
 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 3, Issue 4, Jul.-Aug., 2023, pp: 426-430                            www.ijhssm.org                 

                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                              ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                    Page 426 

Hindu Nationalism and the Indian Psyche: Evolution of 

the Bharatiya Janata Party 
 

Ria Pillai 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

Date of Submission: 26-07-2023                                                                           Date of Acceptance: 08-08-2023 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

I. Introduction 
Right from the inauguration of Indian 

independence,politicians, commentators and 

intellectuals of this nation have always tussled with 

one another over the nature of Indian secularism. 

The uninterrupted reign of the Indian National 

Congress (INC) painted India’s secularism along 

Nehruvian tones- privatization of religion and 

prioritization of modernity. It was in 2014 that 

India’s secular milieu began changing with the rise 

of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).  

‘The government represents the people’ is a 

saying synonymous with the democratic institution. 

The success of any political party lies in its ability to 

respond to the desire of the masses, whose opinion 

fluctuates with time. Understanding the success of 

the BJP requires delving into the origins of the party, 

the growing polarity across the Indian subcontinent, 

and the declineof the Congress – all contributing to 

the voter base of the BJP.  

This research paper will audit the evolution 

of the BJP as a national party by investigating 

theideological basis of Hindutva, its growing 

resonance with the masses, and the historical cum 

current factors that cement the party’s credibility in 

the eyes of the average Indian.  

 

A Separate Homeland 

The partition of the Indian subcontinent 

etched not only one of India’s darkest chapters 

butalso fanned religious tensions that have persisted 

for centuries across South East Asia. Shyama Prasad 

Mukherjee, India’s first minister of Industry and 

Supply, is a notable figure for not only being the 

founder of the Bharatiya Jan Sangh (later BJP) in 

1951 but also for carving out the state of West 

Bengal. 1 

                                                           
1 “Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, the Barrister Who 

Founded Bharatiya Janta Party.” India Today, 23 

June 2020, www.indiatoday.in/education-today/gk-

current-affairs/story/remembering-shyama-prasad-

mukherjee-the-founder-of-bharatiya-jana-sangh-

The land of Bengal has been a witness to a 

multitude of communal riots spanning the 1905 

partition of the state,to the Direct Action Day, 

adding constant sourness to the relationship between 

the Bengali Hindus and Muslims. Once the partition 

of the subcontinent was deemed unavoidable, the 

Bengal Province Muslim League, headed by H. 

Suhrawardy, realized it would not be economically 

wise for the Bengali territory to be partitioned, as all 

the Hindu areas were industrial hubs and rich sites 

of production. 2 

Driven byeconomic concerns, Suhrawardy 

proposed the idea of a ‘United Bengal’ as a 

sovereign state that would be neither a part of 

Pakistan nor India, which received opposition from 

Mukherjee, who believed that the Bengali Hindus 

would find themselves marginalized and at the 

mercy of Muslims in an Islamic state, and instead 

demanded the partition of Bengal along religious 

lines. 3 

The two-nation theory, as pioneered and 

championed by influential minds of the Muslim 

League, divided not only the subcontinent into India 

and Pakistan but also the Bengali homeland into 

West Bengal and Bangladesh, despite the two areas 

sharing the same language and ethnic affiliation.  

The intellectual mechanisms of religious 

separatism and abhor for Islamic absolutism that 

influenced Mukherjee in 1946, manifests itself today 

as a residual ideological basis in the bloc he founded 

                                                                                     
that-later-became-bharatiya-janta-party-1563356-

2019-07-06. Accessed 29 July 2023.  

2Harun-or-Rashid (2012). "Suhrawardy, Huseyn 

Shaheed". Jamal, Ahmed A. (eds.). Banglapedia: 

National Encyclopedia of 

Bangladesh (Second ed.). Asiatic Society of 

Bangladesh.  

 
3Chatterji, Joya (2007). The Spoils of Partition: 

Bengal and India, 1947–1967. Cambridge 

University Press. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic_Society_of_Bangladesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic_Society_of_Bangladesh
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– the BJP. However, the party’s journey has not been 

so straightforward.  

What started out as the political wing of the 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), later 

collapsed in 1979 as a result of internal disputes, 

before the BJP was formally inaugurated in 1980.  

Although the country was partitioned on 

the basis of faith, India, post-independence, sought 

to reinvent herself as a secular nation, while her 

sister state Pakistan took the route of Islamic 

fundamentalism.  

For a country that chose to overlook the 

communal tensions of the past and sculpt an image 

of religious tolerance, the tilt towards Hindu 

nationalism in the recent past must be investigated 

and studied.  

 

The Idea of Hindutva 

Interactions create identities, and one’s 

identities forge one’s loyalties. In the political 

domain, religion is more often than not associated 

with fundamentalism, but in the case of India, it 

translates into a catalyst for nationalism. The idea of 

religious nationalism, when studied in isolation 

maycome across as an uncannyconcept, but in India, 

this very mechanism has been the unifying factor 

across castes and ethnicities, as the ‘Hindu identity’ 

provides solidarity to the otherwise heterogenous 

demography.  

Hindutva, that is ‘Hinduness’, forms the 

crux of the BJP’s ideology, which seeks to 

reconstruct the Indian nation based on its Hindu 

indigeneity. Specimens of this intellectual tendency 

are not wholly exclusive to the BJP, and can even be 

found in parties such as the Shiv Sena, and may be 

even traced back to freedom revolutionaries such as 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak. However, its philosophy was 

delineated by Veer Savarkar, who defined Hindutva 

as a fight of a common race for a common 

civilization – India pre-invasion.4 

BJP adopts this same political lens and 

places itself as an advocate of Savarkar’s vision. Yet 

the party’s trajectory remained majorly stale,withits 

first notable achievement being the winning of a 

meagre two Lok Sabha seats in 1984. 5 It was with 

                                                           

4
Heredia, Rudolf  C. Gandhi’s Hinduism and 

Savarkar’s Hindutva - JSTOR, 

www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/40279289.pdf. Accessed 

30 July 2023.  

5 “BJP’s Journey from Just Two Seats in Lok Sabha 

in 1984 to Winning Two Back-to-Back Majority.” 

the Ayodhya movement in 1992 that BJP’s 

connection with the masses started growing, as the 

reclaiming of desecrated temples struck the first 

wound in the otherwise Gandhian political tendency 

of the Hindu community.6 

The initial victories of the right-wing party 

remained confined to the Hindi beltwith the party 

yet to muster a bond with other linguistic and ethnic 

communities within the Hindu fold. An important 

force in BJP’s evolution was its former leader and 

Prime Minister – Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Vajpayee 

could be understood as a polyvalent figure, who was 

neither an extremist nor a liberal and reconfigured 

BJP’s image from a radical Hindu party to a 

Hindutva that was based on regional than religious 

nationalism—which meant even a Muslim or 

Christian could be considered a Hindu for the 

simple fact that they were born on the Indian soil. 7 

While Vajpayee’s inclusive ethos helped shape BJP 

as a prominent alternative to Congress, the grand old 

party’s defeats were pulsated by its own policies and 

hocus pocus.  

 

Dynastic Practices in a Democracy 

Although Indian polity embraces the 

existence of multiple parties, the power play 

remains confined between the BJP and Congress, 

who best represent the Indian Right versus Indian 

Centre. The resonance of one party with the average 

Indian can be attributed to a lack of it from the 

other. 

The steep rise of the BJP is directly 

correlational to the humiliating decline of the 

Congress, much of which is attributed to the failure 

of the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) and the 

                                                                                     
The Economic Times, 

economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/elections/lok-

sabha/india/bjps-journey-from-just-two-seats-in-lok-

sabha-in-1984-to-winning-two-back-to-back-

majority/articleshow/69466223.cms.  

6 “Ayodhya Dispute: The Complex Legal History of 

India’s Holy Site.” BBC News, BBC, 9 Nov. 2019, 

www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-50065277. 

7 “Atal Bihari Vajpayee: A Proud Hindu Who 

Exemplified Indian Ethos.” India.Com, 24 Dec. 

2014, www.india.com/news/india/atal-bihari-

vajpayee-a-proud-hindu-who-exemplified-indian-

ethos-230709/. 
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party’s reputation being stained by “Pro-Muslim 

appeasement”.  

The biggest blow to the Congress comes 

from the Gandhi family’s absolutist hold over the 

party proceedings. A democracy has no space for 

heredity succession. Even during Manmohan 

Singh’s tenure as Prime Minister, the remote control 

lay in the hands of the dynasty. 8The poor allocation 

of finances coupled with corruption schemes over 

welfare policies, not only took the country’s 

economy through a depreciating trajectory, but also 

betrayed M.K. Gandhi’s vision of development for 

the poor strata.  

Spanning from the 120% petrol price hike 

to the planning commission declaring those who 

spend more than thirty-two rupees per day as above 

the poverty line9, the unprofessional administration 

in terms of fiscal policies and decisions led the 

country not only to double-digit inflation but also 

robbed the party of its loyal voterbase. Incidents like 

these demonstrated that even rich history cannot be 

a substitute for the misery of the present.  

As the credibility of the Congress kept 

evaporating along the economic-political lines, it 

was the loss of social cachet that channelled the 

party’s unexpected vanquish. From the lack of moral 

responsibility during the Shah Bano case10to the 

‘Muslims only’ policies in their election 

manifestos11, the minority-based politics of the party 

                                                           

8
Jagannathan, R. “Why Manmohan Singh Failed: 

Neta Who Remained a Babu.” Firstpost, 15 June 

2013, www.firstpost.com/politics/why-manmohan-

singh-failed-neta-who-remained-a-babu-

873509.html. 

9 Dhananjay Mahapatra & Nitin Sethi  / TNN / 

Updated: Sep 21, 2011. “Spend RS 32 A Day? Govt 

Says You Can’t Be Poor: India News - Times of 

India.” The Times of India, TOI, 

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Spend-Rs-32-a-

day-Govt-says-you-cant-be-

poor/articleshow/10058373.cms.  

10
Frontline, Team. “1985: Shah Bano Case.” Return 

to Frontpage, 15 Aug. 2022, 

frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/india-at-75-

epochal-moments-1985-shah-bano-

case/article65730545.ece. 

11
Timesofindia.com. “Telangana Polls: Congress 

Promises Seven ‘Muslim Only’ Schemes in Its 

not only further polarized Hindus & Muslims from 

one another, but provided ample space for the BJP to 

take spotlight as a party for the Hindu community, 

and one with difference.  

 

BJP’s Rise and its Implications 

The unfolding of BJP from holding two 

Lok Sabha seats to serving as India’s ruling party 

back-to-back, is but an outcome of a larger political 

reality. Samuel P. Huntington, an American 

academic and political scientist, had contemplated 

that not natural resources, but people’s religious 

identities will be the prime source of conflict in the 

Post-Cold War era. Therefore, the enmity that we 

witness, is not one between countries, but rather 

cultures. 12 

Although the world borders diminish with 

globalization, the intense interactions among 

communities further solidify the understanding of 

the ‘self’ and the ‘other’, as exposure to a different 

way of life only goes on to cement one’s 

“civilizational consciousness”.  

The pan-Islamism prevalent across India’s 

neighbouring states of Pakistan and Bangladesh not 

only encourages separatist feelings among the 

Muslims who reside in India but also provokes 

Hindus to seek refuge in a party that bears the 

promise of protecting its long-continuing 

civilization.Similarly, BJP’s recent rendezvous with 

the Uniform Civil Code following their defeat in 

Karnataka and Himachal Pradesh, two prominently 

Hindu states, can be interpreted as a reflection of 

their thirst to keep the Hindu voter bound to their 

bloc, as that is the foundation of their power.  

Suhas Palshikar, an Indian political 

scientist, wrote that BJP’s success derives from their 

simultaneous emphasis on being pro-Hindu and pro-

development at the same time, which allows them to 

cater to the orthodox vis-à-vis the liberal sections of 

                                                                                     
Manifesto.” The Times of India, 27 Nov. 2018, 

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/city/hyderabad/t

elangana-polls-congress-promises-seven-muslim-

only-schemes-in-its-

manifesto/videoshow/66824468.cms.  

 

12
The Clash of Civilizations: And The Remaking of 

World Order, by Samuel P. Huntington, Simon & 

Schuster, 2002. 
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society.13On similar lines, Devesh Kapur, an avid 

socio-political commentator stated, “Nehruvian 

India is being replaced by Modi’s India, one that is 

less embarrassed by its limited English and heavy 

accents. Its nationalism is unapologetic about India’s 

Hindu roots, and is prepared to be more assertive in 

defence of what it regards as national interests.”14 

Although every political party at the end of 

the day is concerned with the upkeeping of their 

seats and power, the classical notion of Joseph De 

Maistre, “Every nation gets the government it 

deserves”, holds more relevance now than ever.  

The government is a direct manifestation of 

the people’s consciousness, whether democratic or 

authoritarian, and in the case of India, the nation’s 

current affairs reflect a population seeking Hindu 

revivalism as a counter not only to the 

subcontinent’s Islamification but also to 

orchestrating the makeover of India as an aggressive 

state in a multi-polar world order. 

Conclusion 

The evolution of the Bharatiya Janata Party 

is not the success of the political bloc in itself but 

signifies the eventual triumph of Savarkar over 

Gandhi – which is of communal solidarity over 

national unity. While the world may be one of 

variegation and differences, the unit of the nation-

state finds itself capable of catering to 

commonalities than dissimilarities.  

Word count: 2000 
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