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Abstract 
The origin of coalition politics is a worldwide 

common fact.The popularity of coalition politics is 

increasing day by day all over the world. Through 

this article we will discuss 'what is Coalition 

Politics?,' origin of coalition politics', ' positive and 

negative aspect of coalition politics,'' is Coalition 

politics an opportunity or threat' etc. 

 Present trend of Indian politics is Coalition  

Politics. The source of India's Coalition politics can 

be found in the customs of Indian politics. The 

history of Coalition politics is found in the Pre-

independence period of India. Affter the completion 

of election process in 1937, the government which 

was formed in Punjab, was a type of Coalition 

politics. Because INC, Muslim League, Akali party 

other parties collaboratively formed the 

Government.The democracy of India is large and 

varicated. Therefore, if any political party does not 

get a single majority in Lok Sabha or Legislative 

Assembly, They Collaboratively make a coalition 

government. Coalition politics is the consolidation 

of power to achieve some particular objectives. 

Coalition politics is a type of alliance. Various 

political parties join these alliances collectively to 

carry out specific activities and possess power. 

Though it works to form a government and gain an 

opportunity for power, it may break the alliance if 

there is any disagreement among the political parties 

forming the alliance. As a result there is a possiblity 

of losing power. The system of political alliances is 

not a permanent, it is a temporary system. Its 

purpose is to achieve certain objectives and nothing 

more. 

Keywords: Coalition Politics, Coalition 

Government, Federal Governance, Pluralistic 

Culture, Vote of no Confidence. 

 

I. Introduction : 
Coalition politics is an important topic of 

discussion in the present context. The main 

objective of joining a political coalition is usually to 

gain power. Political alliances are formed to counter 

Common opponents in the struggle for political 

power. In such cases, political parties are forced to 

come to a compromise despite political ideological 

differences.Coalition politics is the system of 

administration by several political parties.When 

several political parties form governments based on 

cooperation and in which political power is 

exercised on the basis of generally accepted 

programme; it is called coalition politics. 

For the strictly narrow party interests 

political parties often form political alliances.On the 

basis of understanding or compromise. But the 

ideological conflict between the alliance partners 

never ends, temporarily suppressed. Party disputes 

are disclosed when problem arises in the 

interrelationships among the alliance 

parties.Political Coalition are often seen in which 

one party is in  power and performs  activities with 

the indirect support of other parties. Sometimes 

political parties openly form direct alliances and 

become sharers of power. Today one of the major 

issues in politics in India  is the bargaining between 

national and regional parties for power. National 

political parties agree with the regional parties to 

expand  their mass base. On the other hand, regional 

parties  support the ruling national party to receive 

many privileges and facilities. 

 

Coalition politics :Coalition politics or Coalition 

government is one of the most important forms of 

democratic governance in the world today. 

Sometimes factionalism is seen due to authoritarian 

attitude and organizational weakness of the ruling 

party and new political party come into existence. 

These political parties Unite with other political 

parties with same ideological belief and form 

Coalition politics. Political parties try to their best to 

occupy the political arena despite various problems 

in order to avail the power and minimum privileges 

in the political field.Thus Coalition politics is 

created. 
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Therefore coalition politics refers to the 

collective use of power by several political parties 

as a Coalition. Under the leadership of the coaliation 

leader, they take part in elections and form the 

government.Coalition politics is always formed  on 

the basis of compromise. Alliance partners generally 

follow a decision-making process  Unitedly. The 

alliance partners maintain as much mutual 

understanding as possible regarding the likes and 

dislikes. 

 

Characteristics of Coalition politics : 

There are some distinct features of Coalition 

politics- 

i) The representation of all sections of the public is 

reflected in coalition politics.  

ii)  Due to Coalition politics, the government can 

take balanced  and judicious decisions. 

iii) Authoritarianism comes to an end in the 

coalition government. 

iv) Alliances are formed for some profit or a special 

cause. 

v) Coalition politics is not a permanent and 

unchangeable fact. Coalition politics is a dynamic 

and changeable matter. Coalition partners can break 

existing alliances and form new alliances or get out 

of the Coaliation . 

vi) At  least two or more political parties are 

required to form a Coalition. 

vii) Political parties maintain their own identities 

and agendas even if they join political alliances. 

viii) Coalition politics is formed to overthrow the 

ruling cabinet or to form a new cabinet. 

 

Coalition politics or coalition government in the 

national level of India : 

The constitution of independent India came into 

force in 1950. The first general election in India was 

held in 1952. The Congress was in power in Delhi 

for a long time in India. But in the sixth Lok Sabha 

elections (1977)the Congress party was defeated 

under the leadership of Indira Gandhi. At first a 

non-Congress Government was formed  Centrally in 

our country under the leadership of Morarji Desai. It 

was originally a Janata government consisting of the 

Bharatiya Jana Sangh , Bharat lok dal and socialist 

party. It was the time when coalition government or 

Coalition politics  came into existence at the 

national level in India. 

1) First Coalition Government or Coalition 

politics in India(From 24.03.1977 to 28.03.1979): 

 At that time, the National Congress party was 

defeated under the leadership of Morarji Desai. In 

this Coalition government there were Bharatiya jana 

sangha, Bharatiya lok Dal, Akali Dal, ADMK, 

Janata Dal. But this government did not last long. 

The government fell within 2 years. 

2) Second Coalition Government(From 

29.07.1979 to 14.01.1980) : In the year 1979, under 

the  leadership of Charan Singh Coalition 

Government was  formed in New Delhi for the 

second time. But this Government could not stay in 

power for not more than six months. 

3)  Third Coalition Government at the 

centre(From 02.12.1989 to 10.11.1990) : In the 

year 1989, third coalition government was formed 

under the leadership of  Biswanath Pratap Singh. 

This Government was supported by the DMK of 

Tamilnadu, TDP of Andhrapradesh and AGP of 

Assam.But in1990, in the vote of no confidence in 

the Lok Sabha the Government collapsed. 

4) Fourth Coalition Government(From 

11.11.1990 to 21.07.1991) :  In the year 1990, 

Fourth Coalition 

Government was formed under the leadership of 

Chandrashekhar Rao. AIADMK, BSP, Muslim 

League, 

National Conference of J & K and so on supported 

the government. But this Government could not last 

long. 

5) Fifth Coalition Government(From 01.06.1991 

to 20.04.1996) : Fifth Coalition Government was 

formed in 1991 under the leadership of Narasima 

Rao. Though Congress did not achieve the support 

of the majority during this time, they formed 

Congress government under the cordial support of 

AGP, DMK, TDP and AIADMK. 

6) Sixth Coalition Government(21.04.1997 to 

19.03.1998): 

 In the year 1997 sixth Coalition Government was 

under the leadership of Indra Kumar Gujral. Though 

at first Congress supported the government, yet later 

Congress withdrew their support and the 

government collapsed. 

7) Seventh Coalition Government(From 

19.03.1998 to 26.04.1999) : In the year 1998 

seventh Coalition Government was fromed under 

the leadership of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Many 

regional political parties supported the government. 

But in the year 1999 in the vote of no confidence 

election the government fell down. 

8) Eighth Coalition Government(From 

20.10.1999 to 06.02.2004) : In the year 1999 eighth 

Coalition Government was formed under the 

leadership of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. This 

Government was formed by 24 political parties 

including BJP. 

9) Ninth Coalition Government(2004-2009) : 
Ninth Coalition Government was formed in 2004 
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under the leadership of Manmohan Singh.Leftist  

political parties supported them apparently. 

10) Tenth Coalition Government(2009-2014) : In 

the 15th Lok Sabha elections,  the Congress 

emerged as the largest party by winning 206 seats. 

But alone they could not achieve majority. As a 

result United Progressive Alliance was formed 

under the leadership of Manmohan Singh. 

 In the year 2014 and 2019 NDA Government was 

formed under the leadership BJP members. But 

there was no importance of Coalition politics. 

Because in these elections, the BJP single- handedly 

captured the required member of seats. 

The Reasons for the formation of Coalition 

politics in India : The causes of the origin and 

development of Coalition politics in India - 

a)Increasing importance of the regional parties: 

For the increasing importance of the regional 

political parties in India Coalition politics begins to 

form. 

b) Weakness of Indian National Congress: 

 The Indian National Congress was in power in 

India for a long time but gradually due to various 

reasons the acceptability of Congress party started to 

decrease. As a result Coalition politics begins to 

form. 

c) Attempts to seize power : 

Capturing power has now become more relevant 

than ideology to political parties. As a result 

Coalition politics emerged. 

d) Increasing influence of centrifugal power in 

Coalition politics: 

The increasing importance of centrifugal power in 

India is also responsible for the origin and progress 

of Coalition politics. Sometimes powerful 

government in Centre neglects the opponent  

government of the states. As a result opponent  

political parties try to form Coalition politics. 

 

Positive & Negative aspects of Coalition politics :  

An overall review of the coalition politics reveals 

some positive and negative aspects. Those  are 

mentioned below. 

Positive aspects:  

i) Coalition politics reflects  the representation of all 

sections of the public. Through Coalition politics,  

the voice of different sectors of society and different 

social interests come to all.  

ii) Disputes arise in society and public life due to 

various reasons such as social,  cultural and 

economical issues; Coalition politics act as a helping 

hand in resolving social conflicts. 

iii)  In Coalition politics, the government ables to 

take balanced and rational decisions. 

iv) Coalition politics is consistent with the federal 

system. 

v) The Coalition government brings an end to 

authoritarianism. 

Negative aspects of Coalition Government : 

i) The Coalition  government does not last long, it 

becomes weak. The coalition partners threatens to 

go out of the Coalition if there is any ideological 

conflict among them. As a result the structure of the 

Coalition government becomes weak. 

ii) Regional interests  are given much importance 

instead of national interests in Coalition 

government. 

iii) Collective action and collective responsibility 

are the key words of Coalition Government. But in 

reality there are some limitations of the two factors. 

iv) Sectarianism and separatism often  prevail in 

coalition politics. 

v) If the infrastructure of the coalition government 

becomes weak,  Progressive and formative agendas 

are unwantedly neglected. 

 

Is Coalition  politics an opportunity or a threat ? 

There are many controversies about 

Coalition politics being an opportunity and a fear. 

Because sometime Coalition politics serves as an 

opportunity to seize power. Sometime Coalition 

politics also acts as a fear of losing power. 

 India is a parliamentary democratic 

country. Naturally political alliances become 

inevitable and essential in such situations when no 

political party gets a single majority. Then the 

political parties remove their ideological conflict 

and form Coalition  Government  or Coalition 

political based on discussion among themselves to 

seize power. In this situation collision politics act as 

an opportunity.  

But sometimes Coalition politics works as 

a threat. The major problem of Coalition politics is 

its unstability. Generally political alliances do not 

last long. Generally after the election some political 

parties make alliances among themselves to form 

cabinet and seize power. There is no effective 

alignment of programms or policies among the 

Coalition political parties. As per ideological 

judgements there are differences and mutual 

opposition among the Coalition political parties. 

Naturally the differences among the alliance 

partners continue and increase rapidly. Very often,  

the conflict among the alliance partners in the 

distribution of leadership and in the distribution of 

Ministries are seen. As a result the fair political 

alliance partners withdraw their support and 

threatens their partners to break their Coalition. So 

the infrastructure of the Coalition Government 
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becomes weak. Then the existence of the coalition 

government comes under conflict. Therefore a 

possibility of forming a new government is created 

breaking the Coalition Government. Sometimes 

Coalition Government  fails to  make public welfare 

Policy and step. Because in order to take such steps,  

the coalition Government that is needed in the 

cabinet does not exist. Many incompetent members 

have to be accomodated in the cabinet in coalition 

Government. As a result, administrative efficiency 

deteriorates. Naturally the acceptability of the 

Coalition Government decreases among the people. 

In such situation, there is a danger of breaking the 

Coalition Government. So the Coalition politics or 

Coalition Government acts as a threat. 

 

II. Conclusion : 
Currently the political party system in India 

is fragmented. Therefore Coalition politics or 

Coalition Government is essential in India. National 

and regional political parties avail the benefit of 

power as Coalition Government  prevails. As a 

result national unity and national integration reach 

the satisfactory level. Coalition politics has ended 

the dominance of particular parties in India and 

created an opportunity to develop a pluralistic 

culture. States have become free from the autocratic 

influence of the centre and they have become potent 

enough to establish their regional identity. 

But in the Lok Sabha election of 2014 & 

2019 National democratic Alliance(NDA)under BJP 

wins their required seats single handedly. No 

political party was needed to form the Government 

at the centre. Despite this, the leader of another 

party was given a place in the cabinet. Its 

significance is to give importance to the coalition 

culture of the integral Indians and to give diginity to 

political culture in the Federal governance system. 

Despite the rule of a single party i,e. BJP in 2014 & 

2019 elections, the nature of India's Coalition 

culture is now particularly significant. 
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