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Abstract

Globalisation entails the unrelenting
interconnectedness and interdependence of the
world's economies, cultures, and populations,
occasioned by cross-border flows of goods,
services, technology, investment, people, and
information, leading to closer interaction of nations
and peoples. In essence, globalisation is the
integration of local systems into a larger global
network, through the agency of advancements in
technology, transport and communication, with the
attendant shared economic, political, and cultural
experiences of different nations and peoples. In
terms of migration, cross-border migration is not
new to Nigeria as the seasonal migration of majorly
nomadic populations driven by the drying Sahel and
instability have seem  Nigeria experiencing
significant migratory movements into the country
while the migration of professionals and able-
bodied Nigerians could be traced to the prevailing
economic  Ssituation, unemployment, insecurity,
educational aspirations, and the pursuit of improved
living conditions. It is this increasingly-fluid
situation that is fueling the rising cases of insecurity
as Nigeria’s porous borders allow armed non-state
actors to bring in arms and alien ideologies, which
being increasingly adopted by local collaborators.
1t is against this backdrop that the paper highlights
the Nigerian experience Vvis-a-vis migration and
insecurity fueled by globalisation. The findings
reveal the opportunities inherent in globalisation
while recommending the adoption of more pro-
active measures to address its negative aspects. The
study concludes by proffering suggestions on the
way forward and the structural reforms necessary
to effectively maximize the benefits of globalisation.

Keywords: Globalisation, migration, insecurity,
non-state actors

I. INTRODUCTION
Globalisation is the prevailing
interconnectedness of the world’s economies,
cultures, and peoples, through cross-border trade in
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goods and services, advancements in transportation
and information technology. According to Kolb
(2018), globalisation has its roots in economic
partnerships forged by many nations over the course
of centuries to access better economic economics as
well as facilitate exchange of goods and services.
The first wave of globalisation was propelled by
steamships, railroads, the telegraph, and other
breakthroughs, and also by increasing economic
cooperation among countries especially as
witnessed under European colonialism. This trend
eventually was, however, to give way to postwar
protectionism, the Great Depression, after the First
and Second World Wars. It was after the Second
War, that United States spearheaded efforts to
revive international trade and investment to kick-
start the second wave of globalisation, which is still
ongoing, though buffeted by periodic downturns,
financial volatility, among others. However, as rosy
as the picture of globalisation presented above is
especially in terms of delivering prosperity to
advanced economies, the movement has been
criticised for harming third-world economies
especially in terms of stifling local production
through dumping and fueling national security
concerns, among many other concerns.

In Nigeria, the porosity of her borders has
meant the influx of sub-state actors such as Boko
Haram and ISWAP elements as well as armed
herdsmen leading Sinko (2025) to observe that
insecurity has turned into a more ferocious
phenomenon, on account of the combined effect of
the inability of individual nations to effectively
respond to the challenges of globalisation in the
face of the consequent transnationalisation of
threats. This is because while states are confined to
their national borders, non-state actors are not thus
making it difficult to track or monitor these emergent
security threats

Shaw (1997) cited in Ahmed (2004) also
argues that globalisation is "a complex set of distinct
but related processes —economic, cultural, social and
also political and military— through which social
relations have developed towards a global scale and
with global reach, over a long historical period.
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However, Ahmed (2004) views globalisation as an
economic process promoting free trade through a
variety of international institutions and agreements
that has contributed significantly to the economic
inequality for vast sectors of the population. He
also noted that globalisation has also fueled the
pervading insecurity bedeviling most of the global
south, which directly undermines national and
individual security and which in turns gave rise to
migration and internal displacement of people. He,
therefore, stated that economic insecurity could be a
function of human security — as it affects individuals
and economic insecurity as a function of national
security — as it impacts the State.

II. Background

Globalisation as noted in the First Report
of Select Committee on Economic Affairs (UK
Parliament, 2003), “’is normally understood to mean
a process of increasing international interactions
and accelerating international trade, capital and
information flows". It also added that "globalisation
can also be seen to have a political dimension,
including the diffusion of global norms and values,
the spread of democracy and the proliferation of
treaties, such as international environmental and
human rights agreements." As stated by Sinko
(2025), terrorism, in the era of globalisation, seems
to constitute significantly more security challenges
than ever before. Citing Cha (2000), who reasoned
that extant literature is largely centred on
globalisation and security, there is relatively little
work available on the nexus between globalisation
and insecurity. He, therefore, opined that terrorism,
as manifesting currently, is a serious and
unparalleled security threat featuring non-state
actors that cannot be tacked by any individual
nation, regardless of its military capabilities.

In terms of the linkage with migration,
globalisation has been noted to fuel migration by
increasing  connectivity,  creating  economic
disparities, and accelerating crises, while also
generating insecurity through increased flows of
crime, disease, and cultural friction, leading to
xenophobia and stricter border controls in developed
economies to create a delicate balance between
economic needs for labour and security fears in
receiving nations. In essence, interconnectedness
occasioned by globalisation not only drives people
to migrate but also exacerbates anxieties relating to
safety or usurpation of resources, In Nigeria, the
various cases of insecurity especially with respect to
farmer-herder clashes, mass displacement and
banditry, have been traced to either inter-ethnic

rivalry as well as immigration occasioned by
environmental factors in neighbouring countries
leading to the influx of migrants, mostly young men,
who oftentimes constitutes the bulk of bandits in the
country.

NSACC (2021) opines that one major
immediate factor which has exacerbated insecurity
in Nigeria is the porous borders of the country,
which has made the tracking of individuals difficult
with the attendant security implications for the
country. Against this backdrop, weapons come
easily into Nigeria from other countries. It is this
availability of small arms and light weapons that has
enabled militant groups and criminal groups to have
easy access to arms with Nigeria estimated to be
responsible for over 70 percent of about 8§ million
illegal weapons in the West African sub- region.

III.  Statement of the Problem

The prevailing insecurity  situation
bedeviling the country is a source of great to all
Nigerians especially with the threat of military
intervention by President Donald Trump of
America, who has decried what he alleged to be
Christian genocide in the Middle belt of Nigeria.
Among the factors said to be responsible is the
unbridled migration of armed non-state actors
through the country’s porous borders coupled with
pre-existing inter-ethnic rivalry and traditional
farmer- herder conflicts. A causal analysis of the
factors responsible for ‘Nigeria’s ethnic crisis, as
well as the recent ethnic-oriented threats, outbursts,
and violence, as reported by Friedrich Ebert
Foundation (n.d), showcases a range of issues.

These issues range from colonial
distortion, economic factors, the quest for power,
lack of government presence, centralisation of
governance, campaigns for self-determination by
ethnic groups; political favouritism and bias for
particular ethnic groups and seclusion of others.
Others are, political injustice and perceived
marginalisation, identity politics, poor leadership
and weak state institutions, poor judicial system,
which have combined to trigger reprisals and
grievances, amongst others. The study noted that the
threat of military intervention by the American
President, which has been perceived as a cover for
other nefarious designs by an overbearing and cash-
strapped superpower, could also galvanise the
government to take the necessary steps to address
the issue of insecurity in Nigeria. It is against this
backdrop that that the nexus between globalisation
on one hand and insecurity and migration on the
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other hand. are highlighted and recommendations
for mitigation proftfered.

Objective of the Paper

The objective of the paper was to examine the
linkage between globalisation, insecurity and
migration and impact on national development.

Significance of the Paper

The significance of the study centres on
the combined effects of globalisation, which fuels
migration through increased connectivity, economic
disparities, and generating insecurity through
increased flows of crime, disease, and cultural
friction. The paper looks at the various ways in
which the negative effects of globalisation could be
mitigated and the positive sides harnessed for
national development. This study, therefore, seeks
to contribute to extant literature on globalisation,
insecurity and migration as they impact national
cohesion and development in the short and long
term.

Research Methodology

In this paper, primary and secondary
sources have been consulted to elicit requisite data.
The primary sources included detailed examination
of some organisational reports as well as personal
interaction with displaced persons and other
impacted individuals. Secondary sources included
articles, journals and other online sources. All these
sources have collectively enabled the examination

of the issues raised in the paper. It is hoped that the
study will provide insights into the impact of
globalisation on national development.

Theoretical Framework

The paper leverages the Push-Pull Theory
or Lee’s Model of Migration, which according to
Unegbu (2005), was first developed by Ernst
Ravenstein in the late 19th century and later refined
by Everett Lee (1966), to explain the factors that
influence migration decisions by categorising them
into push factors that drive people away from their
origin and pull factors that attract them to a new
destination. In Nigeria, Push factors include: high
unemployment, bad  governance, insecurity
especially in terms of banditry and insurgency,
poverty, lack of satisfaction or poor career prospects
or remuneration leading to the exodus of skilled
professionals, and drier environment and poor herd
safety by pastoralists, among others. On the other
hand, the Pull factors could be the prospects of
better jobs, higher wages, stability, Dbetter
healthcare/education abroad, leading to the “Japa
Syndrome”, while better pasture, absence of cattle
rustling/safety of herd and wetter climatic
conditions, are those associated with internal or
cross border migration within and into Nigeria. The
theory also proposes the presence of intervening
obstacles, which seek to mitigate the effect of the
pull factors. These could be distance, cost of travel,
legal barriers, absence of illegal crossings such as
bush paths/sea routes.

Intervening obstacles

ORIGIN

DESTINATION

Fig. 1: Lee’s Push-Pull Theory (culled from Faridi, R. (2018). Migration Theories: Lee’s Pull Push

Faridi (2018) citing Lee (1975) says, each
place possesses a set of positive and negative
factors. While positive factors are the circumstances
that act to hold people within it, or attract people
from other areas, negative factors tend to repel them.
He also noted that there are factors, which remain
neutral, and to which people are essentially

indifferent. Hence, migration in any area is the net
result of the interplay between these factors. The
study also reported Lee as suggesting that
individuals involved in migration have near perfect
assessment of factors in the place of origin on
account of their long association. However, the
same is not necessarily true for that of the area of
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destination as there is always some element of
ignorance and uncertainty with regard to reception
of migrants in the new area. Lee also noted that the
decision to migrate is the net result of the interplay
among all these factors while pointing out that the
decision to migrate might, however, not be
completely rational because not all persons who
migrate do so on their own decision noting that
children and wives often move along with the
family.

The Human Capital Theory or Rational Choice
Theory entails individuals weighing the costs or
risks against perceived benefits such as better
prospects and on account of these choose to migrate
for self-interest, as seen in skilled professionals
leaving Nigeria for foreign shores. According to

Bala & Inuwa (2003), the term “’Human
Capital Theory’’ was proposed in Sjaastand (1962)
while its explanation and application are attributed
to Tadaro (1976), who chose to call it the Rational
Choice Theory. The human capital/rational choice
theory explains that the average person is a rational
economic being, who is looking for maximum
returns to his human capital over space and time.
The theory presumes that there are differences in
wages and employment opportunities and, since
people desire income maximisation. In the context
of globalisation, the increased interconnectedness
facilitates easier labour mobility across borders.
These two theories can be leveraged to explain the
effects of globalisation on Nigeria.

IV.  Literature Review

Sinko (2025) defines globalisation as a
‘multiplicity of linkages that transcend the nation
states which make up the modern world system. It
defines a process through which events, decisions
and activities in one part of the world can come to
have a significant consequence for individuals and
communities in quite distant parts of the globe.’

Globalisation, according to National
Geographic (2025), describes how trade and
technology have made the world into a more
connected and interdependent place. Globalisation
also captures the economic and social changes that
have come about as a result. The study traces the
beginning of globalisation to the Silk Road, an
ancient network of trade routes across China,
Central Asia, and the Mediterranean used between
50 B.C.E. and 250 C.E., noting that is is the most
well-known early example of exchanging ideas,
products, and customs. Through the route, advances

in metallurgy, agriculture, building, glass and
paper-making technology were readily passed from
one civilisation to another. The process continues
through the Age of Exploration, when European
explorers seeking new sea routes to the spices and
silks of Asia bumped into the Americas instead.
Then came the Age of Revolution, when ideas
about liberty, equality, and fraternity spread like fire
from America to France to Latin America and
beyond. The process continues to the new
Information Age, when advances in computer and
communications technology launched a new global
era and redefined what it meant to be “connected.”
The modern era, therefore, means that economic
success or failure at one point of the global web can
be felt in every major world economic hub

To the BBC (2025), globalisation is the
process by which the world is becoming
increasingly interconnected as a result of
massively  increased trade and  cultural
exchange.

Globalisation  has increased  the
production of goods and services. In this wise, the
biggest companies would not be national firms but
transnational or multinational corporations with
branches in many countries. The report noted that
although globalisation has been taking place for
hundreds of years, but has sped up enormously over
the last half-century and has resulted in increased
international trade, a company operating in more
than one country, greater dependence on the global
economy, freer movement of capital, goods, and
services. However, it noted a downside, which is
that globalisation is probably helping to create more
wealth in developing countries as it is not helping to
close the gap between the world's poorest countries
and the world's richest.

As part of the downsides to globalisation,
the National Geographic (2025) notes that these can
be seen in the increased risk for the transmission of
diseases like Ebola or severe acute respiratory
syndrome (SARS), It also stated that globalisation
has done some great good, as richer nations could
quickly come to the aid of poorer nations in times of
crisis. Also, increasing diversity in many countries
has meant more opportunity to learn about and
celebrate other cultures. Hence, the sense that the
world is now a global village.

In the same vein, Ahmed (2004) reported
that based on available data, globalisation and the
international economic order have negatively
impacted “’economic-human security, leading to a
steady increase in poverty (economic insecurity),
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hunger (food insecurity) and disease (health
insecurity) and of course, as witnessed in Nigeria,
unprecedented level of insecurity. This generation

Freedom of trade

Promoted by World Trade Organisation

Improvements in
transportation

- Larger ships
- Economies of scale
- Speed of transport

of deepening human insecurity, moreover,
establishes a fundamental causal context for
insecurity at national levels”’

Improvements in communication

Intermnet and mobile communication

Labour availability
and skills in LEDCs
- Low labour costs
- High skill levels
- Less regulation

Fig. 2: What is Globalisation? Culled from BBC, 2025

The Nexus between Globalisation, Migration and
Insecurity

According to PIIE (2018), Globalisation
describes the growing interdependence of the
world’s economies, cultures, and populations,
brought about by cross-border trade in goods and
services, technology, and flows of investment,
people, and information. However, as pointed out
by Sinko (2025), globalisation reduces the ability of
States to be in charge of non-physical security
matters, such as the protection of technology assets
and information. Citing Held, McGrew, 1998; Kay,
2004; Cha, 2000; Dougherty, Pfaltzgraff, 2001;
Karacasulu, 2006), the study states that
globalisation also constitutes a threat to economic
security especially on account of the fact that
multinational companies currently have more foreign
direct investment and international activities present
in local economies. Hence, the study asserts that the
role of the state is diminishing domestically, which
makes them significantly more vulnerable to
interventions by other powers or non-state actors
and crises in the world of growing economic and
financial interconnectedness. Similarly, news
coverage could easily cross borders through the
advances of communication technology and the
attendant ability to channel information to the
population throughout the world. In the time of the
war in Kosovo and Gaza, the exceptional power of
the media was revealed following the broadcast
about the casualties of the conflict, as well as the
deportation and ethnic cleansing.

Globalisation could also lead to a
broadening of support for terrorist organisations,
revolutionaries, separatists among the local
population as well as those in the diaspora as the
experience with Biafra separatists and Hamas and
other marginal groups have shown thereby
enhancing their ability to raise money to fund their
operations. Additionally, the globalisation of
technological information has given rise to a ‘skill
revolution’ that has enhanced the capacity of
terrorists, criminals, drug smugglers and other
extremist-fundamentalist groups to wreak havoc on
the state. Reports have emerged of Columbian drug
gangs, Boko Haram and ISWAP deploying drones
and more and more sophisticated armoury on
account of their exposure to this technology in the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine and other theatres. On
the flip side, smaller states could also obtain
weapons of mass destruction and other lethal
technology leading to a situation whereby smaller
powers could threaten international security by
possessing weapons or technology that is
disproportionate to their size.

Drivers of Migration in Nigeria

In terms of migration, Unegbu, et al,
(2025) citing WckanmapoBa, 2024; Olney &
Thompson, 2024; Chen, & Poorthuis, 2021;
Ogbanga, 2024) describes migration as the
movement of a person from his usual or assigned
residence, whether internally within a country or
internationally across the borders of another
country, temporarily or permanently and for any
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reason. There are two major types of migration -
internal and external migration. Internal migration
is the movement from a rural area to another rural
location, a rural to an urban area, urban to urban, and
from urban to a rural location and is, thus, the
movement of people within a country. The other
type is the external or cross-border migration. This
is the movement of people across a country’s
borders. Other types of migration include forced,
voluntary, seasonal, and circular migration. The
study also highlighted the drivers of migration in
Nigeria as including economic hardship, political
instability, social factors, and environmental
challenges. Studies have highlighted how poverty,
unemployment, insecurity, and lack of opportunities
propel Nigerians to seek better lives abroad.
Additionally, environmental issues such as
desertification and climate change have displaced
many pastoralist communities forcing them further
south first into the middle belt region of Nigeria and
in many cases, even further south into the tropical
forest and the coastal areas, further fueling
migration and conflicts.

Migration, Ethnic Conflicts and Insecurity in
Nigeria

Bala & Inuwa (2023) define migration as
the movement of person or people from one
country, locality, and place of residence to settle in
another area. This movement of people from one
place to another can be within a country or between
one country and another. Nigeria has witnessed
series of conflicts that have direct relationship with
migration. In Nigeria, many instances of inter-
ethnic strife have been witnessed in recent times.
Notable among these include places such as Kano,
Sokoto, and Kebbi, among others. According to the
report, the first instance of migration- fueled
conflict in recent time was the Maitatsine riot of
1982, which was instigated by a Camerounian
citizen, Muhammadu Marwa Maitatsine, who
entered Kano city, Nigeria, with large number of his
followers from Garwa in the republic of Cameroon.
On arrival in Kano, he gathered supporters generally
migrants, who are young Koranic school students,
who came to Kano from far-flung villages, seeking
Islamic knowledge but unfortunately fall in the
hand of Maitatsine, thereby bringing insecurity to
Kano. The Zango Kataf crisis of 1992, could also be
described as a clear evidence of migration-fueled
insecurity in Nigeria. The crisis which had its origin
in the massive migration of Hausas and Fulanis to
the Southern Kaduna area, an Atyap and Christian
stronghold comprising Lere, Jere and Makarfi,

looking for virgin land to cultivate. Hence, the
Zango Kataf crisis of 1992 could be traced to the
penetration of Hausas and Fulanis into these areas
leading to deadly conflicts.

The middle-belt of Nigeria is not left out as
there is currently ongoing migration-fueled crisis in
the area leading to bloodshed and displacement of
indigenous population. In Jos, the Berom, Afezare,
and Anaguta, who are the indigenous tribes in the
area have reported that migrants have taken their
over their ancestral lands. In addition to this, such
conflict occurred in such as Lagos, Sagamu, Ondo,
among others, the migration of Hausas and Fulanis
from the Northern parts of Nigeria on account of
desertification and the limited economic activities
led the inhabitants of such area to migrate
southwards to take advantage of the abundant
rainfall and surplus labour demand. However, in
such areas as Onitsha, Hausa migrants were killed
by Igbo ethnic militias to foster their separatist
ideology of carving out Biafra from the present-day
Nigeria.

V.  Discussion of Findings

Globalisation describes a situation where
the world has become a global village on account of
the interconnectedness that it has birthed with trade
and technology making the world into a far more
connected and interdependent place with the
attendant unprecedented economic and social
changes that have come about as a result. As noted
earlier, while the developed world has reaped
maximally in the ensuing prosperity and
advancement, the global south has had to deal with
the downside, which is that globalisation is helping
to create more wealth in developing countries as it is
had not addressed the deepening gap between the
world's poorest countries and the world's richest.
For instance, access access to international loan
organisations has not helped developing countries
as they are shackled by loan repayments, which
leaves little or nothing for development.

As captured succinctly by (Ahmed, 2004),
globalization serves the interests of Northern
developed economies through the so=called tree
trade framework by extracting wealth from the
South. Whereas the advanced industrialized states
continue to produce high-value goods, less
developed countries are consigned to the supply of
raw materials and cheap labour for the North, an
inherently unequal division of labour whose
consequence is the systematic widening of North-
South inequalities. To bail themselves out of this
cycle of dependency and the resulting poverty,
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developing countries looks to the IMF loans, which
they would struggle to service with their
increasingly scarce resources leading to deepening
global impoverishment. The study reported that
'"Third World' debts are now so huge and interest
rates so high, that for every year since 1983 the
South has paid out more to the North just to service
its debt (i.e. repayments and interest charges), than
it has received from the North in new investments
and loans. This greatly reduces the available funds

i‘i‘

. = Exploitation of labour

VWeaken local job market

Global connections

= Manufacturing weakened
Foreign investment =

= Gilobal diversity threatened
~:" Connecting the worla ﬁ’

International laws bypassed
Awareness global issues

that are sorely needed for investment in health,
education, food subsidies and other critical areas of
public spending. As an illustration, between 1983 and
1993, the IMF received $2.9 billion greater than
what it gave out in new loans. In 1973, the total
international debt owed by the South was $100
billion now it has jumped to $400 billion under the
so-called international economic order fostered by
globalisation.

i

,,

Fig. 3: What is Globalisation? Culled from BBC, 2025

Against this backdrop, Fearon & Laitin
(2001) find a significant correlation between lower
per capita GDP and the onset of a civil war.
According to the study, that poverty and intra-state
conflicts are connected by the economic weakness
of the State, because its domestic monopoly of
violence is inhibited. Lack of resources, which
was mostly occasioned by high debt repayment
ratio, was noted to be contributing significantly to
weak state militaries and police, along with obsolete
fighting equipment and poor infrastructure such as
communication network and roads, cumulatively
reduced the state's ability to maintain law and order
or extend sovereignty to troubled areas, especially
Sambisa Forest and other hard-to-a access locations
in the North-West region of Nigeria. These two
factors, inadequate resources and the contingent
decline of state power, are clearly complementary,
and are both products of the prevailing international
economic order engendered by globalisation.

Given this scenario, separatist groups, such
as IPOB, MEND, Boko Haram and ISWAP, armed
Fulani herdsmen, Mamuda and Lakurawa bandits

ravaging various sections of the country cannot be
effectively combated — a situation that has
occasioned the threat of foreign military incursion
highlighted earlier. This pervasive atmosphere of
insecurity has meant that more and more Nigerians
are being displaced from their ancestral homes
leading to conflict-induced migration. This is not all,
as farmers that refused to migrate have to pay off
bandits to access their farmlands!

V1.  Conclusion

This study highlights the connection
between globalisation, which means free flow of
trade, which disproportionately favours the
developed countries, technology and the increasingly
limited ability of States to effectively manage their
own narratives. This dire situation has led to the
dependency of Nigeria on the international
economic order foisted upon the global south by
Western powers, foreign aid and unfavourable
conditionalities  from international financial
institutions. All these have aggravated poverty and
invariably fueled domestic discontent and the japa
syndrome, which creates more inequality as skilled
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professionals are lost to these more developed
countries. In the meantime, the country is left with
little resources after huge debt repayments to
effectively manage the fallouts of desertification
and the attendant struggle for limited resources.
Another dimension being introduced into the mix is
the menace of illegal mining by criminal gangs and
consortiums, who drive out local communities to
strip their lands of rare metals. The resultant climate
of fear and insecurity led to internal displacement of
the local populace and consequent migration.

Using qualitative research method, the study
explores the impact of globalisation on the global
south and Nigeria, in particular, leading causes of
insecurity and the consequent displacement of the
local communities in the North-Central and the
North-East regions of the country leading to internal
and external migration.

VII. Recommendations

The study urges the government to chart
the path towards national rebirth especially by
curbing the rampant cases of insecurity ravaging the
country by adopting the following proactive
measures:
i Government should look inwards by
enhancing local industrial capacity to reduce
dependence in imported goods and services;
ii. The government should also mustering the
requisite political will to tackle insurgency within
the ambits of available resources;
iil. The capacity of the Nigeria Immigration
Service should be enhanced to properly monitor the
nation’s porous borders to check the influx of
pastoralists and insurgents, who are mounting cross-
border attacks on communities in the North-East;
iv. The capacity of the nation’s military
should be enhanced to respond to early warning of
impending attacks as the case of Kebbi schoolgirls
kidnapping incident revealed;
v. Nigeria should muster the political will to
devolve some federal powers to its constituent
States especially with respect to address the
perceived cases of marginalization by some ethnic
minorities and the establishment of State police to
get around the glaring cases of corrupt acts
bedeviling the current policing structure.
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