influence, street influence and self-
motivated  delinquency;  negative  parenting
practices prompted many children in the Oregun
remand home to engage in several bad behaviours
such as stealing, smoking, street fighting, sexual

assault, verbal assault, violent behaviours among
peers, lack of respect for the elderly.

The study concluded that most of the delinquent
juveniles were not happy with their present
predicament as a result of maltreatment of their
step parent due to the death or separation of their
biological parents based on the findings. The study
suggested that children should be shown love and
affections, they should be monitored closely, they
should be given opportunity to express their mind,
pain and joy.

Keywords: Family  structure, Juvenile
delinquency, Parental control, Remand home,
Violent rate

l. INTRODUCTION

The increasing rate of juvenile
delinquency has become a major social problem
globallyand locally. Researchers and concerned
individuals have traced the preponderance of
juveniledelinquencyto the increasing rate of family
structure among other factors. However, concerted
inquiries into the influence of this structure on
juvenile delinquency have resulted in a raging
controversy; while some researchers have found a
significant relationship between family structure
and juvenile delinquency, others have suggested
otherwise

Juvenile delinquency is an intractable
problem worldwide and has been increasing
phenomenally by as much as 30 percent since the
2020s (Brook, Brook, Rosen, De la Rosa, Montoya
& Whiteman, 2021). Anti-social behaviours of
young people have been posing a lot of problems to
the wellbeing of the people in Nigeria. Citizens,
researchers and public officials perceive juvenile
delinquency as a major social contemporary
concern in Nigeria. Juvenile crimes witnessed in
Nigeria include: drug abuse, cultism, bullying,
truancy, examination malpractices, prostitution,
theft and other ill-mannered behaviours (Adegoke,
2015).
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Binik,  Ceretti, Cornelli,  Schadee,
Verde,Gatti(2019) defined juvenile delinquency as
“illegal acts, whether criminal or status offences,
which are committed by youth under the age of
18”. From this definition, it is pertinent to highlight
the two types of delinquent offences associated
with young people, herein referred to as
juveniles/children. The first type of offence is a
conduct that would be a criminal law violation for
an adult, such as rape, burglary, robbery, etc. The
other type of delinquent offence called “status”
offences are delinquent conducts that do not apply
to adults, such as running away from home,
truancy, etc. (Walters, 2018).

The origin of juvenile delinquency in
Nigeria dated back to the 1920s when youth crimes
such as pick pocketing and prostitution became
predominant issues in Nigerian newspapers in that
period. This ugly trend led to the establishment of
judicial administrative processes by the colonial
administrators to deal with juvenile delinquents
(Leung&Shek, 2020). It is appalling that the
worrisome issue of juvenile delinquency still
plagues the contemporary Nigerian society in a
serious dimension (Rogers & Buchanan, 2018).
However, the problem of juvenile delinquency is
not peculiar to Nigeria. In 2007, the law
enforcement agencies in the United States of
America reported 2.18 million arrests of juveniles
(Ikediashi&Akande, 2020).

Alfry also reported that the United States
Bureau of Justice Statistics found out that 72% of
jailed juveniles came from fragmented families.
The overall purpose of the study was to explore the
relationship between various family-related factors
and crime. The study also attempted to ascertain
whether those factors can act as causative agents
for “juvenile delinquency”. The study postulated
that although there are different factors that impact
on the development of child character, the family
plays a central role in child development and
consequentially impacting on the character of a
child. In order to critically analyze the hypothesis
of study, the paper reviewed the concepts of
juvenile delinquency and family.

Although the paper centered on the family
factors influencing delinquency, it equally attached
premium on the non-family factors influencing
levels of juvenile delinquency. The study found out
that there are several notable family-related factors
that impact on child crime. These include parental
attitudes, the degree of family cohesion, physical
violence, and uninvolved parenting. There are also
non-family factors that impact on juvenile
delinquency, which include the failure of the

juvenile justice system, poverty, a lack of access to
education, drug abuse and genetic problems.

The overall purpose of the study is to
explore the relationship between various family-
related factors and crime. The study also attempted
to ascertain whether those factors can act as
causative agents for “juvenile delinquency”. The
study postulated that although there are different
factors that impact on the development of child
character, the family plays a central role in child
development and consequentially impacting on the
character of a child. In order to critically analyze
the hypothesis of study, the paper reviewed the
concepts of juvenile delinquency and family.
Although the paper centered on the family factors
influencing delinquency, it equally attached
premium on the non-family factors influencing
levels of juvenile delinquency. The study found out
that there are several notable family-related factors
that impact on child crime. These include parental
attitudes, the degree of family cohesion, physical
violence, and uninvolved parenting. There are also
non-family factors that impact on juvenile
delinquency, which include the failure of the
juvenile justice system, poverty, a lack of access to
education, drug abuse and genetic problems.

Also, another aim of this study is to find
out how the government and voluntary
organization can get involved in improving the
lives of delinquent juveniles by providing job
opportunities for youth setting up more activities in
the rural areas, stopping phonographic films and
some American films, where youths learn different
techniques in stealing and destroying properties.
Parent should adopt method of positive and
negative  reinforcement, parent should be
enlightened on the effects of unmet needs like
starvation, parental care affection and proper
monitoring their children to enable them make
adjustment. Data were collected through qualitative
instrument (IDI) from 91 participants and content
analyzed.

1.2. Statement of the problem

Juvenile delinquency is the habit of
committing criminal acts or offenses by young
person especially ones below the age at which
criminal prosecution is not possible. It is that
behavior in the part of children which may under
the law subject those children to juvenile court
according to Tappan (1972), the nature of Juvenile
delinquency spring up from different abnormal
behavior such as stealing, drunkenness, burglary,
robbery, rape, homicide, idleness.Truancy
constitution of 1979 defines juvenile delinquency
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as a crime committed by young person under the
age of 18 years as a result of trying to comply with
the wishes of his/her peers or to escape from
parental pressure or certain emotional stimulation.
For anyone to be recognized as delinquent, he/she
must have been arraigned before the juvenile court.
Gluck (1959) find out that Juvenile delinquency is
not a new occurrence during adolescent years but
rather a continuation of anti-social behavior from
childhood due to environmental subjections or
family problems affecting the child mental
development. This means that there is a close link
between delinquency, the environment and the
family of the juvenile. It was reported that Juvenile
delinquency rate rose from 367 to 538 per 100,000
between 1996 and 2016 and they were arrested for
petty crimes such as stealing, shoplifting.

The  consequences  that  Juvenile
delinquency has caused to Nigerian society are not
only devastating but numerous both lives and
properties are destroyed and also retard the growth
of the country. It has even contributed to the bad
image of the country for the fact that most of the
delinquent want to sudden rich without work or any
stress, corruption and ritual killings has become the
order of the day, politicians have turned politics
into a do, or due affair where thuggery and fighting
with arsenal has solely becomes norms and the
delinquent juvenile are the tools in the hand of the
politicians.

11. LITERATURE REVIEW

This section of the study explained the
relevant literatures from books, journals, periodical
and other related publications. The literature review
of this study is arranged under the following sub-
headings:
The concept and meaning of family structure,types
of family, marriage and family, functions of family,
functionalist theory, Conflict theory, Symbolic
Interactionism, Feminists theory, Modernity/post-
modern theory, Parenting style, and Juvenile
delinquency.

2.1 Concept of Family

Family is a group of persons united by the
ties of marriage, blood, or adoption, constituting a
single household and interacting with each other in
their respective social positions, usually those of
spouses, parents, children, and siblings. The family
group should be distinguished from a household,
which may include boarders and roomers sharing a
common residence. At its most basic, then, a family
consists of an adult and his or her offspring. Most
commonly, it consists of two married adults,

usually a man and a woman (almost always from
different lineages and not related by blood) along
with their offspring, usually living in a private and
separate dwelling. This type of unit, more
specifically known as a nuclear family, is believed
to be the oldest of the various types of families in
existence. Sometimes the family includes not only
the parents and their unmarried children living at
home but also children that have married, their
spouses, and their offspring, and possibly
elderly.Historically, in most cultures, the family
was parochial, or male-dominated. Perhaps the
most striking example of the male-dominated
family is the description of the family given in the
Hebrew bible (or Old Testament), where the male
heads of the clans was allowed to have several
wives as well as concubines. As a general rule,
women had a rather low status; such an
arrangement is called an extended family.

Family can also be defined as a relatively
permanent group of people related by ancestry,
marriage or adoption who live together, form an
economic unit and take care of their younger ones.
Family is a social arrangement that arises from
biological features unique to our species, human
sexual relations unlike those other animal mates to
form stable, long-lasting bonds. In other species,
the offspring’s generally able to fend for
themselves after being born or hatched but not so in
human infants who are helpless and in need of
constant care and protection for several years after
birth. Every human group in the world organizes its
members in family. Family can be classified as
nuclear and extended family.

Social theorists have questioned the nature
of family since the ancient times. The modern era
has witnessed numerous transformations of
prevailing concepts of family in Western society.
"Love and the Formations of Family" discusses
Siggmud Freud concept of the family as a
comprehensive social unit formed by physical,
biological, emotional, and economic necessities.
"Myth of the Perfect Family" introduces the
cultural myth of the perfect family, and then
counters the idea with a survey of diverse family
structures.  "Blended  Families' and  Other
Euphemisms" provides a personal account of the
increasingly common reshaping and melding of
families through divorce and remarriage.

Family structure has changed dramatically
over the last 50 years. The Leave it to Beaver
family is no longer the standard and several
variations on family have been created. There are
four specific types of family structures mentioned
in this study. The following types of families exist
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today, with some families naturally falling into
multiple categories.

2.1.1  Types of family structure
i Nuclear family
The nuclear family is the traditional type of family
structure. This family type consists of two parents
and children. The nuclear family was long held in
esteem by society as being the ideal in which to
raise children. Children in nuclear families receive
strength and stability from the two-parent structure
and generally have more opportunities due to the
financial ease of two adults. In America today, only
22 percent of families live in a nuclear family unit.
ii. Extended Family

The extended family structure consists of
two or more adults who are related, either by blood
or marriage, living in the same home. This family
includes many relatives living together and
working toward common goals, such as raising the
children and keeping up with the household duties.
Many extended families include cousins, aunts or
uncles and grandparents living together. This type
of family structure may form due to financial
difficulties or because older relatives are unable to
care for themselves alone. Extended families are
becoming increasingly common all over the world.

iii. Single parent family

The single parent family consists of one
parent raising one or more children on his/her own.
This family may include a single mother with her
children, a single dad with his kids, or a single
person with their kids. The single parent family is
the biggest change society has seen in terms of the
changes in family structures. One in four children
is born to a single mother. Single parent families
are generally close and find ways to work together
to solve problems, such as dividing up household
chores. When only one parent is at home, it may be
a struggle to find childcare, as there is only one
parent working. This limits income and
opportunities in many cases, although many single
parent families have support from relatives and
friends.

In the United States, the number of single-
parent homes has been rising, with about 23
percent, or one in four children living with one
parent. It is estimated that about 13.6 million
families in the U.S. today are single-parent
families. The most common different types of
single parents are:

a. Childless Family

While most people think of family as
including children, there are couples who either
cannot or choose not to have children. The
childless family is sometimes the "forgotten
family,” as it does not meet the traditional
standards set by society. Childless families consist
of two partners living and working together. Many
childless families take on the responsibility of pet
ownership or have extensive contact with their
nieces and nephews.

b. Stepfamily

Over half of all marriages end in divorce,
and many of these individuals choose to get
remarried. This creates the step or blended
family which involves two separate families
merging into one new unit. It consists of a new
husband, wife, or spouse and their children from
previous marriages or relationships. Stepfamilies
are about as common as the nuclear family,
although they tend to have unique challenges such
as adjustment periods and discipline issues.
Stepfamilies need to learn to work together and
also work with their excesses to ensure these
family units run smoothly.
c. Grandparent Family
Many grandparents today are raising their
grandchildren for a variety of reasons. One in
fourteen children is raised by their grandparents,
and the parents are not present in the child's life.
This could be due to parents' death, addiction,
abandonment or being unfit parents. Many
grandparents need to go back to work or find
additional sources of income to help raise their
grandchildren.
d. Divorced family
This is the legal dissolution of a marriage by court
or other competent body. It is also an optional
process of terminating a marriage or marital
union.Divorce usually entails the cancelling or
reorganizing of the legal duties and responsibilities
of marriage, thus,dissolving the bond of matrimony
between a married couple
iv. Consanguinity Families
In contrast, a “Consanguinity” family consists of a
parent, his or her children, and other relatives.
Consanguinity is defined as the property of
belonging to the same kinship as another person. In
that respect, consanguinity is the quality of being
descended from the same ancestor as another
person.
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2.1.2  Marriage concerning family

There is no how family is mentioned
without marriage regardless of how it’s form.
Marriage can be viewed as a grouped mating
arrangement usually marked out by a ritual of
some sort to indicate the couple’s new public
status. Marriage can also be seen as the
acceptance of new status with a set of privileges
and obligations and the recognition of this new
status by others. Wedding ceremony and rituals
are the ways of publicizing and dramatizing this
change of status even homosexual couples in
some societies would like to be married and
recognized as a family. A legal marriage e.g.
court marriage legitimizes a social status and
create a set of recognized right and duties.

In the primitive society, parent arrange

and compel the marriage of two persons who
may never have met or they do not even know if
they love each other, without consulting them
but today family and marriage has change
greatly, marriage can be formal or informal, it is
a socially approved sexual relationship or union
to maintain a long term relationship involving
specific right and duties towards one another
and the children if any. It is also a complexity of
customs which concern a relationship between a
sexually associated pair of adult within the
family. Marriage is a basic institution found in
all societies because no other union of men and
women meet up with the requirements of
mating, homemaking, love and personality at the
level of biological, psychological, social, ethical
and spiritual evolution. Casual intercourse
suffices for sexual satisfaction up to a point but
does not and cannot create marital or family life.
Sexual relationships between men and women
do not constitute marriage in some part of the
world.
Anthropologists like Lowie, Murdock and
Westermarck emphasized on social section in
the union and how it is accomplished by
different  rituals and ceremonies. Also
sociologist like Baber and Burges on the other
hand view it as a system of roles and as
involving primary relationships.

As laws and norms change, so do family
structures. For example, the 2020 U.S. Census
was the first to give respondents the chance to
indicate that they are part of same-sex couples,
either married or unmarried. A family, which is
usually made up of people who are related by
blood, marriage, or adoption, is very important
to most Nigerians. Culturally, most Nigerian
cultural groups practice matrilineal descent,

have patriarchal authority, have patrilocal rule
of residence, and are generally patricentric in
outlook. The children are socialized with this
arrangement in mind, and female children are
consciously socialized to serve and be
subordinate to males. This hierarchical structure
has sometimes led to dissolution of marriages on
the grounds of the birth of only or mostly female
children (Omokhodion, 1996).

In Nigeria, having many children is
fashionable and is a status symbol. For example,
although a large family brings a greater
economic burden, many families in the eastern
part of Nigeria have ten or more children. Thus,
the national fertility rate was estimated at 6.31
children per woman in 1995. The birth rate was
43.26 births per 1,000 people, while the death
rate was 12 deaths per 1,000 populations.
However, the infant mortality rate was 72.6
deaths per 1,000 live births due to the poor
medical facilities and the poverty of most
Nigerians. This rate is one of the highest in the
world and had a negative influence on the birth
rate.

The maternal mortality rate is also high;
a unique feature of the Nigerian family is the
existence of a loose matrilineage and use of
various terms to describe households and
unions. For example, some households are
headed by women. This may be the result of the
women being widowed or divorced. The women
might also be out-side wives. This term
describes women who function as wives to
married men who live with their original wives
and have extra wives outside their homes. These
men are mobile husbands who move among
their various partners, spending nights, having
sex with their partners, and supporting them
financially. These outside wives use the
surname of their "husbands," and in many cases,
are known to the man's original wife. Those who
are not part of the culture may find this
confusing, but the practitioners seem to manage
well. The Nigerian legal system has improvised
ways of accommodating such women and their
children. In many cultures in Nigeria, there is no
such status as illegitimate child.

2.1.3  Functions of a Family

The primary function of the family is to
perpetuate society, both biologically through
procreation, and socially through socialization. The
primary function of the family is to ensure the
continuation of society, both biologically through
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procreation, and socially through socialization.
Given these functions, the nature of one’s role in
the family changes over time. From the perspective
of children, the family instills a sense of
orientation: The family functions to locate children
socially, and plays a major role in their
socialization. From the point of view of the parents,
the family’s primary purpose is procreation: The
family functions to produce and socialize children.
In some cultures marriage imposes upon women
the obligation to bear children. In northern Ghana,
for example, payment of bride wealth signifies a
woman’s requirement to bear children, and women
using birth control face substantial threats of
physical abuse and reprisals.

2.2 Theoretical Review
Theories are set of assumptions, body of ideas or
set of interrelated concepts used in explaining and
predicting phenomenon.
2.2.1 Functionalist Theory

Functionalists view the family unit as a
construct that fulfills important functions and keeps
society running smoothly.Structural functionalism
is a framework that sees society as a complex
system whose parts work together to promote
solidarity and stability. In this way, society is like
an organism and each aspect of society
(institutions, social constructs, etc.) is like an organ
that works together to keep the whole functioning
smoothly. This approach looks at society through a
macro-level orientation, which is a broad focus on
the social structures that shape society as a whole.
Functionalism addresses society in terms of the
function of its constituent elements: norms,
customs, traditions and institutions. Functionalists,
in general, identify a number of functions families
typically perform: reproduction; socialization; care,
protection, and emotional support; assignment of
status; and regulation of sexual behavior through
the norm of legitimacy.

The Family

Radcliffe-Brown proposed that most
stateless, “primitive” societies that lack strong
centralized institutions are based on an association
of corporate-descent groups. Structural
functionalism also took on the argument that the
basic building block of society is the nuclear
family, and that the clan is an outgrowth, not vice
versa. Durkheim was concerned with the question
of how certain societies maintain internal stability
and survive over time. Based on the metaphor
above of an organism in which many parts function
together to sustain the whole, Durkheim argued

that complicated societies are held together by
organic solidarity. For functionalists, the family
creates well-integrated members of society and
instills culture into the new members of society. It
provides important ascribed status such as social
class and ethnicity to new members. It is
responsible for social replacement by reproducing
new members, to replace its dying members.
Furthermore, the family gives individuals property
rights and also affords the assignment and
maintenance of kinship order. Lastly, family offer
material and emotional security and provides care
and support for the individuals who need care.

2.2.2The Conflict Perspective

The conflict perspective views the family
as a vehicle to maintain patriarchy (gender
inequality) and social inequality in society.

The Conflict perspective refers to the
inequalities that exist in all societies globally.
Conflict theory is particularly interested in the
various aspects of master status in social position,
the primary identifying characteristic of an
individual seen in terms of race or ethnicity, sex or
gender, age, religion, ability or disability, and
socio-economic status. According to the Conflict
paradigm, every society is plagued by inequality
based on social differences among the dominant
group and all of the other groups in society. When
we are analyzing any element of society from this
perspective, we need to look at the structures of
wealth, power and status, and the ways in which
those structures maintain social, economic, political
and coercive power of one group at the expense of
others.

The Family

According to conflict theorists, the family
works toward the continuance of social inequality
within a society by maintaining and reinforcing the
status quo. Because inheritance, education and
social capital are transmitted through the family
structure, wealthy families are able to keep their
privileged social position for their members, while
individuals from poor families are denied similar
status.

Conflict theorists have also seen the
family as a social arrangement benefiting men
more than women, allowing men to maintain a
position of power. The traditional family form in
most cultures is patriarchal, contributing to
inequality between the sexes. Males tend to have
more power and females tend to have less.
Traditional male roles and responsibilities are
valued more than the traditional roles done by their
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wives (i.e., housekeeping, child rearing). The
traditional family is also an inequitable structure
for women and children. For example, more than
60 percent of all mothers with children under six
are in the paid workforce. Even though these
women spend as much (or more) time at paid jobs
as their husbands, they also do more of the
housework and child care.

2.2.3 The Symbolic Interactionist Perspective
Symbolic interactionists view the family as a site of
social reproduction where meanings are negotiated
and maintained by family members.

Symbolic interactionism is a social theory
that focuses on the analysis of patterns of
communication, interpretation, and adjustment
between individuals in relation to the meanings of
symbols. According to the theory, an individual’s
verbal and nonverbal responses are constructed in
expectation of how the initial speaker will react.

This emphasis on symbols, negotiated
meaning, and the construction of society as an
aspect of symbolic interactionism focuses attention
on the roles that people play in society. Role-taking
is a key mechanism through which an individual
can appreciate another person’s perspective and
better understand the significance of a particular
action to that person. Role-taking begins at an early
age, through such activities as playing house and
pretending to be different people. These activities
have an improvisational quality that contrasts with,
say, an actor’s scripted role-playing. In social
contexts, the uncertainty of roles places the burden
of role-making on the people in a given situation.

Ethnomethodology, an offshoot of
symbolic interactionism, examines how people’s
interactions can create the illusion of a shared
social order despite a lack of mutual understanding
and the presence of differing perspectives. Harold
Garfinkel demonstrated this situation through so-
called experiments in trust, or breaching
experiments, wherein students would interrupt
ordinary conversations because they refused to take
for granted that they knew what the other person
was saying.

The Family

Symbolic interactionists also explore the
changing meanings attached to family. They argue
that shared activities help to build emotional bonds
among family members, and that marriage and
family relationships are based on negotiated
meanings. The interactionist ~ perspective
emphasizes that families reinforce and rejuvenate

bonds through symbolic mechanism rituals such as
family meals and holidays.

2.2.4  Feminist Perspective

Feminists view the family as a historical
institution that has maintained and perpetuated
sexual inequalities. Feminism in a broad term is a
social movement attempt to gain equal economic,
political, and social rights for women. First-wave
feminism focused mainly on legal equality, such as
voting, education, employment, marriage laws, and
the plight of intelligent, middle-class women.
Second-wave feminism went a step further by
seeking equality in  family, employment,
reproductive rights, and sexuality. Although there
were great improvements with perceptions and
representations of women that extended globally,
the movement was not unified and several different
forms of feminism began to emerge: black
feminism, lesbian feminism, liberal feminism, and
social feminism.

Sociology of Motherhood

In many cultures, especially in a
traditional western one, a mother is usually the wife
in a married couple. Her role in the family is
celebrated on Mother’s Day. Some often view
mothers’ duties as raising and looking after their
children every minute of every day. Mothers
frequently have a very important role in raising
offspring, and the title can be given to a non-
biological mother that fills this role. This is
common in stepmothers (female married to
biological father). In most family structures, the
mother is both a biological parent and a primary
caregiver. However, this limited role has
increasingly been called into question. Both
feminist and masculist authors have decried such
predetermined roles as unjust. In the United States,
82.5 million women are mothers of all ages, while
the national average age of first child births is 25.1
years. In 2008, 10% of births were to teenage girls,
and 14% were to women ages 35 and older.

2.25  Modernity Theory of family

Modernists such as Anthony Giddens and
Ulrich Beck recognize that people have more
choice in terms of their relationships and family
arrangements, but do not believe that people are as
free as postmodernists suggest. There are still
underlying patterns, and shared experiences of
relationships that are a consequence of our living in
a ‘late-modern’ society rather than families just
being diverse and random.For example, people are
less likely to get married because of structural
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changes. For example gender equality means that
both partners have to work and spend longer
building their careers, which means the average
person has less time to spend making a relationship
work, which means a decline in marriage, and an
increase in divorce.

Ulrich Beck also argues that fewer people
getting married is because of an increase in ‘risk
consciousness’, people see that nearly half of all
marriages end in divorce and so they are less
willing to take the risk and get married.This is not
simply a matter of freedom of choice but people are
‘reflexive, they look at society, see the risk of
marriage, and then choose not to get married. Their
personal decisions are informed by what they see
going in society.Beck also talks of indivdualisation
a new social norm is that our individual desires are
more important than social commitments, and this
makes marriage less likely.

Giddens builds on this and says that the
typical relationship today is the Pure Relationship
one which lasts only as long as both partners are
happy with it, not because of tradition or a sense of
commitment. This makes cohabitation and serial
monogamy rather than the long term commitment
of a marriage. Giddens argues that in recent
decades the family and marriage have been
transformed by greater choice and a more equal
relationship between men and women. Giddens
argues that relationships are now characterized by
two general characteristics:

i The basis of marriage and family has
changed into one in which the couple are free to
define the relationship themselves rather than
simply acting out roles that have been defined in
advance by law or tradition. For example, couples
today can chose to cohabit rather than marry

ii. The typical relationship is the ‘pure
relationship.It exists solely to meet the partners’
needs and is likely to continue only so long as it
succeeds. Couples stay together because of love,
happiness of sexual attraction rather than tradition,
a sense of duty or for the sake of the children.
However Giddens notes that with more choice,
personal relationships inevitably become less stable
and can be ended more or less at will by any
partner. For example, most teenagers (57%) think
that their relationships will only last 1 year and
only 2% of relationships at 18 will press to
marriage.

Ulrich Beck puts forward a similar view to that of
Anthony Giddens. Beck argues that we now live in
a ‘risk society’ where tradition has less influence
and people have more choice. As a result we are
more aware of risk (we have developed a ‘risk

consciousness’) because having choice means we
spend more time calculating the risks and rewards
of different courses of action available. Today’s
risk society contrasts with the modern society of
the past with its stable nuclear family and
traditional gender roles. Beck argues that even
though the traditional patriarchal family was
unequal and oppressive, it did provide a stable and
predictable basis for the family by defining each
member’s role and responsibly. However the
patriarchal family has been undermined by two
trends.

Greater Gender Equality — This has challenged
male domination in all spheres of life. Women
now expect equality both at work and in marriage.
Greater individualism — Where people’s actions
are influenced more by calculations of their own
self-interest than by a sense of obligation to others.
These trends have led to the rise of the negotiated
family. Negotiated families do not conform to the
traditional family norm, but vary according to the
wishes and expectations of their members, who
decided what is best for them by discussion. They
enter the relationship on an equal basis. However,
the negotiated family may be more equal, but it is
less stable, because it is characterized by greater
equality.

Postmodernists argue that recent social changes
such as increasing social fragmentation and
diversity have made family more matters of
personal choice and as result families have become
more unstable and more diver.

Post modernity, Social Change and the Family
Postmodernists argue that we no longer live in the
modern world with predictable orderly structures,
such as the nuclear family. Instead society has
entered a new, chaotic postmodern stage.ln
postmodern  society, family structures are
incredibly varied and individuals have much more
freedom of choice in aspects of their lives which
would have been relatively constrained in the past
i.e. lifestyles, personal relationships and family
arrangements.

2.3 Parenting Styles

Parenting is a huge responsibility that
involves the nurturing, caring, instructing,
educating, supporting and rearing of the total well-
being of the child. This study explores the subject
by examining the different styles of parenting and
how it affects children behavior, buttressing the
impact of each parenting style on child
development with fables in the Nigerian context
that illustrate their principles. The parenting styles

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

1SO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal

Page 262



Volume 4, Issue 1, Jan.-Feb., 2024, pp: 255-277

www.ijhssm.org

(‘ International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)

are  the  Authoritarian, the  Permissive,
Authoritative, and the Neglectful Parenting Style.

One of the interesting things about being a
parent is that there is great variation in how we
raise our children. At the same time, there are many
commonalities from one parent to another. In fact,
there is enough similarity that researchers have
tried to group parents into four common parenting
styles. Parenting style refers to the combination of
strategies that a parents use to raise their children.
Determining which type of discipline is right for
your family should be a personal choice based on
your temperament, your child temperament, and
your family's discipline philosophies. There isn’t a
single type of discipline that will work for all kids
or all families and in every situation. It’s likely that
you might take an eclectic approach, where you use
a few different techniques from each type of
discipline.

2.3.1 Authoritarian Parenting

Authoritarian parents believe kids should
follow the rules without exception. Authoritarian
parents are famous for saying, "Because | said so,"
when a child questions the reasons behind a rule.
They are not interested in negotiating and their
focus is on obedience.

They also do not allow Kkids to get
involved in problem-solving challenges or
obstacles. Instead, they make the rules and enforce
the consequences with little regard for a child's
opinion. Authoritarian parents may use
punishments instead of discipline. So rather than
teach a child how to make better choices, they
invested in making kids feel sorry for their
mistakes.

Child who grew up with strict
authoritarian parents tend to follow rules much of
the time. But, their obedience comes at a price.
Children of authoritarian parents are at a higher
risk of developing self-esteem problems because
their opinions are not valued.

They may also become hostile or
aggressive. Rather than think about how to do
things better in the future, they often focus on the
anger they feel toward their parents. Since
authoritarian parents are often strict, their children
may grow to become good liars in an effort to
avoid punishment.

2.3.2 Authoritative Parenting

Authoritative parents put a lot of effort
into creating and maintaininga  positive
relationship with their children, they explain the
reasons behind the rule and also enforce rules and

give consequences, but take their children's feelings
into consideration. Authoritative parents have rules
and they use consequences, but they also take their
children's opinions into account. They validate their
children's feelings, while also making it clear that
the adults are ultimately in charge. Authoritative
parents invest time and energy into preventing
behavioral problems before it started. They also use
positive discipline strategies to reinforce positive
behavior, like praise and reward system and are
tend to be successful in life.

2.4.3  Permissive Parenting

Permissive parents set very few rules and
boundaries and they are reluctant to enforce rules.
These parents are warm and indulgent but they do
not like to say no or disappoint their wards.Any
parent that set rules but rarely enforce them, they
do not give out consequences very often, or parent
that think their child will learn best with little
interference from them sound like permissive
parent, Permissive parents are lenient, they often
only step in when there is a serious problem.

They are quite forgiving and they adopt an
attitude of "kids will be kids." When they do use
consequences, they may not make those
consequences stick. They might give privileges
back if a child begs. Permissive parents usually
take on more of a friend role than a parent role.
They often encourage their children to talk with
them about their problems, but they usually don't
put much effort into discouraging poor choices or
bad behavior. Kids who grow up with permissive
parents are more likely to struggle academically.
They may exhibit more behavioral problems as
they don't appreciate authority and rules. They
often have low self-esteem and may report a lot of
sadness.They are also at a higher risk for health
problems, like obesity, because permissive parents
struggle to limit junk food intake. They are even
more likely to have dental cavities because
permissive parents often do not enforce good
habits, like ensuring a child brushes his
teeth.Children of permissive parents tend to have
the worst outcomes:

. Cannot follow rules.

. Have worse self-control.

. Possess egocentric tendencies.

" Encounter more problems in relationships

and social interactions.

2.3.4  Neglectful Parenting (Uninvolved)
Neglectful parents do not set firm

boundaries or high standards. They are indifferent

to their children’s needs and uninvolved in their
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lives. These uninvolved parents may have mental
issues themselves such as depression, or physical
abuse or child neglect when they were kids.Any
parent that do not ask their child about school or
homework or rarely know where your child is or
who she is with, or do not spend much time with
your child is a neglectful parent. Uninvolved
parents tend to have little knowledge of what their
children are doing. There tend to be few rules.
Children may not receive much guidance,
nurturing, and parental action.

Uninvolved parents expect children to raise
themselves. They don't devote much time or energy
into meeting children's basic needs. Uninvolved
parents may be neglectful but it's not always
intentional. A parent with mental health issues or
substance abuse problems, for example, may not be
able to care for a child's physical or emotional
needs on a consistent basis.

At other times, uninvolved parents lack
knowledge about child development. And
sometimes, they're simply overwhelmed with other
problems, like work, paying bills, and managing a
household. Children with uninvolved parents are
likely to struggle with self-esteem issues. They
tend to perform poorly in school. They also exhibit
frequent behavior problems and rank low in
happiness. Children of neglectful parents are more:

] Impulsive.

] Cannot self-regulate emotion.

" Encounter more delinquent behavior and
addictions problems.

" Have more mental issues: e.g. suicidal

behavior in adolescents.

24 Juvenile Delinquency

Juvenile  delinquency, known  as
juvenile offending, or youth crime, which is
participation in illegal behavior by juveniles,
most legal systems prescribe specific procedures
for dealing with juveniles, such as juvenile
detention centers, and courts. A juvenile delinquent
is a person who is typically under the age of 18 and
commits an act that otherwise would have been
charged as a crime if they were an adult.
Depending on the type and severity of the offence
committed, persons under 18 cannot be charged
andtried as adults. Moreover, we can also
consider the juvenile delinquency as a
blameworthy child, blameworthy minor, culpable
youth, derelict adolescent, derelict inexperienced
person, derelict junior, immature youngster,
misbehaving teenager, miscreant, misguided teen,
misguided young person, neglectful fledgling,

offending immature person, violator underage,
young wrongdoer (Eadie& Morley, 2007).

According to the FBI, a juvenile is anyone
under the age of 18 regardless of how each
individual state defines a juvenile. A delinquent is
an individual who fails to obey the laws. Juvenile
delinquency is defined as an individual under the
age of 18 who fails to abide by the laws. Juveniles
are the most significant segment not only in
Nigeria but also to the global society. They are
regarded as the leaders of tomorrow, so when they
are handled well in a bonfire way, in a manner that
even the Society will feel comfortable for the
betterment of future generation.

If the society fails to accommodate them
and give them such care, sometimes when they feel
segregated, they react sharply to any
antisocialactivity in the sense that they stand for
their own right. Indeed, lack of parental attention,
scarcity of basic needs and any other social feelings
of unhappiness, worry and disappointment that they
might experience at their tender age touches them
so deeply. Many of them cannot cope with the
abnormal situation. They respond to social
anomalies in ways that are not approved by social
norms and law.

At times the elderly one’s who are well
experienced in crimes misguides the young
folks by forming them a gang in order to
commit the type of crime they want -either
individually or collectively (Goodhart, 1953).
Some of them use tochoose beratedlife pattern by
developing juveniles sub-culture to exhibit their
resistance that injustice has been done to them.
Juvenile delinquency cannot be considered by
keeping it apart from social reality. Social
segregation by the society increase of juvenile
delinquency, the emergence of juvenile, sub-
culture and suggesting that the juvenile has been
subjected to malnourishment. If the dominant
culture of society fails to accommodate all the
children sufficiently, the deprived young folks will
stand up with their sub-culture. Moreover, the
problem of juvenile delinquency is becoming
more complicated nowadays in Nigeria context
especially Lagos state south west Nigeria along
with other countries, and universal delinquency
crime behavioral programs prevention are either
unequipped to deal with the present realities or
do not exist atall (Khan &Rahman, 2008).

In recent years we can easily identify the
crimes committed by minors from high-profile
criminal cases. In Georgia, this topic is up-to-date
and hurtful. That is why it is interesting to observe
what can lead to juvenile delinquency, how it can
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be prevented, what is necessary for the
rehabilitation of juveniles, and what programs are
being implemented in this regard. The factors
causing the crime are complex. It comprises
psychological and social circumstances that interact
with each other, causing particular behavior.
According to a survey conducted in Kutaisi, most
respondents consider family relationships to cause
a crime committed by a minor. In their view, most
juvenile delinquents lack parental care. The
respondents say that children with parents abroad
sometimes find themselves in the wrong
environment and “go astray.” Children who live on
the streets, lacking a home, consider being at risk.
Childhood  psychological trauma, violence,
imitation of criminal authorities, etc, are also cited
as reasons for juvenile delinquency.

A family, especially parents, plays a big
role in the development of the child/adolescent.
Issues associated with family can be one of the risk
factors. These issues can be economic, social, etc.
In Georgia, with the increasing number of
immigrants rises the number of minors left without
a parent. For grandparents or other caregivers,
sometimes it is challenging to pay attention and
supervise these children so they do not end up in an
unfavorable environment. Improper surroundings
may push a child/adolescent to commit a crime.
The causes of committing a crime can be domestic
violence, parental indifference and their bad habits,
etc.

Poor socio-economic status, indifferent
attitude of parents, feelings of inferiority, lack of
attention, and many other reasons can lead to
various types of psychological issues in children
and adolescents. For example, depression, fears,
and complexes, excessive aggression, etc. This can
provoke the minor to commit a crime. According to
Georgian legislation, legal prosecution does not
apply to children under the age of 14, which can
lead to “impunity syndrome” in minors. This
means that a minor knowing there won’t be a
punishment for a crime may re-offend. Adults on
the streets use this situation to their advantage, and
there are cases when relatively grown-up and
“experienced” children force the younger ones to
commit crimes knowing that they can “avoid the
dangers, and complexes, excessive aggression, etc.
This can provoke the minor to commit a crime.
Against such factors as violence, psychological
issues, “street life,” etc that push a minor to commit
a crime, there needs to be an opportunity for the
minor to see the right path. International experience
divides the crime prevention level into three levels:
. Primary;

. Secondary;

. Tertiary;

At every level, preventive measures are of
particular importance in the fight against the crime.
LEPL Center for Crime Prevention was established
in 2012 and promotes the prevention of juvenile
delinquency, rehabilitation and re-socialization of
former juvenile prisoners, and institutional
development of mediation. Teens are still immature
and do not think like adults, therefore they are
prone to making mistakes or committing crimes
that are not fully in their control. Teens can break
laws for various reasons, and there are a number of
factors that can lead them to juvenile delinquency.
This study identified some of the reasons why teens
become juvenile delinquents and what causes them
to commit crimes:

Broken Family

A teen adopts moral and ethical values from his
parents and other family members. It goes without
saying that family plays a vital role in shaping a
teen’s behavior and grooming his/her personality.
However, teens become violent or show signs of
juvenile delinquency only when they’re facing
disturbance at home. Broken or disturbed families
with bad relations can cause teens to go astray and
become violent. Single parents are often busy
working; therefore they’re not able to spend quality
time with their children. This causes teens to seek
attention from others, especially their peers.

Lack of communication

Often lack of discourse in the family can lead
children to find solace other than homes. When
they are not having any communication with their
parents or family members at home, they may lose
unity, trust, and understanding, which can
eventually lower their self-esteem or self-
confidence. Once they feel they’re losing their
individuality, they tend to do things they shouldn’t
do to boost their self-confidence. They blindly
follow their peers and adopt their unhealthy
lifestyles. They shoplift and consume drugs to look
cool in the eyes of their peers.

Lack of finances

Most of the time, the cause of juvenile delinquency
is economic problem in the family, youth from a
poor economic status get involved in criminal
activities .The failure of parent to provide
necessities of life such as food clothing, shelter etc
draw their children to delinquency in a quest for
earning by whatever means. Young or adult, may
lead to a wrong path to improve their financial
conditions. Teens become juvenile delinquents due
to lack of finances. When they experience poor
economic conditions, they start engaging in the
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wrong activities. They may start selling drugs or
steal things to improve their economic conditions.
Lack of Social and moral training

Teens who have not given any social or moral
training often lead to juvenile delinquency. It is the
parent’s duty to teach moral and ethical values to
their children. They should teach them the
difference between right and wrong behavior. Lack
of social and moral values can lead children to poor
interaction with others and make them less
confident. They may become selfish and arrogant.
They would not know how to respect the laws of
the state. Parents often neglect their children and
pay more focus on working hard to earn money for
them. However, while doing so, they forget the
importance of spending quality time with their
children. In their absence, children tend to spend
time with someone who pays attention to them.
They may also fall into wrong hands or get
involved in a bad company while seeking attention
from someone other than their parents.
Urbanization

Industrial development and economic growth like
Lagos state has resulted in urbanization which in
turn bring about the migration of large number of
population from the rural area to urban area, it also
resulted in problems such as housing,
overcrowding, slum dwelling and so on. The high
cost of living in urban area makes it necessary for
women to take up outdoor jobs for supporting their
family financially. This results in the neglect of
children or ineffective or almost nil parental
control. Thus, this unplanned urbanization is one of
the causes of juvenile delinquency in Lagos state.

2.4.1  Types of Juvenile Delinquency
Delinquency exhibits a variety of styles of conduct
or forms of behaviour. Each of the patterns has its
own social context, the causes that are alleged to
bring it about, and the forms of prevention or
treatment most often suggested as appropriate for
the pattern in question.Howard Becker (1966)
identified four types of delinquencies: individual
delinquency, group-supported delinquency,
organized delinquency, and situational delinquency
i Individual delinquency

This refers to delinquency in which only one
individual is involved in committing a delinquent
act and its cause is located within the individual
delinquent. Most of the explanations of this
delinquent behavior come from psychiatrists.Their
argument is that delinquency is caused by
psychological problems stemming primarily from
defective/faulty/pathological ~family interaction
patterns.

Researches of Healy and Bronner, Albert Bandura
and Richard Walters, Edwin Powers and Helen
Witmer, and Henry Meyer and Edgar Borgatta are
based on this approach. Healy and Bronner (1936)
compared delinquent youths with their non-
delinquent siblings and analyzed the difference
between them.Their most important finding was
that over 90 per cent of the delinquents compared
to 13 per cent of their non-delinquent siblings had
unhappy home lives and felt discontented with their
life circumstances. The nature of unhappiness
differed: some felt rejected by parents and others
felt either inferior or jealous of siblings or suffered
from mental conflict.

They indulged in delinquency as a solution to these
problems, as it (delinquency) either brought
attention from parents or provided support from
peers or reduced their guilt feelings. Later studies
also identified important aspects of family relations
leading to delinquencies.Bandura and Walters
compared the aggressive actions of white
delinquents with those of non-delinquent boys with
no clear sign of economic hardship. They found
that delinquents differed from non-delinquents a
little in their relationship with their mothers but
more in their relationship with their fathers.Thus,
father-son rather than mother-son relations seemed
more crucial in delinquency, as delinquent boys
could not internalize moral values because of the
absence of good role models in their fathers. In
addition, their discipline was also more harsh and
stern.

ii. Group-supported delinquency

In this type, delinquencies are committed in
companionship with others and the cause is located
not in the personality of the individual or in the
delinquent’s family but in the culture of the
individual’s home and neighborhood. The studies
of Thrasher and Shaw and McKay talk of this type
of delinquency.The main finding in understanding
why the young became delinquent was their
association and companionship with others already
delinquent. This was later put very clearly by
Sutherland, who developed the theory of
differential association.Unlike the psychogenic
explanations, this set of ideas focuses on what is
learnt and who it is learnt from rather than on the
problems that might produce motivation to commit
delinquencies.

iii. Organised delinquency

This type refers to delinquencies that are
committed by formally organized groups. These
delinquencies were analyzed in the United States in
the 1950s and the concept of ‘delinquent
subculture’ was developed.This concept refers to
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the set of values and norms that guide the behavior
of group members encourage the commission of
delinquencies, award status on the basis of such
acts and specify typical relationships to persons
who fail outside the groupings governed by group
norms.Cohen was the first person to refer to this
type of delinquency. He was followed by Cloward
and Ohlin and a few others.

iv. Situational delinquency

The above-mentioned three types of delinquencies
have one thing in common. In all of them,
delinquency is viewed as having deep roots. In
individual  delinquency  (according to the
psychogenic explanation), the roots of delinquency
lie primarily within the individual; in group-
supported and organised delinquencies (the
sociogenic explanation). The roots (of delinquency)
lie in the structure of the society with emphasis
either on the ecological areas where delinquency
prevails or on the systematic way in which social
structure places some individuals in a poor position
to compete for success.

Situational delinquency provides a different
perspective. Here the assumption is that
delinquency is not deeply rooted, and motives for
delinquency and means for controlling it are often
relatively simple.A young man indulges in a
delinquent act without having a deep commitment
to delinquency because of less developed impulse-
control and/or because of weaker reinforcement of
family restraints, and because he has relatively
little to lose even if caught.David Matza is one
scholar who refers to this type of delinquency.
However, the concept of situational delinquency is
undeveloped and is not given much relevance in
the problem of delinquency causation. It is a
supplement to rather than a replacement of other

types.

2.4.2  Impact of negative practice of parent on
their wards

It is every parents dream to have his or her
child grows up into a responsible person. Even
though every parent wishes the best for his or her
child, at times bad parenting gets in the way of
achieving this. Bad parenting has lots of negative
effects in the life of your child. It is therefore
important for each and every parent to evaluate his
or her parenting skills so as to know the effects of
such parenting on the child.While it is impossible
to be an all-round perfect parent, it is never wrong
to try and be the best that you can be. Since a
parent guides the child, molding him or her into the
person they ultimately become and also acts as a

role model, bad parenting can spell destruction for
your child. The most common mistakes many
parents made include neglecting the child and not
correcting him or her. This leads to a number of
problems in the children.

One of the hardest tasks to achieve is to
have a good and consistent parenting style. There
are instances of bad parenting that can have lasting
consequences on children. Most parents use their
own upbringing as a blueprint for parenting, which
is not recommended due to evolution of society and
social environment. It is proven that certain
practices of parenting are more harmful than they
are beneficial to your child.

Bad parenting can have many adverse
effects on your child. With our lifestyles being as
fast-paced as they are today, it might seem easy to
just tell your child what to do. However, you must
remember that your child is an individual who
requires care and nurturing from you. Make the
time to join parenting groups and forums and bring
up any issues you might be facing. Have an honest
conversation with other parents and listen to any
advice they might have. If there are any signs of the
effects of poor parenting in your child, it might be
best to consult a child psychologist.There are
several actions and incidences that could make you
a bad parent. Here are a few examples of bad
parenting that you must avoid at all costs:

a. Antisocial Behaviour:

When your child does not consider how his/her
actions might affect others, it is known as antisocial
behaviour. A severe form of this can lead to
substance abuse, mental health problems, crime,
and poor health. Bad parenting actions like parental
drug abuse, domestic violence, and maternal
depression usually contribute to this condition. This
is also observed in children whose parents
displayed critical, negative, and coercive behavior,
being a Poor example, your child will pick up on
all your habits and behaviors. You might want to
think about why and where your child has picked
up a particular behavior from. Smoking, drinking,
taking hard drugs in the presence of the children or
even sending then to buy this kind of substance to
satisfy yourself will have a negative impact on
children. Sometimes ago, | interact with a friend
who indeed belief domestic violence is part of man
ego to dominate his wife, at every mistakes the
wife committed he chooses beating and kicking as
a tools for correction, until I counsel him and he
opened up that the habit inherited from his father,
delinquents behavior can be hereditary.
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b. Disciplining the Child in Public:

Parent can lose their patience and scold, yell, or
even hit their child in public. This can have a
serious impact on the child’s confidence, and the
feeling of shame arising from this method of
discipline will be hard to shake off.

C. Encouragement:

You discharged authority about everything, from
brushing teeth to picking the right clothes rather
than encouraging your child with support and also
commend or appreciate them when they do good.
Children need support, especially during stressful
times like a performance at school or examinations.
You could be more concerned about your work,
and this might leave your child feeling anxious.
Parents should praise their children for
achievements at all times and encourage more they
can do better.

d. Affection:

You do not give your child hugs or say ‘I love you’
to your child often. This will make your child feel
emotionally disconnected from you. You do not
take the time to have a conversation with your child
and understand his/her feelings. Parent should
respect their child’s feeling, when opinions and
feelings are disregarded and not addressed in a
healthy manner, it could adversely affect kids. You
are always too busy to talk or play with your child
or just have no interest to do these things. Being
glued to your phone screen while your child is
talking to you can make them feel neglected.

e. Rules:

Children need structure and boundaries in order to
grow up to be healthy individuals. If the child does
not grow with discipline, then he/she will suffer in
situations outside home environment and become a
problem to the society he/she belongs to.

f. Comparism:

Parentswho constantly tell their child that he/she
should be like other children and emulate their
positive traits. This is a sign of bad parenting.
Using a tone that shows disapproval of all your
child’s actions will leave a negative mark on
him/her.

g. Depression

Many studies have shown that parents who have a
negative approach will have children with a higher
susceptibility to depression. Bad parenting actions
that lead to depression include low levels of
emotional and physical support, physical
punishment, and an unhealthy expression of
negative emotions. This happens especially when
the child grows up in a family where abuse whether
physical or emotional has become a norm. This

also occurs when a child suffers from neglect as a
child. Such children may have difficulty in making
friend and trusting people as they find it easier to
push people away than to open up. On the 10" of
November 22, 2022, a young lady named Tutu an
instructor at SSA, Lagos committed suicide on the
3rd main land bridge, information revealed she
order a uber driver at 3am to take her out, on
getting to the bridge she stopped the driver,
alighted from the vehicle and jump into the lagoon,
reason for the suicide is still farfetched as it could
only be traced to depression.

2.4.3  Theories of Juvenile Delinquency
Juvenile delinquency refers to underage individual
performing illegal actions. This study examine
theories associated with juvenile delinquency, these
includes:  anomie,  subculture,  differential
opportunity, Rational Choice Theory, Strain
Theory and Social Learning Theory. No single
theoretical orientation can adequately explain the
multiple variables and factors that cause delinquent
behavior, so criminologists have taken the best
parts of different social theories and combined
them to explain crime and delinquency.

2.4.3.1 Anomie Theory

Anomie theory was first developed by Robert
Merton in the 1940°s. Merton’s theory explains that
juvenile delinquency occurs because the juveniles
do not have the means to make themselves happy.
Given their limited perspective, they often find that
their goals are unattainable and so they often resort
to unlawful means to attain their goals,a juvenile
who does not have money wants to get a job and
purchase car to get to work, but they do not have
money. As a result, they might decide to steal a car
or steal money to purchase a car.

2.4.3.2 Sub-culture Theory

In 1955, Albert Cohen developed the subculture
theory, which is actually an amalgamation of
several of his theories. Subculture theory posits that
juveniles who do not “fit” and/or meet
conventional social standards may seek validation
from a subculture. The subculture group is formed
of other juveniles who also do not meet
conventional social standards. These groups then
engage in behavior that is generally viewed not
socially acceptable; and so, they actively rebel
against socially acceptable standards. Cohen
understands juvenile delinquency to be a product of
society. Given this, when juveniles commit crimes,
such as stealing, they do so because they are
violating a social norm, and in doing so they signal
conformity with their subculture.
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2.4.3.3 Differential Opportunity Theory
Differential opportunity theory, developed by
Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin in 1960,
believes that opportunity plays a role in juvenile
delinquency. Cloward and Ohlin believe that if
juveniles were presented with more opportunities
to succeed, they would be less likely to turn to
affiliation ~ with  subculture  groups  for
validation.Additionally, differential opportunity
theory holds that there may be other circumstances
besides social factors that contribute to a juvenile’s
delinquency. For example, the theory posits that the
juvenile may be successful during school but may
fail to find gainful employment. The inability to
find gainful employment can lead the juvenile to be
delinquent (not simply social factors).The
differential opportunity theory differs from the
subculture theory because there are reasons other
than social factors that can lead a juvenile to be
delinquent. If the juvenile has more opportunities,
they will be more willing to succeed than to join a
subculture

2.4.3.4 Rational Choice Theory

Classical theory, also
called Rational or Choice Theory, is based on the
early writings of CesareBeccaria (1738-1794) and
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832). This explanation
assumes that crime results from a rational process
in which offenders make decisions and choices,
often planning their criminal activity so as to
maximize the benefits and avoid the risks (Cornish
&Clarke, 2016).According to classical
theory, crime and delinquency are attributed to free
will & voluntary choice. People commit a crime
and engage in delinquency for the simple reason
that they made an individual rational decision to do
so. In light of this, it was assumed that because
crime was a rational choice, offenders could
be deterred by punishment.

Explanations of crime as a rational choice,
while supported in some cases, are also disputed by
scholars and researchers. In the latter instance,
there is concern that the theory does not explain
criminal behavior as much as it helps support a
legal system that endeavors to justify punishments
to “fit” crimes.Interestingly enough, even though
rational choice explanations do not always enjoy
support across the board, they remain popular with
the public. Likewise, they are widely supported by
law enforcement, lawmakers, and even some
academic disciplines, like economics, political
science, and law.

Lawrence Cohen and Marcus Felson
(1979) developed a version of rational choice

theory called routine activity theory to help explain
trends and cycles in the crime rate since the 1960s.
They concluded that crime is related to the
interaction of three variables associated with the
“routine activities” of everyday life: the availability
of suitable targets of crime; the absence of capable
guardians; and the presence of motivated
offenders. So for example, when looking at the
crime of theft, it is assumed that when more homes
are unoccupied due to more persons employed (and
fewer neighbors, family members, or relatives
looking after them), they are more likely to be
targeted by unemployed teens or young adults.

The routine activity approach links
delinquency to social conditions that increase
opportunities for crime; likewise, they emphasize
the role that the victim’s lifestyle and behavior play
in the crime process. Felson (2019) described how
growth and social changes in cities, neighborhoods,
and schools have increased the likelihood of crime
occurring.There is evidence that supports the idea
that a lot of juvenile crime reflects rational choices
are being made, as crime has a tendency to occur
when youth perceive that their chances of being
caught are low; even if they are caught, many are
aware that the punishment for juvenile crime is
often much less than for comparable crimes
committed by adults.

2.4.3.5 Strain Theories

Strain theories of delinquency explain the
delinquency of youths as a response to a lack of
socially approved opportunities. Simply put, it is a
theory that explains delinquency as caused by the
“strain” or frustration of not having an equal
opportunity or means to achieve commonly
idealized goals such as economic or social success.
In this manner, we might also think of strain
theories as structural theories, given how
opportunities are not always evenly distributed and
available to everyone, based on how they are
situated within social structure.

Strain theorists regard juvenile antisocial
behavior as caused by the frustrations of lower
class youth when they find themselves unable to
achieve the material success expected of the middle
class.

Robert Merton (1957) was an eminent
social theorist who elaborated strain theory from
Emile  Durkheim’s  concept of “anomie” or
“normlessness.” Merton applied Durkheim’s
anomie theory as a means to explain how crime
might result from the rapidly changing conditions
in society; especially in societies where
competition for success, wealth, and material goods
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are  highly valued like Nigeria.  Social
disorganization leads to uncertainty, confusion, and
shifting moral values, referred to as anomie or
normlessness. Conditions of anomie exist when the
rule of law is weakened and becomes powerless to
maintain social control.

Given these social conditions, a conflict may result
when persons with little formal education and
access to economic resources are denied in their
efforts to achieve the common goals esteemed in
American society. This causes an individual-level
conflict and may, furthermore, produce a sense of
alienation, hopelessness, and frustration.

Merton claimed this experience of
frustration may incentivize persons to engage in
alternative/delinquent/criminal means in order that
they may attain their socially desired goals, such as
economic or social success. The discrepancy
between what persons Strain Theory emphasizes
that most people share similar values, goals, and
want and their limited opportunities to achieve
them produces frustration, or “aspirations; but
many people do not have equal ability or means to
achieve strain.”

Thus, under conditions of anomie, crime
may be considered a ‘“normal” response to the
strain of existing social conditions.Because
opportunities for success are more open for the
middle and upper classes, strain is experienced
most by those in the lower socio-economic classes,
where quality education and employment
opportunities are more limited. The strain and
frustration resulting from blocked opportunities
increase the likelihood that some individuals will
use deviant and illegitimate means to achieve their
goals.

Strain theory explains why many lower-
class youth resort to theft, drug dealing, and other
delinquent behavior when they perceive fewer
legitimate means and opportunities to achieve their
goals. Strain and social disorganization are similar
because they emphasize the relationship between
social variables such as poverty, economic
opportunity, and available goods and services to
crime and delinquency. Strain is more common
among lower-class people, who live in rural as well
as inner-city urban areas characterized by increased
social problems and crime. Strain theory has been
expanded and further developed by other
criminologists.

2.4.3.6 Social Process (Learning) Theories
These theories generally emphasize explanations
that explain delinquency on the basis of social

interactions between individuals and social group
influences that lead to delinquency.

Differential association theory was developed by
Edwin Sutherland, who believed that delinquency
is learned behavior as youths interact with each
other. The theory is founded on a number of
propositions  (Sutherland  &Cressey, 2000}
Differential ~ association  theory holds  that
delinquency is a learned behavior as youth interact
closely with other deviant youth.

1. METHODOLOGY
This section presents a detailed discussion of how
the study was carried out which includes research
design, study area and study population, sampling
procedures, method of data collection/research
instruments and method of analysis.
3.1 Research Design
This study adopted exploratory research design.
Exploratory research design was considered
because the study was aimed at unraveling Juvenile
delinquency peculiar to Oregun remand home,
Lagos State. This study adopted the use of
qualitative data to obtain information from
different category of remanded inmates.
3.2 Study Area
The study adopted the Special Correctional center
for boys,Oregun, Lagos state formally named
Oregun Remand Home in Lagos. This location was
selected because it has become the abode of
delinquents who engaged in prominent cases of
crime which has been rampant in Lagos state.
Similarly, it was the only correctional centre which
approved of the study among others which the
researcher informed about the study. Considering
the size of the respondents which were 96 in
number.
3.3 Brief History of Study Area
The Special correctional center for boys, Oregun
was initially known as Boys Remand
Home,Oregun, Lagos State. The Remand home in
Lagos State is as old as Social Welfare in Nigeria.
Remand home became part of Nigerian correctional
center and welfare system since 1942. In 1945 the
first ever, Boys Remand home was established at
Military Street, off King George Road, Lagos
Island, Ikoyi extension. It was later moved to No 1,
Industrial Avenue, Sabo, and Yaba. In the early
60s,Bolade Boys remand home also existed at
Oshodi in the late 60s. In 1976, Boys remand home
in Sabo, Yaba, with the existing home in Oregun.
The existence of remand home was necessitated as
a result of economic situation of the state, high
inflow of people into the state without considering
where they would live brought a lot of miscreants,
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children and young people living on the street.In
adherent to what is obtainable internationally, the
United Nation Resolution on right of a Child,
convention on the right of the child (CRC), the
child right law of Lagos state came into being in
May 2007 to replace the children and Young
person’s law. This is a major step taken by the
Lagos state Government through the State
Assembly to protect and guarantee the future of our
children.

The law is expected to address the lapses in the
children and young person’s law in terms of
children exploitations such as child labor, child
abuse, child molestations, child assault and child

3.5 Sample Size

trafficking amongst others. Hence, for the
upgrading of remand home to specialized special
correctional center for boys, so that it can
accommodate the new introductions and extended
scope of work.

34 Study Population

The study targeted boys in specialized center for
boys in Oregun which are categorized into four:
run away from home; raided on the streets; the
offended; and those that were beyond parental
control. The age of the boys ranges from 12 years to
18 years.

The sample size was obtained from the study area as follows:

Category of remanded inmates Number
Runaway 54
Offenders 15
Rescue 14
Reported 9

Total 96

Having calculated the above, there were 96 boys.

3.6 Research Instrument

The study made use of qualitative method of data
gathering based on the fact that the respondents are
not many and also they are minors, not all of them
can read and write,the study utilize this method so
that adequate can be deducted or achieved
.Interviews were conducted in the participants
natural and preferred setting in order to create
mutual trust and to show respect to the respondents.
Based on the scope of the study, the use of
structured in-depth interview (IDI) as the data
gathering instrument seems appropriate.The sample
size for the qualitative technique was deemed
appropriate for the study because the sample for
qualitative research tends to be relatively smaller
and non-random, (Awofeso, 2015)

3.7 Validity and Reliability of Instrument
The researcher through pilot study and pre-testing
selected boys in the correctional centrein Oregun
for internal validity.Also, reviewers were employed
to monitor the quality of the data collection
instruments in line with the standard norms and the
analyses processes so as to establish validation of
evidences for significant findings and conclusions
drawn in the study to achieve the face, content,
construct and criterion-related validity of the
research instruments. Moreover, internal validity
will be done to assess the consistency of result
across items within a test and external validity to

assess the extent to which a measure varies from
one to use to another. Inter-rater reliability which
refers to the extent to which two or more
individuals agree will also be adopted to determine
the authentication ofthe key informant and in-depth
interviews results.

3.8 Method of Data Analysis

In this study, qualitative data analysis was adopted.
This was done through in-depth interviews which
were recorded and transcribed verbatim and
thematically for data analysis. Data obtained were
content analysed to capture the views of the
participants in tandem with the notes taken in the
course of the interrogation.

3.9 Ethical Consideration

Based on the required ethical standards of studies
involving human subjects appropriate approvals
orconsents to be part of the sample population were
obtained and the privacy of the respondents was
protected. Respondents and the correctional
facilities officials were briefed about the study and
its expected outcomes or benefits. Fourethical
considerations that were relevant to this study are:
Beneficence to participants: There are no direct
and immediate benefits for participants in this
study.

Confidentiality of data: Efforts were made to
make the instruments anonymous. The survey
instrument did not require participants’ names,
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signatures, addresses or telephone numbers on it.
Participants were assigned identification numbers
derived from the interview guides numbers in the
communities of study.

Non-malfeasance to participants: There were no
physical risks associated with involvement in this
study. If participants feel uncomfortable with any
of the questions, they are not under any forced
obligation to answer such questions.
Voluntariness:  Voluntariness:  Respondents’
participation in the study was totally voluntary.
Respondents can choose to withdrawal from
participating in the study.

3.10 Problems Encountered on the Field
Some inmates of the correctional facilitywere
reluctant in giving information on peculiar cases
which the researcher inquired. The researcher
respected their opinions and worked with willing
inmates.

The researcher could neither get existing
statistics or report on the activities of inmates at the
correctional facilityas a result of the strictness
attached to getting sensitive information and
occasional refusal to grant permission for the study,
this made it impossible for the researcher to have
and make available any existing data on arrested,
remanded or convicted individual based on the
stringent laws and security sensitivity,this is partly
because of the security sensitivity of the area of
study and heavy concentration of security
operatives which places huge embargo on any
potential movement of stranger in the area. There

was no permission granted to the researcher to
inquire and corroborate information given by
inmates from correctional facilityofficials.

There were always interruptions during the
interview process due to some internal issues they
were resolving at the correctional facility. The
interview had to stop on countless occasions
making the researcher wait until the respondent is
ready to continue. In cases where the researcher
could not wait as a result of the perceived delayed
tactics by the participants, the researcher had to
start all over again with another willing respondent.
Lastly, the respondents (inmates) were not
permitted to take pictures with the researcher due to
existing laws and security reasons.

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the results and
findings of the study. Data were gathered in stages
and with qualitative methods. The analysis was
done thematically in tandem with the objectives.
The themes include socio-demographic data of the
interviewees. The study conducted interviews on
interviewees(boys remanded in Oregun correctional
facility) in Oregun, Lagos state; hence, the socio-
demographic data of each category is presented
under the relevant theme. Data collected
throughindepth interviews(IDIs) and were analyzed
using content analysis.The respondents were
ninety-six (96) as at the time the research was
conducted but the researcher was able to interview
ninety-one (91) which means 94% of response rate.

4.1 Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Participants
Table 4.1: Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Participants
SIN Variables Responses Frequency Percentage
Table 1 Age 9-18 82 90%
19-21 9 10%
Total 91 100%
Table 2 Religions Muslims 50 55%
Christians 41 45%
Total 91 100%
Table 3 Tribes Yoruba 66 73%
Hausa 0 0%
Igho 25 27%
Total 91 100%
Table 4 Family Structure Extended 21 23%
Nuclear 70 7%
Table 5 Living with Parent Yes 23 25%
No 68 75%
Total 91 100%
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Source: Fieldwork (2021)

The socio-demographic characteristics of the
participants were presented in Table 4.1 and it
revealed that the distribution of respondent by sex
showed that 100% of the participants were males
because the correctional centre is designed mainly
for males.

On the age of the respondents, data showed that
90% of the respondents were between 9-18 years of
age, while 10% were between the ages of 19-21
years.

Data on the religion of the respondents showed that
55% of the respondent were Muslims which 45%
of them were Christians.

Result on the academic qualification of the
respondents displayed that 90% of the participants
were in primary school despite their age because
there is no provision for the secondary education
within the premise.

On the analysis of tribe of the respondent report
showed that 66(73%) of the respondents were
Yoruba, 25 (27%) were Igbo.

Results on the analysis of the family structure of
the respondents revealed that 21(23%) of the
respondents came from an extended family while
70 (77%) of them came from a nuclear family.
From the findings, it showed that less children from
extended families

Information on the children living with their
biological parents revealed that 23(25%) of the
respondents were living with their biological
parents while 68(75%) were staying with either
their step parent or grandparent. as a result of death
of one of the spouse or separation.

4.2 Data Presentation

4.2 Effect of family structure and parental
control on juvenile delinquency among the boys
in Oregun Remand home

Family structure has significant effects on the
participants as identified in the study area. This is
because most of the study participants especially
those with single parents and orphans living with
guardians or other relatives other than their parents
have interactions with other children and these
interactions with other children, were denied basic
needs of a child like food, good clothing, parental
care and prompt medical attention. These were
captured in the views below:

Most times, | am left to fend for myself by the
woman taking care of me when my parents died.
She is a distant family member that they asked me
to stay with but she does not have much time for me
like she does for her children. Look at my cloth
(points at torn area). It has been like this since |

brought them from our house.

IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l2years

Similarly another respondent said:

I am always given food in the morning when they
are going out and in the evening when they are
back. Most times in the afternoon, | always move
around in the neighbourhood to find what to eat
and | discover that | am not the only one in the
area who is being poorly feed.

IDI/Boy/lIslam/Yoruba/l4years
Similarly another respondent said:
My father is a teacher and my mum a trader; we
are happy family and well behaved before they got
separated, | was forced to stay with my step-mother
who took solace in maltreating me while she take
very good care of hers, | will be left without food to
eat all day which led me to always beg from the
street before eaten, | was raided and brought here
by the police
IDI/Boy/Islam/Igbo/17years

Similarly another respondent said:
| stayed alone with my mother a business woman,
although she put in her best to nurtured us well, but
I'm so disobedient, and very stubborn, on a
particular day | sold my laptop just to buy what my
mother couldn’t afford at the time I request for it,
she became angry at me and reported me here, |
have learnt a lot from this place and | will be of
good behaviour after my jail term.

IDI/Boy/Christian/Igbo/12years
Similarly another respondent said:
My father is a tanker driver and my mother a
trader, they were separated, due to lack of parental
control, | joined some group of guys whom I
paraded as friends, in the year 2018, they stole
phone, they were caught and I was mentioned, I'm
innocent, | knew nothing about the act he said,
IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/18years
Implicit from above is that some of the boys
interrogated in the course of the study claimed to
have been left to fend for their self-survival after
being given breakfast. Meanwhile, this is not only
peculiar to those living with single parents and
orphans living with guardians or other relatives
other than their parents rather, it also affects those
who are still living under the roof of their two
biological parents. This was captured below:
My mum and dad are always busy people. They
only provide basic things for us and when we
demand for what our friends have in their homes,
daddy and mummy always complains and flog us. |
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and my brother now resolved that we will find
means of getting what we want from the street.

IDI/Boy/Christian/Igbo/11years

Similarly another respondent said:
My father is a soldier and my mum a trader, they
are always busy neither did they have time for us,
which led to the influence of peer group, | stole i-
phone from the street, | was caught, took to police
station then brought here, he claimed to be a very
innocent child before he was influenced, perhaps,
he has been learning computer engineering at the
centre and promised to continue a good life after
his jailed term

ID1/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l7years
The above implies that lack of parental care rubs
off on the children and forces them to seek solace
outside parental watch. This exposition has opened
many of the boys to meeting different categories of
other kids who have schooled them differently
from the existing orientation they have from their
family. This means that gradually, many children
do not have strong parental control based on the
number of activities they engage in in the
neighbourhood. This was captured as follows:
Nobody looks for me when | leave the house. |
engage in many things that my parents don’t know
about when I am with my friends and sometimes
when | tell my mummy that | need money she
doesn’t ask what I want to use it for she will just
give it to me so that | will give her peace of mind.
And she doesn’t rebuke me whenever neighbours
report me for any offense. This makes me feel that |
am always right.

IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/15years
Another respondent was of the view that:
My parents put me in the hostel from my primary
school days. They can 't really say they know what |
do neither do I really understand my parents very
well. Most times when we are on holiday, my daddy
will ask me to go and stay with grandma and
because | am the only the grandchild they have in
the family, grandma always satisfy me. But |
noticed that some boys in grandma place likes me,
S0 we begin to get along. It was later that they toast
girls, how to eat hot food, how to smoke and how to
open people windows and sneak in to take their
property
IDI/Boy/Christian/Igbo/16years
Another respondent was of the view that:
My father is a farmer and my mother a trader, |
and my siblings are not well taking care of, this
prompt me to ran away from home to the street,
where | met some group of guys who begs for daily
livelihood, | joined them for live sustenance, even

attimes we engage in petty stealing and
unfortunately | was raided and brought here.
IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l7years

The information provided above showed that some
parents of the participants did not have parental
control over their wards or over their activities.
These altogether spur some of the boys to willfully
engage in some behaviours that are questionable.

4.3 Development of delinquent act by the
children within participants’ family setting
Several explanations have been revealed on how
children develop delinquent acts from the family
settings. This ranged from manifestation of
violence learned from older members of the family
to ignorance by parents and guardians to
behavioural disorder exhibited by children. Others
include poor parenting, poor nutrition, peer
influence, street influence and self-motivated
delinquency. These were captured in the findings
of the study below:

My parents usually fight everyday and my mummy
destroys a lot of things and points knife to my
father whenever they fight. 1 have stopped crying
about their fights because my mother is stubborn
that is why my daddy beats her. That means that
every stubborn people needs serious beating to
keep quiet and show respect. That’s where [
developed the ability and strength to fight whoever
appears stubborn to me or around my friends. They
must fear me the way my mummy fears my daddy
ever since she was beaten and rushed to the
hospital

IDI/Boy/Christian/Igbo/12years

Another participant stated that:

My father is the one who | take after and he is
mostly feared by people in the street. My father can
fight with plenty people at the same time with or
without weapon. There was a day one of my friends
fought with me in school and beat me, | cried home
to my father and he immediately instructed me to
go back to school and make sure | beat back that
friend of mine. He followed me to school and
ensured that | fought that my firmed and injured
him. | was sent away from the school and | went to
another school. But | cannot do a week without
fighting anyone
IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l7years

Implicit from above is that some Kkids develop
delinquent acts from home directly or indirectly.
Some were taught criminal behaviours by their
parents’ attitude at home and in the neighbourhood
or public place while a few have behavioural
disorder which were either left uncorrected or
unnoticed. This was captured below:
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There is nobody that I cannot fight. | get angrily
easily and I don’t know why. I don’t pass my
boundaries but I don’t tolerate nonsense especially
when people want to cheat on me. I'm always
ready for trouble and that is why | always smoke
weed and loud. My eyes would have become very
tiny and I will be on guard to do my thing.
IDI/Boy/Islam/Yoruba/15years

Another participant said:

I cannot even explain how | am where | am today.
What I just know is that | am naturally fearless and
a strong boy from childhood. Nobody can
challenge me in my street and in the garage and
there is nobody that has ever walked up to me to
plead for someone that has not suffered in my
hands. | have raped many girls. If any girl wants to
beg for their boyfriend that we are punishing or
dealing with, we will collect from her and still have
sex with her before we help her.
IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l7years

Another participant said:

| stay with my mum, my father is late, but before his
demise, he was too violent,he got annoyed mostly
at anything and used weapons as tools for defense,
| learnt some bad behaviour from him, one day |
engage in a fight with a boy, and strangled his neck
with an intent to injured him permanently so I can
become fearful, the boy almost lost his life, 1 was
arrested and brought here.
ID1/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l4years

The narratives above showed the prevalence of
self-motivated individuals engaging in criminal
acts unchecked and unhindered in the society he is
perpetrating the acts. Apart from the self-motivated
delinquency, others include poor parenting, poor
nutrition, peer influence and street influence.

4.4 Negative parenting practice that led the
children into bad behaviour

From the study, negative parenting practices
prompted many children in the Oregun remand
home to engage in several bad behaviours such as
stealing, smoking, street fighting, sexual assault,
verbal assault, violent behaviours among peers,
lack of respect for the elderly, etc. These were
captured in the views below:

My father usually send me cigarette and weed. He
even asks me to take out of his alcoholic drink
sometimes when he feels like and | gladly take it.
IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/12years

Another view was expressed thus:

My mother does not allow people to beat or correct
us. If she cannot correct us herself, then nobody is
permitted to do so

IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l4years

Another respondent said:

My mum can verbally abuse anybody, | take after
her. My daddy can also fight anyone especially
when he is drunk and has smoked. I like the part of
him that cannot be bullied by anyone in the street.
When | began to build myself, 1 saw some boys in
the street who also like smoking and drinking like
me. We got along and we began to roll together. |
don’t smoke seriously before until I met them. Some
of them even do drugs and steal money from the
houses in the street to do that but I don’t. I am only
guilty of smoking weed and I have become addicted
to it.

ID1/Boy/Christian/lgbo/14years

Another opinion was expressed as:

When | tell my mummy that I need money she
doesn’t ask what I want to use it for she will just
give it to me so that | will give her peace of mind.
And she doesn’t rebuke me whenever neighbours
report me for any offense. This makes me feel that |
am always right.

IDI/Boy/Christian/Yoruba/l5years
A respondent also corroborated the view:
My parents are mostly respected by the people in
the neighbourhood. So when we do anything
wrong, my mum will remind us that it must not be
public knowledge. So | come to understand that
even my parents love harboring the negative things
we do. For instance when my sister was pregnant
and it was aborted, my mum said that she was
saved from public embarrassment by doing the
abortion. I also know that my mum does not respect
the woman that cleans the compound. This makes
me disrespect her and other old people looking like
her everywhere | go. | just hate old people that look
like witches.
IDI/Boy/Islam/Yoruba/17years
The narrative above showed that the participants
have several bad behaviours such as stealing,
smoking, street fighting, sexual assault, verbal
assault, violent behaviours among peers, lack of
respect for the elderly.
4.5 Measures put in place by the parent,
government and voluntary organization to
reduce or eradicate juvenile delinquency
The practice of juvenile delinquency was corrected
using multifaceted means. This involves the
government, private sector and relevant
stakeholders in the society. The study revealed that
government expectedly built correctional centers
for adolescents who engage in criminal acts with
the view to check these acts and sustain peace in
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the society. The study showed that juvenile
delinquents remanded in the correctional facilities
were taken through series of rehabilitation which
includes medical, mental, vocational, educational,
religious and nutritional programmes with the view
of making them to live a useful life and be fitted
into the society when they complete their terms.

V. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary

The research is on the influence of family
structure and parental control on the rate of juvenile
delinquency in Oregun Remand Home. The
respondents generally agreed that family structure
has a strong relationship and parental control. Also,
the studied respondent presented there has a strong
relationship between family structure, parental
control and juvenile delinquency. The kind of
family setting a child come from determine the
kind of orientation and upbringing such child
would have.

Chapter one provided the introduction
with the background to the study. This chapter as
well discussed the statement of the problem.

Chapter two reviewed related literature on
the concept and meaning of family, functions of
family, type of family, sociology perspectives of
family, the meaning of parenting styles, types and
theories of parenting styles, effect of negative
parenting practice on juvenile. The meaning of
juvenile and juvenile delinquency, the theoretical
underpinning juvenile.

Chapter three discussed the research
methodology. The chapter stated the type of
research design adopted in the study. A sample size
of nine one (91) respondents were selected for
qualitative instrument, (in-depth interview) in
Oregun Remand home, Lagos state

This section presents the results and
findings of the study. Data were gathered in stages
and with qualitative methods. The analysis was
done thematically in tandem with the objectives.
The themes include socio-demographic data of the
interviewees. The study conducted interviews on
interviewees(boys remanded in Oregun correctional
facility) in Oregun, Lagos state; hence, the socio-
demographic data of each category is presented
under the relevant theme. Data collected
throughindepth interviews(IDIs) and were analyzed
using content analysis.

Chapter five presented summary of the
findings and also made necessary conclusion based
on the findings of the study. This chapter also made

necessary recommendations for the study based on
outcome of its investigation.

5.2 Conclusion

The study assessed the effect of family
structure on juvenile delinquency among the boys
in Oregun Remand home, Lagos. The wards
studied were 91. It was discovered in the course of
study that most of the delinquent juvenile were not
happy with their present predicament as a result of
maltreatment of their step parent due to the death or
separation of their biological parents based on the
findings. The study suggested that children should
be shown love and affections, they should be
monitored closely, and they should be given
opportunity to express their mind, pain and joy. It
was also discovered that not all the victims in the
home are actually delinquent, some of them are
innocent, so, the study also conclude that police
should do thorough investigations to avoid
punishing an innocent person.

5.3 Recommendations

Based on the identified challenges faced with
children that came from a broken home and those
children that were faced with financial instability as
this present study has found out, the following
recommendations were put forward:

i Family should give their children moral
training and give them marital orientation as to
prevent misunderstanding and separation

ii. Parent should create adequate time for
their children, the study shows that some parent
were too busy with their daily job so as to monitor
who their children friends with in the neighborhood
iii. Government  should  provide  job
opportunities for people to eradicate poverty

iv. Government  should  improve the
rehabilitative measures put in place so that the
children can have a more pleasant experience in the
Remand Home
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