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Abstract

The paper explores the influence of ethno-religious
identities on Nigeria's national security under the
Fourth Republic. The study uses qualitative research
methods, including historical analysis, semi-
structured interviews, and theme analysis, to
investigate the impacts and results of ethno-religious
identities since 1999. It examines the interplay
between religious and ethnic identities in Nigerian
politics and its security implications. The
participants underscore historical legacies, power
relationships, and the intricate nature of identity-
driven politics. The research concurrently highlights
the impacts of these processes on the formation of
political institutions and the potential for
marginalisation to incite violence. It also analyses
how ethno-religious conflicts exacerbate security
challenges, including political instability, resource
misallocation, and negative perceptions across
borders. The study proposes proactive strategies
such as consociationalism, equitable economic
policy, religious dialogue, and cultural exchange to
address these issues. To alleviate identity-based
conflicts, it underscores the need for multifaceted
measures tailored to Nigeria's diverse socio-political
landscape. Consequently, enhancing Nigeria's
national security and stability under the 4th
Republic  necessitates  addressing  economic
disparities, fostering inclusive governance, and
cultivating ethno-religious identities.

Keywords: Ethno/religious identities, National
Security, Consociationalism, Ethnicity, Interfaith
Dialogue

I.  Introduction

Nigeria, sometimes termed the "giant of
Africa,” is recognised as the most populous black
country globally, owing to its substantial population,
extensive geographical area, and abundant natural
resources. Simultaneously, her strategic position at
the central curve of the continent's map allows her to
border the Niger Republic to the northwest, the
Chad Republic to the northeast, the Cameroon

Republic to the east, the Benin Republic, formerly
known as Dahomey, to the southwest, and the Bight
of Benin and the Gulf of Guinea to the south
(Asegiemhe, 2018).In its political history, the year
1914 signified the formation of the Colony and
Protectorate of Nigeria, representing a remote
extension of British administrative division between
the northern and southern protectorates. Nigeria,
including three component areas, attained
independence in 1960 and subsequently established
a federal republic in 1963, governed by its inaugural
and only prime minister, TafawaBalewa, and the
ceremonial president, NnamdiAzikiwe.

Nigeria has always had a pivotal position at
the nexus of intricate and evolving interactions
among identity, politics, and national security
(Osaghae&Suberu, 2005). Nigeria is a nation
distinguished by its many ethnicities and various
religious affiliations (Osaghae&Suberu, 2005; Orji,
2012). The significance of ethnic and religious
identities has emerged as a fundamental concern for
understanding and addressing the nation's issues,
particularly with national security. This paper seeks
to elucidate the processes that constitute Nigeria's
socio-political ~structure via a comprehensive
analysis of the intricate links  between
ethnic/religious identities and national
security.Numerous ethnic groups, each with distinct
languages and traditions, inhabited the region now
recognised as Nigeria throughout the precolonial
and prehistoric eras (CIA Factbook, 2023).
Significant Islamic kingdoms like Kano and the
Sokoto Caliphate governed the northern region,
while powerful empires like Benin and Oyo
impacted the southern and western areas (CIA
Factbook, 2023). City-states and decentralised
political entities were the predominant structures in
the southern regions, particularly in what is now
known as the southeast and south-south (CIA
Factbook, 2023). Nigeria encompasses more than
500 languages, 250-300 ethnic groups, and three
predominant religions: Islam, Christianity, and
traditional religion, which represent 53.5%, 45.9%,
and 0.6% of the nation's total population,
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respectively (Gandonu, 1978; Ukiwo, 2005;
Adegbami&Uche, 2015; Kaba, 2023).
The British used this mix for administrative
efficiency, establishing the foundations for a nation
characterised by its varied ethnic and religious
compositions (Brass, 2023). Upon reflection, the
amalgamation was a rather capricious unification of
many linguistic, cultural, and religious entities
inside artificial boundaries (Osaghae&Suberu,
2005). The outcome of this amalgamation was the
formation of a nation where identities were pivotal
to individuals' lives and were integral components of
their personal and communal consciousness
(Onwubu, 1975). It marked the inception of a
society where the variety of ethnic and religious
origins became defining traits, becoming the
essential fabric of Nigeria’s identity.

Likewise, in succeeding years, these
identities have not only persisted but have also
transformed and profoundly impacted the intricate
political landscape of the nation. Ethnic and
religious affiliations have evolved into significant
influences that resonate throughout the corridors of
power, affecting electoral processes, governance
structures, and political dynamics.  These
connections have actively shaped the nation's
character and trajectory, rather than just existing as
passive components of the social landscape
(Osaghae, 1998).
Outside the realm of politics, these identities have a
significant influence. They have significantly
contributed to the emergence of disagreements that
have reverberated throughout the nation's history,
both overtly and covertly (Osaghae, 1998). Diverse
ethnic and religious origins have engendered
tensions manifesting in many ways, ranging from
minor disputes to significant, protracted clashes that
have irrevocably transformed the nation's cultural
memory (Suberu&Osaghae, 2005). The stability and
unity of the Nigerian state have been significantly
undermined by these conflicts, sometimes stemming
from historical grievances, resource allocation
issues, or clashing identities.

However, conceptualising national security
within political science and international relations is
complex and evolving. Both academics and
politicians have found it challenging to define
national security because of its dynamic and
complex nature. This component of the study
emphasises important perspectives and theoretical
frameworks that have shaped our understanding of
national security. The traditional conception of
national security often focuses on a staunch question
against external military threats. This perspective,
rooted in realistic theories of international relations,

emphasises the significance of military strength and
the balance of power. This perspective has been
influenced by significant works of classical realists
such as Morgenthau (1948) and Carr (1939), who
articulated national security in relation to territorial
integrity and state survival.

Furthermore, there is an intricate
connection between the essence of national security
and the impact of these identities. Ethnic or religious
affiliations, when used for political advantage, have
incited civil unrest and, in extreme cases, violent
conflict (Chirot, 2012). In instances such as the Jos
crisis, the conflicts in Southern Kaduna, the Boko
Haram insurgency, banditry in Northwest Niger, the
confrontations between the ljaws and Itsekiris, and
the Ife Modakekeconflicts, the interplay of ethnicity
and religion has exacerbated the intricacies of the
security landscape, illustrating the dynamic
relationship between identity and national security
(Agbe, 2001; Samuel, 2017; Avi, 2021,
Ogidigben&Otite, 2022). The acts of Boko Haram
and its affiliates illustrate the influence of religious
and ethnic emotions on national security,
necessitating substantial attention to this deadlock
(Ojochenemi, 2019). This became evident as several
significant political personalities, especially in
northeastern and northwestern Nigeria, exhibited
sympathy for Boko Haram's initial ascent and
development. They conflated an assault on Boko
Haram with an assault on the North. Consequently,
prominent Northern leaders affiliated with the
Arewa Constitutive Forum consistently endorsed
these convictions. These incidents significantly
influenced the government's reaction to Boko
Haram's terrorist activities. Boko Haram, despite its
inception in 2002, was not formally designated as a
terrorist group by the federal government until 2013.

Nigeria is fundamentally a multi-ethnic and
multi-religious  state, since the historical
amalgamation of many ethnic and religious groups
in the 1910s laid the groundwork for its current
composition. The identities established during this
period have endured and evolved, impacting the
political, social, and security landscapes of the
nation. Therefore, it's impossible to separate the
importance of ethnic and religious identities from
this history, as understanding this background is key
to grasping the complexities of modern Nigeria. A
thorough analysis of the historical roots of these
imperatives is crucial for addressing the difficulties
they present, as it provides key insights for
comprehending the present and establishing a
sustainable future trajectory.

This paper aims to investigate a critical
question: the degree to which ethno-religious

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

ISO 9001: 2008 Certified ‘Journal

Page 829



www.ijhssm.org

o

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)
Volume 5, Issue 2, Mar.-Apr., 2025, pp: 828-837

ISSN: 3048-6874

identities significantly impact Nigeria's national
security under the current 4th Republic. The study
employs a qualitative research technique to
investigate the expressions of ethno-religious
identities and their implications for national security
since the inception of the Fourth Republic in 1999.
Aside from the introduction, the paper is structured
into seven parts. They include sections on
theoretical framework (Structural functionalism),
how ethnic and religious identities affect Nigerian
political dynamics and power structures, the
historical and present-day expressions of ethno-
religious identities in Nigeria, effects of
ethno/religious conflicts on Nigeria's national
security environment, proactive steps that can be
implemented to improve national security in
Nigeria, conclusion, and recommendations.

Theoretical Framework

Structural functionalism, as described by
Coser (1976), is a theory whereby structure pertains
to consistent and stable interactions among social
units, while function denotes the results of social
activities that affect the adjustment or modification
of a certain structure. The functionalist approach
posits that society has interrelated components that
collaborate to maintain its survival, including the
military, religious, familial, political, economic,
legal, and educational institutions. Given that each
ethnic group in Nigeria is essential to the nation's
survival, functionalists oppose marginalisation and
exploitation, emphasising that issues within any
group may affect the whole political system.

Conversely, Almond's (1960) principal
contribution was the formulation of the "political
system" model, which merged ideas from structural
functionalism with empirical investigations in
comparative politics. This concept highlighted the
interrelationship between many political institutions
and their roles within a larger societal framework.
Almond contended that political institutions, like
biological creatures, adapt to their surroundings and
execute tasks essential for their existence and
stability.  Almond  (1960) underscores the
significance of political culture in influencing the
operation of political institutions. He contended that
collective ideas, values, and norms within a
community shape the functioning of political
institutions and the engagement of people in the
political process. Almond's research emphasised the
significance of comprehending the cultural
environment that influences political systems and
the interaction between cultural and structural
elements in determining political outcomes.

Nonetheless, it is crucial to acknowledge
that Almond’s (1960) structural functionalist
perspective has encountered criticism, especially for
its inclination to emphasise stability and order at the
expense of power relations, conflict, and social
change. Critics contend that this methodology may
reduce complex political processes to simplistic
terms and neglect the influence of power disparities
and social conflicts on political systems. By
examining how social institutions either bolster or
hinder unity, structural functionalism elucidates
ethno-religious solidarity and its implications for
Nigeria's national security. Institutions such as
religion and ethnicity influence social and societal
issues. Ethno-religious identities shape national
cohesion and unity, serving as a vehicle for social
integration. However, divisions may impede
functional requirements, thereby impacting security,
including the maintenance of law and order and the
resolution of conflicts. The idea underscores the
need to adjust to evolving dynamics and the
interconnectedness of social institutions, including
politics and economics. This framework fosters
social cohesion, enhances national security, and
assists  policymakers in addressing challenges
arising from ethno-religious conflicts.

How Ethnic and Religious Identities Affect
Nigerian Political Dynamics and Power
Structures

Initially, in this study, the participants
identified the paramount issues that illustrate the
intersection of religious and ethnic identities in
Nigerian politics. They highlighted the power
dynamics present in Nigerian politics, along with
the interplay between religious and ethnic identities.
Notwithstanding the variety of data provided,
certain similarities are evident.
The observations of Participants 1 and 2 elucidated
the intricate relationship among political processes,
national security, and ethnic and religious identities
in Nigeria. Participant 1 stresses the historical
underpinnings of Nigeria's ethnic and religious
diversity and correlates them with the distribution of
political power. This aligns with the findings of
Ekeh (1997) and Nnoli (1978) about the impact of
historical legacies on contemporary political
processes. The participant highlights potential fault
lines along borders concerning identity, using
Horowitz's (1985) discourse on identity-driven
conflicts and their implications for national security.

Participant 2 elucidates the interplay and
intersection of ethnic and religious identities in
Nigeria, hence complicating the political landscape.
This perspective, which acknowledges intricate
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relationships across many social categories, aligns
with the concept of intersectionality, popularised by
Kimberlé Crenshaw (2013). The participant's need
for a comprehensive and contextually informed
approach to security matters aligns with research in
security studies and conflict resolution (Lederach,
1997; Richmond, 2009). Participant 1 and
Participant 2 together underscore the intricate
interplay of identity, power, and security in Nigeria.
Their insights demonstrate the significance of
possessing a nuanced understanding of these
complexities to formulate pragmatic, context-
specific solutions that enhance national security and
stability.

Participant 3 underscores the significance
of ethnic and religious identity in shaping political
systems in Nigeria. This aligns with existing studies
on identity politics and its impact on political
processes (Kaufmann, 2010; Sisk, 1996). The
participant emphasises how diverse identities may
influence alliances, political parties, and electoral
strategy, resulting in power structures that
inadequately reflect the diversity of the populace.
Research on the impact of identity-based politics on
governance supports this perspective, as noted by
Reilly (2001).

Moreover, Participant 3 asserts that
marginalised groups may resort to violence or
advocate for separatism due to feelings of exclusion
stemming from their identity, so jeopardising
national security. This aligns with research by
Stewart et al. (2008) and Varshney (2002) about the
relationship between identity-based grievances,
political marginalisation, and the emergence of
violent groups.

Participant 4 presents a more optimistic
viewpoint, recognising that religious and ethnic
identities may serve as tools for conflict resolution.
This perspective, which highlighted the advantages
of acknowledging and embracing many identities,
aligns with the consociational democracy literature
presented by Lijphart (1977). The participant's
proposal to alter political power structures to
enhance inclusiveness aligns  with  broader
discussions on the role of power sharing in divided
societies, as supported by Horowitz (1985).
Participants 3 and 4 contribute to the discourse by
presenting contrasting perspectives on the role of
identity in governance and conflict resolution.
Participant 4 saw identity-driven political processes
as avenues for inclusive government and
constructive  growth, whereas Participant 3
highlighted the potential risks associated with them.
These perspectives highlight the challenges of

addressing identity-related problems within the
Nigerian context.

The historical and present-day expressions of
ethno-religious identities in Nigeria

The second subject emphasises the
historical and present expressions of ethnoreligious
identities in Nigeria, particularly their influence on
the nation's overall security. The participants
together assert the following: It is said that historical
events such as the Biafran War and colonial legacies
have shaped Nigeria's ethno-religious landscape.
They elucidate the use of Nigerian ethno-religious
identities for self-serving political purposes. In
Nigeria, economic disparity is often linked to
ethnoreligious identity. Moreover, to examine the
historical underpinnings of ethno-religious identities
in Nigeria, Participant 1 attributes the origins of
inter-communal conflict to historical events such as
the Biafran War and colonial legacies. This
historical view aligns with scholarly literature that
emphasises the impact of historical events on
contemporary socio-political dynamics, as noted by
Ekeh (1997) and Suberu (2002). The participant
asserts that modern expressions often include
community coalitions, hence intensifying national
security dynamics. This perspective aligns with
research on the correlation between historical
events, social connections, and security concerns
conducted by Horowitz (1985) and Watts (2008).

Participant 2 highlights the contemporary
politicisation of ethnic and religious identities.
Politicians intentionally create societal discord by
leveraging their identities. Research on the
politicisation of ethnic and religious identities for
geopolitical purposes aligns with references to
politicians in northern and southeastern Nigeria who
expressed sympathy for Boko Haram and IPOB,
respectively, while simultaneously finding it
exceedingly challenging to oppose them. The
participant's observations underscore that the
manipulation of ethno-religious sentiments might
result in power imbalances and security issues.
Participants 1 and 2 combined highlight the
historical  foundations and current political
exploitation of ethno-religious identities in Nigeria.
This dual approach underscores the interrelation of
historical events, political policies, and their
ramifications for national security and cohesion.

The third participant emphasises the
intricate relationship in Nigeria between ethnic and
religious cohesion and economic disparities. This
perspective aligns with the study conducted on the
interrelations of sociopolitical processes, regional
identities, and economic concerns. Works like
Boone (1994) and Suberu(2002), which analyse the
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historical origins of economic inequality in Nigeria,
align with the notion presented in this study that
regional identities mirror historical trends in
resource distribution. The participant asserts that
economic  disparities  affect  identity-based
movements, aligning with Collier &Hoeffler’s
(2004) theory of their impact on ethnoreligious
movements. Moreover, the participant argues that
when marginalised groups take various steps to
protect their interests, economic inequalities
exacerbate national security issues. This perspective
aligns with studies on the relationship between
conflict and economic inequality, which cite
grievances as potential causes contributing to
instability, as noted by Fearon&Laitin (2003) and
Stewart (2008). The participant's argument is
substantiated by the examples provided, illustrating
how economic disparity may manifest as security
issues, including armed banditry and insurgency in
northwestern and northeastern Nigeria. The Niger
Delta war has been extensively studied, highlighting
the roles of social inequality, resource distribution,
and economic factors in the conflict, as posited by
Watts (2008). Participant 3's perspective enhances
the discourse by highlighting the interconnection
among national security concerns in Nigeria,
ethnoreligious cohesion, and economic disparity.
This aligns with prior research on the complex
interplay of conflict, identity, and economic factors
in many cultures.

Participant 4 emphasises the significance of
ethnoreligious identities in peacebuilding and
sociopolitical outcomes, along with their potential
benefits in Nigeria. This perspective, which
underscores the significance of positive identity in
fostering social cohesion and stability, aligns with
the broader studies on conflict resolution by Bar-Tal
(2007) and Galtung (1996).

The participant's idea that efforts to lower
violence and build community ties might be affected
by ethnic and religious identity matches research
showing how identity and common values can
change conflicts (Lederach, 1997; Richmond, 2009).
The concept of using community identity to foster
reconciliation aligns with perspectives on the
importance of grassroots initiatives in establishing
lasting peace (Paffenholz, 2010). The extensive
literature on identity-based conflict resolution aligns
with the need for solutions that use ethno-religious
identity for sociopolitical outcomes and national
security (Rothman, 1997; Stephan & Chenoweth,
2008). Scholars argue that to effectuate substantial
social and political transformation, it is essential to
understand and use the positive aspects of identity.
Participant 4's perspective highlights the potential

benefits of intentionally promoting ethno-religious
harmony in Nigeria. This aligns with prior research
on peacebuilding and conflict transformation,
emphasising the importance of identity dynamics in
shaping sociopolitical outcomes and enhancing
national security.

Effects of ethno/religious conflicts on Nigeria's
national security environment

The third theme, however, indicates that
ethno-religious identities have manifested in a
suboptimal fashion throughout the years. This is
evident in how ethno-religious identities have
evolved into full-blown conflicts impacting
Nigeria's national security. The panellists elaborated
on the aforementioned issue, beginning with the
disintegration of national solidarity. Ethno-religious
conflicts in Nigeria represent a substantial danger to
the security landscape. They also elucidate that
ethno-religious conflicts affect governance and state
efficacy. Furthermore, they noted that ethno-
religious conflicts could potentially influence
economic conditions and development. They also
contend that international perceptions and
diplomatic relations are impacted by ethno-religious
conflicts. Participant 1 underscores the significant
threat that ethnic and religious conflicts pose to
Nigeria's security and national cohesion. Research
on the impact of identity-based conflicts on social
cohesion substantiates Varshney's (2002) assertion
that such disagreements exacerbate divides.
Research on the psychological aspects of identity-
based conflicts aligns with the participant's
evaluation that such conflicts cultivate a "us versus
them" mentality, as noted by Azar (1990).
Participant 1's remark about the challenges of
establishing a unified national identity aligns with
Smith's (1991) research on the complexities of
nation-building in  ethnically  heterogeneous
societies.

Participant 2 underscores the profound
influence of ethnic and ethno-religious conflicts on
Nigeria's security landscape. The claim that these
conflicts diminish governmental effectiveness aligns
with Chandra's (2006) discussions on the challenges
faced by governments in ethnically divided
societies. The participant's opinion about resources
being misused matches research on how war affects
finances and the worry about a possibly harmful
cycle in the feedback loop suggested by Collier
(2000) and Fearon&Laitin (2003) related to
governance problems and conflict. Ultimately,
Participants 1 and 2 emphasise that ethnoreligious
conflicts weaken Nigeria's governance and security.
Their findings align with existing studies on the
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political, social, psychological, and economic
dimensions of identity-based  conflicts in
multicultural nations.

Participant 3 underscores the detrimental

impact of ethnic and religious conflict on Nigeria's
economy. Recent research on the economic
repercussions  of instability and  violence
substantiates this perspective. Collier, Hoeffler, and
Rohner's (2009) study illustrates how conflicts may
hinder economic advancement by destabilising
communities, diverting resources from
developmental projects, and causing disruptions.
Moreover, recent studies in conflict economics,
particularly those conducted by Blattman and
Miguel (2010), underscore the challenges that
conflicts provide to sustained prosperity and their
enduring impact on economic stability. Participant
3's concerns align with these results, underscoring
the need to address ethnic and religious conflicts to
facilitate Nigeria's sustained economic stability and
growth.
Participant 4 underscores the impact of ethnic and
religious conflicts on Nigeria's global image,
especially with possible investments and diplomatic
connections. Research by Easterly & Levine (1997)
and Collier (2004) shows that political instability
and violence may deter foreign investment and
adversely affect international relations. Research by
Sala-i-Martin and Subramanian in 2013 further
underscores the importance of political stability for
economic  development and foreign  direct
investment. For example, Petrobras just re-entered
Nigeria three years after its departure because of the
post-COVID economic surplus and the ongoing
security challenges. Participant 4's emphasis on the
need for dispute resolution to sustain favourable
foreign relations aligns with extensive studies
highlighting the detrimental diplomatic and
economic repercussions of internal conflicts for a
nation's international standing. This perspective
highlights the relationship between a nation's global
reputation and internal peace, underscoring the need
for addressing ethnic and religious conflicts for
Nigeria's economic and diplomatic prosperity.

Proactive steps can be implemented to improve
national security in Nigeria.

In the last study theme, the participants
provided ideas for how government officials and
other stakeholders in the Nigerian project might
address national security and ethno-religious
cohesion. They often support proactive measures
such as inclusive representation and governance.
The participants collectively advocate for the
implementation of proactive measures, including

equitable economic empowerment and resource
allocation policies; interfaith dialogues and conflict
resolution strategies; inclusive governance and
representation; as well as cultural exchange
initiatives and educational programs.

According to recent research, inclusive
governance and representation are essential as a
foundation for enhancing national security in
Nigeria. Emphasising inclusive decision-making
processes may diminish marginalisation and
enhance social cohesiveness, as shown by
participant perspectives (lbrahim &Bala, 2018).
The participant's understanding of the challenges in
creating laws that meet the needs of different groups
without  accidentally  making identity-based
inequalities worse is very insightful and matches
what  Adewumi  (2023)  discussed.  This
comprehension underscores the intricate challenges
associated with  promoting  diversity  while
simultaneously mitigating unintended consequences
during policy implementation. The findings indicate
a sophisticated understanding of the potential
drawbacks of implementing inclusive governance in
Nigeria's varied sociopolitical landscape. The
formulation of policies necessitates a comprehensive
understanding of the intricate balance required to
ensure that inclusion enhances national security and
unity, as highlighted by Adeyinka&Lawal (2023),
who emphasise the issue of navigating identity-
based sensitivities. Onuoha, Nwagwu and Ugwueze
(2023). The study's findings suggest that, while
inclusive governance and representation are
recognised as vital for promoting national security
and interethnic harmony in Nigeria, the complexities
of policy implementation in a diverse context must
be meticulously evaluated. An advanced and
adaptable methodology for policymaking is essential
to address the diverse needs of several groups while
fostering a feeling of safety and unity. It is essential
to achieve equilibrium between inclusivity and the
potential for unexpected consequences.

Recent studies by Adewale (2023) suggest
that promoting cross-cultural communication and
education via laws and programs may be a proactive
measure to bridge gaps among Nigeria's diverse
populations. By  fostering  tolerance  and
understanding, these activities have the potential to
mitigate tensions among diverse ethnic and religious
groups. The research acknowledges the difficulties
in making sure these activities work well and
dealing with deep-rooted biases that might continue
even with education, as discussed by Adewale
(2023). This awareness underscores the need to
acknowledge the challenges of attaining genuine
comprehension and social cohesion. It underscores
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the need for comprehensive policies that extend
beyond educational initiatives to bridge gaps across
diverse groups.

Participant 3 asserts that conflict resolution
and interfaith dialogue are two viable methods to
improve Nigeria's national security, aligning with
the findings of Mustapha and Ehrhardt (2018). The
participant proposes that legislation allowing the
unrestricted exchange of ideas across diverse
religious groups might promote understanding and
concord, while also bolstering national security. The
study recognises the challenges of addressing
entrenched historical grievances and ensures that
interfaith dialogue leads to meaningful changes in
community attitudes and actions, despite the
possible benefits. This recognition highlights the
limitations of relying solely on interfaith dialogue to
enhance national security and emphasises the need
for comprehensive and transformational strategies to
tackle enduring issues.

To enhance national security in Nigeria, it
is essential to implement policies that promote
equitable resource allocation and economic
development across diverse ethnic and religious
groups (Abdullahi et al., 2023). The fourth
participant is the source of this information.
Individuals recognise the potential advantages of
taking such steps to foster peace and stability
throughout society. The research underscores the
challenges of implementing these rules, particularly
when faced with opposition from certain groups or
allegations of bias in the allocation techniques.
Ahmed (2015) present arguments that substantiate
the assertions. This recognition underscores the
challenges of confronting economic inequities and
distributing resources while ensuring national
security. The findings underscore the need for
implementing policies judiciously to guarantee the
efficacy of measures aimed at fostering equitable
resource distribution and economic development. To
address the many expectations and concerns of
different ethnic and religious groups and to avoid
conflicts arising from inequitable practices or
perceived biases, a balance must be achieved.

The paper closes by underscoring the need
to include policies for equitable resource allocation
and economic development in national security
strategies. The findings underscore the need for
inclusive and intentional policy execution to
effectively address the issues of diminishing
economic disparity and ensuring the success of
initiatives aimed at enhancing national security.

Il.  Conclusion

The research paper conducted a
comprehensive analysis of Nigeria's intricate
relationship between religion and ethnic identities
and its significant impact on national security. The
study results, derived from the perspectives of
multiple participants, provide distinctive insights on
the historical, political, economic, and social aspects
of the ethno-religious context in Nigeria.

The study examined the dynamics of power
disputes, historical underpinnings, and the complex
interrelations among identity, governance, and
security. Participants underscore the beneficial
potential of ethnoreligious identities for inclusive
governance, along with the associated hazards of
identity-based conflicts that may jeopardise national
security.

The paper delineates the issues associated
with ethno-religious conflicts and proposes specific
strategies to address these challenges. The focus on
inclusive  governance, egalitarian  economic
strategies, interfaith dialogue, and cultural exchange
demonstrates a nuanced understanding of the
complexities involved in navigating Nigeria's
diverse geopolitical landscape.

In conclusion, the significance of ethno-
religious identities on Nigeria's national security
underscores the essential need for a comprehensive
and nuanced policy. The paper recognises the
profound interplay of historical legacies, political
manipulation, economic disparities, and the
inclination towards violence, underscoring the
importance of fostering peace, meritocratic resource
distribution, and economic equity in Nigeria to
safeguard national security and promote ethno-
religious unity for the collective benefit of all.

1. Recommendations

The paper presents a thorough approach to enhance
Nigeria's national security concerning ethno-
religious dynamics. It also provides far-reaching
recommendations, which are thus:

1. The government must prioritise inclusive
governance structures that appropriately represent
the diverse ethnic and religious diversity of the
nation. We must implement intentional measures to
include disadvantaged groups, thereby reducing the
likelihood of violence stemming from feelings of
exclusion. To ensure  equitable political
representation and foster a more inclusive and stable
political climate, governments must enact reforms.
2. It is imperative to confront economic inequality.
Implementing  policies that promote fair
opportunities and resource allocation may mitigate
ethno-religious conflicts at their origin. The
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government may enhance social cohesion and foster
a more stable environment by reducing economic
inequities and, hence, diminishing the probability of
disputes arising from individual grievances.
Policymakers must develop and execute strategies
that actively rectify historical economic inequalities.
3. We recommend endorsing initiatives for cultural
exchange and interfaith dialogue. Facilitating open
dialogues can enhance tolerance and understanding
among various religious and ethnic groups. Cultural
exchange projects that celebrate Nigeria's diverse
heritage reinforce the nation's identity and advocate
the perspective that diversity is an advantage rather
than a source of conflict.

4. The consociational paradigm suggested by
Lijphart (1977) is presented as a solution to the
issues stemming from Nigeria's deficiency in
political inclusion. This perspective highlights the
benefits of recognising and accepting diverse ethnic
identities. To promote inclusivity, a transformation
in political power structures is essential, aligning
with larger discourses on power-sharing in
fragmented communities (Horowitz, 1985). Political
inclusion offers equal opportunities for Nigerians
from diverse backgrounds to participate in politics,
irrespective of gender, race, socioeconomic status,
or other factors.
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