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Abstract 
Western philosophical schools enrich Indian 

educational practices through various set of 

philosophical ideas. Western philosophical schools, 

such as idealism, naturalism and pragmatism have 

influenced education worldwide, including India. In 

this paper, an attempt is made to analyse the 

relevance of Western philosophical schools to 

present education system of India. The objectives of 

the present paper are - to analyse the primary 

features of the Western Philosophy; to analyze the 

basic ideas of the Western Philosophy regarding the 

aim of education, curriculum, teaching method, role 

of teacher and discipline and to evaluate the 

relevance of the Western School of Philosophy upon 

the present education system of India. The Western 

philosophy has profound influence upon various 

aspects of the Indian education system like- teaching 

method, role of the teacher, curriculum, discipline 

and so on. The schools of Western philosophy have 

noteworthy influence upon the primary, middle and 

higher stages of teaching-learning process. 
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I. Introduction: 
Western philosophical schools have shaped 

the development of many fields in the world 

including education. Western philosophical schools 

enrich Indian educational practices through various 

set of philosophical ideas. It encourages a broader 

understanding of philosophical concepts, human 

thought and societal development. Western 

philosophical schools, such as idealism, naturalism 

and pragmatism have influenced education 

worldwide, including India. Western Philosophers 

Plato, Rousseau, John Dewey and Immanuel Kant 

have suggested on aims of education, methods to be 

used for teaching, roles of teachers in the students’ 

life, the curriculum and the ideas on discipline. 

These ideas along with ideas of Indian Philosophers 

have shaped educational process. Their views 

provided how education system can be well planned 

and managed. These ideas are still relevant in the 

preset education system of India. The National 

Education Policy 2020 of India emphasizes to 

develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and 

ethical values and all round development of 

personality among students and also emphasizes the 

importance of a holistic and multidisciplinary 

approach to education, which align with the Western 

philosophical schools. In this paper, an attempt is 

made to analyse the relevance of Western 

philosophical schools to present education system of 

India.   

 

II. Objectives: 
The objectives of the present paper are - 

a) To analyse the primary features of the Western 

Philosophy. 

b) To analyze the basic ideas of the Western 

Philosophy regarding the aim of education, 

curriculum, teaching method, role of teacher 

and discipline. 

c) To evaluate the relevance of the Western 

School of Philosophy upon the present 

education system of India.  

 

III. Methodology: 
For this paper, only secondary sources such as 

books and journals, research articles are used. 

Analysis and Discussion: 

A. Basic Features of Western Schools of 

Philosophy 

The Western schools of philosophy are 

comparatively new to the Indian ones. When the 

Western philosophies came into the being, the 

Indian Philosophy was passing through the middle 

stage of its evolution. The basic characteristics of 

the Western schools of Philosophy are- 

 The various aspects of the Universal 

Theory, Moral Science, Logic and Psychology are 

studied separately in the Western Philosophy. 

 The views of these schools are provided on 

the basis of other analysis. 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 4, Issue 1, Jan.-Feb., 2024, pp: 751-756                             www.ijhssm.org                 

                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                         ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                           Page 752 

 This philosophy is realistic and intellectual 

in nature 

 It can be considered as humanitarian one. 

 Western philosophy is considered as an 

intellectual enterprise in understanding the social 

reality. 

 Western school of philosophy shifted from 

Nature Centric to Ethical and Human Centric.  

  Western philosophy promotes a spirit of 

inquiry.  

 

B. Basic principles of  the Western 

Philosophy regarding the aim of education, 

curriculum, teaching method, role of teacher and 

discipline 

The different schools of thought in 

philosophy of education are - Idealism, Naturalism 

and Pragmatism. The word ‘Idealism’ came from the 

word - ‘ideals’ or ‘ideas.’ Idealism is that branch of 

Philosophy which focuses upon the spiritual part of 

our live. In this philosophy, more focus is given 

upon the mind and the soul rather than the body and 

the physical world. It describes or analyses man and 

the world in accordance with mind as well as soul. 

The advocates say that the materialistic or the outer 

world is prone to be ended but the spiritual one is 

eternal. So the acquisition of the spiritual essence 

should be the aim of life. Idealism believes in the 

universal mind, regards man as spiritual being, and 

considers that the world of Ideas and Values is more 

important than the world of Matter. Idealists 

perpetuated that the spiritual world is the only truth 

and the real one, whereas the material world is 

changeable and transient.  

Naturalism is another philosophy of 

education that stands against the idealistic 

philosophy of education. Naturalism believes in 

nature. This philosophy believes that the real world 

is only natural world and nature is the sole source of 

every particle that exists in the world and ends in it. 

Naturalism does not believe in spiritualism or 

supernaturalism. It circles around the Nature and 

considers it as the sole reality. The supernatural 

essences or the things that are beyond the reach of 

the senses are inherent in Nature and the aim of 

education is to search such essences through 

scientific ways.  

Another philosophy of education is 

Pragmatism. The word pragmatism came from the 

Greek Word ‘PRAGMA’ which stands for ‘activity’ 

or ‘the work done.’ Some philosophers say that 

Pragmatism came from ‘PRAGMATIKOs’ and it 

denotes practicability and utility. This philosophy 

focuses more upon work or activity rather than 

thought. Thought is only a tool for the formation of 

activities.  That is why experiments or activities 

come first and the rules or the concepts are formed 

on the basis of the consequences of the experiments 

or activities. In this philosophy, the experiences are 

given priority. According to this philosophy every 

existence is prone to change, which made it trust 

that there are no permanent or ultimate value in this 

world. They believe in the transient or ever-

changing notion of place, time and object. This 

school believes that the human mind itself is a 

consequence of such changes.  

 

Western Philosophy on Aim of Education 

Idealism propounded the aims from their 

points of view with reference to Spiritualism. 

According to Idealism the main aims of education 

should be- acquisition or cultivation of truth, beauty 

and goodness; conservation, promotion and 

transmission of cultural heritage; preparation for a 

holy life; exaltation of human personality; education 

for all or universal education; development of 

intelligence and self-rationality; and acquisition or 

cultivation of moral values. 

Naturalism has pointed out that the aims of 

education should be self-expression; self-

preservation; complete development of 

individuality/personality; struggle for existence ; 

economic efficiency; sublimation of instincts; 

maintenance of the social and political relations; 

adjustment with the surrounding; autonomous 

development of individuals; and enjoyment of 

leisure. 

The study of Pragmatism helps us to gain a 

clean idea about its influence upon the aim of 

education. This theory does not advocate any 

particular aim of education rather this depends upon 

time and need. According to the well-known 

pragmatist John Dewey the aims of education 

cannot be pre-determined as it prone to change 

simultaneously with the social changes. In spite of 

such considerations, there are some particular 

features which are attached to the notion of proper 

aim and these are –the aims of education should be 

immediate rather than ultimate; focus should be on 

the democratic values; the nature of the aims should 

be dynamic; the aims should be internal rather than 

external. Some of the advocates of this philosophy 

have pointed out some aims of education such as 

creation of new values; acquisition of maximum 

knowledge; all round development of an individual; 

continuous reconstruction of experiences; increasing 

social efficiency; and personal and social 

adjustment.  
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Western Philosophy on Curriculum 

Idealism philosophy advocates the 

invocation of spiritual consciousness for the 

realization of the utmost Truth. The salient features 

of an idealistic curriculum are as follows-the ideal 

curriculum focuses upon the nature of the child; it 

emphasizes upon the utmost values of human life; it 

advocates humanities subjects rather than the 

sciences; it is inclusive of moral science, religion 

and arts; it also includes the vast experiences of 

cognitive, affective and conative aspects. 

Naturalism classifies the notion of 

curriculum into two different classes. The first 

division is inclusive of the subjects that would help 

in the nourishment of the senses. The second 

division includes the subjects that are related to the 

physical and natural environment. The curriculum 

should be framed in accordance with the psychology 

of the child. It prefers subjects that help in self-

preservation. This school also prefers the inclusion 

of basic sciences as well as the past experiences of 

the race. Rousseau also gave some suggestions on 

the designing of curriculum. He provided essential 

advices from his views on life. He determined how, 

when and what kinds of knowledge are expected to 

acquire from the nature through the nourishment of 

the hidden assets of the child. According to him, 

nature can play the role of the curriculum for the 

natural development of the habitual instincts or 

tendencies of the child. According to him the 

adequate curriculum is the one that gives the child 

total freedom and chance to establish a relationship 

with the natural objects. He also said that the 

particular experiences or knowledge that the child 

attains by the self-direction of its instincts and 

emotions can also be considered as curriculum. The 

well-known Naturalists Rousseau never focused 

upon the spiritual matters in the curriculum. He 

considered that such rigid or conventional subjects 

can disrupt the wellbeing of the child. The subjects 

which have proper relation with the psycho-physical 

development of the child should be covered by the 

curriculum. Rousseau preferred child-centered 

curriculum for the modification of the hidden talents 

as well as he also advocated science subjects for the 

well-being of the comprehensive ability. The child-

oriented curriculum should be centered around the 

needs, interests, hobbies as well as the general 

awareness of the present time. He said that, “Nature 

wills that children should be children before they are 

seen. If we seek to prevent this order we should 

produce forward fruits without ripeness or flavor 

and would not ripe soon rooter, we shall have young 

servants or old children.” 

Pragmatism has its own perception on the 

notion of curriculum. It focuses upon every aspects 

of education including books, subject-matter as well 

as teachers and the primary focus is given to the 

child. Pragmatism conveys that the teaching should 

be centered one incident of life. The life should be 

considered as one unit rather than dividing it into 

various parts as the life is itself a subject. Past 

incidents or theories should be included but the 

focus should be put upon the knowledge that is 

required for the solution of the problems of the 

present time. It says that the curriculum should be 

varied according to the different stages of 

development. They also support the inclusion of 

cultural activities in the curriculum. Thus, the 

curriculum that is prescribed by Pragmatism is 

wider, multi-dimensional and dynamic.  

 

Western Philosophy on Method of Teaching 
Though Idealism does not follow any 

particular teaching method, it believes that teaching 

is an art and the teacher should be the artist who 

should work for the complete development of the 

inherent possibility of the child. The Idealist 

teaching methods propounded by various idealist 

philosophers which are - Learning Through 

Reading; Plato’s Learning Through Lecturing; 

Learning Through Discussion; Learning to 

Imitation; Socrates’ Method of Question Answer or 

Dialectic Method; Inductive-Deductive Method of 

Aristotle; Herbert’s Instruction Method; Learning by 

Memorization. 

The notion of Naturalism is one of the 

revolutionary philosophies in the arena of teaching 

or education. It created awareness around the notion 

of education by bringing Nature as the utmost 

representation of reality. Naturalism has brought 

enlightenment in the teaching-learning system on 

the basis of which various sports-oriented teaching 

learning methods. The famous Naturalist 

Philosopher Jean-Jacques-Rousseau prefers solving 

the mystery of nature through reality and direct 

experience rather than depending upon the 

transcendental, supernatural, or spiritual notions. 

Naturalism also studies human life and various 

activities without any concern with spiritualism. 

Nature is the utmost truth and the primary matter of 

discuss.  

As per as the method of teaching is 

concerned, Pragmatism prefers the child-centered 

process rather than the text-oriented or teacher-

oriented processes. This philosophy considers the 

school as the replica or the miniature of the society 

or social activities. The teachers are expected to 

guide the activities of the child and motivate the 
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students to investigate and discover the source of the 

social and personal issues. The teaching method 

should be experimental and it should instigate and 

develop creative thoughts in the minds of the 

students.  

 

Western Philosophy on Role of the Teacher 
Teachers play an important role in the 

idealist concept of education. According to Idealism 

the primary aim of education should be the 

construction of personality, which is constructed 

through the healthy personality and over all 

influence of the teacher. According to Froebel, 

“School is a garden, the educand tender plant and 

the educator the careful gardener.” If we go through 

the explanations of the idealists regarding the role of 

the teacher, some salient keynotes come into the 

fourth- Teacher is the spiritual trainer of the 

students; Only teachers can provide the proper 

support for the construction of ideal personality; The 

teacher is an ideal person; The teacher is the friend, 

philosopher and guide of the student; The over-all 

development of the student is only possible through 

the influence of the mature or well-versed and bold 

personality of the teacher; The teacher is the 

spiritual example or replica of good behavior; Only 

the teachers can provide the students with a proper 

academic aura or environment; Teachers are 

expected to play the direct role in the education 

system. As far as education or the students are 

concerned a teacher has more responsibility than 

others; The Idealistic philosophy prefers a teacher-

centric academic process. 

According to Naturalism the position of the 

teacher is secondary in the education process. Their 

role or position is expected to be assigned according 

to the conditions of the education process. The 

naturalists say that the position of the teacher is 

always behind the scenes. Rousseau once said that 

the students are books and teachers have to study 

from page to page. The teachers are expected to 

know the responsibilities in the case of the 

development of the child. The teacher is like the 

director or decorator of a stage, who plays an 

inevitable role in the setting of the stage, providing 

all the required tools, creating opportunities, ideal 

environment as well as scopes for spontaneous 

development of the child. The teacher should make 

approach to develop the ‘social- self’ in every child 

through sports, self-education, self-discipline as well 

as various productive activities. The aim of the 

teachers should be scientific, pure, clear, organized 

and neutral.  Naturalism perpetuates that the teacher 

should not be dominative but should provide scope 

for spontaneous expression in a natural aura. The 

teacher should play the role of a stage-setter and 

observer. Rousseau said, “The teacher is only a 

setter of the stage, a supplier of materials and 

opportunities, a provider of an ideal environment, a 

creator of conditions under which natural 

development takes place.” Above all the school of 

Naturalism advocates that the teacher is a friend, 

philosopher and guide for the students.  

Pragmatism has its respective views 

regarding the role and responsibilities of a teacher. 

This philosophy propounds that the duty of a teacher 

is to posit some problems in front of the students 

and inspire the students to find the solution on their 

own. There are some particular roles of teachers that 

are brought out by Pragmatism are -the teachers 

play the passive role in the teaching process. 

Pragmatism gives the active position to the students; 

Teachers should  focus more upon the law of 

learning by doing rather than textual knowledge; 

Pragmatism supports child-centered or learner 

centered teaching rather Teacher-centered one; 

Pragmatism says that the teacher should play the 

role of a friend, philosopher and guide or motivator; 

Teacher should plan for the activities and determine 

projects; The teacher is expected to prepare the 

students for social adjustment since the primary 

stage or school level; The teacher should not impose 

his or her interest or authority upon the students; 

The teacher should create a proper environment to 

lead the teaching process towards a fruitful end; The 

teacher should be a person of a progressive mind 

and a firm believer of the democratic values.  

 

Western Philosophy on Discipline 

The philosophy of idealism propounded 

many suggestions regarding academic discipline. 

According to Idealism the major function of the 

education process is the upbringing of the higher 

values in human through moral and religious 

education. Though the students need freedom for 

self-expression and self-realization, this philosophy 

does not exactly prefer the interference of the total 

freedom. They advocate discipline or domination in 

the academic system. The salient features of the 

disciplinary system of Idealism are -it believes in 

internal discipline; it also believes that the higher 

values can be acquired through moral and religious 

education; it supports controlled freedom; the 

teacher should be an ideal figure to inspire the 

students; the spontaneous discipline of the students 

depends upon whether the students are influenced 

by the ideology of the teacher or not; it supports 

self-discipline and inner-discipline rather than 

domination and outer discipline; the teacher himself 

should appear as the sole example of discipline; it 
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supports that an undisciplined self cannot realize the 

spiritual or moral essence. 

The Naturalist philosophy has provided 

some particular suggestions regarding academic 

discipline. According to this philosophy the total 

development of child is only possible through 

unrestricted freedom or complete freedom. It 

advocates individual freedom rather than social 

freedom to the child. It prefers the discipline that 

comes from the impact of the nature or natural 

consequence rather than the impact of the teacher. 

The natural influence of the nature is far more pure, 

dependable and liberal rather than the man-made 

intentional impact upon the students. Nature is the 

best teacher and director. So, if we analyze the 

notion of discipline that is pointed out by 

Naturalism, we can get some basic tenets of it- 

Naturalism does not support external discipline; it 

support complete freedom or maximum freedom to 

the child; it advocates the discipline that comes 

from natural consequences; it supports individual 

freedom as per as child-oriented discipline is 

concerned; this naturalist theory supports the notion 

of self-discipline in the context of child-education. 

Pragmatism Philosophy believes in free 

discipline, which can also be called self-discipline; 

it never prefers the law of appreciation and 

punishment; it expresses the conceptions regarding 

discipline through sports or work plans or various 

activities; it advocates social discipline, because it is 

dependent upon the interest of  the child, activities 

and social awareness; it supports the democratic 

kind of discipline which depends upon various 

democratic values like justice, truthfulness or 

honesty, fraternity and so on.it prefers internal 

discipline rather than external discipline as it 

believes that discipline is not possible through 

external control. Though Pragmatism prefers 

freedom for the students it never supports total 

freedom to them.  

 

C) Relevance of the Western School of 

Philosophy upon the Present Education System 

of India 

India is an independent, sovereign, socialist 

and secular democratic country. Being the largest 

democracy in the world, India implemented various 

democratic norms like – justice, equality, freedom, 

fraternity and so on. Such values are also 

implemented in the academic arena. The 

contemporary trends like - globalization, liberalism 

and privatization have direct influence upon the 

educational aura of India. Today India is not only 

confined with literary aspects but it becomes a 

proprietor of world class technical as well as 

scientific education. If we go through the ancient 

phase of India, it becomes clear that the Indian 

Philosophy is far more ancient than that of the 

Western Philosophy. During the advent of the Indian 

renaissance of philosophy the Western philosophy 

was seemed to be in a nutshell. While Eunann was 

at the first phase of philosophical advent, India has 

already stepped into the middle phase. The Indian 

philosophy also has distinguished impact upon the 

academic arena since date.  

The current education system of India is 

constructed upon the base which is formed through 

the Vedic education system, the Buddhist as well as 

Islamic education system, British or pre-

independence and post-independence education 

system. It is noteworthy that present education 

system of India is influenced by both the Indian and 

Western Philosophy. Plato’s book “Republic” 

formed the base for Idealist philosophy of 

education, where he provided a detailed description 

of the notion of ‘Education.’ Along with 

philosophers from various countries many Indian 

philosophers have framed educational plans on the 

basis of the Idealist Philosophy of Education. Indian 

prodigies like – Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath 

Tagore, Aurobindo Ghosh advocated education 

systems like - Fundamental education, Shanti 

Niketan etc. on the basis of the Idealist Philosophy 

of Education.  

The naturalist philosopher Rousseau 

initiated the Negative or Indirect Method of 

Teaching and brought some revolutionary changes 

which also influenced the Indian education system. 

In the same way, the unique educational approaches 

of the pragmatist Johan Dewey have affected the 

whole world including India.  

The educational arena of the world is 

complemented by on one hand, the concepts of 

spiritual development by Idealism, Personality 

development by Naturalism and on the other hand, 

social development of the individual by Pragmatism. 

These perceptions also have deep impact in the 

Indian educational arena and as a consequence the 

whole education system is reframed on the basis of 

such notions or examples. For instance – Mahatma 

Gandhi’s concept of fundamental education is a 

junction of Naturalism and Pragmatism.   

The Western ideologies of education 

influenced both the pre-independence and post-

independence education system of India. Many 

Western educationists were engaged in various 

educational commissions that are announced during 

the pre-independence and post-independence times.  

The Western Play-way method also has 

profound influence upon various aspects of the 
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Indian education system like- teaching method, role 

of the teacher, curriculum, discipline and so on. 

Even the school or institutions are formed on the 

basis of the Western Model. The schools of 

Idealism, Naturalism and Pragmatism have 

noteworthy influence upon the primary, middle and 

higher stages of learning.  

India used to follow the teacher-centered 

education system before its amalgamation with the 

Western schools of philosophy. But at present it 

dismissed the teacher-oriented process and initiated 

the child-centered teaching method, where the 

students and the learning process are given more 

focus rather than the teacher and the teaching 

process. 

India has its respective educational 

philosophies. Though these ideologies are based on 

its tradition, culture, believe and values or norms, 

the philosophies maintain high standards of 

educational values. The contemporary educationists 

have propounded liberal and democratic attitude 

towards education and follow the Western 

ideologies to define the aims, objectives, 

curriculum, texts or syllabus as well as role of the 

teacher and are trying to enhance the process of 

transforming the human resources into human 

capitals. They are initiating scientific notions to 

remove superstitions, social evils from the society. 

They are also initiating approaches towards women 

empowerment as well as making steps towards 

international understanding and international 

integration. The tradition of yoga has been 

introduced to the whole world and is getting much 

appreciation world-wide. Many Western countries 

have started practicing yoga through the celebration 

of International Yoga Day on 21
st
 June of every year.  

 

IV. Conclusion 
To conclude, it is obvious that the Western 

Educational Philosophies have not only influenced 

our educational arena, but also have deep impact 

upon our society, religion, politics, economics, 

culture and tradition. It is obvious that there are 

some negative essences of such impact, though the 

positive aspects can be acceptable as well as 

valuable. These Western impacts is making us able 

to swim like fishes, fly high like birds as well as 

invade from the bottom of the sea to the surface of 

planets and stars. In other words it is enhancing our 

living. 
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