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Abstract

The paper investigates Russia's resurgence as a
strategic player in West Africa and analyses its
ramifications for Nigeria's national security. It
contends that since the commencement of the
Russia- Ukraine conflict in 2022, Moscow has
intensified its involvement in the region via military
collaboration, arms  transactions,  economic
investments, and diplomatic initiatives, especially
with Francophone countries facing political turmoil
and democratic setbacks. This development has
altered the geopolitical equilibrium in West Africa,
historically controlled by Western powers, and
presents considerable security, economic, and
diplomatic problems to Nigeria, a regional power
and pivotal ECOWAS member.The research uses
qualitative methodologies based on descriptive and
historical — analysis, supported by Relative
Deprivation Theory, Geoeconomics, and
Neoclassical Realism. These frameworks elucidate
the incentives driving Russia's revival, the
receptivity of West African nations, and the wider
ramifications for Nigeria's foreign policy and
national security stance. Research indicates that
Russia's influence intensifies Nigeria's internal
security challenges by complicating
counterterrorism  efforts, promoting  weapons
proliferation, and eroding democratic principles.
Russia's military presence, notably via private
military contractors such as the Wagner Group,
together with its strategic interest in the region's oil
resources, poses a threat to Nigeria's regional
leadership and economic interests. Moreover,
alterations in regional relationships jeopardise
ECOWAS unity and complicate Nigeria's
diplomatic engagements.The document advises
Nigeria to strengthen its security ties, enhance
regional cohesion within ECOWAS, and diversify
economic relationships to protect its strategic
interests. As great power rivalry escalates in West
Africa, Nigeria must implement a proactive and
adaptable foreign strategy to maintain its influence
and stability.

Keywords:  National ~ Security,  Economic
Community of West African States,West Africa,
Private Military Company, Foreign Policy

I.  Introduction

The paper examines Russia's advance into
West Africa and its ramifications for Nigeria's
national security. It asserts that a notable
consequence of Russia's recent policy towards
Africa, especially following the onset of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, is its encroachment into West
Africa, leading to the utilisation of diverse
instruments and strategies, such as security
assistance, arms sales, information operations, and
diplomatic influence with certain states in the sub-
region (Gotz&GejiKaas, 2024). These actions have
affected Nigeria's national security, especially
considering the resurgence of military rule in West
Africa since 2010 and the recent repudiation of
France by several former colonies, including Mali,
Niger, and Burkina Faso (Gotz&GejiKaas, 2024).

In contrast, the West African subregion,
including 4.7 million square kilometres, exceeds
twice the area of Western Europe. The 6,000-
kilometre coastline signifies both the region's global
geostrategic importance and its inherent security
vulnerabilities, as it extends from the northern
regions of Western Sahara to the southern areas of
Angola in southwest Africa and is bordered by the
Atlantic Ocean (Musah, 2009). The Gulf of Guinea,
owing to its substantial hydrocarbon reserves, may
eventually satisfy global energy requirements.
Nigeria is estimated to have 40-50 billion barrels of
confirmed oil and gas reserves (Musah, 2009).

Nearly all ECOWAS member states are
presumed to possess substantial oil and gas reserves,
as indicated by recent oil discoveries (approximately
3 billion barrels off Cape Three Points in Ghana),
reserves in Cote d'lvoire, and the optimistic
prospects in the Mano River Union (MRU) basin
and Mali (Musah, 2009). The Gulf has plentiful
fisheries and hydrocarbon resources. The interior of
West Africa is abundant in important and valuable
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natural resources, including titanium, uranium,
diamonds, and gold.

Moreover, West African agriculture is
essential to the global supply chain.
Notwithstanding increasing destruction, the tropical
rainforest corridor stretching from Guinea in the
west to Cameroon in the east generates almost two-
thirds of the global cocoa supply. This area
underpins the worldwide chocolate industry and
several other industries. Musah (2009) asserts that
the Savannah and Sahel regions to the north are
significant producers of cotton, peanuts, and shea
butter, which are vital in both local and global
markets.

Due to its plentiful natural resources,
strategic location, and substantial agricultural
production, West Africa has considerable
geopolitical significance. Its ability to influence
global energy markets, provide critical minerals, and
sustain agricultural output ensures its status as a
central hub for political and economic endeavours
worldwide. However, its importance also presents
security issues, requiring strong plans for resource
management and protection in the area while
maintaining stability. The geopolitical significance
of the sub-region makes it a conducive environment
for great power competition among the world's most
influential countries. Prior to the second decade of
the twenty-first century, France, the United States,
and Britain were the principal global players in the
sub-region, maintaining close ties with their former
colonies and allies. The actions of these players,
especially France, have influenced Nigeria's
hegemonic status, specifically its national security,
which is threatened by the instability of some
Francophone neighbours. Recently, particularly
post-2010, significant countries like Russia and
China have begun their incursions into the sub-
region. Consequently, Russia's activities in Africa
beginning in 2022 will be pivotal to this study
paper.

Consequently, after Russia's extensive
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, some
analysts predicted that Moscow would diminish its
engagement in Africa to concentrate its resources on
the ongoing military campaign (Neji et al. 2024).
However, so far, no such event has transpired.
Conversely, Russia has maintained and even
extended its influence on the continent. In February
2023, the Russian Navy participated in a ten-day
military exercise off the eastern coast of South
Africa in collaboration with China and South Africa.
Moreover, a notable presence of Russian military
advisers and security business agents affiliated with
the Kremlin has continued in other African

countries. High-level Russian diplomatic and
government delegations have visited the continent
multiple times at the same time (Gotz&GejiKaas,
2024). In 2022 and 2023, Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov had three significant journeys to Africa,
during which he visited Egypt, Ethiopia, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda, South
Africa, Eswatini (previously Swaziland), Angola,
Eritrea, Mali, Mauritania, and Sudan. In conclusion,
instead of reducing its presence, Russia is diligently
striving to maintain and, if feasible, augment its
influence throughout Africa (Gotz&GejiKaas,
2024).
This trend is creating significant fear and concern
among Western government leaders and analysts.
Recently unveiled US intelligence assessments
indicate Moscow's aim to create a "confederation”
of pro-Russian states in West Africa and the Sahel
(Chason&Lamothe, 2023). According to EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy, Joseph Borell, Russia is "capitalising" on
Western missteps in Africa, resulting in "devastating
consequences (...) for local populations and their
safety" (lrish, Pinieau, & Felix, 2023). French
President Emmanuel Macron has described Russia
as "a power destabilising Africa” (African News,
2023; Irish, Pinieau, & Felix, 2023). Moreover, as
reported by RBC Ukraine (2023), German Foreign
Minister AnnalenaBaerbock predicted that Russia
"will persist in its cynical strategy not only in
Ukraine but, primarily, in Africa."

Two significant occurrences between China
and Russia in West Africa occurred during 2021—
2022. The first development was the leak of news
stories about the prospective Chinese naval base in
Equatorial Guinea. Equatorial Guinea, with a
population of 1.4 million, is a tiny yet strategically
significant republic located near the Gulf of Guinea
(Gurjar, 2023). First in the Atlantic and second in
Africa, the Chinese naval installation in the Gulf of
Guinea would have challenged American
dominance over the Atlantic Ocean. Equatorial
Guinea is a participant in the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and has significantly profited from
$2 billion in investments from China (lrish,
Pinieau& Felix, 2023). Washington was sufficiently
concerned and obligated to act promptly due to the
prospect of a Chinese base being established in
Equatorial Guinea. The US dispatched high-ranking
officials to Equatorial Guinea to convince the nation
against allowing the establishment of a Chinese
facility (Phillips, 2023). Beijing's growing influence
and strategic positioning in the geopolitics of West
Africa and the Gulf of Guinea are shown by the
current ability of the US to impede China's
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objectives in the area.
The second notable event was Russia's sudden
engagement in the geopolitics of West Africa. The
Mali military junta requested the Wagner Group of
private military contractors to deploy Russian
soldiers to assist in combating Islamist militants.
Since 2012, the French military has been combating
terrorism in the semi-arid Sahel region in Operation
Barkhane (Gurjar, 2023). The insurgency in
northern Mali and the broader Sahel region has
persisted despite years of military operations. The
situation had, if anything, deteriorated (Gurjar,
2023). Additionally, the Malian military seized
power in 2020 by overthrowing the civilian
government. The military government disapproved
of France's and other Western countries' support for
democracy and opposition to the coup. The military
junta’s decision to evacuate French forces from Mali
adversely affected French and European interests in
the region (Doxsee, Thompson & Harris, 2023).
These two incidents suggest a
transformation in great power politics and indicate
recent geopolitical turmoil in West Africa and the
Gulf of Guinea region (Gurjar, 2023). Three major
processes are occurring: firstly, the traditional
Western  superpowers are diminishing their
influence in West Africa. The demand is for France
to withdraw from Burkina Faso and Mali. Secondly,
regions formerly controlled by the West are
becoming more accessible to emerging non-Western
great powers. Russia has achieved considerable
advancements in West Africa (Gurjar, 2023). The
principal domains of Russian influence are resource
extraction and security. China is a major financial
and economic ally for West Africa and has lately
indicated its willingness to increase the number of
military forces deployed in the region (Gurjar,
2023). India is steadily augmenting its influence in
the region, while Turkey is increasingly becoming a
significant player in regional security via the
provision of TB-2 drones and other military assets.
West African states now possess negotiation power
due to the seeming geopolitical instability. An
erratic and volatile future has supplanted the
stability that endured for decades, even after
France's occupation. In some cases, the states within
the subregion have used the instability for their
benefit (Gurjar, 2023). To get optimal deals from
both enthusiastic new and established partners, they
are making actions that contribute to increased
churn. The established major powers are seeking to
engage with the subregion in acknowledgement of
this transformation. The recent visit of US Vice
President Kamala Harris to Africa started in Ghana

to highlight the importance of West Africa
(Korybko, 2018).

The resurgence of Russian influence in the
subregion  has  precipitated a  significant
transformation in West Africa. Russia's engagement
with Africa dates back to the Soviet period, marked
by support for liberation movements and ideological
affiliations. Nonetheless, Russia's dominance over
the continent significantly diminished with the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. Through diplomatic
initiatives, military collaboration, and strategic
economic investments, Russia is now reasserting its
influence in West Africa. This recent engagement is
a calculated effort to enhance its global strategic
position rather than just a return to previous
relations. This increase has extensive implications,
particularly for states such as Nigeria, the most
populous country in Africa and a significant actor in
the subregion. The ascendance of Russia in West
Africa introduces new problems that impact
Nigeria's national security as it grapples with several
internal and sub-regional security concerns.

Theoretical Framework

Russia's ascendance in West Africa has
significant implications for Nigeria's national
security. So, theories of relative deprivation,
geoeconomics, and neoclassical realism will be used
to help us understand how the different parts of
West Africa are connected. Specifically, we will
look at Russia's rise in West Africa and how it
affects Nigeria's national security.

Relative Deprivation Theory

Sociologists such as Ted Robert Gurr
developed this hypothesis in 1970. The relative
deprivation hypothesis offers a compelling
perspective for examining the fundamental reasons
for political instability in West Africa. This theory
posits that individuals or groups perceive a sense of
deprivation relative to their expectations, leading to
frustration, resentment, and potentially violent or
collective action (Davies, 1962; Gurr, 1970).
Relative deprivation in West Africa arises from
several factors, including economic inequalities; the
marginalisation of certain ethnic or religious groups;
limited access to resources or political influence;
and perceptions of inequity or injustice. The
unresolved complaints have resulted in political
turbulence, societal discontent, and instability. Such
tension has rendered some governments conducive
to military incursions, while the benefiting regimes
have established new international alliances and
connections to protect themselves from internal and
foreign dangers.
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Similarly, resentment with the French
empire and its vestiges in the sub-region has
intensified recently. The intense hostility has
manifested itself through the orchestration of coups
aimed at overthrowing regimes that served as
proxies for France. Over the years, these people
have exploited and misappropriated their nation's
scarce financial resources to unprecedented levels,
inciting the aforementioned outrage. The military
regimes in Guinea, Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso
have rejected requests from France, the African
Union, and ECOWAS to reinstate ousted democratic
leaders who were forced to vacate their positions.

Geoeconomics

Schneider-Petsinger (2017) posits that
geoeconomics theory examines the use of economic
instruments and techniques by governments to
achieve geopolitical objectives. It integrates
principles  from international relations and
economics to understand how economic tools may
enhance national power, influence global power
dynamics, and safeguard geopolitical interests.
Edward Luttwak's 1990 study coined the term
""geoeconomics," positing that economic power was
increasingly  surpassing  military  power in
importance after the Cold War.

The idea offers a robust analytical
framework for Russia's increasing engagement in
West Africa. This approach focusses on the use of
economic tools by states to further their political
aims, illustrating the interplay between economic
and political dynamics. Russia's strategic
engagement in West Africa is strongly rooted in its
quest for political influence and economic wealth.
Russia is poised to achieve financial benefits owing
to the region's abundant natural resource
endowments, including minerals, gas, and oil.
Russia is investing in these domains to strengthen its
geopolitical influence while also seeking economic
benefits. Russia's attempts to forge commercial
alliances and partnerships with West African nations
illustrate its pursuit of political and economic
objectives. These commercial interactions are not
standalone transactions; they are a component of a
comprehensive plan to augment Russia's power and
counteract Western hegemony in the region.

Neoclassical Realism

Neoclassical realism is a theoretical
approach within the realist paradigm of international
relations theory. Realist theories have sought to
elucidate the international environment by
highlighting power dynamics and disputed
interactions among states. Neoclassical realism is a

framework for analysing foreign policy that seeks to
understand international politics by examining the
characteristics of the international system—the
political context in which states engage (Ripsman et
al., 2017).

Neoclassical ~ realism  enhances  our
understanding by including systemic external forces
and interior factors that affect state behaviour. This
theory posits that a state's internal factors—such as
leadership perceptions, state institutions, and
domestic interests—along with its relative strength
in the international system, influence its foreign
policy. Therefore, one could interpret Russia's
actions in West Africa as a strategic reaction to its
global standing. Russia perceives West Africa as a
region where it can assert its presence with
relatively less opposition, considering the pressure it
faces from Western states and its ambition to
enhance its global influence. The region's strategic
importance and the apathy of Western countries
make it a favourable target for Russia's geopolitical
machinations.

Utilising these theoretical frameworks to
evaluate Nigeria has some major implications for
the nation's security. Nigeria, the most populous and
economically pivotal country in West Africa, is
crucial to the region's stability and development.
The security situation in Nigeria is significantly
affected by Russia's growing influence in adjacent
countries. Russian investments in West Africa may
influence Nigeria's economic interests, potentially
altering the dynamics of regional trade. For instance,
Russia may disrupt the equilibrium of economic
power in the region by obtaining substantial
contracts in the infrastructure or energy sectors in
countries such as Ghana or Ivory Coast. These
agreements may place Nigeria at a disadvantage and
threaten its economic security.

From a political perspective, Russia's
involvement in West Africa may exacerbate pre-
existing tensions and conflicts in the area. The
region is already afflicted by several security
challenges, including terrorism, insurgencies, and
political instability. Russia's strategic relationships
with certain regimes or factions may intensify these
issues. Heightened Russian engagement might
exacerbate the security landscape for Nigeria, which
is already contending with challenges such as
separatist movements in the southeast and the Boko
Haram insurgency in the northeast. To exacerbate
instability in the region and complicate Nigeria's
management of its internal and external security
challenges, Russia may provide support to forces
antagonistic to Nigerian interests.
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The geopolitical interests and strategies of Russia
in Africa

The study contends that a complex
interplay  of  historical ~ factors, economic
motivations, and geopolitical issues has propelled
Russia's re-emergence as an active player in the
West African sub-region. It asserts that, unlike in
the past, West African governments have become
more receptive to Russian involvement, attributable
to many factors. But before discussing this, it is
important to situate this discourse firstly within the
context of the geopolitical interests and strategies of
Russia in Africa.

Russia's historical ties to Africa originate
from the Soviet Union, which aimed to extend its
influence on the continent during the Cold War by
financing anti-colonial and liberation groups.
Shubin (2010) clarified that the USSR established
robust alliances and provided economic and military
support to countries like Ethiopia, Mozambique, and
Angola during this period. Matusevich (2009)
contends that the Soviet Union and the West
engaged in an ideological conflict in Africa, with the
Soviets  supporting  organised  revolutionary
movements and governments to fight Western
capitalist tendencies. Russia's engagement in Africa
diminished markedly after the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991, attributable to the internal
political and economic challenges of the nascent
Russian Federation. Russia's revival in Africa
started in the twenty-first century, motivated by a
strategic  determination to capitalise on the
continent's richness and geopolitical importance
(Dursma&Masuhr, 2022).
Russia has recently strengthened its economic and
military might in Africa, especially in West Africa.
Russian firms have pursued substantial natural
resources, including minerals, oil, and gas
(Korybko, 2017). The substantial Russian energy
corporation Gazprom has operations in Nigeria,
while mining enterprises have investigated Guinea
and Ghana for potential chances. Wezemen (2018)
asserts that Russia has emerged as a major weapons
supplier to the area, providing military equipment
and expertise to several West African countries.
This military collaboration is often depicted as an
element of wider security alliances aimed at
countering terrorism and improving regional
stability. The presence of Russian private military
contractors, such as the Wagner Group, in nations
like Libya and the Central African Republic
indicates that Russia is willing to use both state and
non-state entities to fulfil its political aims
(Sukhankin, 2019).

Moreover, Pazzanese (2019) asserts that
Russia has a multifaceted political influence in
Africa, including diplomatic initiatives, commercial
agreements, and security partnerships. Moscow
endeavoured to establish itself as a dependable ally
for African states, often portraying itself as an
opponent of Western nations, which it alleges had a
history of colonialism and exploitation. African
leaders eager to enhance their global links find
significant relevance in this narrative. Russia has
organised several prominent summits, like the 2019
Russia-Africa  Summit, which convened leaders
from the continent for deliberate collaboration
across various sectors (Pavliuk, 2020). Tsygankov
(2021) observes that Russia has sometimes
encountered censure for its support of various
political factions and regimes, especially regarding
its assistance to authoritarian leaders or involvement
in combat zones. Nevertheless, Moscow has
successfully forged relationships that bolster its
geopolitical objectives by leveraging its strategic
agenda.

According to Huliaras and Magliveras
(2008), Russia's policies in Africa markedly diverge
from those of other superpowers, including the US,
China, and the EU. Despite maintaining a
substantial ~ military ~ presence—especially in
counterterrorism operations—the United States has
mostly concentrated on fostering economic
development, human rights, democracy, and
assistance via trade agreements. Conversely, China
has adopted a more economic strategy, significantly
investing in infrastructure projects and becoming
Africa's primary trade partner (Brautigam, 2009).
Carbone (2011) contends that the European Union's
involvement is characterised by a combination of
trade agreements, developmental assistance, and a
focus on human rights and governance.

Korosteleva and Paikin (2020) assert that
Russia's strategy often exhibits pragmatism and
opportunism, emphasising strategic, military, and
economic advantages above ideological adherence.
Consequently, Russia has capitalised on
opportunities when other nations may exhibit
caution, and it has swiftly adjusted to changing
political circumstances.
Russia's rise in Africa, particularly in West Africa,
demonstrates its geopolitical ambition to restore its
global dominance. Russia has emerged as a
prominent actor on the continent via its financial
investments, military collaboration, and historical
connections. Unlike previous superpowers, this one
optimises its geopolitical influence in a flexible and
pragmatic way. There will be extensive discourse
and investigation into how Russia's increasing
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engagement in Africa affects the balance of power
among major global actors and regional stability.
Comprehending these systems is crucial for
evaluating the wider implications of Russia's actions
on the continent and abroad.

Factors Influencing Re-emergence of Russia as
an Active Player within the West African
Subregion

In retrospect, several West African nations
were hesitant to align closely with the Soviet Union
during the Cold War due to ideological discord,
particularly over the proliferation of communism
and the potential for Soviet interference in domestic
affairs (Kalu 2018). Moreover, a tendency to engage
with existing friends from Europe and the United
States often stemmed from the strong connections
between Western countries and their former African
colonies. Following the Cold War, several African
nations saw a gradual but consistent erosion of
confidence in the West, attributed to disillusionment
with unfulfilled commitments, disparate economic
development, and insufficient genuine cooperation
(Kalu, 2018; Sukhankin, 2022). Alternative friends,
such as Russia, were able to reassert their influence
due to this disillusionment and the relative decline
of Western supremacy in some regions.

Moreover, military ~ operations in
Francophone West Africa have transpired several
times since 2010 (Anani, 2023). Citizens have
mostly endorsed these measures. This arises from
individuals' increasing discontent with both France's
neocolonial tendencies and the leadership
deficiencies inside their nations (Anani, 2023). The
majority of its leaders have held power for almost a
decade have produced little tangible evidence of
effective leadership. Financial burdens, poverty,
instability, and resource misallocation have
escalated and become commonplace (Anani, 2023).
This has rendered military control a more appealing
alternative. Between 2012 and 2013, Francophone
countries including Mali, Guinea, and Burkina Faso
each experienced at least one coup d'état. The
nascent administrations have sought assistance from
Russia, especially in their efforts to eradicate any
residual French influence inside their countries
(Obinna&Semudara, 2024).

In addition to the several variables
influencing Russia's resurgence in West Africa, the
pressure exerted by regional and subregional
organisations is also shaping national responses to
military coups and, therefore, their decisions about
seeking help from Russia (Bisset, 2020). Political
instability and military coups have consistently
plagued the continent, often attracting censure and

sanctions from regional organisations such as the
African Union (AU) and the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS) (Ejiwale, 2019).
Recently, regional and sub-regional groups have
intensified their calls for the restoration of
constitutional order and the maintenance of
democratic ideals in West African states grappling
with military coups (Ejiwale, 2019). A military coup
ousted President lbrahim BoubacarKe'ta of Mali in
August 2020, prompting significant condemnation
from ECOWAS and the AU. Both groups swiftly
exerted pressure on the military junta to relinquish
power and facilitate the restoration of civilian rule in
Mali (Elischer, 2022). The sanctions included the
cessation of financial assistance and diplomatic
estrangement.

States experiencing political crises, such as
Mali, react to pressures and diplomatic isolation by
seeking external aid to address security challenges
and mitigate repercussions (Dakono, 2022). Russia
has emerged as an attractive alternative partner for
countries facing international scrutiny or isolation,
owing to its growing military might and willingness
to implement non-interference policies
(Stronsky&Sokolsky,  2017).  Moscow  has
positioned itself as a significant strategic ally for
countries seeking to navigate complex geopolitical
dynamics and affirm their sovereignty, owing to its
willingness to provide military support, training, and
diplomatic assistance to regimes facing external or
internal pressures  (Stronsky&Sokolsky, 2017).
Furthermore, Russia's participation in the mining
and energy sectors has significantly facilitated its
resurgence in West Africa. The area is rich in
natural resources, and Russian enterprises have
actively sought access via concessions, joint
ventures, and investments (Hirsbrunner&Masuhr,
2023). The economic engagement has provided
West African governments with supplementary
revenue sources and has enhanced their diplomatic
and political contacts with Russia
(Hirsbrunner&Masuhr, 2023). In hindsight, Russia's
interest in the natural resources of West Africa
emerged in the early 2000s, coinciding with the
Putin administration's efforts to restore Russia's
position in the global economy. West Africa has
emerged as a more appealing destination for Russian
enterprises to expand their operations, attributed to
the nation's economic resurgence and the increasing
need for oil and minerals (Sukhankin, 2022). The
region's vast mineral, gas, and oil reserves presented
lucrative opportunities for Russian corporations due
to its mostly uncharted markets.
The energy sector has been a significant focus of
Russian investment in West Africa. Russian energy
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giants, including Lukoil and Gazprom, have
invested in gas and oil ventures in Cameroon,
Equatorial Guinea, and Nigeria (Pouillot, 2022).
Gazprom has collaborated with Nigerian companies
to investigate and exploit gas deposits, while Lukoil
has a 22.20 per cent in the Akpo offshore oil field in
Nigeria (Sukhankin, 2022). These investments not
only provide access to invaluable energy resources
but also foster technological cooperation and
information exchange between Russian and West
African enterprises.

In addition to the energy sector, Russian
firms have actively pursued the mining potential in
West Africa. The area's wealth of minerals,
including bauxite, iron ore, and diamonds, makes it
an attractive site for Russian mining corporations.
The Russian mining business Nordgold operates in
Guinea and Burkina Faso, exploiting gold and
bauxite reserves from these countries (Sukhankin,
2022). The Russian aluminium giant Rusal acquired
Guinean bauxite mines, ensuring a crucial supply of
raw materials for its operations. This economic
engagement has provided West African nations with
supplementary revenue sources and has also
strengthened their diplomatic and political ties with
Russia.  Bilateral agreements and elevated
diplomatic relations between West African countries
and Russia have often facilitated Russian
investments and partnerships (Sukhankin, 2022).
Russia has successfully positioned itself as a pivotal
partner for resource-abundant nations, thereby
increasing its power in the region through these
economic affiliations.

Furthermore, several West African countries
see Russia as an attractive ally because of its
willingness to collaborate with governments that
may face censure or sanctions from Western
authorities (Mensah &Aning, 2022). Unlike the
West, which often associates its assistance with
democratic reforms, human rights, and effective
government, Russia adopts a pragmatic approach,
prioritising its economic and geopolitical interests
over the internal concerns of its partners (Pearson &
McFaul, 2022). This role resonates with leaders
seeking alternative finance and support sources
devoid of what they see as interference from
traditional Western allies.
It is essential to acknowledge the challenges and
disputes over Russia's economic engagement in
West Africa. Concerns have been raised over the
environmental damage potentially caused by mining
operations, the transparency of Russian investments,
and the likelihood of fostering corruption and
resource nationalism (Sukhankin, 2022). Moreover,
several researchers have cautioned about the

potential for Russia to use its economic influence to
advance its political and geopolitical aims, therefore
threatening the peace and sovereignty of West
African nations (Pouillot, 2022).

The objective of diversifying international
relations is a primary reason West African countries
are receptive to Russia (Farragemo, 2023). Several
African states have seen the potential benefits of
engaging with a diverse array of global powers,
rather than relying solely on their traditional
Western allies. By using several partnerships, they
may optimise their economic, political, and security
objectives while reducing their dependence on a
single foreign entity.

Moreover, some West African countries see
Russia as an appealing friend because of its non-
interventionist stance and willingness to collaborate
with governments that may face censure or
sanctions from Western authorities (Sukhankin,
2022). Unlike the West, which often associates its
assistance with democratic reforms, human rights,
and effective government, Russia adopts a
pragmatic approach, prioritising its economic and
geopolitical interests over the internal concerns of
its partners.

Not all West African nations have embraced
Russian engagement with equal enthusiasm. Some
states remain wary of Russia's intentions and the
potential consequences of increasing Russian
influence in the region (Hirsbrunner&Masuhr,
2023). Concerns have been raised over the opacity
of Russian operations, the potential for Russian
participation to heighten instability via the use of
private military contractors, and the risk that
Russian involvement might undermine democratic
processes and human rights. Several factors
contribute to West African states' receptiveness to
Russian involvement, including disillusionment with
traditional Western allies, the aspiration to diversify
international partnerships, Russia's policy of non-
interference, the need for security assistance, and
economic collaboration in the mining and energy
sectors (Hirsbrunner&Masuhr, 2023). However, not
all countries in the region are equally receptive to
this, and some remain apprehensive about the
potential repercussions of increasing Russian
influence.

Russia's Strategic Entry into West Africa:
Military Cooperation and Arms Sales and Its
Impact on Nigeria's National Security

Russia's strategic engagement in West
Africa, through military collaboration and weapons
transactions, influences Nigeria's national security.
This requires careful consideration. Nigeria, a
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significant player in the West African subregionnd a
regional power, has faced challenges due to Russia's
increasing influence and engagement in the area.
These challenges span several areas, such as
strategies to fight terrorism, uphold regional peace,
and inhibit the proliferation of armaments.

Nigeria's primary concern should be the
destabilising  effects of Russia's military
collaborations with other West African nations.
Russia has actively sought to expand its military
involvement in the region by providing armaments,
training, and military advisers to countries such as
Mali and the Central African Republic (CAR)
(Sukhankin, 2022). This money, often characterised
as supporting counterterrorism and
counterinsurgency initiatives, has raised concerns
about its potential to intensify regional tensions and
incite new conflicts. Nigeria and its neighbouring
countries are apprehensive of Russia's involvement
in Mali via the deployment of private military
contractors from the Wagner Group
(Aghedo&Sowemimo, 2023). The presence of these
contractors may undermine regional peace and
incite new conflicts due to the uncertainty over their
activities and loyalties. This may affect the security
situation in Nigeria, particularly in the northern
regions  adjacent to Mali  via  Niger
(Aghedo&Sowemimo, 2023).

Russia's arms transfers to unstable West
African nations, such as Mali and Niger, among
others, jeopardise Nigeria's national security.
Although the details of these arms transfers are
often concealed from public scrutiny, instances exist
when advanced weaponry and military equipment
are acquired by non-state actors, such as terrorist
organisations or rebel factions operating in the
region (International Crisis Group, 2022). The
acquisition has strengthened these groups and
exacerbated the security challenges confronting
Nigeria, especially in the northeastern areas affected
by the Boko Haram insurgency (International Crisis
Group, 2022).
Russia's activities in the region may undermine
Nigeria's counterterrorism efforts, which are integral
to its national security strategy (Adenipekun, 2022).
Russia's support for regimes in Mali, which have
been accused of human rights violations and have
faced difficulties in addressing terrorist groups and
armed insurgents, has hindered international
cooperation and

coordination in counterterrorism efforts
(Adenipekun,  2022). This has  impeded
theeffectiveness of regional and global partnerships
aimed at addressing terrorism and political
instability in the area.

Moreover, Nigeria's regional leadership

and its ability to influence political and security
dynamics in the subregion are jeopardised by
Russia's increasing influence in West Africa.
Nigeria, a significant political and economic entity
in West Africa, has historically engaged in regional
matters and serves as a crucial friend of Western
nations in  addressing security  challenges
(Adenipekun, 2022). However, few governments
align more closely with Russia due to her strategic
incursion into the region, which disrupted this
dynamic and complicated Nigeria's ability to exert
influence and maintain regional unity (Adenipekun,
2022).
The potential economic ramifications of Russia's
engagement in  West Africa are significant,
particularly within the energy sector. Russia's efforts
to get energy resources and markets in the region
would impact Nigeria's economic interests as a
major producer of gas and oil (Anyanwu& Salami,
2024). The extraction and distribution of resources
would lead to increased competition and potential
conflicts, hence worsening Nigeria's security and
economic situation (Anyanwu& Salami, 2024).

Nigeria has always adopted a pragmatic
approach to its foreign policy, endeavouring to
maintain equilibrium in its interactions with other
superpowers, despite these concerns. Nigeria may
be cautious of Russia's activities in West Africa;
nonetheless, it is unlikely to sever diplomatic ties or
adopt an openly antagonistic stance. Nigeria should
focus on strengthening its security ties and regional
partnerships to counterbalance Russia's influence
and mitigate potential security threats.

The Influence of Russia's Increased Geopolitical
Presence in West Africa on Nigeria's Foreign
Policy and Its Relationships with Sub-regional
Allies and Regional Blocs like ECOWAS

Russia's increasing geopolitical influence
in West Africa is significantly affecting Nigeria's
foreign policy and its relationships with regional
organisations, such as ECOWAS and its sub-
regional allies. Nigeria, a prominent regional actor
and a recognised member of ECOWAS, has had to
adjust its foreign policy approach to address the
evolving power dynamics and alliances resulting
from Russia's strategic engagement in the region
(Abowei, 2023). Russia's escalating military
cooperation with countries like Mali, Burkina Faso,
Niger, and the Central African Republic (CAR) is a
significant worry over its involvement in West
Africa (Droine&Dolbaia, 2023). Russia has
supported the government's counterinsurgency
operations in Mali by deploying private military
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contractors from the Wagner Group (Farregemo,
2023). The potential destabilising effects of these
contractors and the opacity of their activities have
raised concerns among Mali's neighbours, especially
Nigeria. In 2022, Nigeria's foreign minister,
Geoffrey Onyeama, publicly articulated the nation's
apprehensions over the presence of Russian private
military contractors in West Africa. Onyeama
expressed that Nigeria was "gravely concerned”
with the presence of these contractors in Mali and
their potential to exacerbate security challenges in
the region. This attitude underscores Nigeria's
concerns aboutout the implications of Russia's
involvement on regional security and stability,
which might undermine Nigeria's efforts to fight
terrorism and promote peace and security within
ECOWAS.

Furthermore, Russia's weapon transactions
with West African countries have elicited concerns
in Nigeria about the risk of arms proliferation and
the strengthening of non-state entities, including
terrorist organisations or rebels active in the area. In
2021, Nigeria's president, MuhammaduBuhari,
expressed apprehensions over the influx of guns into
the Lake Chad Basin area, a bastion for the Boko
Haram insurgency (Agence France-Presse, 2021).
Nigeria has not explicitly blamed Russia for
exacerbating weapons proliferation; rather, the
nation's apprehensions about the destabilising
consequences of uncontrolled arms transfers in the
area underscore the potential difficulties arising
from Russia's arms transactions with West African
countries. This matter is especially delicate for
Nigeria, considering its continuous efforts to counter
the Boko Haram insurgency and maintain regional
peace (Agence France-Presse, 2021).

Moreover, tensions may arise between
Nigeria's economic aspirations and Russia's
commercial interests in West Africa’'s energy
industry. Companies like Lukoil and Gazprom have
obtained stakes in oil and gas ventures in countries
like Equatorial Guinea and Nigeria due to Russia's
assertive initiatives to secure the region's energy
resources and markets (Pouillot, 2022). Nigerians
are apprehensive that Russia's involvement in the
region may result in increased competition and
conflicts around the allocation and use of resources.
In 2019, Timipre Sylva, Nigeria's former minister of
state for petroleum resources, spoke about the
escalating rivalry the country faced in the global
energy market, particularly from Russia and other
nations seeking to expand their energy influence
(Arise News, 2022). Nigeria is a major producer of
gas and ail, and its foreign policy choices are shaped
by a keen awareness of the potential economic

consequences of Russia's growing dominance in the
region's energy sector (Arise News, 2022).

Nigeria has addressed these challenges by
using a diversified approach to navigate the issues
arising from Russia's increasing geopolitical
influence in West Africa (Omotuyi, 2019). Nigeria
has tackled these concerns via regional cooperation
and diplomatic efforts. The issue of security and
stability in the area was a prominent agenda item
during the 49th Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS
Authority of Heads of State and Government, hosted
by Nigeria in 2021 (Utiome, 2024). Nigeria used
this forum to foster collaboration in addressing
concerns over the potential destabilising effects of
external actors, such as Russia, by engaging with its
subregional partners.

Nigeria has endeavoured to strengthen its
multilateral and bilateral security partnerships with
aligned nations both within and outside ECOWAS.
Nigeria and Morocco resolved to enhance their
security cooperation in 2022, particularly on
maritime security and counterterrorism (Stephen,
Pindiga, &Abubakar, 2025). Nigeria aims to
enhance its role in regional security operations and
mitigate the potential impact of Russia's
involvement with security strategies in the region.
Nigeria aims to address potential threats from
foreign entities and maintain its leadership role in
promoting regional security and stability by
enhancing partnerships and using collective
resources.

Nigeria is clearly addressing the challenges
posed by Russia's expanding geopolitical influence
in West Africa while simultaneously maintaining a
pragmatic stance in its foreign affairs and refraining
from overt hostility towards the Russian Federation.
Nigeria seeks to safeguard its domestic interests and
maintain its status as a regional leader via
diplomatic efforts, regional cooperation, and the
strengthening of strategic alliances; therefore, it
substantially influences the political and security
landscape of West Africa. Russia's resurgence in the
region has altered the dynamics and impacted
Nigeria's relationships with both sub-regional allies
and regional organisations such as ECOWAS.

Furthermore, ECOWAS's efforts to
promote democratic governance and regional
integration may be compromised by Russia's non-
interference policy and its willingness to collaborate
with regimes that would face condemnation or
sanctions from Western nations (Sukhankin, 2022).
Nigeria has opposed several ECOWAS members
who prioritise their relationships with Russia above
the maintenance of regional norms and goals, as it
staunchly advocates for democracy. Nigeria has had
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to navigate a delicate equilibrium between its
regional commitments and broader foreign policy
objectives due to this situation, which may
jeopardise its relationships with subregional allies
and create challenges within ECOWAS.

Nigeria has surmounted these challenges
by using its regional influence and diplomatic
stature within ECOWAS to mitigate risks to its
domestic and international objectives. Nigeria has
striven to maintain unity within ECOWAS and
ensure that Russia's involvement does not
undermine the bloc's core objectives and principles
by engaging in regional discourse and promoting a
collaborative strategy to address security and
stability issues.

Il.  Conclusion

This paper analysed Russia's growth in
West Africa and its implications for Nigeria's
national security. This study analysed the factors
contributing to Russia's resurgence as a significant
actor in the West African sub-region, the
implications of Russia's strategic engagement in
West  Africa—particularly  through  military
collaboration and arms transactions—on Nigeria's
national security, and the effects of Russia’s
heightened geopolitical presence on Nigeria's
foreign policy and its relations with sub-regional
partners and regional organisations, such as
ECOWAS, employing a qualitative methodology
that utilised both descriptive and historical data
collection methods.

The study indicated that Russia's revival in
the West African subregion has been affected by
both domestic and external factors. The intersection
of historical connections, economic motivations, and
geopolitical issues has driven Russia's reemergence
as a significant player in West Africa. West African
nations have become more receptive to Russian
involvement due to disillusionment  with
conventional Western allies, a need for diversified
international partnerships, Russia's non-
interventionist stance, and the demand for economic
collaboration and security assistance.

Russia's increasing military collaboration
and weapons transactions in Nigeria have prompted
concerns about national security, potentially leading
to destabilisation, heightened arms proliferation
risks, and the undermining of counterterrorism
efforts.

Moreover, Russia's involvement has
influenced Nigeria's foreign policy and its
connections with sub-regional partners and regional
organisations like ECOWAS. Nigeria's attempts to
maintain regional leadership and cohesiveness have

been hindered by shifts in regional alliances, the
potential erosion of democratic principles, and
rivalry in the oil industry.

In summary, Nigeria's foreign policy and its
relationships with sub-regional allies and regional
organisations, such as ECOWAS, are profoundly
affected by Russia's increasing geopolitical
influence in West Africa. Nigeria has confronted
security challenges, navigated evolving regional
dynamics, and mitigated the economic repercussions
of Russia's strategic incursion into the region.
Nigeria is striving to safeguard its national interests
and maintain its status as a regional leader in
shaping the political and security dynamics of West
Africa via diplomatic efforts, regional cooperation,
and the strengthening of strategic alliances.

I1l.  Recommendations
This article examines Russia's emergence in West
Africa and its implications for Nigeria's national
security. If Nigeria aims to mitigate the adverse
effects of Russian presence in the sub-region, the
paper's recommends immediate action. The
recommendations are as follows:
1.Prioritising the enhancement of its security
cooperation and regional alliances will assist
Nigeria in mitigating Russia's influence and
reducing potential threats to its security. This may
include forging closer ties with ECOWAS member
states that have similar principles and seeking
alternative support from Western allies or other
regional entities. Nigeria must enhance its
counterterrorism strategies and intelligence-sharing
mechanisms to limit the potential danger of arms
proliferation and the empowerment of non-state
actors.
2.To maintain its leadership and influence in the
region, Nigeria must use its diplomatic position and
ECOWAS membership to promote a collaborative
approach to addressing security and stability
challenges. Nigeria can ensure that Russia's
involvement does not undermine the core objectives
and principles of ECOWAS, such as fostering
democratic governance and regional integration, by
advocating for unity among member states and
engaging in regional dialogue.
3.To mitigate the potential economic repercussions
of Russia's growing influence in the region's energy
industry, Nigeria should consider diversifying its
commercial partnerships and exploring other energy
sources. To reduce dependence on fossil fuels and
diminish the potential for conflicts over resource
extraction and distribution, such steps may include
promoting intraregional trade, fostering economic
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collaboration with other

African nations, and

investing in renewable energy initiatives.
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