Volume 5, Issue 6, Nov.-Dec., 2025, pp: 477-477 ISSN: 3048-6874
www.ijhssm.org

t‘ International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)

Naguib Mahfouz — The Voice of Social Conscience in Modern
Arabic Literature

Mr. Bekim Sulejmani
PhD Candidate
University of Tetova

Date of Submission: 11-12-2025 Date of Acceptance: 22-12-2025

Naguib Mahfouz remains one of the most
representative figures of modern Arabic literature.
His work offers a profound reflection of the social
transformations that took place in twentieth-century
Egypt. Through the analysis of The Cairo Trilogy,
we aim to reveal the aesthetic, philosophical, and
social significance of his literature within both the
Arab and global contexts.

The Cairo Trilogy, which includes the novels Palace
Walk, Palace of Desire, and Sugar Street, spans the
period between 1917 and 1944. Mahfouz constructs
his entire narrative through the story of the family of
Ahmad Abd al-Jawad, presenting a detailed and
complex portrayal of Egyptian social life. The Cairo
Trilogy followed the typical publication model of
Mahfouz’s earlier works: it was initially serialized
before being published as a complete work in book
form.

With this trilogy, Mahfouz gained extraordinary
popularity during the 1950s—a success that
rekindled public interest in his earlier works, which
had initially gone almost unnoticed. As a result, they
were reprinted several times and came to be
appreciated anew by both critics and readers.

Mahfouz paid the price of courage, yet at the same
time proved that true art cannot be silenced or
imprisoned. He remains a living testimony that the
writer is called to live on the edge of moral and
philosophical risk, standing as a guardian of the
collective conscience and as a spirit that defies
imposed silence. Mahfouz not only reflects Egyptian
society but also invites readers to contemplate
human nature and the meaning of freedom,
reminding us that literature is an eternal dialogue
between minds and hearts.
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