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Abstract:  The ecological crisis and climate 

change are serious global issues people are facing 

because of deforestation, pollution, industrialization 

and the misuse of natural resources. Both have 

presented unprecedented challenges to human 

civilization. So far the climate change is concerned, 

it has threatened the very existence of the planet’s 

ecosystems and human societies. Since the 

beginning literature has been engaged with 

presenting social concerns, yet it has remained silent 

on the issues of climate change. Amitav Ghosh has 

termed this silence as ‘the great derangement.’ The 

paper critically examines The Great Derangement: 

Climate Change and the Unthinkable by noticing 

the connection between environmental degradation 

and the remarkable failure in literary engagement in 

terms of ecological concerns. The book comprises 

three parts: Stories (Part 1), History (Part 2), and 

Politics (Part 3). Amitav Ghosh’s this important 

work of Non-fiction analyzes the literary world’s 

failure to address the realities of climate change. 

Through this work Ghosh appeals for a rethinking of 

our collective storytelling, history and politics to 

tackle the unprecedented challenges of climate 

change. 
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Amitav Ghosh is one of the most 

prominent contemporary Indian novelists writing in 

English. He is basically known for his deep 

narratives that often deal with the intersections of 

history, culture and politics. “Ghosh's 

ambitious novels use complex narrative strategies to 

probe the nature of national and personal identity, 

particularly of the people of India and South Asia.” 

(4) His works abound in the themes of displacement, 

migration, colonialism and environmental 

degradation. Throughout his career he has been 

engaged with environmental issues, but it is in The 

Great Derangement that he directly talks about the 

ecological crisis and the climate change. Through 

this work, Ghosh raises questions on writers, 

scholars and policymakers and makes them cautious 

in their approach to rethink climate change and to 

realize the urgency of the moment.  

Amitav Ghosh is best known for his 

fictional works The Circle of Reason (1986), The 

Shadow Lines , The Glass Palace (2000) and The 

Hungry Tide (2004).  Besides these he has also 

made a name for himself in the field of Non-Fiction. 

His Non-Fiction work includes In an Antique land 

(1992) and The Great Derangement: Climate 

Change and the Unthinkable (2016).   “In The Great 

Derangement: Climate Change and the 

Unthinkable (2016), Ghosh accuses modern 

literature and art of failing to adequately 

address climate change.” (3)  

 Ghosh’s this important work is a caution to 

the literary and intellectual world. He raises 

questions over the contemporary literature for its 

negligence to address the ecological and climate 

crisis and calls for new ways of storytelling. Ghosh 

argues that the failure and negligence of literature to 

deal with the ecological and climatic crisis show a 

broader failure of human imagination and 

understanding. In this book Ghosh also tells the 

reasons why climate change has been largely absent 

from the popular literary canon. He argues that the 

contemporary novel that prioritizes the everyday 

individual human experience, is incapable to handle 

the vast scale and complexity of the ecological crisis 

and climate change. "Amitav Ghosh has written a 

remarkable book that provides thought-provoking 

insights on the collective inability of writers, 

scholars and policy-makers to grapple with the 

global climate crisis." (2) 

 Ghosh’s main argument in the first part of 

the text, “Stories,” is that serious fiction does not 

take climate change as a real and significant subject. 

He says, “there are surely very few writers today 

who are oblivious to the current disturbances in 

climate systems the world over. Yet, it is striking 

fact that when novelists do choose to write about 

climate change it is almost always outside of 

fiction.” (Ghosh 10) There are a number of novels 

set far in the future or novels that deal with 

supernatural events such as ghosts or monsters that 

pervade their events with the colour of uncanny or 
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magical, but there are few that deal with the current 

moment or near future in which climate change is 

completely changing innumerable aspects of life on 

earth. Ghosh accepts that even he has not done this 

in his novels, even though he has personally 

experienced a wildly improbable but increasingly 

commonplace extreme weather phenomenon. He 

writes, “I too have been preoccupied with climate 

change for a long time, but it is true of my own 

work as well, that this subject figures only obliquely 

in my fiction.” (Ghosh 11) 

In this very part “Stories,” Ghosh shares 

his own experience regarding a tornado in Delhi (in 

1978) when he was just a student and was in M.A. at 

Delhi University and was also working as a part-

time journalist. This personal experience sets the 

points for his broader argument: the “unthinkable” 

or “improbable” events associated with climate 

change that are often absent from the realist novel’s 

domain. This gap has left contemporary fiction 

incapable to grapple with the non-linear, chaotic, 

and collective dimensions of climate change. Ghosh 

writes, “It is certainly true that storms, floods and 

unusual weather events do recur in my books, and 

this may well be a legacy of the tornado. Yet, oddly 

enough, no tornado has ever figured in my novels. 

Nor is this due to any lack of effort on my part. 

Indeed, the reason I still possess those cutting from 

The Times of India is that I have returned to them 

often over the years, hoping to put them to use in a 

novel, but only to meet with failure at every 

attempt.” (Ghosh 20-21) 

One of the key points Ghosh raises in this 

part, is the role of probability in fiction. The realist 

novel is based on the idea that the events it shows 

must adhere to a certain logic of probability, 

reflecting the ordinary and the familiar. However, 

because of the extreme and unheard-of events, 

climate change challenges this logic. These 

phenomena, Ghosh tells are said “improbable,” and 

are dismissed. That is why they rarely find space in 

literary fiction. He also mentions that when the 

themes like climate change is addressed, it is often 

presented in terms of future dystopias instead of 

present crisis. In this way it does not get immediate 

concerns from readers and writers alike. Ghosh also 

highlights how modern fiction’s focus on 

individualism and human experience present it 

incapable of addressing various aspects of climate 

change.  

Ghosh also talks about the political and 

cultural issues connected with climate change. He 

says that although the countries in the Global South, 

such as those in like South Asia, Africa, and small 

island regions situated in the Global South suffer the 

most due to climate change but their experiences are 

not given proper attention in literature. He further 

says that most the writings based on environmental 

issues have been produced by the writers from the 

Global North that creates an imbalance in the way 

climate change is represented and understood. The 

result being, the voices of communities that face the 

greatest environmental challenges often remain 

unheard. Ghosh therefore encourages writers to 

adopt a broader and more inclusive perspective. He 

believes that stories about climate change should 

reflect the close relationship between humans, 

nature, and other living beings, while also 

highlighting the serious impact of environmental 

degradation on everyday life. 

In short the “Stories” section presents a 

critique of contemporary fiction’s inability to face 

the realities of climate change. Ghosh’s above 

argument make the writers to rethink the boundaries 

of literary genres and to embrace new forms of 

storytelling. Through this analysis, Ghosh 

underscores the importance of literature in shaping 

our collective understanding of climate change and 

the urgent need for more imaginative and engaged 

narratives. 

Amitav Ghosh’s second section of The 

Great Derangement, titled “History,” examines how 

modern history, especially the period of imperialism 

and industrialization, is deeply associated with the 

present climate crisis. Ghosh writes, “In accounts of 

the history of the present climate crises, capitalism 

is very often the pivot on which the narrative turns. I 

have no quarrel with this: as I see it, Naomi Klein 

and others are right to identify the currently 

dominant model of capitalism as one of the principal 

drivers of climate change. However, I believe that 

this narrative often overlooks an aspect of global 

warming that is of equal importance: empire and 

imperialism.” (Ghosh 117) Ghosh here mentions 

that climate change is not just a recent issue rather 

there are several historical reasons behind it. He 

next says that the Industrial Revolution in Europe 

marked the onset of the large-scale use of fossil 

fuels, leading to a significant increase in carbon 

emissions. So he is in the view that the recent 

environmental or climate crisis is closely associated 

with the economic and technological developments 

of the past. In other words what is happening to the 

environment and climate today, is the result of what 

powerful nations did hundreds of years ago. Ghosh 

writes, “the accumulation in the atmosphere of 

(greenhouse) gases is mainly the result of the 

gargantuan consumption of the developed countries, 

particularly the U.S. Yet these truths should not lead 
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us to overlook the fact that this economy had a very 

complicated prehistory.” (Ghosh 126) 

 In this section Ghosh also talks about the 

connection between colonialism and environmental 

damage. He tells us how European powers expanded 

their empires across Asia, Africa, and the Americas 

and used to get resources (coal, oil, forests) for 

industrial growth. And the result of it can be seen in 

the form of unequal development that is-- the West 

became rich, while its colonies were exploited. 

Climate change is not only an environmental 

problem but also an issue of global inequality. 

Ghosh further says that many developed countries 

(like the US and Europe) became prosperous 

through centuries of industrial growth that released 

large amounts of greenhouse gases into the 

atmosphere. Today, however, developing countries 

such as India are experiencing some of the most 

severe consequences of climate change, including 

floods, droughts, and extreme heat. Despite 

contributing far less to historical emissions, these 

nations are often blamed or pressurized to reduce 

emissions. Ghosh writes, “the poor nations of the 

world are not poor because they were indolent or 

unwilling; their poverty is itself an effect of the 

inequities created by the carbon economy; it is the 

result of systems that were set up by brute force to 

ensure that poor nations remained always at a 

disadvantage in terms of both wealth and power.” 

(Ghosh 148) 
Above all it can be said that climate change 

is a historical problem, not just a current one. At the 

end of this section (History) of The Great 

Derangement, Amitav Ghosh mentions that the 

climate crisis can be better understood when we go 

through history. He further says that environmental 

problems are deeply tied to human actions. He 

writes, “The events of today’s changing climate, in 

that they represent the totality of human actions over 

time, represent also the terminus of history……The 

climate events of this era, then, are distillations of 

all of human history: they express the entirety of our 

being over time.” (Ghosh 154-155) 

 In the third section of the book entitled 

“Politics” Ghosh criticizes governments across the 

world. He says many leaders in the world talk about 

climate change but very few take it as serious issue. 

Here he gives the reference of South Asian 

countries. He says, “climate change has not been a 

significant political issues in any of these countries, 

even though the impacts are already being felt 

across the Indian subcontinent, not only in the 

increasing number of large-scale disasters but also 

in the form of a slow calamity that is quietly but 

inexorably destroying livelihoods and stoking social 

and political conflicts. Instead, political energy has 

increasingly come to be focused on issues that 

relate, in one way or another, to questions of 

identity, religion, caste, ethnicity, language, gender 

rights and so on.” (Ghosh 169) He further says that 

there is a lack of global cooperation in this regard. 

Ghosh also talks about the climate politics and says 

how it is deeply unequal. He mentions that how rich 

countries have more power in international 

decisions and poor countries have to suffer more 

due to the less voice. He says that even climate 

agreements favour the interests of powerful nations. 

Ghosh writes, “We live in a world that has been 

profoundly shaped by empire and its disparities. 

Differentials of power between and within nations 

are probably greater today than they have ever been. 

These differentials, in turn, closely related to carbon 

emissions. The distribution of power in the world 

therefore lies at the core of the climate crisis.” (195-

196) 

While mentioning the Asian writers and 

artists, Ghosh writes, “In their embrace of 

modernity, Asian writers and artists created ruptures 

that radically reconfigured the region’s literature, 

art, architecture, and so on. In asia, as elsewhere, 

this meant that the abstract and formal gained 

ascendancy over the figurative and the 

iconographic; it meant also that many traditions, 

including those that accorded the non-human a 

special salience, were jettisoned.” (Ghosh 161) 

While speaking on arts and literature, he says, “Is it 

possible that the arts and literature of this time will 

one day be remembered not for their daring, nor for 

their championing of freedom, but rather because of 

their complicity in the Great Derangement?” (Ghosh 

162) 

Ghosh also says that Politicians and 

policymakers lack the imagination to think about 

future crises. Climate change requires collective 

decisions which politics often ignores. Ghosh 

writes, “The political is no longer about the 

commonweal or the ‘body politic’ and the making 

of collective decisions. It is about something else.” 

(Ghosh 169) Ghosh further says that “a similar 

question could be posed in relation to the literary 

imaginary. Why is it increasingly open to certain 

conceptions of the political while remaining closed 

to an issue that concerns our collective survival. 

(Ghosh 170) 

 Ghosh believes if combined efforts of 

religious organizations and climate movements 

inspire the world to fight climate change effectively 

while ensuring justice and fairness for all, this will 

be a kind of hope for the future. He writes, “If 

religious groupings around the world can join hands 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 6, Issue 3, May - June, 2026, pp: 661-664                        ISSN: 3048-6874  

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

DOI: 10.35629/6874-0603661664   | Impact Factor value 7.52 |   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal      Page 664 

with popular movements, they may well be able to 

provide the momentum that is needed for the world 

to move forward on drastically reducing emissions 

without sacrificing considerations of equity. That 

many climate activists are already proceedings in 

this direction is, to me, yet another sign of hope.” 

(Ghosh 215-216) 

Amitav Ghosh, at the end of this work 

argues that although humanity is not able to prevent 

the worst effects of climate change, it must at least 

continue the struggle to reduce upcoming damage. 

He is sure that in future this struggle will create a 

new generation that would understand the Earth's 

ecological balance better than previous generations. 

Writers and artists will also produce works that 

would show humanity's relationship with the natural 

world while combining ancient wisdom with new 

environmental awareness. Thus, Ghosh ends with a 

message of hope that the climate crisis can lead to a 

more responsible, compassionate, and ecologically 

conscious civilization. Ghosh writes, “The struggle 

for action will no doubt be difficult and hard-fought, 

and no matter what it achieves, it is already too late 

avoid some serious disruptions of the global climate. 

But I would like to believe that out of this struggle 

will be born a generation that will be able to look 

upon the world with clearer eyes than those that 

preceded it; that they will be able to transcend the 

isolation in which humanity was entrapped in the 

time of its derangement; that they will rediscover 

their kinship with other beings, and that this vision, 

at once new and ancient, will find expression in a 

transformed and renewed art and literature.” (Ghosh 

216-217) 
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