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This study examines effect of Poverty on educational 

status, and the act of committing crime in Hong 

Local Government Area (LGA) of Adamawa State, 

Nigeria. Hong LGA, a predominantly rural area, 

faces significant socio-economic challenges, 

including high poverty rates, limited access to 

quality education, and inadequate infrastructure. 

These conditions have created an environment 

where many individuals, particularly youths, are 

driven to criminal activities as a means of survival. 

Using a mixed-methods approach, this research 

explored how poverty and low educational 

attainment contribute to the prevalence of crime in 

the region. Data were collected through the use of 

questionnaires focusing on the socio-economic 

conditions of residents, their educational 

backgrounds, and their involvement in criminal 

activities. The findings reveal a strong correlation 

between poverty, low educational status, and crime, 

with economic desperation and limited opportunities 

identified as key drivers of criminal behavior. The 

study also highlighted the role of weakened social 

institutions and community structures in fostering 

an environment conducive to crime. Based on the 

findings, the study recommends targeted 

interventions aimed at poverty alleviation, improved 

access to quality education, and the strengthening of 

community support systems as strategies for 

reducing crime in Hong LGA. This research 

contributes to the broader discourse on the socio-

economic determinants of crime and provides 

actionable insights for policymakers and 

stakeholders working to promote sustainable 

development and community safety in rural Nigeria. 
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I. Introduction: 
Poverty and crime are two pressing social 

issues that have significant implications for the 

development and stability of communities 

worldwide. In Nigeria, particularly in rural areas 

such as Hong Local Government Area (LGA) of 

Adamawa State, the interplay between poverty, 

educational status, and crime has become a growing 

concern.  

Hong LGA, located in the northeastern part 

of Nigeria, is predominantly rural and faces 

numerous socio-economic challenges. The area is 

characterized by high poverty rates, limited access 

to quality education, and inadequate infrastructure. 

These conditions have created an environment 

where many individuals struggle to meet their basic 

needs, leading to increased vulnerability to criminal 

behavior. Poverty in Hong LGA is exacerbated by 

factors such as unemployment, low agricultural 

productivity, and limited access to financial 

resources. These economic hardships often force 

individuals, particularly youths, to seek alternative 

means of survival, some of which may involve 

illegal activities. 

Educational status plays a critical role in 

shaping the socio-economic prospects of individuals 

and communities. In Hong LGA, access to quality 

education is limited due to factors such as 

inadequate school facilities, a shortage of qualified 

teachers, and cultural barriers that discourage formal 

education, especially for girls. Low educational 

attainment limits opportunities for gainful 

employment, perpetuating the cycle of poverty and 

increasing the likelihood of individuals engaging in 

crime. Studies have shown that individuals with 

higher levels of education are less likely to 

participate in criminal activities, as education 

provides the skills and knowledge needed to pursue 

legitimate economic opportunities. 

Cases of crime are rampant in our society, one may 

begin to wonder what is responsible for such. For 

instance, Netnewsledger (2019), reported that causes 

of crime are: Peer Pressure, Drugs, Politics, 

Religion, Background, Society, Unemployment, 

Unequal Justice System, Unequal Rights and Unfair 
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justice System. However, poverty is a situation in 

which one finds himself in a deplorable condition, it 

could lead to the act of committing crime in the 

society. The act of committing crime in Hong LGA 

manifests in various forms, including theft, burglary, 

armed robbery, and communal violence. These 

crimes are often driven by economic desperation, 

social exclusion, and a lack of viable alternatives for 

income generation. The prevalence of crime not 

only undermines the safety and well-being of 

residents but also hinders the socio-economic 

development of the area. Understanding the root 

causes of crime in Hong LGA is essential for 

designing effective interventions that address both 

the symptoms and underlying factors.This study 

seeks to explore the relationship between these 

variables, focusing on how poverty and low 

educational attainment contribute to the prevalence 

of criminal activities in the region. 

 

Theoretical Frameworks  

The effect of Poverty on Educational Status 

and the act of committing Crime in Hong Local 

Government Area is a thing of concern not only in 

the local Government area, Adamawa state and in 

totality, Nigeria as a whole. Thus, several theoretical 

frameworks could be applied.  However, it depends 

largely on the certain parameter. Many have studied 

as to how rate of crime is alarming in both the 

developed and the developing Nations. 

Strain Theory. Robert Merton's Strain 

Theory (1938) posits that poverty and crime result 

from the strain between cultural goals (e.g., wealth, 

status) and the means available to achieve them. 

When individuals are unable to achieve their goals 

through legitimate means, they may turn to crime. 

 Rational Choice Theory. This theory, 

developed by Cornish and Clarke (1986), suggests 

that individuals weigh the potential costs and 

benefits of committing a crime. Poverty can increase 

the likelihood of crime by reducing the opportunity 

costs of engaging in illegal activities. 

 Social Learning Theory. Akers' Social 

Learning Theory (1973) proposes that individuals 

learn to commit crime through interactions with 

others who engage in criminal behavior. Poverty can 

increase exposure to criminal networks and social 

norms that promote crime. 

Critical Criminology. This perspective, 

influenced by Marxist and critical theory, argues 

that poverty and crime are symptoms of broader 

structural issues, such as inequality, capitalism, and 

power imbalances. Critical criminologists examine 

how social and economic structures contribute to 

poverty and crime. 

Anomie Theory. Durkheim's Anomie 

Theory (1893) suggests that rapid social change and 

a lack of clear social norms can lead to a sense of 

disorientation and disconnection, increasing the 

likelihood of crime. Poverty can exacerbate anomie 

by creating a sense of disconnection from 

mainstream society. 

Life-Course Theory. This perspective, 

developed by Sampson and Laub (1993), examines 

how individual experiences and circumstances 

across the life course influence the likelihood of 

crime. Poverty can affect life-course trajectories, 

increasing the risk of crime.  

Theoretical frameworks such as strain 

theory and social disorganization theory provide 

useful lenses for analyzing the relationship between 

poverty, educational status, and crime. Strain theory 

suggests that individuals who are unable to achieve 

socially accepted goals through legitimate means 

may resort to crime as an alternative. In the context 

of Hong LGA, the lack of economic opportunities 

and educational resources creates a sense of 

frustration and hopelessness, particularly among 

youths, leading to increased criminal activity. Social 

disorganization theory, on the other hand, 

emphasizes the role of weakened social institutions 

and community structures in fostering crime. In 

Hong LGA, the breakdown of traditional support 

systems and the absence of effective governance 

contribute to an environment where crime can 

thrive. 

This study aims to investigate the effect of 

poverty on educational status, and the act of 

committing crime in Hong LGA, Adamawa State. 

By examining the socio-economic conditions that 

drive criminal behavior, the research seeks to 

provide insights into how poverty alleviation and 

educational improvement can serve as strategies for 

crime prevention. The findings of this study will 

contribute to the development of targeted policies 

and programs aimed at reducing poverty, enhancing 

educational opportunities, and promoting 

community safety in Hong LGA and othersimilar 

contexts. 

 

Research Questions: 

The following research questions evolved to guide 

the conduct of the study, 

i. How does poverty influences crimes in Hong 

local government area? 

ii. What are the relationship between educational 

status and crimein Hong Local Government 

Area? 

iii. Who are those people committing crime in 

Hong Local Government Area? 



 

   

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 2, Mar.-Apr., 2025, pp: 876-882                          ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org 

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified ‘Journal                               Page 878 

Hypotheses 

i. There is no significant difference between 

poverty and crime  

ii. There is significance relation between 

educational status and the act of committing 

crime in the society. 

iii. There is no significant difference between 

literacy level and the act of committing crime. 

 

II. Methodology 
The descriptive survey method was 

adopted for the conduct of this study, which  

comments are about an introduction with regard to 

the systematic methods that will be utilized by a 

researchers’ in collecting data for his study. This 

guide provides an overview of the key essentials in 

one sub-page, including research design which is 

effectively a road map for the study. The next steps 

involve deciding the specific area of focus and 

identifying which population sample would be most 

appropriate for this type of research. Approaches to 

ensure representativeness of data were outlined, 

with attention drawn towards sample size selection 

and appropriate sampling techniques. This chapter 

covers the choice and validation of this data 

gathering device, outlining what procedures were 

performed to ensure it is reliable. 

Finally, the data collection process was 

described providing an overall perspective of how 

all information that were used in this study is 

collected systematically. 

 

Data Presentation and Test of Hypotheses 

Two hundred (200) questionnaires in total 

were given to respondents because the study 

employed questionnaires as its instrument for 

gathering data. A total of 200 questionnaires were 

collected from those that were distributed. Table 4.1 

below displays this. 

 

Table 1 Questionnaire Response Rate 

Questionnaire Frequency Percentage (%) 

Distributed Questionnaire 200 100 

Retrieved  200 100% 

Source: Field Survey (2024) SPSS version 21 

 

The table shows the response rate to a 

questionnaire that was distributed for the study. A 

total of 200 people were gathered from the 

questionnaire distribution, resulting in a 100% 

response rate.  A study response rate of above 75% 

is sufficient to significantly explain the parameters 

in the study just as it is in a complete response rate. 

Consequently, a 100% response rate is seen as high. 

Generally speaking, response rates of 60% or more 

are seen as favorable. This high response rate 

suggests that both the questionnaire and the 

participants were well-designed and that the 

participants were interested in the survey and keen 

to provide feedback.  

 

Demographic Distribution of the Participants 

The demographic characteristics of interest 

to this study were age, gender and educational 

qualification. The frequency distribution and 

percentage of the respondents   information is 

shown below in Table 2.  

 

Table 2. Demographic Information of the Respondents 

S/N Description  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1. Age of the respondents  

1 18 - 25 years 21 10.5 

2 26 - 35 years 118  59.0 

3 36 - 45 years 33 16.5 

4 46 – and above 28 14.0 

    

 Total 200 100.0 

2. Gender of the respondents  

1 Male  117 58.5 

2 Female 83 41.5 

 Total   200 100.0 

3. Educational qualification 

1 SSCE 11 5.5 
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The age Distribution of the respondents 

shows a varied population that is primarily biased 

toward younger people. The largest age group is the 

26-35 years category, comprising 59.0% of the 

sample. This is closely followed by the 36-45 years 

group, which represents 16.5% of the respondents. 

Together, these two groups account for over 75.5% 

of the sample, indicating a strong representation of 

young to early-middle-aged adults. The 18-25 years 

group makes up 14%, showing a moderate 

representation of mid-career individuals. 

Meanwhile, the older age groups, 46 and above 

years, are the least represented, with 10.5%. This 

distribution suggests that the data may be reflective 

of a population that is more dynamic and possibly in 

their most productive and innovative years. 

 The gender distribution of respondents is 

relatively evenly split with the majority of male. The 

sample is 58.5% male and 41.5% female. That 

represents something of a reasonable balance 

between the sexes, while still leaving sizeable room 

for improvement. Although this marginal male 

overrepresentation may reflect either a greater 

opportunity and/or willingness on the part of men to 

participate in the survey, or else gender behavior 

within our sample population it is likely that these 

differences are relatively small. The gender 

breakdown is vital to consider when analyzing 

gender-specific trends or insights of the data. 

Educational characteristics of the 

respondents point to moderately educated sample. 

The biggest chunk - 55% of the total, essentially two 

in every five persons from this age group — carry 

ND/NCE qualifications. • This is then followed by 

those with B.Sc./HND qualifications at 36% which 

indicates that a reasonable percentage of the 

respondents must have gone up the ladder to pursue 

higher education. Respondents with the smallest 

category of 3.5% has only Ph.D.; as a certificate, 

followed by the next with all qualifications below 

SSCE 5.5%. It should be noted that the high level of 

educational attainment among these respondents 

may shape their experiences in relation to 

institutional support, as people with higher levels of 

education tend on average to have different 

perspectives, knowledge and responses than those 

who are less or not educated at all. 

This table presents demographic 

information on age, sex and education of 

respondents. The predominance of young to early 

middle aged adults (26–45) implies that the sample 

was probably representative of a working population 

in the main productive and possibly family-raising 

years--indicative for their worldview and health 

priorities. It provides a gender imbalance that might 

assist in theorizing when we consider about issues 

of sex-based differences. Finally, the high levels of 

educational attainment among respondents suggest 

that our population is relatively well-informed and 

potentially more sophisticated in its understanding 

and consideration of these rather abstract topics 

which could have potentially affected both overall 

input but also data quality. This information is also 

important for properly interpreting the survey results 

and careful consideration of generalizing any 

findings to a sample because many surveys 

conducted online have unrepresentative samples. 

 

HYPOTHESES I 

                                                                TABLE 3 

RESEARCH QUESTION: HOW POVERTY INFLUENCES CRIME IN HONG LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AREA? 

Summary of mean and standard deviation 

RESPONSES MEAN STANDARD DEVIATION 

Strongly agree 114.00 6.811 

Agree 73.87 9.55 

Strongly disagree 3.66 2.33 

Disagree 3.33 2.42 

 

TABLE 3.1 

F. Value  Df Significance level 

439.59 29 0.00 

2 ND/NCE 110 55 

3 B.Sc/HND 72 36 

4 Ph.D/M.Sc/MPA 7 3.5 

 Total 200 100.0 

Source: Field Survey, 2024. 
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Based on the result test on the above table, 

the respondents that strongly agree to poverty can 

lead to crime with the total mean of 114.00 having a 

standard deviation of 6.811 while those that agree 

religious body can lead to crime with the total mean 

of 73.83 with the total standard 9.55  are more than 

the respondents that strongly disagree with the total 

mean of 3.66 also constituting a standard variation 

of 2.33; and those that disagree with the total mean 

of 3.33 constituting a standard deviation of 2.42 

respectively. Therefore, poverty had a great 

influence on the rate to crime in the society. 

 More so, in regards to the analysis of 

variance, it has an F value of 439.59 at 0.00 

significance level. Indicating that poverty and crime 

are highly related based on the responses from the 

various respondents. Therefore, considering the 

results of this findings, poverty had effect and could 

lure individuals or persons to the  acts of committing 

crime in different phases such as burglary; rape; 

theft and even frustration among other. This also 

revealed that most of the crimes ore actually not 

committed by the rich people. According to 

Odekunle, (1985) argues that’s since people are of 

deference financial background, the poor once can-

do undo in other to get their daily bread. More so, 

according to webster, (2014), poverty is the brain 

behind other crimes that happens in a society. 

Although, the field of criminology opines that there 

are still doubt as to which characteristics of 

neighbor or communities lead to crime more, it is 

therefore generally believed that poverty breeds 

crime more. The findings of this hypothesis tend to 

corroborate this submission.as a result of this, for a 

society to get itself out of crime the rate of poverty 

has to be very minimal. According to Iwarimie, 

(2013) summarizes that poverty, without any doubt 

produces crime and criminals because most of the 

crimes are committed by the people that came from 

a poor background. Conclusively, people who are of 

considerably por tent to consider taking to crime 

easily than those who are well to do financially. 

 

HYPOTHESES II 

TABLE 4. 

RESEARCH QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EDUCATIONAL STATUS 

AND CRIME IN HONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA? 

Summary of mean and standard deviation 

RESPONSES MEAN STANDARD DEVIATION 

Strongly agree 47.33 12.43 

Agree 110.33 18.43 

Strongly disagree 20.33 24.44 

Disagree 15.00 13.13 

 

TABLE 4.1 

F. Value  Df Significance level 

44.89 29 0.00 

 

Based on the result test on the above table, 

the respondents that strongly agree that educational 

status can lead to crime with the total mean of 47.33 

having a standard deviation of 12.43 and those that 

agree educational status can lead to crime with the 

total mean of 110.33 with a total standard deviation 

of 18.43 are more than the respondents that strongly 

disagree that educational status can lead to crime 

with the total mean of 20.33 also constituting a 

standard variation of 24.44; and those that disagree 

with the total mean of 15.00 constituting a standard 

deviation of 13.13 respectively. Therefore, 

educational status can lead to crime in a society. 

Furthermore, in regards to the analysis of 

variance, it has an F value of 44.892 at 0.00 

significance level. Indicating that educational status 

and crime are highly related based on the responses 

from the various respondents. Considering the 

findings of the above results, one may begin to 

wonder the relationship between educational status 

and the act of committing crime in a society. But 

according to Fafunwa (1974) defines education as 

the aggregate of all the process by which the child 

or young adult develops his abilities attitudes and 

other good forms of behavior, which are of positive 

value to the society in which he lives. Deduced from 

the definition of Fafunwa, the educational status of 

an individual has a direct link with good behavior 

and someone of good behavior will not commit 

crime because it is an act that is not welcome in any 

society. Educational status of an individuals is 

another factor which can lead to crime due to lack of 

proper awareness; traditional beliefs; low education 

and sometimes, lack of incorporating 
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entrepreneurial program in primary to secondary 

school level by the curriculum designers and 

implementers. The researchers are submitting that 

let there be a proper orientation or awareness right 

from the primary level. 

 

HYPOTHESES III 

TABLE 5 

RESEARCH QUESTION: WHO ARE THOSE PEOPLE COMMITTING CRIME IN HONG LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AREA? 

Summary of mean and standard deviation 

RESPONSES MEAN STANDARD DEVIATION 

Strongly agree 60.00 11.77 

Agree 122.00 11.19 

Strongly disagree 2.00 0.00 

Disagree 6.5 10.37 

 

TABLE 5.1 

F. Value  Df Significance level 

140.46 19 0.00 

 

Based on the result test on the above table, 

the respondents that strongly agree that social status 

can lead to crime with the total mean of 60.00 

having a standard deviation of 11.77 and those that 

agree social status can lead to crime with the total 

mean of 122.00 with a total standard deviation of 

11.19 are more than the respondents that strongly 

disagree that social status can lead to crime with the 

total mean of 2.00 also constituting a standard 

variation of 0.00; and those that disagree with the 

total mean of 6.5 constituting a standard deviation of 

10.37 respectively. Therefore, social status can lead 

to crime in a society. 

 Moreover, in regards to the analysis of 

variance, it has an F value of 140.46 at 0.00 

significance level. Indicating that social status and 

crime are highly related to crime based on the 

responses from the various respondents. In theory, 

anyone regardless of their social status or influence, 

can commit a crime. However, the likelihood of an 

influential person being held accountable for their 

actions can lower due to various factors. Some of 

the factors include: factors affecting accountability, 

that is power and influence most especially 

individual may have connection with law 

enforcement, Judges, or other powerful figures, 

which can lead to favorable treatment or leniencies. 

 Wealth and resources: affluent individuals 

may have access to top-notch lawyers, public 

relation experts, and other resources that can help 

them navigate the justice system and avoid 

accountability. Social status cannot be forgotten in 

the front line, influential individuals may be viewed 

as pillars of the community, making it less likely for 

others to suspect or report their wrong doing. 

Network and connections of an influential 

individuals may have a network of loyal supporters, 

friends, and acquaintances who can provide alibis, 

vouch for their character, or otherwise help them 

avoid accountability. 

 Consequences of unaccountability when 

influential individuals are not held accountable for 

their actions. It can: 1, erode trust in the justice 

system and institution. 2, create a sense of impunity 

by encouraging others to engage in similar behavior. 

3, perpetuate inequality by exacerbating existing 

power imbalance and social injustice. 4, it can also 

damage social fabric by undermining the rule of law 

and social norms. 

  The researchers, considering the above 

findings and the consequences attached, the 

following are the way forward among others 1, 

strengthen institutions by making sure that the law 

enforcement, courts, and other institutions are 

independent, impartial and effective, 2, let there be 

increment in transparency and accountability by 

implementing strong surveillance, audits and 

whistleblower. 3, foster a culture of accountability. 

Ultimately, promoting accountability requires a 

multifaceted approach that involves institutions, 

individuals and societal norms. 

 

III. Findings 
I. It was observed that poverty had great 

influences on the attaining of higher educational 

qualification. 

II. Poverty is a menacewhich tend to hamper the 

well being individuals in a society 

III. Lack of proper knowledge of societal norms 

and valued lured lots findividuals into crime 
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IV. Education, being the back borne fo developing 

society, poverty on the other hands prevents 

individuals from attaining the desired 

qualification leading lots of teenage youth to 

engage in crime such as political thuggery. 

 

V. Conclusion 
The study was basically carried out on 

“Effect of Povertyon Educational Status and the act 

of committing crime in Hong Local Government 

Area of Adamawa State”. In view of the outline the 

result indicated that there is a highly connection 

between poverty and crime. Educational status, 

social status and religious influence are other 

independent parameters which must be duly 

observed in order to find a lasting solution to the 

problems in the Local Government Area under 

study. Also, with neglect in fairness by the 

government, lack of proper awareness, family 

background, geographical location, traditional 

beliefs, level of exposure, peer group influence, 

Corruption among politicians can lead to the act of 

committing crime in a society and Recruitment of 

political thugs could crumble the structure to which 

the goal of that Local Government is built upon 

  

 

5.3 Recommendations 

The following recommendations were made by the 

researchers based on the finding: 

1. Government should provide more job 

opportunities in a society 

2. Proper awareness on crime should be encourage 

3. Traditional beliefs should be handle with care 

4. Peer group should properly be guided by 

parents and Government through the medias 

5. Proper Governance should be encourage 

6. Politicians should minimize or stop corruption 

if possible 

7. Recruitment of political thugs should be check 

out 

8. Curriculum designers should incorporate the 

teachings of entrepreneurial study from primary 

to secondary level not only in tertiary 

institutions as it is. 

9. Implementation of poverty alleviation program 

should be encourage by both Government and 

non-governmental Agencies in order to 

empower the populace. 

10. Punishment of offenders should be prompt. 

This will serve as a detriment in the heart of 

others who might be thinking of committing 

crime. 

11. Government should provide free Education for 

its citizenry to allow people enjoy equal 

opportunity in Educational attainment 

 

VI. Suggestions for Further Research 
 It highlights that research efforts should 

reach beyond the current horizon to truly appraise a 

broader educational landscape, more hypotheses 

should be put to test. The research must span state 

and federal level to facilitate comparative analyses 

needed for the identification of best practices, 

challenges, opportunities in other Local Government 

and States as well. Through comparative studies we 

could understand how different set up suffers and 

tackle the menace of crime in their societies.  
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