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Abstract 
The present research investigates the efficacy of the 

Narnia books as a resource for moral instruction in 

the classroom. To encourage students to build solid 

moral values and make sound moral choices, this 

paper examines the moral and ethical concepts 

provided throughout the series. Numerous scholarly 

sources and an examination of the Narnia novels are 

consulted in the investigation. The study makes the 

case that instructors looking to instill important 

morals and values in their pupils might benefit 

significantly from the Narnia series. The study 

emphasizes how the Narnia series may encourage 

pupils to think critically, address ethical concerns, 

and develop empathy and compassion. This essay's 

overall finding is that the Narnia series can be a  

powerful tool for educators seeking to cultivate a 

more ethical and values-driven classroom 

environment. 
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I. Introduction 
C.S. Lewis's Narnia series, known for its 

innovative writing and memorable characters, has 

captivated readers of all ages for years. The Narnia 

trilogy, which is set in a mystical realm with talking 

animals, mythological creatures, and wondrous 

landscapes, has grown to be a cherished classic of 

children's fiction. Beyond just being entertaining, the 

Narnia series gives teachers a chance to incorporate 

important moral and ethical teachings into their 

lesson plans. 

Teachers frequently look for tools that 

might encourage ethical awareness, empathy, and 

critical thinking in their pupils as they work to 

promote character development and ethical decision-

making in them. Such a resource is provided by the 

Narnia series. The series offers a forum for discussing 

significant moral ideals and ethical concepts, like 

bravery, loyalty, forgiveness, and social justice, 

through its captivating tale and evocative visuals. 

Teachers can utilize the Narnia series to foster ethical 

decision-making in their pupils by exploring the 

characters' struggles and victories in the face of moral 

quandaries. 

In this paper, we examine the importance of 

the Narnia books as a resource for educating students 

about values. We investigate the moral ideals and 

ethical ideas provided in the Narnia series, as well as 

how they might be successfully incorporated into the 

curriculum, drawing on a variety of scholarly 

literature and examination of the Narnia books 

themselves. We also look at how the Narnia books 

could help kids develop their critical thinking skills, 

their capacity for empathy and compassion, and their 

knowledge of ethical issues. Through this research, 

we offer useful advice for teachers who want to use 

Narnia books to create a more morally upright 

learning environment. 

Overall, this paper makes the case that the 

Narnia books may be a useful resource for teachers 

who want to instill fundamental moral principles in 

their pupils. We want to provide educators with 

useful suggestions for incorporating this well-liked 

series into their classroom instruction by exploring 

the potential of the Narnia series to foster character 

development, ethical decision-making, and critical 

thinking. 

 

Moral and Ethical Lessons in the Narnia Series 

Many moral and ethical elements in the 

Narnia series may be used in classroom instruction. 

For instance, Aslan, a figure in "The Lion, the Witch, 

and the Wardrobe," preaches the value of atonement 

and redemption. Even though Edmund has betrayed 

his siblings and jeopardized their objective, Aslan 

voluntarily offers himself as a sacrifice to protect 

Edmund from the Witch's fury. Edmund is not only 

saved by this act of sacrifice, but it also mends his 
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connection with his brothers and ultimately aids in 

the defeat of the Witch. 

Students can learn from this moment the 

value of selflessness, forgiveness, and redemption. 

While Edmund's redemption emphasizes the value of 

putting others' needs ahead of one's own, Aslan's 

willingness to lay down his life for another person 

illustrates the importance of being willing to adapt 

and develop even after making errors. The results of 

Edmund's conduct also emphasize the value of 

accepting accountability for one's deeds and the 

dangers of selfish behavior. 

Lewis's Narnia books offer a wealth of 

moral and ethical themes that may be incorporated 

into lessons in the classroom. The series' main 

character, Aslan—an allegorical representation of 

Christ—exemplifies several fundamental moral 

principles, including selflessness, forgiveness, and 

redemption (Lewis, 1950). In addition to "The Lion, 

the Witch, and the Wardrobe," which we previously 

reviewed, the series has several additional instances 

of moral and ethical precepts. 

The protagonist of "Prince Caspian," 

Caspian, for instance, imparts the value of sticking up 

for what is right in the face of difficulty. Young 

Prince Caspian must battle his evil uncle to reclaim 

the throne that is rightfully his. Even though he is 

outnumbered and outgunned, Caspian persists and 

rallies his friends to his cause. Students may learn 

from this about the value of conviction and bravery 

as well as the possible repercussions of standing up 

for what is right. 

Similar to how Eustace learns the value of 

self-analysis and personal development in "The 

Voyage of the Dawn Treader," Eustace is introduced 

in the narrative as a self-centered, annoying guy who 

always seems to be in trouble. Eustace, however, 

learns to improve himself and adopt the virtues of 

humility and selflessness after being turned into a 

dragon and then healed by Aslan. This may be used 

to instruct pupils on the value of self-analysis and the 

possible advantages of personal development. 

Digory, a character in "The Magician's 

Nephew," discovers the value of accepting 

accountability for one's actions. Digory, a small 

child, unintentionally introduces the witch Jadis into 

Narnia, resulting in mayhem and disaster. However, 

Digory accepts responsibility for his misdeeds and 

makes an effort to make apologies rather than 

attempting to dodge the repercussions of them. 

Students may learn from this about the value of 

accountability and the potential repercussions of 

one's conduct. 

In "The Silver Chair," Jill's character 

discovers the value of being trustworthy and honest. 

Jill feels the need to cheat and take a fast path when 

Aslan assigns a duty. She finally decides to follow 

instructions and be honest, which results in a 

successful conclusion. Students may learn from this 

about the value of being honest and the negative 

effects of cheating. 

The significance of the Narnia series as a 

source of moral and ethical instruction has been the 

subject of several academic publications. For 

instance, Daniels and Steele (2012) contend in their 

paper "Narnia as a Classroom Text" that the Narnia 

series may be utilized to impart crucial characteristics 

like bravery, honesty, and selflessness. Similarly to 

this, in their essay "The Ethics of C.S. Lewis," 

MacLeod and O'Gorman (2013) look at the moral 

foundations of the Narnia series and how they might 

be utilized to teach students about morality and 

ethics.  

Educators must understand how literature 

may help children develop their critical thinking, 

empathy, and ethical values. We can provide our 

children with an exciting and meaningful approach to 

studying significant values and learning to handle 

challenging moral issues by adding the Narnia series 

into our lessons. The Narnia series is a vital and 

priceless resource that shouldn't be disregarded in 

today's educational environment when there is an 

increasing demand for values-based teaching. 

Keeping this in mind, we'll now examine in further 

depth how the Narnia series might be utilized in the 

classroom to teach students about values. 

 

Integrating the Narnia Series into Classroom 

Teaching 

The Narnia series has a lot of promise for 

advancing value education in the classroom, as seen 

by our examination of the moral and ethical 

principles it teaches. Recognizing the importance of 

this series is only the first step, though. Teachers must 

learn how to effectively incorporate the Narnia series 

into their classroom lessons if they want to 

completely use its educational potential. This calls 

for a methodical approach that considers the 

requirements and interests of pupils at various grade 

levels as well as the special opportunities and 

difficulties given by the Narnia series. 

The Narnia series may be an effective tool 

for incorporating literacy, social studies, and critical 

thinking skills into classroom instruction in addition 

to its usefulness as a source of moral and ethical 

lessons. Teachers may assist students in developing 

the knowledge and views necessary to successfully 

navigate a complex and changing world by utilizing 

the series as a prism through which to examine 

challenging problems and themes. Here are some 
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doable methods for incorporating the Narnia books 

into lessons: 

 

1. Using the Narnia books to help with 

language and literacy instruction: The Narnia series 

is a fantastic tool for teaching reading comprehension 

and writing abilities since it is a rich supply of 

vocabulary, figurative language, and literary 

strategies. For instance, by examining and debating 

significant passages, instructors may utilize the series 

to teach story structure, character development, and 

theme as well as to improve students' vocabulary and 

reading comprehension. According to Smith and 

Pyles (2015), one instance of this is the usage of 

Aslan to investigate the idea of allegory. 

 

2. Teaching social subjects and history while 

including the Narnia series: The Narnia series is a 

great resource for issues pertaining to social justice, 

human rights, and cultural diversity. For instance, 

educators might utilize the series to discuss topics 

like how other cultures are portrayed in the show, 

how oppression and power are shown, or how 

empathy and compassion play a part in resolving 

conflicts. As highlighted by McDonald and Hassett 

(2016), one instance of this is the use of the Prince 

Caspian figure to investigate the historical and 

cultural setting of medieval Europe. 

 

3. Addressing sensitive topics and 

encouraging critical thinking: The Narnia books may 

be a useful tool for fostering critical thinking abilities 

in pupils and motivating them to explore their own 

beliefs and preconceptions. Teachers can utilize the 

series, for instance, to encourage students to draw 

parallels between the events in the series and current 

world challenges or to provide a safe and respectful 

environment for students to talk about sensitive 

subjects like trauma, death, and grief. According to 

West (2012), one instance of this is the way in which 

the figure of Edmund is used to investigate ideas of 

atonement and forgiveness. 

 

Teachers can use a variety of materials and 

resources, such as lesson plans, discussion guides, 

and multimedia resources, to support these tactics. 

The research of Applebee and Langer (2013) on the 

contribution of fiction to the development of critical 

literacy skills or the work of Rosenblatt (2011) on the 

significance of aesthetic response in reading and 

interpretation are just two examples of the wide range 

of research and scholarship that teachers can draw 

from regarding the use of literature in education. 

 

Benefits and Challenges of Using the Narnia 

Series for Value Education 

 

There are many advantages, but there are 

also some difficulties when using the Narnia books in 

the classroom to teach students about values. The 

depth and intricacy of the moral and ethical themes 

weaved throughout the series are one of its most 

notable advantages. The series gives students several 

opportunities to investigate significant qualities like 

loyalty, bravery, forgiveness, and selflessness, 

among others. Diverse opinions and experiences may 

be reflected in the series' many characters, locations, 

and storylines, enabling a more thorough and 

inclusive approach to value teaching. 

The involvement and interest that the Narnia 

series may inspire in kids is another advantage of 

adopting it in the classroom. The series' innovative 

and magical aspects have the power to grab students' 

attention and make studying more fun and 

memorable. The book's themes and teachings may be 

applied to other topics like history, philosophy, or 

language arts, providing chances for interdisciplinary 

study. 

The Narnia series may be used to teach 

values, however, there are several obstacles to 

overcome. The series' religious overtones suggest 

one possible obstacle. Since C.S. Lewis is a 

Christian, his novels contain Christian themes and 

symbols that some students may find to be 

proselytizing or in opposition to the beliefs of non-

Christian students. Teachers can overcome this 

difficulty by taking care to treat religious issues 

respectfully and without dogmatism, while also 

recognizing and respecting different viewpoints and 

views. 

The books' age and reading level provides 

another difficulty. Because the Narnia series is 

created for young adults, older pupils could find it 

less interesting or relevant. Additionally, some pupils 

could have trouble understanding the works' 

references to many cultures and their antiquated 

language. By choosing books from the series that are 

suitable for their students' reading levels and age, 

teachers may address these issues. They can also give 

their pupils the required background information or 

scaffolding for understanding. 

Overall, as long as teachers are attentive and 

intentional in their approach and employ suitable 

tools and materials to promote student learning, the 

advantages of using the Narnia series for value 

teaching in the classroom outweigh the 

disadvantages. 

 



 

 

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 3, Issue 3, May-June, 2023, pp: 23-27                               www.ijhssm.org                 

                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                             ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                    Page 26 

Critiques and Alternative Approaches to Using 

Children's Literature for Value Education 

 

The use of children's books for value 

teaching has been criticized, and there are other 

strategies to take into account. 

One objection is that utilizing literature to 

instill moral principles might be perceived as 

brainwashing. Some contend that literature should be 

cherished for its own sake as opposed to being used 

to impart particular morals or ideals (Nodelman, 

2013). Others contend that applying literature in this 

way might cause students to accept ideals implicit in 

the text without doing any critical analysis or 

thinking for themselves (Hartman, 2016). 

Another criticism is that the cultural and 

societal standards portrayed in children's books may 

restrict its use as a tool for value education. For 

instance, some critics contend that the morals 

portrayed in classic children's literature, such as the 

focus on submission and compliance in Enid Blyton's 

writings, might not be consistent with current 

standards of behavior (Stephens & McCallum, 2017). 

Alternative methods of using children's 

literature for value teaching include emphasizing the 

act of reading itself as opposed to the particular ideals 

that the work expresses. In contrast to merely 

accepting the values offered in the text, the critical 

literacy method, for instance, emphasizes the need of 

cultivating critical thinking abilities and engaging in 

textual analysis (Applebee & Langer, 2013). This 

method also underlines how crucial it is to take into 

account the social and cultural setting in which the 

work was created and consumed. 

Using varied children's literature that 

represents a variety of experiences and viewpoints is 

another possible strategy. This can provide pupils a 

wider range of beliefs and viewpoints to explore 

while also fostering empathy and knowledge of many 

cultures and worldviews (Bishop, 1990). 

The Narnia series can give kids significant 

opportunity to interact with moral and ethical 

principles even though there are objections and 

alternate methods to using children's literature for 

value education. Teachers can assist students in 

critically analyzing and reflecting on the ideals 

conveyed in the book while also taking into account 

the social and cultural context in which the series was 

written by employing a number of instructional 

techniques and tools, such as those described in the 

preceding section. 

 

 

 

 

II. Conclusion 
 

The Narnia series has been proven to be a 

useful tool for teaching students about values in the 

classroom. Teachers can utilize the books to 

encourage students' critical thinking and reflection by 

drawing on the moral and ethical principles found 

throughout the series. Additionally, because kids can 

identify to the people and circumstances in the books, 

the fantastical world of Narnia may be an effective 

tool for fostering empathy and understanding. 

Therefore, while using the Narnia series as 

a tool for value teaching, educators must use 

prudence and critical thinking. This entails noticing 

and addressing problematic aspects like how racism 

and gender are portrayed in the series and 

encouraging students to engage in critical reflection 

and analysis. 

The Narnia series is not the only resource 

that can be used to teach moral and ethical principles, 

which is another crucial point to remember. The ideas 

on values education that may be found in other types 

of children's literature, such as more modern works 

or diverse tales, maybe more varied and inclusive. 

Teachers should think about using a variety 

of teaching methods, such as Socratic seminars, 

group discussions, and creative writing exercises, in 

order to optimize the advantages of using the Narnia 

series in the classroom. In order to support their usage 

of the books, teachers should also draw on a variety 

of materials and resources, such as lesson plans and 

multimedia tools. By doing this, educators may make 

sure that their kids are receiving a comprehensive and 

interesting education. 

The Narnia series gives a special chance to 

motivate children to reflect carefully on fundamental 

moral principles and ethical dilemmas while also 

helping them to build critical reading skills. The 

books provide readers with a window into many 

cultures, eras, and viewpoints that might deepen their 

awareness of both themselves and the world they live 

in. The stories also offer a shared vocabulary and 

experience that may aid in creating a feeling of 

community in the classroom. 

It is our duty as educators to be deliberate 

and introspective in our teaching practice and to 

regularly review and revise our methods in light of 

fresh data and viewpoints. By doing this, we can 

provide a learning environment for our kids that is 

stimulating, fulfilling, and transforming. Conclusion: 

Despite certain drawbacks, the Narnia series is 

nevertheless an excellent tool for teaching moral 

principles in the classroom, and its continued 

popularity is evidence of its long-lasting influence on 

readers. 
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