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Abstract 
Ravinder Singh is an Indian evolving novelist and a 

technologist. He wrote nine novels. His novels 

mostly based on love and life. His debut novel I Too 

Had a Love Story has the story of real incident 

which he faced in his love life. His manuscript of 

this was passed to the publisher Srishti and it has its 

initial publication at 2008. In 2011, it was published 

as an audio book. Later it is republished by Penguin 

Books. It is translated in Kannada language entitled 

Nannadu Ondu Prema kathe. The story revolves the 

reunion of three friends and their revealing of events 

happened in life. This novel has the themes of 

reality, friendship, love, despair, hope and it has an 

autobiographical element. It tries to teach life 

lessons with simple, elegant and easy understanding 

language. Novelist portrays that lessons from life 

events make philosophy and history through the 

interpretation of that event into tale or narration. 

Novelist helps readers to heal the wound of past 

which could be balmed through the reading and 

listening. How Ravinder Singh narrated, interpreted, 

overcame, evolved, listened, expressed, exclaimed, 

elongated, longed, penned, portrayed, crystallized, 

found the tale or a novel would be analyzed in 

detail. 
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Global village shrinks by the digital world of 

communication. By science and belief entire earth 

rotates and revolves. Each and every living unit of 

the world has the unseen bond between them which 

makes their relationship limitless and connected. 

Evolution of language gave name for that unseen 

bond is Love. Poets, fictionist, philosophers, gave 

various definitions for love. Especially the 

philosopher Plato says about love in his Republic 

that “At the touch of Love, Everyone becomes poet” 

(Plato). 

 “Platonic Love” is the term which is used 

by the successors of Plato to explain matured love 

between people. It is beyond the expectation of 

physical love. It is not for longing about separation 

or being distended. It is the common pleasurable 

emotion between lovers who are more 

understanding and matured behavior about absence 

or distant of loved ones. It is mentioned of John 

Donne in one of his poem entitled A Valediction: 

Forbidding Mourning. “Our two souls therefore, 

which are one,  

Though I must go, endure not yet 

A breach, but an expansion, 

Like gold to airy thinness beat.” (John Donne) 

 Philosophers, poets and authors penned 

about love, separation and death by many literary 

works. While being in love it is described; while 

being separated it is longed; while the unfortunate 

happens it is mourned in works. In philosophies it is 

expressed as a seeking of wisdom as Socrates said in 

Symposium. “Love is Madness” (Socrates) 
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 Through this Socrates tried to prove that 

love is termed to search of wisdom. Sarcastically, he 

says that if the love wins man gets wife; if love fails 

man becomes philosopher. On the other part the 

word love is cursed or kindled by some writers. 

Alexander Pope in his “Essay On Criticism” says 

about love as “Fools rush into Where Angels Fear to 

Tread”(Pope). 

 Likewise our world rotates with different 

opinions of mankind about all the things. 

Meanwhile the novel “I Too Had a Love Story” by 

Ravinder Singh, is all about love which come across 

the life of protagonist Ravin and how it is left him in 

this world. The protagonist of the novel is Ravin 

depicts the real person Ravinder Singh who wrote 

this novel. So it is a real incident which happened in 

life of ravinder Singh. He wrote with dedicatory 

note “The loving memory of the girl whom I 

loved, yet could not marry.”(Ravinder Singh) 

This gives keynote to the readers that something 

happened unfortunately which turns his life doomed 

for years. The novel has chapters named Reunion, 

Khushi, Another Step Closer, Face to Face, Away 

from Her, The Return, The Unexpected, Without 

Her, The Present. Titles itself gave the tagline of a 

story. Ravin had friends named Amardeep, 

Manpreet and Happy. They made reunion in 

Kolkata and advised Ravin to enroll his name in 

matrimony to get perfect match. Ravin has been 

working in Bhuvaneshwar, while in Bhuvaneshwar 

he registered his name in Matrimony. To leave a 

comical note he compared Engineering Application 

and Shadi Application sarcastically. He gave a note 

that even filling application of shadhi is so difficult. 

That gives comical relief to the readers. Later he got 

message through shadhi profile of a girl named 

Khushi from Noida, Delhi. They started their 

chatting and calls which made them understanding. 

She is also working woman. Both of them expressed 

their reality and expectations which made them 

closer as well as more amicable. The days were 

passed by the way expected by Ravin. They met 

each other in person at the airport of Delhi. They 

wore Olive green T-shirt without informing each 

other in prior. That Olive green is portrayed as the 

symbol of happy days which could be expected by 

the lovers in this novel. Green colour is used as a 

positive note in this narration. Khushi’s family gave 

a amicable approach towards the Ravin. Khushi and 

Ravin spent time at outside. At night, they were 

struck by heavy rain which made Khushi in trouble 

to reach home at time. Ravin takes care of her at the 

rain and dropped her in home. This made the hope 

among lovers as well as their parents. Soon, they 

fixed for the date of betrothal. It made Ravin and 

Khushi to fly like a bird in the sky; they flew with 

the wings of happiness. Ravin selected the betrothal 

saree. All is on welcoming carpet until Khushi 

meets a terrible accident before the days of 

engagement. This made Ravin completely baffled. 

He spent days in hospital along with her and prayed 

for Khushi’s recovery. Those days were expressed 

by the novelist made the readers empathized. The 

pain he shouted in the words of novel. He has a 

hope that Khushi would come back to him. In ICU 

he couldn’t see her, while scanning he happened to 

see her and he started melting inside and said,

 “I don’t want to see that going away from 

me because I simply cannot think of living without 

you. Come back to me, please. Open your eyes and 

see, your shona is here for you.”(Ravinder 

Singh165) 

   This made readers to roll down the tears on 

their cheeks. This made Ravin to be extinct while 

existing. A night he travelled to Chandigarh to 

collect his mother who longed to see Khushi. While 

travelling on bus, he went to deep sleep because of 

not getting proper food and sleep for a week. And he 

is weighed with heart full of stress. He had a dream 

that Khushi in Betrothal saree and has an 

engagement ring by sitting next to him. Ravin with 

great astonishment sees her and asked her whether 

she is ok are not. Ravin started to believe the dream 

as real. Khushi made Ravin to wear the engagement 

ring by saying that she wants to be his wife and she 

doesn’t have enough time, and she fed him with 

“Rajma Chawal” his favorite, at the moment he felt 

a vibration in his pocket. He saw that his phone is 

ringing. The time is 4.00am, the screen of mobile 

showed, “Khushi Calling” (Ravinder Singh 186). He 

felt something is feary. And he attended, at opposite 

dad of Khushi uttered,   “Beta… it’s sad news. 

Our Khushi is no more. She left us a few minutes 

ago.” (Ravinder Singh 186). 

That’s it. All were demolished. He is blank now. He 

forgot to breathe and blink even. All were moved 

down under his feet. He saw his hand. He found that 

ring is missing which is worn by Khushi. He 

understood that everything happened in dream. 

Almost he realized that his life is shattered down. It 

could be explained by the lines in Bell Jar , “The 

silence depressed me. It wasn’t the silence of 

silence. It was my own silence”. (Sylvia Plath). 

  He started to lead his life silently with great 

depression but without expectation. While entering 

into his office again, his friends asked about 

engagement unknowingly, he said, “She died. I 

survived. Because I survived, I died every day. I 

was bound by my stars to live a lonely 

life.”(Ravinder Singh 191) 
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It meant he is mentally dying every day with the 

thoughts of Khushi. Days later he met a child 

playing in park. During playing child fell down. He 

rushed and helped the child to correct her hair and 

dress. And he said that nothing happened to her as 

well as she was good too.She told him that her name 

was “Khushi”. He smiled and said that was nice 

name and walked away to home. This makes that 

the hope just flourishing on his mind.  “Love is a 

serious disease” (Plato) 

 Plato says it in his Phaedrus. This suits the 

Ravinder Singh’s plight. But this thing only made 

him as a novelist as Socrates said in Symposium. 

Socrates said if man fails in his love he would 

become philosopher. Here Ravinder became 

novelist. He is the author of nine novels. Platonic 

love also resides in the reaction of Ravin who 

remains with the thought of Khushi as well as his 

smile towards the name itself. He takes the life as it 

is. John Donne’s poem was example of Platonic 

love and Ravinder Singh’s I Too Had A Love Story 

is also the example of Platonic love as well. 

  When July 20 and February 24 occurs 

Ravin has the specified as well as unexplained 

feeling in his mind. Because July 20 is the first day 

Khushi messaged her and February 24 is the death 

day of Khushi. Ravin had nightmares always. He 

used to wake up at 4.00am because of nightmares. 

That is the time which he heared the news of 

Khushi’s death through the phone. It provided the 

silence and slender feeling in Ravin. Ruin or reign 

after the unfortunate in love belongs to the mental 

stability of person. It distinguishes among people. 

Ravin chose writing of it. He reigned himself in his 

writing. He gave life to Khushi through the novel. 

When reading happens Khushi gets life in every 

spell and she lives in Everyone’s mind. Their love 

remains in every reader’s heart. This made existence 

after extinction. Worried Ravi extinct; Novelist Ravi 

exists. ”Otherwise, I wouldn’t have come across 

the author in me”. (Ravinder singh)  

Died Khusi extinct; loveable matured Khusi exists 

in everyone’s mind. And this novel had a sequel 

named Can Love Happen Twice? 
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