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Abstract

Based on Christian perception, human life is
naturally sacred and above any value meaning the
most precious gift ever been given by God. The
right to be in this world is naturally endowed upon
each of the individuals. However, post-war up to
this day, this basic right was being violated
systematically in the Northern Province in the form
of acts of murder. An alarming rate of deaths have
taken place in a period of thirteen years.The
primary objective of this study is to elucidate the
challenges to human life posed by homicides in Sri
Lanka's Northern Province, spanning from the post-
war era to the present day. This investigation is
approached through a general  Christian
perspective.In contemporary times, the Northern
Province of Sri Lanka is witnessing a troubling
surge in human massacres. This phenomenon
underscores a pervasive issue: the failure to
recognize the divine essence within others.
Consequently, there is an urgent need for guidance
and awareness initiatives that underscore the
inherent value and sanctity of human life.This
study employs deductive, analytical, comparative,
and descriptive methods for its investigation.The
study concentrated on the loss of lives resulting
from human homicides across the five districts of
the Northern Province, namely Jaffna, Vavuniya,
Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, and Mannar.Primary data
were acquired through interviews conducted with
officials at police stations and hospitals. Secondary
data were gathered from books and research
literature that articulate the concept of human
dignity from a Christian perspective. The first thing
is to know that God has never allowed taking
another life. In all faiths, especially in Christianity,
there are so many teachings on non-violence and
respect for life. According to the fifth

commandment, "Thou shalt not kill,” Christians are
in strict terms prohibited from taking the life of
another human being.Much of the research done in
this regard is trying to understand the reasons
behind such violence and the methods used. Other
organizations who hatched awareness programs
included the Northern Christian Assembly and
human rights groups, particularly the "The
Preservation of Human Life is Important.”
Strategies that would reduce the instances of
murder in the Northern Province were hatched and
their implementation was started.This study makes
it clear that human life is precious and shows a
compulsion for it to be saved from any harm. In
this regard, an eminent goal can be achieved if
active endeavors and measures are taken seriously
to curtail the incidence of such human tragedies.
Keywords - Theology, Human life, Dignity,
Christianity, Kill

. Introduction

Against the spectacular development of
science and technology and withstanding the
infinite influence of consumerist material culture,
human life has come across many problems due to
the disregard for basic values. Transposed through
the prism of the Christian faith, the command
against  killing—that is embedded in the
Decalogue's fifth command—clearly prohibits the
act of taking another human life. The Northern
Province of Sri Lanka had to watch a huge number
of lives pass away through acts of violence. The
community of Christians has recognized that the
sanctity of human life is uppermost and, therefore,
deliberate action has been taken in regard to this
issue. One of the things central to Christian
doctrine is sanctity attached to human life given by
God in His commandments to the people of Israel
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through Moses. The Fifth Commandment, "Thou
shalt not kill," only emphasizes the meaning and
the dignity of the person. It touches such a valuable
thing—Ilife; a gift that cannot be replaced and is
given by the divine.These were, by and large,
fought against the Tamil population, and since the
post-war era up to the present time, the Northern
Province has suffered significant loss of life
through such gratuitous killings. In fact, the core
principle behind the injunction against taking life is
a moral axiom that is repeated in the core texts of
many of the world's most prominent religions—a
testament to its cross-cultural and universal
relevance.

1.1 Literature Review

One of the main references in this paper is
"Pain of Life" by P. Sakesh is a book published in
2014 In the teaching of Jesus, it was not just about
forgiveness; he told that people should change their
hearts and not sin any more. He showed a way of
life free from violence and killing of human beings.

The research findings are further affirmed
by the book "Life" published in 2008 by Kavita
Albert. The idea of revenge over each and every
perceived wrong committed can't hold water since
it creates an impulse of violence that costs humans'
lives and which is unnecessary and avoidable.
Naturally, in present days, the death tolls brought
about by terrorism, warfare, natural disaster,
suicides, assassinations - all in combination add up
to way more than natural death. In a tragic note,
this means many people are killed as acts of
vengeance that sometimes wear the cloak of
legality in the exercise of authority. Also, others
kill for money adding to the accounts of loss of life.

This essentially implies that his work goes
far beyond straightforward humanitarianism to the
message of compassion and love toward humanity,
thus highlighting respect for human life. It only
draws attention to the very deep question that
Buddha asked about the capacity of humans to love
humanity and the divine: how can they claim to
love even God if they cannot love a fellow human.
A core underpinning of this discourse is the fact
that caring for the lives of others is equal to caring
for one's own existence.

1.2 Obijective of the study

The primary objective of this study is to
elucidate the challenges to human life posed by
homicides in Sri Lanka's Northern Province,
spanning from the post-war era to the present day.
This investigation is approached through a general
Christian perspective.

1.3 Research Problem

In contemporary times, the Northern
Province of Sri Lanka is witnessing a troubling
surge in human massacres. This phenomenon
underscores a pervasive issue: the failure to
recognize the divine essence within others.
Consequently, there is an urgent need for guidance
and awareness initiatives that underscore the
inherent value and sanctity of human life.

1.4 Significance and Logical Reasoning of the
Study

The prevalence of homicides in the
Northern Province is largely attributed to a
widespread failure to grasp the significance of
human life. Hence, it becomes imperative to
educate the genuine value of human existence.
Central to this understanding is the recognition that
honoring not only one's own life but also the lives
of others is paramount.

1.5 Research Methodology

This study employs deductive, analytical,
comparative, and descriptive methods for its
investigation.  Utilizing a logical approach,
violations of individual dignity within the Northern
Province are analyzed systematically based on
principles elucidated in the Holy Bible that
emphasize the sanctity of human life. Principles
governing human dignity, as derived from biblical
teachings and spiritual insights, are synthesized,
followed by an analytical examination of activities
that transgress these principles within the post-war
Northern  Province context. Furthermore, a
descriptive analysis from a Christian perspective is
employed to elucidate the significance of human
life's dignity.

1.6 Study area

The study concentrated on the loss of lives
resulting from human homicides across the five
districts of the Northern Province, namely Jaffna,
Vavuniya, Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu, and Mannar.

1.7 Data collection tools

Primary data were acquired through
interviews conducted with officials at police
stations and hospitals. Secondary data were
gathered from books and research literature that
articulate the concept of human dignity from a
Christian perspective.The data has been analyzed
utilizing thematic content analysis, leading to the
derivation of results.
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Do not Kill in the context of biblical and
ecclesiastical teachings
2.1 The greatness of human life
In the Greek language, life is referred to as
"Zoe" and "Bios". God's manifestation of the
magnificence of human life is evident in the
creation of man. As stated in Genesis 2:7, "Then
the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man became a living being."” Hence,
according to the Christian perspective, human life
is esteemed as precious in the sight of God.

2.2 God is the protector of human life

In the narrative of Cain and Abel, Cain
took the life of his brother Abel. Therefore, God
put a curse upon Cain, stating, "Your brother's
blood cries out to me from the ground" (Genesis
4:10). This shows the divine ownership and value
of human life, as each individual's existence
belongs to God only. God's retribution upon Cain
for his evil act is evident in the curse placed on
him: "Now you are under a curse and driven from
the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your
brother's blood from your hand" (Genesis 4:11).
This portrays the gravity of taking another's life, as
even the guilty are not exempt from God's
judgment.

Furthermore, God, in His mercy, granted
Cain a mark of protection, declaring, "Anyone who
kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over"
(Genesis 4:15). This act serves as a demonstration
of God's role as the ultimate protector of human
life. Despite Cain's crimes, God extends His mercy
and safeguards him from being harmed. This event
shows God's role as the guardian and protector of
all human life, emphasizing that not only the
innocent but even the guilty should not be killed.

In the city of Dothan, Joseph's brothers
conspired to end his life, as recounted in Genesis
37:20: "Let us kill him and throw him into this
pit..." However, Reuben intervened, urging them
not to harm Joseph, while Judah questioned the
decision of killing him, asking, "What profit is it to
us if we kill him and conceal his blood?".
Consequently, Joseph's life was spared due to the
counsel of Reuben and Judah. Instead of carrying
out their initial plan, they decided to sell Joseph to
the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver,
therefore ensuring the safety of his life(Genesis
37:27).

In Exodus 01:17, it is recounted that
Shiphrah and Puah, two Hebrew midwives,
portrayed reverence for God by sparing the lives of

male children. Despite Pharaoh's command to Kill
male infants upon birth, these midwives chose to
let them live. Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, had
commanded the drowning of all male offspring in
the Nile. Even within the Pharaoh's decree, the
midwives decided to courageously protect the lives
of male infants, affirming the statement, "They let
the male children live" (Exodus 01:17).

The Ten Commandments serve as a clear
summary of the traditional obligations binding
Yahweh and Israel. These commandments
encapsulate the evolving social, moral, and
historical fabric of the society. As explained by
Thiyagu (1998), they are foundational to the social
order (Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 05:17). The
fifth commandment, ™You shall not kill,"
encompasses the importance of human life and
entails the attendant responsibilities it commands.
Murder is prevented by recognizing the divine
essence present in every individual. The decree,
delivered by Moses, constitutes the epitome of
moral law, with the fifth commandment
specifically underscoring the inherent dignity of
human life, as articulated by Michaelraj (1971).

The idea of cities of refuge originated
from a directive issued by Moses, based on the
principle that innocent lives should be safeguarded.
These cities were created with the specific purpose
of providing sanctuary. In the early stages of
Israel's history, various places became sanctuaries,
including temple grounds, the horns of the altar,
and places of worship. However, with the
consolidation of worship at a single temple in
Jerusalem during the era of Deuteronomy, this
scenario changed. Those who unintentionally
committed murder found themselves unable to seek
refuge in Jerusalem alone. Thus, six additional
cities beyond Jerusalem were designated as cities
of refuge.

Forty-eight cities were allocated to the
Levites, and six among them served as sanctuary
for those who had unintentionally caused death
(Numbers 35:06). These cities of refuge were
created under the framework of the old covenant to
protect human life. Individuals who had
unintentionally caused a death could flee from
avenging relatives and seek asylum within these
designated cities (Joshua 20:03). The designated
cities of refuge were: Kedesh in the hill country of
Naphtali, Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim,
Hebron (also known as KiriathArba) in the hill
country of Judah, Bezer in the desert plain of
Reuben east of the Jordan near Jericho, Ramoth in
Gilead of Gad, and Golan in Bashan of Manasseh.
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The cities of refuge were established to forestall the
imposition of punishment for manslaughter.

Solomon, endowed with divine wisdom by
God, demonstrated his cleaver discernment in an
incident recounted in 1 Kings 03:27. Two
prostitutes appeared before him, each claiming to
be mothers of a single child. Tragically, one of the
infants had died, leading to a dispute over
parentage of this only child. The dispute reached its
climax when Solomon proposed a solution: "Cut
the living child in two and give half to one and half
to the other" (1 Kings 03:25).

Upon hearing this, the true mother, filled
with maternal instinct, pleaded with Solomon, "no
sirl Don't kill the child. Give the living child to
her." Solomon, perceptive to the genuine concern
for the child's well-being, discerned the authenticity
of the motherly bond. He wisely ruled in favor of
preserving the life of the living child, recognizing
the importance and worth of human life. Through
this profound incident, Solomon not only upheld
justice but also proved the invaluable nature of life
itself.

In the narrative recounted in Matthew
2:13, the Angel of the Lord manifested to Joseph in
his dream, conveying the important message:
"Arise, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, for Herod intends to seek the child's life to
destroy him." Here, the Angel of the Lord
intervenes to safeguard the life of the infant Jesus.
Subsequently, while living in Egypt, Joseph once
again receives divine guidance through another
dream visitation from the Angel of the Lord, who
once again instructs him, "Arise, take the child and
his mother, and journey to the land of Israel, for
those seeking the child's life are no more"
(Matthew 2:20). Consequently, Joseph, obedient to
the words of the lord’s follow, leads his family
back to their native land, departing from Egypt.

"Thou shalt not commit murder”, Those
who engage in such an act shall be subject to
judgment, as articulated by ancient teachings.
Furthermore, individuals who show anger towards
their brethren shall likewise face judgment. Those
who belittlingly address others as 'fool' will be at
risk of condemnation to the fires of hell (Matthew
5:21). Thus, anger is recognized as the root cause
of many of the violent acts including murder, and is
to be abstained. Jesus asserts the moral equivalence
of anger and murder, advocating for the reduction
of anger as a means to decrease occurrences of
murder. This underscores the imperative for society
to uphold the value of human dignity.

Jesus instructed those desiring to follow
him, emphasizing the importance of adhering to the
commandments for attaining eternal life. The chief
among these directives is the commandment:
"Thou shalt not kill!'" This commandment serves as
a testament to the inherent dignity of human life
(Mark 10:19). This rule further encompasses
prohibitions against adultery, theft, false testimony,
deceit, and underlines the importance of honoring
one's parents by obediently abiding by their words.

Once a man journeyed from Jerusalem to
Jericho, while on the journey, he fell victim to a
group of robbers who stripped him of his clothes,
subjected him to a severe physical beating, and left
him heavily injured. Upon encountering the injured
man, a priest chose to bypass him, choosing to go
on the opposite side of the road. On the other hand,
a Samaritan, moved by compassion, approached
the heavily wounded man. He then attended to his
needs by placing him on his own donkey, taking
him to an inn, and providing for his care (Luke
10:33). The Samaritan's benevolent actions not
only preserved the life of the gravely injured man
but also reflected his empathy towards someone
marginalized and ostracized by his own
community.

During the era of Jesus, not adhering to
Jewish law often resulted in the stoning of women
found gquilty of adultery. However, Jesus
intervened in such a case, and thus, sparing the life
of a woman caught in adultery and showing the
value of human life. In the face of her accusers, he
uttered the profound words, "Let any one of you
who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at
her" (John 8:7). Rather than condemning the
woman to death, Jesus urged her to abstain herself
from sin in the future, offering her an opportunity
for repentance and transformation. This act
exemplifies his mission, as stated in John 3:17,
"For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through
him."  Furthermore, Jesus reiterated the
commandment against killing, emphasizing that
those who commit such acts will be subject to
judgment (Matthew 5:21).

The vital importance to love one another
is clearly shown in the biblical passage of 1 John
3:15, which warns against copying the actions of
Cain, who, being aligned with hatred in his heart,
killed his brother. It mentions that harboring hatred
towards a fellow human being is equal to the sin of
murder, with the proposition that eternal life is not
accessible to those who engage in such crimes.
Consequently, the commandment to abstain from
killing stands as a fundamental principle of love for
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all of God's children, serving to safeguard the
inherent dignity of human life.

In (Gaudiumet Spes27) several changes
were made regarding the importance of human life.
Killing, suicide, abortion, euthanasia, and other
forms of taking life were altered in their
significance for both God’s sovereignty and human
value. (Number 470) Premeditated murder is
considered a violation of the fifth commandment.
Infanticide is strictly prohibited (Number 1397).
Whether through intentional Kkilling or legally
sanctioned actions such as capital punishment, self-
defense, or war, the roles of those who take life
have been redefined.

I11.  Valuue of human life in Main Religion
So other major religions, just like Christianity
should also guide to uphold the dignity of human
life. It calls for the prevention of human killings
through the precepts of non-violence and non-
killing

3.1 Value of human life in Hinduism

In Hindu tradition, the profound essence
of human life finds a strong expression in
Thayumanavar's song (43) from the
ParaparakaKanni. This verse poetically shows the
likeness of other lives to one's own soul, thereby
highlighting the compassionate grace inherent in
the divine. Thayumanavar emphasizes the
connection between all souls, stating that every
soul is akin to one's own (EvuyrumEnuyir pol)
(65), and conversely, that every other soul is akin
to one's own (thamuyir pol evuyirum) (149). The
significance of the wvow of non-killing
(kollaviratham) (192), along with prohibitions
against murder (kollai) and stealing (kalavu) (288),
is underscored in the song authored by
Thayumanavar. The ParaparakaKanni, where he
expresses his desire to impart the universal
teaching of abstaining from taking another's life.
The text further reinforces the sanctity of life
through verses such as
"thiruarutpaavilellarumaathmasahothararkalkollai"
(3290), "kollaipullaikalviduthariye" (3318),
"kollamaivirathamena" (3936),
"kollamaikurithadaarai” (3953), "kollaneriyathu"
(4053), and T™aaruyirkellamnaananpu™ (4079).
These passages portray the honorable and intrinsic
value of life.  Additionally, the verse
"Pattrayanatkurupoosaikumpanmalarmattoranukala
ikollamaionmalar" (197) further reinforces the
reverence for life and the condemnation of
violence. (Subramaniyan, 2013, p. 798).

3.2 Value of human life in Buddhism

There are numerous types of flowers for
worshiping the Lord. These include non-killing of
living beings, restraint of the five senses, patience,
knowledge, thinking to reach God, speaking only
the truth, penance, and love. Among these, the
most esteemed flower is non-killing (Dandavako
19-15). Human life is rare and priceless. One who
loves oneself becomes holy when extending love to
all beings alike. It is imperative: Do not harm any
life! Even if unable to do good, refrain from
harboring harmful thoughts. Sanctity is achieved
through love for all living beings. Life is indeed
rare and priceless (Krishnan, 2009, p. 98).
Reflecting on the idea that everyone's life is
important and invaluable, it is emphasized that
those who love themselves will not contemplate
harming others (Thammapatham 124, 125). It is
asserted that nobody should take the life of another.

3.3 Value of human life in Islam

No individual ~ should bear the
responsibility ~ for  committing  murder, as
emphasized in Surah 17:31 of the Holy Qur'an.
Murder is unequivocally regarded as a grave
offense. The Qur'an places utmost significance on
the sanctity of human life, asserting that those who
fail to acknowledge this sanctity cannot truly
embody humanity. It is explicitly stated that the
taking of a single life is akin to the destruction of
an entire village. The Qur'an unequivocally denies
any authority for one person to arbitrarily take the
life of another. Furthermore, Surah 17:70
underscores the inherent dignity and superiority of
humans, as descendants of Adam. In the eyes of
Allah, human beings are elevated above most of
His creations, and as such, their lives are sacred
and worthy of honor.

3.4 Value of human life in Jainism

In Jainism, the practice of non-killing
holds paramount importance, especially during
nuclear fasts observed by Jain householders.

Proverbs such as
‘Seeralinkolaipurindhusaenuapparaagi’
(PazhamozhiNaanuru 164) and

‘Alaipaanpiraviyirai'  (Naanmanikkaadikai  28)
underline the pursuit of abstaining from violence in
all circumstances (Naanmanikkaadikai 92). Jain
doctrine underscores the preciousness of human
life through the principle of non-killing. The
religion regards it as a grave transgression to take
the life of another (Krishnan, 2009, p.12). This
principle stems from the belief in the reflection of
God's image in all beings, which is central to Jain
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philosophy. Similarly, other major religions, such
as Christianity, emphasize the imperative to uphold
the sanctity of life through their holy scriptures and
commandments.

Homicides in Northern Province
Since the conclusion of war, until 2022,
there have been 544 incidents of human Kkillings
documented in the Northern Province. Among the
five districts comprising the Northern Province, the
district of Jaffna has recorded the highest number
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4.1 Number of people subjected to human homicides annually
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4.2 Patterns of Homicide in Northern Province
The term " killing" refers to the act of one
person causing the death of another. In the
Northern Province there have been instances of
killings taking place. These include using weapons,
like knives or swords blinding victims by gouging
out their eyes subjecting them to beatings and
torture shooting them with firearms slitting their
throats setting their bodies on fire after dousing
them in oil and administering substances. Under
circumstances human killing is considered an
offense without any doubt. The mental state that
drives someone to commit murder is known as
instinct. Over the thirteen years a total of 544 cases
of human murders have been identified. Those
responsible for causing another persons death are
labeled as "murderers.” The prevalence of incidents
in the Northern Province can be attributed to a
disregard for the value of life and a lack of
conscience, among those who perpetrate these acts.

4.3 The reasons for Kills in the northern
province

Numerous factors contribute to human
Kills in the Northern Province, spanning a range of
social, economic, and personal issues. These

include disputes over land ownership, familial
conflicts, romantic relationship failures, matters of
honor, jealousy over others' economic progress,
obstructing opportunities for education and
employment, struggles with alcohol addiction,
involvement in unhealthy relationships, problems
arising from alcohol consumption, refusal to
engage in illicit relationships, problems between
individuals, seeking vengeance, anger and
frustration, as well as the inability of debtors to
repay loans. These multifaceted reasons underscore
the complex nature of human murders in the
Northern Province.

V.  Human murders in contemporary Sri
Lanka

Every year, an average of 65,000 murders
are documented worldwide, reflecting a troubling
trend in modern society where human life and its
value are frequently questioned. Across various
regions, a hostile environment towards humans
instills fear on a daily basis, and Sri Lanka is no
exception. Despite the conclusion of the civil war
approximately 14 years ago, contemporary Sri
Lanka continues to struggle with issues such as
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murders, causing widespread apprehension among
the populace.

Between 2013 and 2015, Sri Lanka
recorded 243 cases of women being murdered, with
128 of these tragic incidents attributed to spousal
violence. In 2022 alone, the Sri Lankan Police
Headquarters reported a total of 599 murders. The
fundamental right to life is given for every
individual, yet from January to August 2023, the
Crime Investigation, Classification, and Prevention
Division reported 358 murders in Sri Lanka.
Notably, 77 murders were committed by
individuals, while 67 were planned and executed
by groups. Gun violence accounted for 35 of these
incidents.

Several police divisions, including
Embilipitiya, Nugegoda, Kelaniya, Tangalle,
Panadura, Gampaha, Elpitiya, Colombo South,
Colombo Central, Kekirawa, Matara, Negombo,
Keppetipola, Vavuniya, Kali, Polonnaruwa,
Mullaitivu, and Seethawaka, recorded incidents
involving gunshots. In response to this alarming
trend, Christian churches in the Northern Province
have undertaken initiatives to prevent murders.
These efforts are subject to scrutiny by human
rights organizations, with the main Christian
churches actively engaged in this important work.

VI.  Recommendations

It is extremely important to emphasize the
value of human life in school textbooks. Parents,
teachers, principals, and relatives should instill this
value from early childhood through education and
example. By fostering compassion for others, we
can work towards reducing human Killings, thereby
paving the way for a more harmonious future.

VII.  Conclusion

Hence, human life is considered sacred,
equivalent to the divine. It is believed that God
watches over human life from its very creation in
the womb. Regrettably, in contemporary times, the
recognition of the immense value of human life
appears to be diminishing. This study tries to assert
that human life is truly invaluable and beyond
measure. It is incumbent upon everyone to cherish
and safeguard this precious gift bestowed upon us.
The authority to take another's life has not been
granted to any individual. Thus, the key to reducing
murders in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka lies
in recognizing the divine essence within every
person. To achieve this, Christian churches and
other human rights organizations must undertake
innovative initiatives. Their concerted efforts can
help foster a deeper understanding and appreciation

of the sanctity of human life, thereby promoting
peace and harmony within society.
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