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ABSTRACT

Agriculture plays a crucial role in the livelihoods of
people in all countries, as agricultural production
not only ensures the food security of each nation
but also provides raw materials for processing
industries that serve societal needs, contributing to
the development of human capacity and
intelligence. Vietnam is an agricultural country,
and it was the agricultural sector that paved the
way for innovation initiated by the Communist
Party of Vietnam in 1986, establishing the
foundation and driving force for economic growth,
improving the lives of the people, and ensuring
political and social stability for the nation. To date,
agricultural products in Vietham remain the main
products reflecting the integration of the
Vietnamese economy with the world.In the scope
of this study, the author focuses on research
conducted in Phu Binh District, Thai Nguyen
Province- a representative purely agricultural
locality implementing the development of
agriculture and rural areas towards industrialization
and modernization.
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l. INTRODUCTION

Phu Binh is a midland district in Thai
Nguyen Province. Situated in the southern part of
the province, the district center is 26 km away from
Thai Nguyen City and 50 km from Bac Ninh City.
Phu Binh is known for its tradition in agricultural
production, with agricultural land accounting for
80% of the total natural land area of the district.
The agricultural output consistently ranks among
the top in the province, and many agricultural
products are identified as the strengths of the
region, contributing to relatively high economic
value. In the recent period, following the
innovative direction of the Communist Party of
Vietnam and the province's Party policy, the Party
Committee of Phu Binh district has led the people

to leverage internal resources, exploit local
potential and strengths, gradually implementing the
development of agriculture towards
industrialization and modernization, contributing
significantly to improving labor productivity and
the economic efficiency of rural residents.

1. Basis for determining the orientation of
agricultural and rural development towards
industrialization and modernization

In the period of national renewal, rural
areas were the weakest link in the economy during
the initial phase of this process [1]. Therefore, the
role of the agricultural economy has been
increasingly recognized by the Communist Party of
Vietnam. From the particularly important
perspective of "Industrialization-modernization of
agriculture and rural areas, comprehensive
development of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries
linked with the processing industry of agriculture,
forestry, and aquaculture™ [2] proposed at the 8™
Congress (1996), to the viewpoint of "Further
promoting industrialization modernization of
agriculture and rural areas, addressing all issues of
agriculture, rural areas, and farmers in a
synchronized manner" [3] at the 10" Congress
(2006), it is evident that agriculture, farmers, and
rural areas are strategic issues, always identified by
our Party and State as one of the top-priority tasks.

On August 5'%h, 2008, the Central
Executive Committee (10" Congress) issued
Resolution 26-NQ/TW on agriculture, farmers, and
rural areas, outlining a comprehensive and
overarching strategy on agriculture, farmers, and
rural areas with appropriate viewpoints and sound
policies, resonating with the people and garnering
positive responses [4]. Based on this resolution, the
Government, under the direction of the Prime
Minister, has actively implemented various
mechanisms, policies, programs, and projects to
promote agricultural development, raise income
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and living standards for farmers, and build a new
countryside.

Continuing to emphasize the crucial position and
role of agriculture, farmers, and rural areas in the
country's development, the Resolution of the 13™"
National Party Congress (1/2021) clearly states the
need to promote the restructuring of agriculture and
rural economic development linked with building
new rural areas. The development of commercial
agriculture  should focus on  large-scale
modernization, the application of high technology,
enhancing value-added, and sustainable
development. Encouraging the development of
green, clean, ecological, organic, high-tech, and
smart agriculture, adaptable to climate change.
Continuing the implementation of the National
Target Program for building new rural areas,
aligning with the urbanization process, going deep
into efficiency and sustainability. Implementing the
construction of upgraded new rural areas,
exemplary new rural areas, and building new rural
areas at the hamlet and village levels. Constructing
policies to ensure national food security in the new
situation. Gradually narrowing the cultural gap
between urban and rural areas, between regions,
and among social strata [5].

In Phu Binh district, Thai Nguyen
province, since 2008, following the issuance of
Resolution No. 26-NQ/TW on agriculture, farmers,
and rural areas by the Central Executive Committee
of the Communist Party of Vietnam (10" term) on
August 5, 2008, and the implementation of Action
Program No. 25-CTr/TU on October 28", 2008, by
the Provincial Party Standing Committee of Thai
Nguyen, Phu Binh district has issued numerous
orientations and policies to implement Resolution
No. 26-NQ/TW. These include Action Program
No. 17-CTr/HU on 30/10/2008; Program No. 03-
CTr/HU on 25/5/2011, on building new rural areas
for the period 2011-2015; Resolution No. 17/NQ-
HDND on August 4, 2016, on mobilizing resources
for building new rural areas for the period 2016-
2020; Resolution No. 81/NQ-HDND approving the
Restructuring Plan of the agricultural sector in Phu
Binh district towards increasing value-added and
sustainable development linked with building new
rural areas for the period 2016-2020; and the Plan
to restructure the agricultural sector, enhance value
in the direction of organic and biologically safe
development linked with the One Commune One
Product (OCOP) program for the period 2021-
2025. The local implementation of these policies
has proven effective, providing strong momentum
for the development of agriculture and rural areas,
improving the material and spiritual lives of the

people, and contributing to the economic
restructuring of the district towards
industrialization and modernization.

Through surveys and practical studies in
Phu Binh, it is evident that with the potential in
agriculture, the local economy can utilize and
leverage existing advantages to  develop
agricultural economy, build new rural areas, and
create a significant foundation for the overall
economic restructuring of the district.

2. Restructuring and comprehensive
development of agriculture in phu binh district,
Thai Nguyen province

To achieve the goal of restructuring and
building a comprehensive modern agriculture, Phu
Binh district has concentrated its leadership on
developing agricultural  production  towards
commodity production, increasing productivity and
product quality, and gradually improving the rural
people's living standards. The economic
restructuring programs for agricultural production
and rural development during the 2011-2015
period, as well as the Directive No. 89/DA-UBND
issued by the People's Committee of Phu Binh
district on restructuring the agricultural sector
towards increasing value-added and sustainable
development linked with building new rural areas
for the 2016-2020 period, have been effectively
implemented.

Maximum resources for the development
of agriculture and rural areas have been mobilized
through initiatives such as the Project to mobilize
resources for building new rural areas in Phu Binh
district for the 2016-2020 period, the Project to
mobilize resources for constructing economic and
social infrastructure for the 2016-2020 period, with
a vision to 2025, and the Program for the
development of industry, handicrafts, and
traditional villages for the 2016-2020 period. These
initiatives have attracted several investors to the
region, creating jobs for many rural laborers.

The process of restructuring the
agricultural sector in Phu Binh has shown positive
transformations. The agricultural production value
has increased by an average of 19.9% per year. The
average annual increase in grain production with
seeds is 1.01% (from 72,000 tons in 2008 to 78,579
tons in 2020). The average income per hectare of
cultivated land has increased from 35 million VND
to 101 million VND in 2020 (an increase of 66
million VND compared to 2008). The successful
implementation of the strategy "Consolidating
small fields into large ones, building large fields for
high-quality commodity agriculture” has been
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achieved. Some of the district's key agricultural
products have received attention for development
and quality improvement, attracting investments
from enterprises involved in  production,
processing, and marketing of agricultural products.
The proportion of livestock farming in the internal
structure of agriculture continues to increase,
accounting for about 60-70%, with strong
development in poultry farming. Concentrated
livestock farming areas have been gradually
formed in line with the planning of new rural areas.
Aguaculture continues to receive attention and
stable development, covering an area of 530
hectares; the aquaculture output in 2020 reached
3,615 tons. Cottage industry production continues
to grow, with 2,966 small-scale industrial
production units, 10 craft villages, and 1
centralized livestock and poultry slaughterhouse.
Regarding forestry, active direction has been given
to planting, caring for, and protecting forests, with
a focus on economically valuable tree species. The
newly planted forest area reaches 360 hectares per
year, exceeding the annual plan, and the forest
coverage rate has steadily reached 23% per year.

After more than 10 years of implementing
the goal of agricultural and rural development,
despite  facing numerous difficulties and
challenges, with the focused and effective
leadership and guidance from the party committees
and government authorities at all levels and the
efforts of the local people, Phu Binh district has
achieved significant and sustainable development
in various sectors. The economic growth rate has
been maintained at a relatively high level, with
economic structure shifting towards increasing the
proportion of industry and services and reducing
the proportion of agriculture. In 2011, the
economic structure was: Industry - construction
14.49%, agriculture, forestry, and fisheries 68.29%,
services 17.22%. By 2022, the economic structure
shifted to: industry - construction accounting for
64.26%, agriculture, forestry, and fisheries
accounting for 18.39%, and services accounting for
17.35%.

3. Rural development and poverty reduction in
Phu Binh district through new rural program
The national target program for new rural
development, initiated in 2010, reflects the Party's
ideology and the people's sentiment, showcasing
the Party and the State's concern for agriculture,
farmers, and rural areas. Given its nature as a
purely agricultural district with a low starting point,
Phu Binh district's entire political system has
actively engaged in this program, leveraging all

available resources and the collective strength of
the community. With unity, determination, and
high resolve, they have successfully pursued the
goal of building a new rural district.

Throughout the process of building a new
rural area, implementing various directives and
policies from the Central and Provincial authorities,
the local people in Phu Binh have demonstrated a
dynamic, innovative, diligent, and resilient spirit.
They have faced challenges with courage,
transforming the perception of building a new rural
area into an ongoing, continuous, daily task.
Through this, residents have become aware of their
rights and responsibilities in the new rural
development, actively participating in and
supervising the implementation of the movement in
each locality.

To achieve the goal of modernizing
agriculture step by step in rural areas, Phu Binh
district has innovated and organized efficient forms
of production and services. Substantial changes
have occurred in production, shifting from
traditional and outdated methods with low
productivity towards intensive cultivation and the
application  of advanced scientific  and
technological practices. This includes adopting the
System of Rice Intensification (SRI), organic rice
production, forming large-scale concentrated
agricultural commodity production areas, and
establishing production and consumption linkages
between businesses, cooperatives, and farmers.
This transformation has yielded many high-quality,
branded products recognized under the "Collective
Brand" label, such as "Phu Binh Hill Chicken,"
"Thau Dau Sticky Rice,"” "Uc Ky Soy Sauce,"
contributing significantly to the local economy.

After 12 years of implementing the new
rural development program in the district, Phu
Binh, which was once a purely agricultural district
with inadequate infrastructure and many difficulties
in people’s lives, has become a shining example. It
is the first district in Thai Nguyen province to be
recognized as a new rural district in 2022. The
achievements in building a new rural area are
evidence of the determination and unity of the local
officials and residents. Recognizing that the
construction of a new rural area is an ongoing
journey without an endpoint, Phu Binh district is
committed to maintaining and improving the
quality of the established criteria, with a focus on
environmental and public order criteria. They will
continue to improve the material and spiritual lives
of the people. The results achieved in building a
new rural area have enhanced the appearance and
quality of life in Phu Binh's rural areas. The per
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capita income in 2022 reached 55.81 million VND,
an increase of 40.11 million VND compared to
2011.

The diligent and proactive implementation
of agricultural development and the construction of
a new countryside in Phu Binh District has
garnered significant support and consensus from
the local population. The agricultural, forestry, and
aquatic sectors have demonstrated stable and
comprehensive growth, marked by successful pilot
programs in consolidating fields and establishing
large-scale high-quality agricultural production.
However, practical studies on the economic aspects
of agriculture in Phu Binhreveal persisting
challenges, including small-scale production,
fragmented land management primarily by
individuals, high reliance on natural conditions
leading to increased risks, and limited agricultural
services. Investment policies for agricultural
development lack focus, spreading thinly and
failing to harness the full potential and strengths of
the local agriculture.  Despite  successful
development models, there is a slow pace of
replication. Though rural livelihoods have
improved, certain populations, especially in remote
and ethnic minority areas, still face difficulties in
accessing preferential credit due to limited
awareness. Some parts of the population continue
to rely on the state, lacking the initiative to improve
their lives, resulting in limited spiritual and
material development.

The primary cause of these limitations lies
in the insufficient application of advanced
agricultural technology in local agricultural
production. The production process heavily
depends on natural conditions, making it
susceptible to unfavorable climate changes and
complex disease situations affecting crops and
livestock. State resources allocated for agricultural
and rural development are inadequate and lack
synchronization. Several agricultural and rural
policies have shortcomings, failing to attract
significant business investments in agriculture and
rural areas.

To propel the progression of agriculture and rural
development in the subsequent phase, the author
suggests the following solutions:

Firstly, focus on advancing agricultural
production towards commodity-oriented practices,
emphasizing large-scale operations, and
incorporating high-end technology. This should be
accompanied by the construction of a modern
countryside aligned with international integration.
Simultaneously, there is a need to alter perceptions

and approaches to agricultural production in the
context of international integration and climate
change.

Secondly, open up markets and create a
favorable environment to attract investments from
society and businesses. This involves instigating
confidence, encouraging innovation, creativity, and
societal entrepreneurship. Continuous attention to
the livelihoods of the population is crucial,
adhering to the spirit of "inclusive development,
leaving no one behind."

Thirdly, direct efforts towards organizing
production, consumption, and market development
for key, high-potential products. This includes a
robust push for the "Bringing agricultural products
from countryside to wurban areas" program.
Establishing high-quality agricultural product
brands that ensure safety and environmental
friendliness is imperative.

Fourthly, intensify the application of
scientific and technological advancements to
enhance productivity and quality in crop cultivation
and animal husbandry. Establish connected chains
spanning from production to processing and
consumption of agricultural products. Facilitate the
restructuring of the agricultural sector with a focus
on the development of farmers and rural areas.
Implement innovation and development of suitable
and efficient production organizational forms,
aligning with the processes of "Digital
transformation and digital economy" in the
agricultural sector. Strengthen collaboration and
partnerships in both the production and
consumption of agricultural products.

Fifthly, promote the development of
industries, services, and rural occupations. Execute
economic structural shifts and labor distribution in
rural areas. Construct a new countryside that is
comprehensively developed, sustainable, and
integrated with urbanization. Swiftly improve the
material and spiritual lives of rural residents
towards prosperous and cultured farmers. Ensure
ecological environmental preservation and the
preservation of cultural identity in Vietnam's rural
regions.
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