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Abstract 
Language serves as a fundamental medium through 

which education, culture, and national identity are 

transmitted across generations. In multilingual 

societies such as India, mother-tongue education has 

increasingly been recognized as an essential 

component of inclusive and equitable educational 

development. Among the Indian educationists who 

emphasized the importance of indigenous 

languages, Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee made 

significant contributions through his advocacy of 

mother-tongue education and the promotion of the 

Bengali language within higher education. However, 

his ideas on language and education have received 

comparatively limited scholarly attention. The 

present study explores Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue education and 

examines his contributions to the development of 

the Bengali language from a qualitative and 

historical perspective. The study adopts a qualitative 

research design based on historical and documentary 

analysis using primary and secondary sources, 

including speeches, educational writings, archival 

records, biographies, scholarly publications, and 

policy documents. The findings reveal that 

Mukherjee viewed the mother tongue as the 

foundation of meaningful learning, cultural 

preservation, intellectual development, and national 

progress. His educational philosophy further 

emphasized multilingual competence, educational 

equity, and the strengthening of regional languages 

within higher education. The study concludes that 

Mukherjee's educational vision remains highly 

relevant to contemporary educational reforms, 

particularly the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020, and offers valuable insights for language 

policy, multilingual education, and the preservation 

of India's linguistic and cultural heritage. 
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I. Introduction 
Language has always occupied a central 

position in the educational process because it serves 

as the primary medium through which knowledge is 

acquired, communicated, and preserved. Beyond its 

communicative function, language shapes cognitive 

development, cultural identity, social interaction, 

and intellectual growth. In multilingual societies, the 

language used in education significantly influences 

learners' academic achievement, participation, and 

sense of belonging. Consequently, the question of 

mother-tongue education has remained one of the 

most important themes in educational philosophy 

and language policy across the world. International 

organizations and educational researchers have 

consistently emphasized that instruction through the 

mother tongue promotes conceptual understanding, 

educational equity, and lifelong learning (UNESCO, 

2003; Cummins, 2000).India represents one of the 

world's most linguistically diverse nations, where 

hundreds of languages coexist across different 

regions and cultural communities. This diversity has 

made language policy a crucial aspect of educational 

planning since the colonial period. Although English 

has continued to occupy an important position in 

higher education and international communication, 

Indian educationists have repeatedly argued that 

regional languages should play a greater role in 

teaching and learning. Education through the mother 

tongue has been viewed not only as a pedagogical 

strategy but also as a means of preserving cultural 

heritage, strengthening national integration, and 

ensuring equitable access to education (Mohanty, 

2019). These debates have gained renewed 

significance following the introduction of the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which 

strongly advocates the use of the home language or 

mother tongue during the foundational years of 

education while promoting multilingual learning 

throughout the educational system (Government of 

India, 2020).The relationship between language and 

education has been explored by several Indian 
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educationists who believed that educational 

development should remain closely connected with 

India's linguistic and cultural traditions. Among 

them, Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee occupies a 

distinctive place. Although he is widely remembered 

as a nationalist leader, parliamentarian, and founder 

of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, he was also an eminent 

educationist and one of the youngest Vice-

Chancellors of the University of Calcutta. His 

educational leadership reflected a deep commitment 

to academic excellence, institutional reform, and the 

promotion of Indian languages within higher 

education (Bakshi, 1991). Through his speeches, 

educational writings, and university administration, 

Mukherjee consistently argued that education should 

strengthen both intellectual development and 

cultural consciousness.A defining feature of 

Mukherjee's educational philosophy was his belief 

that the mother tongue forms the natural foundation 

of learning. He maintained that students understand 

ideas more effectively when education is delivered 

through a language closely connected with their 

everyday experiences and cultural environment. 

According to Mukherjee, language is not merely a 

medium of communication but also a repository of 

history, literature, values, and collective identity. 

Therefore, the promotion of regional languages was 

essential not only for educational effectiveness but 

also for preserving India's rich cultural heritage 

(Mukherjee, 1944/2018). At the same time, he did 

not reject the importance of English or other 

international languages. Instead, he advocated a 

balanced multilingual approach in which learners 

developed strong proficiency in their mother tongue 

while acquiring additional languages for national 

and global engagement.Mukherjee's contribution to 

the development of the Bengali language constitutes 

another significant dimension of his educational 

thought. During his tenure as Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Calcutta, he encouraged the expansion 

of Bengali within academic administration, 

teaching, and scholarly activities. He believed that 

regional languages possessed the intellectual 

capacity to function as languages of higher 

education, scientific inquiry, and research. His 

support for Bengali scholarship reflected a broader 

conviction that educational institutions should 

preserve indigenous knowledge while 

simultaneously encouraging scientific and 

technological advancement (Ganguly, 2018). This 

balanced educational outlook sought to harmonize 

cultural rootedness with academic 

modernization.The educational philosophy 

advanced by Mukherjee anticipated many 

contemporary discussions concerning multilingual 

education, educational inclusion, and culturally 

responsive pedagogy. Research has consistently 

shown that learners who receive instruction through 

their first language demonstrate stronger conceptual 

understanding, greater classroom participation, and 

improved academic performance (Cummins, 2000; 

Mohanty, 2019). Likewise, UNESCO (2003) has 

repeatedly recommended mother-tongue-based 

education as an effective strategy for promoting 

inclusive and equitable quality education. These 

international perspectives reinforce the continuing 

relevance of Mukherjee's educational vision in 

addressing present-day educational challenges.The 

relevance of Mukherjee's ideas has become even 

more apparent in the context of the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The policy 

emphasizes multilingual education, Indian 

languages, Indian Knowledge Systems, holistic 

development, and culturally responsive teaching. 

Several of these objectives closely correspond with 

the principles that Mukherjee advocated decades 

earlier. His educational philosophy therefore offers 

an important historical perspective for 

understanding current educational reforms and 

language policies in India (Government of India, 

2020).Despite these contributions, the existing 

literature has largely focused on Mukherjee's 

political life, nationalist ideology, and public 

leadership. Comparatively limited scholarly 

attention has been devoted to his philosophy of 

mother-tongue education and his contribution to the 

development of the Bengali language. Moreover, 

relatively few studies have attempted to examine 

how his educational ideas relate to contemporary 

educational reforms, particularly those concerning 

multilingual education and language policy. This 

gap highlights the need for a systematic 

investigation of his educational thought from the 

perspective of language and education.The present 

study, therefore, seeks to explore Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue education and 

examine his contribution to the development of the 

Bengali language through historical and 

documentary analysis. The study further investigates 

the relevance of his educational philosophy in the 

context of contemporary Indian education, 

particularly the objectives of the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020. By critically analysing his 

views on language, culture, multilingual education, 

educational equity, and higher education, the study 

aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of his 

educational legacy and its significance for present-

day educational discourse. In an era characterized 

by globalization, technological advancement, and 

increasing linguistic diversity, revisiting 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 6, Issue 4, Jul. – Aug., 2026, pp: 248-260                         ISSN: 3048-6874  

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

DOI: 10.35629/6874-0604248260    | Impact Factor value 7.52 |   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal      Page 250 

Mukherjee's educational philosophy provides 

valuable insights into how language can promote 

inclusive learning, cultural continuity, and national 

development while preparing learners for 

participation in an interconnected world. 

 

II. Review of Literature 
Studies on Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee 

The existing literature on Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee has predominantly emphasized his 

contributions as a nationalist leader, parliamentarian, 

and founder of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 

Comparatively fewer scholarly works have 

examined his educational philosophy and his vision 

for language and education. Bakshi (1991) portrayed 

Mukherjee as a distinguished educationist whose 

tenure as Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Calcutta was characterized by academic 

modernization, administrative reforms, and a strong 

commitment to promoting Indian cultural values 

within higher education. The author argued that 

Mukherjee believed education should cultivate 

intellectual excellence while strengthening national 

consciousness.Similarly, Singh (2009) highlighted 

that Mukherjee regarded education as an instrument 

for nation-building rather than merely a means of 

acquiring academic qualifications. According to 

Singh, Mukherjee consistently advocated an 

education system rooted in India's cultural heritage 

while simultaneously embracing scientific 

knowledge and modern educational practices. His 

educational vision emphasized moral development, 

character formation, and civic responsibility as 

essential outcomes of education.Ganguly (2018) 

provided one of the most comprehensive analyses of 

Mukherjee's educational administration during his 

tenure as Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Calcutta. The study demonstrated that Mukherjee 

actively encouraged the expansion of Indian 

languages, including Bengali, within higher 

education and introduced several academic reforms 

aimed at improving institutional quality and 

accessibility. Ganguly further observed that 

Mukherjee considered language an essential 

component of cultural identity and educational 

empowerment.Although these studies acknowledge 

Mukherjee's contributions to educational 

administration and national education, they 

generally discuss his views within broader political 

or biographical narratives. Consequently, there 

remains limited scholarly work that specifically 

investigates his philosophy of mother-tongue 

education and his contributions to the development 

of the Bengali language as a coherent educational 

framework. 

 

Studies on Mother-Tongue Education 

Mother-tongue education has been widely 

recognized as one of the most effective approaches 

for improving learning outcomes, cognitive 

development, and educational equity. Cummins 

(2000) argued that learners acquire conceptual 

understanding more efficiently when instruction is 

delivered through their first language because it 

strengthens cognitive processes and facilitates the 

transfer of knowledge across languages. He 

emphasized that the mother tongue forms the 

foundation upon which additional languages and 

academic competencies can be developed.Skutnabb-

Kangas (2009) further asserted that education 

through the mother tongue not only enhances 

academic achievement but also safeguards linguistic 

diversity and cultural heritage. The author argued 

that denying children education in their native 

language often results in educational disadvantages, 

reduced classroom participation, and weakened 

cultural identity.Within the Indian context, Mohanty 

(2019) demonstrated that multilingual societies 

benefit significantly when learners receive early 

education through their mother tongue. His research 

revealed that mother-tongue instruction improves 

comprehension, classroom engagement, self-

confidence, and overall academic performance 

while simultaneously promoting social inclusion. 

Mohanty also emphasized that linguistic diversity 

should be viewed as an educational resource rather 

than a barrier.UNESCO (1953; 2003) has 

consistently advocated mother-tongue-based 

education, particularly during the foundational years 

of schooling, arguing that learning in a familiar 

language enhances literacy development, conceptual 

understanding, and lifelong learning. These 

international perspectives collectively support the 

view that mother-tongue education contributes to 

both educational effectiveness and cultural 

sustainability. 

 

Studies on Bengali Language Development 

The Bengali language has occupied a 

significant position in India's educational, literary, 

and cultural history. Chatterji (1926) described 

Bengali as one of the most influential Indo-Aryan 

languages, emphasizing its historical evolution, 

literary richness, and cultural importance. His work 

demonstrated that the development of Bengali has 

been closely associated with the intellectual and 

cultural renaissance of Bengal.Sen (1979) observed 

that the growth of Bengali literature and language 

was strongly influenced by educational institutions, 

social reform movements, and nationalist leaders 
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who promoted indigenous languages during the 

colonial period. The study argued that educational 

policies encouraging Bengali as a medium of 

instruction played an important role in expanding 

literacy and strengthening regional 

identity.Dasgupta (2000) highlighted the 

relationship between language development and 

cultural nationalism in Bengal, suggesting that 

educational institutions significantly contributed to 

preserving Bengali language and literature during 

periods of colonial dominance. Similarly, 

Bandyopadhyay (2004) noted that universities, 

literary organizations, and intellectual leaders 

collectively promoted Bengali as a language of 

higher learning, scholarship, and public discourse. 

Despite the rich literature on Bengali language 

history, relatively little research has examined Dr. 

Syama Prasad Mukherjee's specific role in 

promoting Bengali language development during his 

vice-chancellorship and educational leadership. This 

area therefore remains insufficiently explored within 

contemporary educational research. 

 

Studies on Language Policy in India 

Language policy has remained one of the 

most significant issues in Indian education because 

of the country's extensive linguistic diversity. Kumar 

(2005) argued that educational language policies 

have historically reflected broader debates 

concerning national identity, cultural preservation, 

and educational accessibility. According to Kumar, 

post-independence India sought to balance the 

promotion of regional languages with the need for 

national integration and global 

communication.Mohanty (2019) emphasized that 

equitable language policies should promote 

multilingualism while ensuring that learners have 

opportunities to receive education in their mother 

tongue. The author argued that linguistic inclusion 

contributes to educational justice by reducing 

barriers experienced by students from diverse 

linguistic backgrounds.The Government of India 

(2020), through the National Education Policy 

(NEP) 2020, strongly recommends the use of the 

home language, mother tongue, or regional language 

as the medium of instruction, particularly during the 

foundational and preparatory stages of education. 

The policy recognizes that learning in a familiar 

language improves comprehension, critical thinking, 

and overall educational achievement.Scholars 

generally agree that effective language policy should 

simultaneously preserve linguistic diversity, 

promote national unity, and prepare learners for 

participation in an increasingly globalized world. 

However, implementing multilingual educational 

policies remains a continuing challenge due to 

variations in linguistic contexts, teacher preparation, 

and educational resources. 

 

Studies on Multilingual Education and NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy 

(Government of India, 2020) has revitalized 

scholarly interest in multilingual education by 

recognizing India's linguistic diversity as a valuable 

educational resource rather than a challenge. The 

policy recommends multilingual learning 

environments, mother-tongue instruction during the 

early years, and greater integration of Indian 

languages into higher education.Mohanty (2019) 

argued that multilingual education improves 

cognitive flexibility, critical thinking, and 

intercultural understanding while simultaneously 

preserving linguistic diversity. His research 

suggested that multilingual classrooms provide 

learners with broader educational opportunities 

without undermining their linguistic 

identities.UNESCO (2003) similarly maintained that 

multilingual education promotes inclusive, 

equitable, and quality education by ensuring that 

learners initially acquire knowledge through 

languages they understand well before transitioning 

to additional languages.Recent educational research 

has also linked multilingual education with the 

objectives of NEP 2020, including holistic 

development, inclusive education, Indian 

Knowledge Systems, and culturally responsive 

pedagogy (Government of India, 2020). These 

studies indicate that multilingual education not only 

enhances learning outcomes but also strengthens 

national integration by respecting India's rich 

linguistic diversity.Although numerous scholars 

have examined multilingual education within the 

framework of NEP 2020, relatively few studies have 

explored how the educational philosophy of Dr. 

Syama Prasad Mukherjee anticipated many of these 

contemporary principles, particularly regarding 

mother-tongue education and the promotion of 

Bengali language in higher education. 

 

Research Gap 

The review of literature reveals several 

important research gaps. First, most existing studies 

on Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee primarily focus on 

his political ideology, nationalist thought, and 

administrative achievements, while his philosophy 

of mother-tongue education has received 

comparatively limited scholarly attention. Second, 

although extensive literature exists on mother-

tongue education, multilingual education, and 

language policy in India, these themes have 
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generally been examined independently rather than 

in relation to Mukherjee's educational philosophy. 

Third, studies concerning the historical development 

of the Bengali language mainly emphasize literary, 

linguistic, and socio-cultural perspectives, with little 

attention given to Mukherjee's educational 

initiatives for promoting Bengali within higher 

education. Finally, despite the increasing emphasis 

on multilingual education and Indian languages 

under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, 

there remains a noticeable lack of research 

examining the conceptual similarities between 

Mukherjee's educational vision and contemporary 

educational reforms. Therefore, the present study 

seeks to bridge this gap by critically exploring Dr. 

Syama Prasad Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue 

education and his contributions to the development 

of the Bengali language through a qualitative and 

historical perspective. 

 

III. Methodology 
Research Design 

The present study adopts a qualitative 

research design grounded in historical, 

philosophical, and documentary inquiry. Unlike 

quantitative investigations that seek to establish 

statistical relationships among variables, the present 

research aims to explore, interpret, and critically 

examine Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee's vision for 

mother-tongue education and his contributions to the 

development of the Bengali language within the 

broader framework of Indian educational thought. A 

qualitative approach is particularly appropriate 

because it enables a comprehensive understanding 

of educational ideas, language philosophy, cultural 

values, and intellectual contributions within their 

historical and socio-cultural contexts. 

The study follows an interpretative research 

framework, which focuses on understanding the 

meanings embedded in historical documents, 

educational speeches, policy statements, 

institutional records, personal writings, and 

scholarly literature related to Dr. Mukherjee's 

educational philosophy. Through systematic 

interpretation of these documentary sources, the 

study reconstructs his perspectives on mother-

tongue education, linguistic identity, the promotion 

of Bengali language, cultural preservation, and 

educational development. Furthermore, the research 

evaluates the continuing relevance of his ideas in the 

context of contemporary educational reforms, 

particularly those concerning multilingual 

education, linguistic inclusiveness, and the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020.The research is 

descriptive, analytical, and evaluative in nature. It 

describes Dr. Mukherjee's educational philosophy 

regarding language and education, analyses the 

philosophical principles underlying his advocacy of 

mother-tongue instruction and Bengali language 

development, and evaluates the contemporary 

significance of these ideas for Indian education. 

 

Historical Method 

The historical method serves as the 

principal methodological approach of the present 

investigation. Historical research involves the 

systematic identification, collection, verification, 

interpretation, and critical evaluation of historical 

evidence relating to past individuals, educational 

ideas, and institutional developments. This method 

enables researchers to understand how educational 

philosophies emerge within specific historical 

circumstances and continue to influence 

contemporary educational policies and practices. 

In the present study, the historical method 

is employed to investigate Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue education and 

the development of the Bengali language within the 

socio-political, cultural, and educational context of 

twentieth-century India. Particular attention is given 

to his role as an educationist, Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Calcutta, public intellectual, and 

advocate of Indian languages. Historical inquiry 

facilitates an understanding of how his educational 

ideas concerning language, culture, national identity, 

and higher education evolved and contributed to 

wider discussions on educational reform and 

linguistic development. 

The historical investigation is conducted through the 

following stages: 

1. Identification and collection of relevant 

historical documents, educational records, 

speeches, and archival materials related to 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee. 

2. Verification of the authenticity, credibility, 

and historical reliability of the collected 

documentary sources. 

3. Classification and organization of the 

collected data according to major themes, 

including mother-tongue education, 

Bengali language development, language 

policy, cultural preservation, and 

multilingual education. 

4. Interpretation of Dr. Mukherjee's 

educational philosophy within its historical, 

social, and educational context. 

5. Critical evaluation of the relevance of his 

educational ideas in relation to 

contemporary educational policies, 
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particularly multilingual education and the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

Through these procedures, the study develops a 

comprehensive understanding of Dr. Mukherjee's 

educational philosophy concerning language and its 

continuing significance for contemporary Indian 

education. 

Sources of Data 

The present investigation is based entirely on 

documentary and archival sources. Since the study 

examines the educational philosophy of a historical 

figure, data are collected from both primary and 

secondary sources to ensure a comprehensive and 

balanced interpretation. The use of multiple sources 

facilitates triangulation of evidence and enhances 

the credibility and trustworthiness of the findings. 

 

Primary Sources 

Primary sources consist of original materials 

directly associated with Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee and his educational activities. These 

documents provide first-hand evidence regarding his 

philosophy of mother-tongue education, language 

policy, and the promotion of Bengali language. The 

primary sources include: 

• Speeches delivered by Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee on education, language, and 

culture. 

• Convocation addresses and university 

lectures. 

• Official records, reports, and proceedings 

of the University of Calcutta during his 

tenure as Vice-Chancellor. 

• Personal writings, letters, educational 

essays, and published statements. 

• Parliamentary speeches and public 

addresses concerning education and 

language policy. 

• Archival documents relating to educational 

reforms and language initiatives. 

• Contemporary government records and 

policy documents referring to his 

educational contributions. 

 

Secondary Sources 

Secondary sources consist of scholarly 

interpretations and analyses that facilitate critical 

understanding of Dr. Mukherjee's educational 

thought. These sources include: 

• Books and biographies on Dr. Syama 

Prasad Mukherjee. 

• Peer-reviewed journal articles. 

• Doctoral theses and dissertations. 

• Research reports and conference 

proceedings. 

• Publications on mother-tongue education, 

multilingual education, Bengali language 

development, and educational philosophy. 

• Government policy documents, including 

the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

• Academic literature on the history of Indian 

education, language policy, educational 

leadership, and cultural education. 

The integration of primary and secondary sources 

enables data triangulation, thereby enhancing the 

authenticity, comprehensiveness, and scholarly rigor 

of the study. 

 

Documentary Analysis Technique 

The collected documentary evidence is 

analysed using documentary analysis, a widely 

accepted qualitative research technique that involves 

the systematic examination, interpretation, 

organization, and critical evaluation of written 

documents to generate meaningful insights related 

to the research objectives. Documentary analysis is 

particularly appropriate for historical and 

philosophical investigations because it enables 

researchers to reconstruct educational ideas from 

authentic documentary evidence. 

In the present study, documentary analysis is 

employed to identify, interpret, and synthesize the 

major educational themes emerging from Dr. Syama 

Prasad Mukherjee's writings, speeches, educational 

initiatives, and institutional contributions concerning 

mother-tongue education and the development of the 

Bengali language. Each document is carefully 

examined several times to identify recurring 

concepts, philosophical assumptions, educational 

principles, and language-related perspectives. 

The documentary analysis is conducted through the 

following stages: 

Document Selection 

Relevant documents are selected based on their 

direct relationship with Dr. Mukherjee's educational 

philosophy, language advocacy, educational 

administration, and contributions to Bengali 

language development. 

 

Data Organization 

The collected documents are systematically 

classified into major thematic categories, including: 

• Mother-tongue education 

• Bengali language development 

• Language policy 

• Educational nationalism 

• Cultural preservation 
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• Multilingual education 

• Higher education reforms 

• Educational leadership 

 

Thematic Analysis 

Themes emerging from the documentary evidence 

are identified, coded, compared, and critically 

analysed. Particular emphasis is placed on 

understanding the philosophical assumptions 

underlying Dr. Mukherjee's advocacy of mother-

tongue education and his educational vision for 

strengthening the Bengali language. 

 

Interpretation 

The identified themes are interpreted within their 

historical, educational, cultural, and political 

contexts. This stage seeks to explain the meaning, 

significance, and educational implications of Dr. 

Mukherjee's ideas concerning language, identity, 

and educational development. 

 

Contemporary Evaluation 

The final stage involves comparing Dr. 

Mukherjee's educational philosophy with 

contemporary educational policies and practices, 

particularly those reflected in the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020, multilingual 

education initiatives, and current debates on mother-

tongue instruction and regional language 

development. This comparative evaluation 

facilitates an assessment of the continuing relevance 

of his educational vision for present-day Indian 

education. 

Through documentary analysis, the present 

study develops a coherent, comprehensive, and 

critical understanding of Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue education and 

the development of the Bengali language, while 

highlighting its significance for contemporary 

educational theory, language policy, and educational 

practice. 

 

IV. Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee's Vision 

for Mother-Tongue Education and the 

Development of the Bengali Language 
Philosophy of Mother-Tongue Education 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee regarded the 

mother tongue as the most natural and effective 

medium for education because it enables learners to 

understand knowledge through the language that 

shapes their earliest experiences, cultural values, 

and intellectual development. He believed that 

education delivered through the mother tongue not 

only improves comprehension but also strengthens 

emotional attachment to one's culture and society. 

According to Mukherjee, language is much more 

than a tool for communication; it represents the 

collective memory, history, literature, and identity of 

a people. Therefore, an education system that 

neglects indigenous languages risks weakening both 

cultural continuity and national consciousness 

(Mukherjee, 1944/2018).Although Mukherjee 

acknowledged the importance of English as an 

international language of science and 

communication, he argued that Indian languages 

should occupy a central position in the country's 

educational system. In his educational philosophy, 

learning through one's mother tongue develops 

intellectual confidence and encourages students to 

engage more actively with knowledge. He therefore 

envisioned an education system in which regional 

languages formed the foundation of learning while 

other languages expanded students' academic and 

global opportunities (Singh, 2009). His ideas 

continue to resonate with contemporary discussions 

on inclusive and culturally responsive education. 

 

Language as a Medium of Cognitive Development 

Mukherjee firmly believed that meaningful 

learning occurs when students acquire knowledge 

through a language they understand naturally. He 

argued that the mother tongue enables learners to 

grasp complex concepts more effectively because it 

connects new knowledge with their existing 

experiences and cultural understanding. According 

to his educational philosophy, language plays a 

crucial role in developing reasoning ability, 

creativity, critical thinking, and effective 

communication.Modern educational research 

supports this perspective. Cummins (2000) observed 

that cognitive development is strengthened when 

learners initially receive instruction in their first 

language, while Mohanty (2019) demonstrated that 

mother-tongue education significantly enhances 

conceptual understanding, classroom participation, 

and academic achievement in multilingual societies. 

Mukherjee anticipated these educational principles 

decades earlier by advocating that Indian 

educational institutions should provide learners with 

opportunities to study through their native languages 

while simultaneously promoting multilingual 

competence. 

Mother Tongue and National Identity 

One of the defining features of Mukherjee's 

educational thought was his conviction that 

language and national identity are deeply 

interconnected. He believed that a nation's cultural 

heritage, historical experiences, and intellectual 

traditions are preserved and transmitted through its 
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languages. Consequently, education should 

encourage learners to value their mother tongue as 

an integral part of their personal and national 

identity.Mukherjee viewed the promotion of 

regional languages not as a challenge to national 

unity but as a means of strengthening India's cultural 

diversity. He argued that genuine national 

integration could be achieved only when the 

country's linguistic communities received equal 

respect and opportunities for educational 

development. His vision reflected an inclusive 

understanding of nationalism that celebrated India's 

multilingual heritage while encouraging unity 

through cultural diversity (Ganguly, 2018). In this 

sense, mother-tongue education was not merely an 

educational strategy but also an instrument for 

nurturing responsible citizens who appreciate both 

their regional heritage and national identity. 

 

Language, Culture, and Civilization 

Mukherjee consistently emphasized that 

language is one of the strongest foundations of 

civilization. He believed that every language carries 

within it the philosophical traditions, literary 

achievements, moral values, and historical 

experiences of its people. Therefore, preserving 

regional languages through education is essential for 

safeguarding cultural heritage and ensuring 

continuity between generations.Particular 

importance was given to the Bengali language, 

which Mukherjee regarded as a rich intellectual 

tradition capable of supporting higher education, 

scientific inquiry, and literary scholarship. He 

rejected the notion that regional languages were 

inadequate for advanced learning and instead 

encouraged educational institutions to strengthen 

Bengali as a language of teaching, research, and 

academic discourse (Bakshi, 1991). At the same 

time, he advocated a balanced educational approach 

in which learners remained rooted in their own 

linguistic traditions while engaging with modern 

scientific knowledge and global intellectual 

developments. 

 

Educational Equity through Mother-Tongue 

Instruction 

Mukherjee also perceived mother-tongue 

education as an important means of achieving 

educational equity and social justice. He recognized 

that many learners face academic difficulties when 

education is delivered exclusively through 

unfamiliar languages. Such barriers often reduce 

participation, confidence, and learning outcomes, 

particularly among students from rural and 

linguistically diverse communities.According to 

Mukherjee, providing education through the mother 

tongue enables learners to participate more actively 

in classroom discussions, understand concepts more 

clearly, and develop stronger academic confidence. 

He believed that language should function as a 

bridge rather than a barrier to education. His 

commitment to linguistic accessibility reflected a 

broader concern for democratizing educational 

opportunities and ensuring that quality education 

remained accessible to all sections of society. 

These views correspond closely with 

international educational research. UNESCO (2003) 

has emphasized that mother-tongue instruction 

promotes inclusive, equitable, and quality education, 

while Mohanty (2019) argues that multilingual 

education rooted in learners' native languages 

significantly improves educational participation and 

learning outcomes. 

 

Importance of Multilingual Competence 

Although Mukherjee strongly advocated 

mother-tongue education, he never viewed 

multilingualism as contradictory to this objective. 

Instead, he believed that mastery of one's mother 

tongue provides a strong intellectual foundation 

upon which additional languages can be 

successfully learned. According to his educational 

philosophy, students should acquire proficiency in 

their native language while also learning other 

Indian and international languages to broaden their 

educational, cultural, and professional horizons. 

Mukherjee regarded multilingual 

competence as essential for promoting intercultural 

understanding, national integration, and global 

engagement. He believed that respect for one's own 

language naturally encourages respect for the 

linguistic traditions of others. This balanced 

educational perspective anticipated many principles 

reflected in the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020, which recommends mother-tongue instruction 

during the foundational years while encouraging 

multilingual learning throughout the educational 

system (Government of India, 2020). 

 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee and the 

Development of the Bengali Language 

A significant aspect of Mukherjee's 

educational contribution was his commitment to 

strengthening the position of the Bengali language 

within higher education. During his tenure as Vice-

Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, he 

encouraged greater use of Bengali in teaching, 

academic administration, and scholarly activities. 

He believed that higher education should remain 
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accessible to students through languages that 

reflected their cultural and intellectual backgrounds. 

Mukherjee also supported the expansion of 

Bengali literature, academic writing, and research 

publications. He emphasized that regional languages 

should continuously develop modern scientific, 

technical, and educational vocabulary so that they 

could effectively serve as languages of higher 

learning. His efforts reflected the belief that 

linguistic development is inseparable from 

educational progress and national advancement 

(Ganguly, 2018). 

His vision remains highly relevant in 

contemporary India, where educational policies 

increasingly recognize the importance of 

multilingual education, regional languages, and 

culturally responsive pedagogy. The emphasis 

placed by the National Education Policy (2020) on 

mother-tongue instruction, Indian languages, and 

multilingual education demonstrates that many of 

Mukherjee's educational ideas continue to influence 

discussions on educational reform and language 

policy. 

 

V. Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee's 

Contributions to the Development of the 

Bengali Language 
Promotion of Bengali in Higher Education 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee made 

significant contributions to strengthening the status 

of the Bengali language within higher education at a 

time when English continued to dominate university 

instruction and academic administration in colonial 

India. As an eminent educationist, Mukherjee 

believed that higher education should remain 

intellectually rigorous while simultaneously 

reflecting the linguistic and cultural realities of 

Indian society. He argued that universities should 

not function merely as institutions that reproduce 

colonial educational traditions; instead, they should 

become centres for promoting indigenous 

languages, knowledge systems, and cultural self-

confidence (Mukherjee, 1944/2018). 

Mukherjee maintained that regional 

languages, particularly Bengali, possessed sufficient 

intellectual richness to support advanced scholarship 

and university-level teaching. According to his 

educational philosophy, students are able to 

participate more effectively in higher learning when 

they engage with academic content through a 

language that is closely connected to their cultural 

experiences and intellectual development. He 

therefore encouraged the wider use of Bengali in 

university education without undermining the 

importance of English for international 

communication and scientific exchange (Singh, 

2009). 

His educational outlook reflected a 

balanced approach rather than linguistic 

exclusivism. Mukherjee did not advocate replacing 

English entirely; instead, he envisioned a 

multilingual university system where Bengali could 

flourish alongside English and other Indian 

languages. Such an approach aimed to democratize 

higher education by reducing linguistic barriers 

while simultaneously preserving academic 

excellence. This philosophy anticipated many 

contemporary debates concerning linguistic 

inclusiveness and equitable access to higher 

education (Mohanty, 2019). 

 

Bengali as a Medium of Instruction 

One of the most progressive dimensions of 

Mukherjee's educational philosophy was his 

advocacy of Bengali as a medium of instruction. He 

believed that effective learning depends not only on 

the quality of teaching but also on the language 

through which knowledge is transmitted. According 

to Mukherjee, learners develop stronger conceptual 

understanding, analytical ability, and intellectual 

confidence when instruction is delivered through 

their mother tongue. 

He argued that the continued dependence 

on English as the exclusive medium of higher 

education limited educational participation for many 

students whose primary language was Bengali. In 

his view, promoting Bengali as a medium of 

instruction would make higher education more 

accessible while encouraging independent thinking 

and scholarly creativity. Rather than treating Bengali 

merely as a literary language, Mukherjee 

emphasized its potential to become a language of 

science, philosophy, social sciences, and 

professional education (Ganguly, 2018). 

Contemporary educational research 

strongly supports this perspective. Cummins (2000) 

demonstrated that education delivered through the 

first language strengthens cognitive development 

and facilitates deeper conceptual learning. Similarly, 

UNESCO (2003) emphasized that instruction 

through the mother tongue promotes educational 

equity, meaningful participation, and improved 

learning outcomes. Mukherjee's advocacy therefore 

reflected principles that later became internationally 

recognized within multilingual education research. 

 

Role as Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Calcutta 
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee's tenure as 

Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta 

represents one of the most influential periods in the 

history of modern Indian higher education. 

Assuming office at an exceptionally young age, he 

introduced several educational reforms aimed at 

improving academic quality, institutional 

governance, and linguistic inclusiveness. His 

administration combined respect for India's 

intellectual heritage with a commitment to 

educational modernization and scientific 

advancement (Bakshi, 1991). 

As Vice-Chancellor, Mukherjee actively 

encouraged the expansion of Bengali within 

academic and administrative activities. He believed 

that universities should serve not only as centres of 

advanced learning but also as institutions 

responsible for preserving and promoting regional 

languages and cultural traditions. Under his 

leadership, greater attention was given to 

strengthening Bengali scholarship, encouraging 

academic publications, and expanding opportunities 

for students to engage with higher education through 

their native language (Ganguly, 2018). 

Mukherjee's educational leadership 

reflected a broader philosophy in which language 

development formed an integral component of 

national development. His university reforms 

demonstrated that academic modernization and the 

promotion of indigenous languages could progress 

simultaneously rather than existing in opposition to 

one another. 

 

Support for Bengali Literature and Scholarship 

Mukherjee consistently recognized the 

Bengali language as a major intellectual and literary 

tradition capable of contributing significantly to 

national education. He believed that universities 

should encourage research, creative writing, 

translation, and scholarly publication in Bengali so 

that the language could continue evolving as an 

effective medium for higher learning and academic 

discourse. 

He encouraged scholars and educators to 

produce original academic works in Bengali while 

simultaneously translating important scientific, 

historical, philosophical, and literary texts from 

other languages. Such efforts, according to 

Mukherjee, would enrich Bengali vocabulary, 

strengthen academic terminology, and expand 

opportunities for knowledge dissemination among 

wider sections of society (Singh, 2009). 

His educational philosophy emphasized that 

language development depends not only on 

everyday communication but also on sustained 

scholarly activity. Consequently, he regarded 

universities, researchers, writers, and teachers as 

important contributors to the intellectual growth of 

Bengali. This perspective remains relevant today, 

particularly in efforts to strengthen regional 

language scholarship within higher education. 

 

Language and Cultural Preservation 

For Mukherjee, language and culture were 

inseparable dimensions of national life. He believed 

that every language embodies the historical 

experiences, literary traditions, ethical values, and 

collective memory of its people. Therefore, 

preserving the Bengali language through education 

was not merely a linguistic objective but also a 

cultural responsibility. 

Mukherjee argued that educational 

institutions should cultivate appreciation for Bengali 

literature, history, philosophy, and artistic traditions 

alongside modern scientific education. According to 

him, cultural preservation does not require rejection 

of global knowledge; instead, learners should 

remain firmly rooted in their own linguistic and 

cultural heritage while engaging constructively with 

international intellectual developments (Mukherjee, 

1944/2018). 

His philosophy anticipated contemporary 

perspectives on culturally responsive education, 

which recognize that students learn more 

meaningfully when educational experiences 

acknowledge and respect their linguistic and cultural 

identities (Mohanty, 2019). By strengthening the 

Bengali language within education, Mukherjee 

sought to ensure continuity between India's 

historical traditions and its future educational 

development. 

 

Institutional Initiatives for Bengali Language 

Development 

Beyond his philosophical writings, 

Mukherjee supported several institutional initiatives 

aimed at strengthening the long-term development 

of the Bengali language. He believed that 

sustainable language development requires active 

support from universities, educational authorities, 

scholars, and government institutions. Accordingly, 

he encouraged initiatives designed to expand 

Bengali as a language of instruction, research, 

administration, and scholarly communication. 

His educational vision included the 

preparation of academic textbooks in Bengali, the 

standardization of technical terminology, 

encouragement of scholarly publications, support 

for literary research, and greater recognition of 

Bengali within university curricula. Mukherjee 
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believed that institutional commitment was essential 

for enabling regional languages to respond 

successfully to the demands of modern education, 

science, and technology (Ganguly, 2018). 

Many of these ideas continue to influence 

contemporary educational policy. The National 

Education Policy (Government of India, 2020) 

encourages higher educational institutions to 

strengthen Indian languages through translation, 

digital resources, research publications, and 

multidisciplinary scholarship. In many respects, 

these policy initiatives reflect principles that 

Mukherjee articulated several decades earlier. 

Overall, Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee's 

contributions to the development of the Bengali 

language extended far beyond symbolic advocacy. 

His educational philosophy combined linguistic 

empowerment, cultural preservation, academic 

excellence, and institutional reform within a 

coherent vision of national education. His efforts 

demonstrated that regional languages can 

successfully function as languages of higher 

learning while simultaneously preserving cultural 

identity and supporting intellectual progress. 

Consequently, his contributions remain highly 

relevant to contemporary discussions on 

multilingual education, language policy, and 

educational transformation in India. 

 

VI. Relevance to Contemporary Indian 

Education 
Mother-Tongue Education and NEP 2020 

Dr. Syama Prasad Mukherjee's advocacy of mother-

tongue education closely aligns with the vision of 

the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which 

recommends the use of the home language or 

mother tongue as the preferred medium of 

instruction during the early years of schooling. 

Mukherjee believed that education rooted in the 

learner's native language enhances comprehension, 

intellectual confidence, and cultural awareness. 

Similarly, NEP 2020 recognizes that learning 

through the mother tongue promotes meaningful 

learning, improves academic achievement, and 

strengthens learners' connection with their cultural 

heritage (Government of India, 2020). 

Multilingual Education 

Mukherjee viewed multilingualism as a strength 

rather than a barrier. While emphasizing the 

importance of the mother tongue, he also 

encouraged the learning of additional Indian and 

international languages to broaden students' 

educational and professional opportunities. This 

perspective is consistent with contemporary 

multilingual education, which seeks to develop 

linguistic competence while respecting regional 

language diversity. Research suggests that 

multilingual education enhances cognitive 

flexibility, communication skills, and intercultural 

understanding (Mohanty, 2019). 

Foundational Literacy and Early Childhood 

Education 

The importance Mukherjee attached to mother-

tongue instruction is particularly relevant to 

foundational literacy and early childhood education. 

Children learn concepts more effectively when 

instruction begins in a familiar language, enabling 

stronger language acquisition and cognitive 

development. UNESCO (2003) and NEP 2020 both 

emphasize that early education in the mother tongue 

improves literacy, classroom participation, and long-

term academic success, reflecting principles that 

were central to Mukherjee's educational philosophy. 

Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 

Mukherjee believed that education should preserve 

India's intellectual traditions while embracing 

scientific and modern knowledge. His support for 

Indian languages, cultural values, and indigenous 

scholarship corresponds closely with the objectives 

of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) promoted 

under NEP 2020. Integrating local knowledge, 

literature, philosophy, and history into education 

enables learners to develop a balanced 

understanding of both national heritage and global 

perspectives (Government of India, 2020). 

Language, Identity, and Cultural Heritage 

Mukherjee regarded language as an essential 

component of cultural identity and national 

development. He argued that regional languages, 

particularly Bengali, preserve a community's 

literature, history, and collective memory. Promoting 

education through the mother tongue therefore 

contributes not only to academic development but 

also to the preservation of cultural heritage and 

social cohesion. Contemporary scholarship similarly 

recognizes that language plays a vital role in 

strengthening identity, inclusion, and cultural 

continuity (Cummins, 2000; Mohanty, 2019). 

 

Digital Era and Regional Language Development 

The rapid expansion of digital education has created 

new opportunities for the development of regional 

languages. Digital platforms, e-learning resources, 

online libraries, and artificial intelligence-based 

translation technologies have increased access to 

educational materials in Indian languages. 

Mukherjee's vision of strengthening Bengali in 

education remains relevant in this context, as 

technology can facilitate the creation, dissemination, 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 6, Issue 4, Jul. – Aug., 2026, pp: 248-260                         ISSN: 3048-6874  

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

DOI: 10.35629/6874-0604248260    | Impact Factor value 7.52 |   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal      Page 259 

and preservation of regional language resources for 

future generations (Government of India, 2020). 

Policy Implications 

Mukherjee's educational philosophy offers valuable 

insights for contemporary language policy in India. 

Educational institutions should strengthen mother-

tongue instruction, encourage multilingual learning, 

support research and publication in regional 

languages, and develop quality digital resources in 

Indian languages. Policymakers should also invest 

in teacher preparation, translation initiatives, and 

curriculum development that promote linguistic 

diversity while ensuring academic excellence. Such 

measures can contribute to a more inclusive, 

culturally responsive, and equitable education 

system, consistent with both Mukherjee's 

educational vision and the objectives of NEP 2020. 

 

VII. Discussion 
The present study sought to explore Dr. 

Syama Prasad Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue 

education and examine his contributions to the 

development of the Bengali language from a 

qualitative and historical perspective. The findings 

indicate that Mukherjee regarded the mother tongue 

not merely as a medium of communication but as 

the intellectual, cultural, and emotional foundation 

of education. His educational philosophy 

emphasized that meaningful learning is achieved 

when learners acquire knowledge through a 

language that reflects their cultural experiences and 

social identity. This perspective anticipated many 

contemporary principles of learner-centred and 

culturally responsive education (Mukherjee, 

1944/2018).One of the major findings of the study is 

that Mukherjee viewed the promotion of the Bengali 

language as an essential component of educational 

development and national progress. His efforts to 

strengthen Bengali within higher education 

demonstrate his belief that regional languages 

possess the intellectual capacity to function as 

languages of teaching, research, and academic 

scholarship. Rather than opposing English, he 

advocated a balanced multilingual educational 

framework in which Bengali and other Indian 

languages could coexist with global languages to 

expand educational opportunities (Singh, 2009).The 

study further reveals that Mukherjee's philosophy 

closely aligns with contemporary educational 

discourse on multilingualism and mother-tongue-

based education. International research has 

consistently demonstrated that instruction through 

the first language enhances conceptual 

understanding, cognitive development, classroom 

participation, and academic achievement (Cummins, 

2000; UNESCO, 2003). Similarly, Mohanty (2019) 

emphasized that multilingual education promotes 

educational equity while preserving linguistic 

diversity. These findings reinforce the continuing 

relevance of Mukherjee's educational thought within 

present-day language education.Another important 

finding concerns Mukherjee's contribution as Vice-

Chancellor of the University of Calcutta. His 

initiatives to encourage Bengali in higher education, 

promote scholarly publications, and strengthen 

indigenous knowledge reflected a broader 

commitment to educational modernization without 

compromising cultural identity. His educational 

leadership illustrates that institutional excellence 

and the promotion of regional languages are 

complementary rather than contradictory objectives 

(Ganguly, 2018).The analysis also demonstrates a 

strong conceptual relationship between Mukherjee's 

educational philosophy and the objectives of the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The policy's 

emphasis on mother-tongue instruction, multilingual 

education, Indian Knowledge Systems, and the 

promotion of Indian languages reflects principles 

that Mukherjee advocated several decades earlier 

(Government of India, 2020). Although the 

historical context has changed considerably, his 

educational ideas continue to provide valuable 

guidance for developing inclusive, culturally 

responsive, and linguistically diverse educational 

systems.At the same time, the study recognizes that 

contemporary education operates within a rapidly 

evolving technological and global environment. 

Digital learning, artificial intelligence, multilingual 

online resources, and international academic 

collaboration have transformed educational 

practices. Consequently, the significance of 

Mukherjee's philosophy lies not in its literal 

application but in its enduring principles of 

linguistic inclusion, cultural preservation, academic 

excellence, and educational accessibility, which 

remain relevant for addressing present-day 

educational challenges. 

 

VIII. Conclusion 
The present study examined Dr. Syama 

Prasad Mukherjee's vision for mother-tongue 

education and his contributions to the development 

of the Bengali language through historical and 

documentary analysis. The findings demonstrate that 

Mukherjee developed a comprehensive educational 

philosophy in which language, culture, education, 

and national development were closely 

interconnected. He regarded the mother tongue as 

the most effective medium for intellectual growth, 

cultural continuity, and meaningful learning while 
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simultaneously supporting multilingual competence 

and global engagement.The study further reveals 

that Mukherjee's contributions extended beyond 

educational theory to practical reforms in higher 

education. His leadership at the University of 

Calcutta promoted Bengali as a language of 

scholarship, encouraged academic modernization, 

and strengthened the relationship between higher 

education and India's linguistic heritage. These 

contributions continue to occupy an important place 

in the history of Indian education.A major 

conclusion emerging from the study is that 

Mukherjee's educational philosophy remains highly 

relevant to contemporary educational reforms. The 

principles of mother-tongue education, multilingual 

learning, Indian Knowledge Systems, and regional 

language development promoted under the National 

Education Policy (2020) reflect educational 

concerns that were central to his vision. His 

philosophy therefore provides a valuable framework 

for understanding how language can contribute to 

educational inclusion, cultural preservation, and 

national development.The study also highlights the 

importance of strengthening regional languages 

through quality teaching, research, digital resources, 

translation, and institutional support. Such initiatives 

can enhance educational accessibility while 

preserving India's rich linguistic and cultural 

diversity.In conclusion, Dr. Syama Prasad 

Mukherjee should be recognized not only as an 

eminent educationist and university administrator 

but also as an important thinker in the field of 

language education. His vision for mother-tongue 

education and the development of the Bengali 

language continues to offer meaningful insights for 

researchers, educators, policymakers, and 

educational institutions seeking to build an 

inclusive, multilingual, and culturally responsive 

education system. The study therefore affirms that 

his educational philosophy remains a significant 

intellectual resource for contemporary Indian 

education and provides a strong foundation for 

future research on language policy, multilingual 

education, and regional language development. 
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