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Abstract 
This study aims to critically examine the key 

challenges facing investigative journalism in India 

in 2025, focusing on the impact of evolving media 

trends, political pressures, digital transformation, 

and shifting societal attitudes. Utilizing secondary 

data sources, including peer-reviewed academic 

literature, industry reports, government and legal 

documents, and practitioner accounts from 2021 to 

2025, the research adopts a qualitative descriptive 

methodology. The data is analysed through thematic 

analysis, guided by established theoretical 

frameworks such as Media Ownership Theory, 

Democratic Media Theory, and the Propaganda 

Model, to systematically understand the interplay of 

economic, political, legal, and technological factors 

impacting investigative journalism in the Indian 

context. 

The findings reveal six primary challenge 

categories: media capture and political pressure, 

declining public trust, legal and physical risks to 

journalists, economic constraints, technological 

disruption, and shifting audience behavior. Despite 

India’s rapid digital expansion—with over 806 

million internet users and 491 million social media 

users—investigative journalism continues to face 

structural barriers that compromise democratic 

accountability, reflected in India’s low press 

freedom ranking of 161 out of 180 countries. The 

study proposes actionable recommendations, 

including enhanced legal protections, financial 

sustainability models, journalist safety measures, 

and media literacy initiatives, aimed at 

strengthening the role of investigative reporting in 

supporting democratic governance in India. 

 

Keywords: investigative journalism, media 

capture, press freedom, digital transformation, India, 

democratic accountability, media ethics 

 

I. Introduction 
Investigative journalism in India stands at a 

critical place in 2025. It is confronting challenges 

that threaten its fundamental role as a democratic 

watchdog. The historical journey of Indian 

journalism, as documented by Natarajan (1955) in 

his seminal work "History of Indian Journalism," 

traces the evolution from colonial-era resistance to 

post-independence nation-building narratives. 

However, contemporary investigative reporting 

faces a complex web of obstacles that extend 

beyond traditional constraints to encompass digital-

age challenges, evolving media economics and 

shifting societal attitudes.Further, the theoretical 

framework for understanding these challenges draws 

heavily from established media studies scholarship. 

Bagdikian's (2004) analysis of media 

monopolization provides crucial insights into how 

corporate consolidation affects editorial 

independence, while Herman and Chomsky's (1988) 

propaganda model elucidates the systematic filters 

that constrain journalistic investigation. These 

frameworks, developed primarily for Western media 

contexts, require adaptation to understand the 

specific dynamics of Indian journalism, as explored 

in Rao's (2019) comprehensive analysis "Indian 

Journalism in a New Era". 

The significance of this crisis extends 

beyond journalism itself, touching the core of 

democratic governance and public accountability. 

As India emerges as a global digital leader with 

55.3% internet penetration and over 806 million 

internet users (Datareportal, 2025), the potential for 

enhanced investigative reporting coexists with new 

forms of censorship, surveillance and 

misinformation. This paradox—technological 

advancement alongside declining press freedom—

characterizes the current landscape of Indian 

journalism and demands urgent scholarly attention. 
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Media studies scholarship increasingly 

recognizes the need for context-specific analysis of 

journalism challenges. Sundaram's (2013) "No 

Limits: Media Studies From India" provides crucial 

theoretical grounding for understanding how 

globalization and digitization have reshaped Indian 

media landscapes. Similarly, Chattopadhyay's 

(2024) examination of social media's impact on 

Indian journalism offers contemporary insights into 

how digital platforms are transforming traditional 

journalistic practices. Furthermore, the deterioration 

in India's press freedom ranking, falling to 161 out 

of 180 countries in 2024 (GIJN, 2024), underscores 

the urgency of addressing these challenges through 

rigorous academic analysis. This decline reflects not 

merely external pressures but systemic 

transformations in how journalism operates, is 

funded and reaches audiences in contemporary 

India. 

 

II. Literature Review 
2.1 Theoretical Foundations 

The theoretical foundation for analyzing 

investigative journalism challenges in India draws 

from multiple disciplinary traditions within media 

studies. Brennen's (2012) "Qualitative Research 

Methods for Media Studies" provides 

methodological frameworks essential for 

understanding journalistic practices within their 

social and political contexts. This approach 

emphasizes the importance of interpreting media 

phenomena through critical theoretical lenses that 

account for power structures and institutional 

constraints.[8] 

 

Media Ownership and Control Theory 

Bagdikian's (2004) seminal work "The 

New Media Monopoly" offers crucial theoretical 

insights into how corporate concentration affects 

journalistic independence. In the Indian context, this 

framework helps explain how business 

conglomerates' acquisition of media outlets creates 

conflicts of interest that inhibit critical reporting. 

The propaganda model developed by Herman and 

Chomsky (1988) in "Manufacturing Consent" 

provides additional analytical tools for 

understanding how economic and political filters 

systematically constrain investigative 

journalism.Importantly, recent scholarship by 

Mahapatra (2023) in "Media Law in India" 

examines the legal frameworks that govern press 

freedom, highlighting how regulatory structures can 

either enable or constrain investigative work. This 

legal analysis demonstrates how theoretical concepts 

of media freedom must be understood within 

specific constitutional and regulatory contexts. 

 

Democratic Media Theory 

McChesney's (2004) analysis of media's 

role in democratic society provides theoretical 

grounding for understanding investigative 

journalism's civic function. This perspective, 

elaborated in Indian contexts by scholars like Sinha 

(1997) in "Freedom of Press in India," emphasizes 

journalism's responsibility to serve public rather 

than private interests. The democratic media theory 

framework becomes particularly relevant when 

analyzing how commercial pressures and political 

interference undermine journalism's democratic 

function. 

 

2.2 Contemporary Challenges in Media Studies 

Evolving research methodologies in 

journalism studies, as outlined by Boyle and Rainear 

(2024) in "Evolving Journalism Research Methods," 

provide contemporary frameworks for analyzing 

digital-age challenges. These methodologies 

acknowledge that traditional approaches to media 

analysis must be adapted to address new forms of 

information production and distribution. 

 

Digital Transformation Studies 

The impact of digital transformation on 

journalism has been extensively analyzed in media 

studies literature. Hassan and Thomas's (2006) "The 

New Media Theory Reader" provides theoretical 

frameworks for understanding how technological 

change affects media practices. In the Indian 

context, this theoretical foundation helps explain 

how digital platforms both enable and constrain 

investigative journalism. Additionally, Gunter's 

(2000) comprehensive analysis in "Media Research 

Methods" offers methodological insights crucial for 

studying contemporary media phenomena. This 

methodological foundation emphasizes the 

importance of combining quantitative and 

quantitative approaches to understand complex 

media dynamics, an approach particularly relevant 

for analyzing investigative journalism's multifaceted 

challenges. 

 

Qualitative Research in Journalism 

Iorio's (2004) edited collection "Qualitative 

Research in Journalism: Taking It to the Streets" 

provides crucial methodological foundations for 

understanding journalistic practices through 

ethnographic and case study approaches. This 

methodology is essential for comprehending how 

investigative journalists navigate complex 
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institutional and social constraints in their daily 

work. Further, the theoretical frameworks developed 

by Brennen (2012) emphasize the importance of 

critical engagement with media phenomena, moving 

beyond descriptive analysis to examine underlying 

power structures and institutional dynamics. This 

critical approach is essential for understanding how 

investigative journalism operates within India's 

complex political and economic environment. 

 

2.3 Indian Media Studies Context 

Contemporary Indian media studies 

scholarship provides crucial context for 

understanding investigative journalism challenges. 

Rao's (2019) comprehensive analysis "Indian 

Journalism in a New Era" examines how post-

liberalization changes have transformed media 

ownership patterns and editorial practices. This 

work demonstrates how theoretical frameworks 

developed in Western contexts require adaptation to 

understand India's specific media dynamics. 

 

Historical Perspectives 

Natarajan's (1955) foundational text 

"History of Indian Journalism" remains essential for 

understanding the historical development of press 

freedom concepts in India. This historical 

perspective reveals how contemporary challenges 

have deep roots in colonial-era restrictions and post-

independence political pressures. The historical 

analysis demonstrates that current threats to 

investigative journalism represent both continuities 

and departures from earlier patterns of media 

constraint. 

More recent historical analysis by scholars 

documented in various academic sources reveals 

how the Emergency period (1975-1977) represented 

a crucial turning point in press freedom 

consciousness, establishing investigative 

journalism's role as a democratic watchdog while 

also revealing its vulnerabilities to political pressure. 

 

Contemporary Analysis 

Recent scholarship by Chattopadhyay 

(2024) on social media's impact on Indian 

journalism provides crucial insights into how digital 

platforms are reshaping journalistic practices. This 

analysis reveals how traditional gatekeeping 

functions are being challenged by new information 

flows and audience engagement patterns, creating 

both opportunities and constraints for investigative 

work. As well as, the theoretical frameworks 

provided by established media studies scholarship, 

combined with India-specific analysis, create a 

robust foundation for understanding contemporary 

challenges facing investigative journalism. These 

theoretical perspectives emphasize that journalistic 

practices cannot be understood in isolation from 

their broader social, political and economic 

contexts. 

 

III. Research Objectives 
Building upon established theoretical frameworks in 

media studies research (Berger, 2011; Gunter, 

2000), this study addresses three primary research 

objectives: 

1. To critically analyze the current 

landscape of investigative journalism in India. 

Like to examine the interplay between evolving 

media trends, societal attitudes and newsroom 

practices within the context of digital transformation 

and political pressures, utilizing theoretical 

frameworks established in contemporary media 

studies scholarship. 

2. To identify and evaluate key challenges. 

Such as hindering investigative journalism across 

political, economic, legal, technological and social 

dimensions. Also, employing qualitative research 

methodologies outlined by Brennen (2012) and 

utilizing recent case studies, academic research and 

practitioner insights to provide comprehensive 

understanding. 

3. To propose actionable recommendations 

for strengthening investigative reporting in India, 

drawing upon democratic media theory 

(McChesney, 2004) and contemporary media law 

analysis (Mahapatra, 2023), including legal reforms, 

financial sustainability models, journalist safety 

measures and media literacy initiatives that address 

digital-age challenges. 

 

IV. Methodology 
This research employs a qualitative 

descriptive methodology grounded in established 

media research traditions. The methodological 

approach draws heavily from Brennen's (2012) 

"Qualitative Research Methods for Media Studies," 

which emphasizes the importance of theoretically 

informed, critically engaged research that examines 

media phenomena within their broader social and 

political contexts. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The study utilizes a multi-disciplinary 

theoretical framework incorporating media studies, 

political economy and democratic theory 

perspectives. Following Berger's (2011) approach in 

"Media and Communication Research Methods," the 

analysis combines both qualitative interpretive 

methods with systematic content analysis to provide 
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a comprehensive understanding. The theoretical 

foundation draws particularly from: 

 

• Media ownership theory (Bagdikian, 2004) to 

understand structural constraints on 

investigative journalism 

• Democratic media theory (McChesney, 2004) 

to analyze journalism's civic function 

• Qualitative journalism research 

methodologies (Iorio, 2004) to examine 

practitioner experiences 

 

Data Sources and Analysis 

Following methodological guidelines established in 

journalism studies research (Boyle & Rainear, 

2024), the study synthesizes information from 

multiple source categories: 

• Academic literature from peer-reviewed 

journals in media studies, journalism studiesand 

political science 

• Industry reports from professional journalism 

organizations and media monitoring groups 

• Government and legal documents related to 

press freedom and media regulation in India 

• Practitioner accounts from journalists and 

media professionals documented in professional 

publications 

 

Analytical Framework 

The analysis employs thematic analysis 

techniques outlined in Gunter's (2000) "Media 

Research Methods" to identify patterns across 

different challenge categories. The methodology 

prioritizes understanding interconnections between 

economic, political, legal and technological factors 

affecting investigative journalism, consistent with 

critical media studies approaches emphasized by 

Hassan and Thomas (2006). 

 

Temporal and Geographic Scope 

The research focuses primarily on 

developments from 2021-2025, capturing the impact 

of recent technological, political and social changes 

on investigative journalism while incorporating 

historical context from established sources like 

Natarajan's (1955) "History of Indian Journalism". 

The geographic focus encompasses national-level 

dynamics while acknowledging regional variations 

in media practices. 

 

Methodological Limitations 

Following transparent reporting practices advocated 

in media research methodology (Bertrand & 

Hughes, 2023), this study acknowledges several 

limitations: 

• Reliance primarily on secondary sources 

and existing research, with limited primary data 

collection from practicing journalists 

• English-language source bias that may 

underrepresent regional and vernacular journalism 

perspectives 

• Focus on formal journalism that may 

inadequately represent citizen journalism and 

grassroots reporting 

• Limited temporal scope that may not 

capture longer-term trends and historical cycles 

 

Ethical Considerations 

The methodology adheres to established 

ethical guidelines for media research, particularly 

regarding the representation of journalist 

experiences and the potential risks faced by 

practitioners in challenging political environments, 

consistent with frameworks outlined in 

contemporary journalism research methodology 

texts. 

 

V. Results and Discussion 
5.1 Major Challenge Categories 

The analysis, informed by theoretical 

frameworks from established media studies 

scholarship (Bagdikian, 2004; Herman & Chomsky, 

1988), identifies six interconnected challenge 

categories affecting investigative journalism in 

India, each with distinct characteristics and 

cumulative impact. 
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Figure 5.1: Indicates the intensity of major risk factorsin Investigative journalism in India. 

 
Major challenges facing investigative journalism in India with their relative impact severity levels 

 

Media Capture and Political Pressure 

Media capture, as theorized by Bagdikian (2004) in "The New Media Monopoly," represents the most systemic 

challenge facing Indian investigative journalism. This phenomenon extends beyond overt censorship to 

encompass subtle editorial influence through advertising dependencies and political relationships (Bhat, 2024). 

 

Figure 5.2: Shows a cycle of challenges in investigative journalism in India. 
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Interconnected challenges are creating a 

cycle of decline in investigative journalism quality 

and public trust. The theoretical framework 

developed by Herman and Chomsky (1988) in 

"Manufacturing Consent" provides analytical tools 

for understanding how economic and political filters 

systematically constrain critical journalism. 

Additionally, Contemporary manifestations of 

media capture in India include mainstream outlets 

increasingly echoing governmental narratives while 

marginalizing opposition voices and minority 

perspectives, creating an information environment 

hostile to critical journalism. Political pressure 

operates through multiple channels including legal 

intimidation, regulatory threatsand economic 

coercion, consistent with patterns documented in 

comparative media studies literature (McChesney, 

2004). 

Legal scholars like Mahapatra (2023) in 

"Media Law in India" document how regulatory 

frameworks can be deployed to constrain press 

freedom, noting the expansion of legal tools used 

against journalists, including anti-terror statutes and 

defamation laws.  

 

Declining Public Trust and Democratic 

Legitimacy 

The erosion of public trust in media 

institutions represents a fundamental challenge to 

investigative journalism's democratic function. 

Democratic media theory, as articulated by scholars 

like McChesney (2004), emphasizes that 

journalism's effectiveness depends on public 

confidence in its independence and integrity. In 

India, this trust has deteriorated significantly, with 

Indians consistently ranking media below other 

democratic institutions in trust surveys (Cogent Arts 

& Humanities, 2025). 

This decline reflects broader patterns 

documented in media studies literature regarding the 

relationship between commercial pressures and 

journalistic credibility. The proliferation of "paid 

news"—where outlets publish sponsored content 

disguised as reportage—has particularly damaged 

public confidence, creating what media scholars 

term a "credibility gap" that undermines even 

legitimate investigative work. 

 

Legal and Physical Risks to Journalist Safety 

The escalation of threats against journalists 

represents a critical constraint on investigative 

reporting, particularly affecting freelancers and 

those working in rural areas. Media studies research 

on journalist safety, documented in various 

academic sources, reveals how violence and 

intimidation create systemic barriers to investigative 

work. 

The lack of robust legal frameworks for 

journalist protection exacerbates these risks, leaving 

practitioners vulnerable to both state and non-state 

actors. Whistleblower protection remains 

inadequate, exposing both sources and journalists to 

reprisals that deter investigative reporting. This 

situation reflects what media scholars term 

"structural violence" against journalism—systemic 

conditions that make investigative work dangerous 

and unsustainable. 

 

Economic and Structural Constraints 

The transformation of media economics 

through digital disruption has fundamentally altered 

the financial foundations of investigative 

journalism. Media studies research on industry 

economics demonstrates how traditional revenue 

streams have declined as advertising migrates to 

technology platforms, reducing newsroom resources 

and increasing reliance on press releases and wire 

services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 188-199                            ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                   Page 194 

Figure 5.3: Displays a Statistical overview of India's digital media penetration and user base in 2025 

 
 

Independent outlets, crucial for sustained 

investigative work, struggle with financial 

sustainability and depend on precarious funding 

models including crowdfunding and grants. This 

economic precarity creates what media studies 

scholars term "resource dependency," where 

editorial decisions become influenced by funding 

considerations rather than public interest criteria. 

Theoretical frameworks from media economics 

research help explain how commercial imperatives 

increasingly override investigative depth, creating 

structural barriers to long-term investigative projects 

that require significant resource investment but may 

not generate immediate revenue. 

 

Technological Disruption and Information 

Disorder 

The digital transformation presents contradictory 

challenges and opportunities for investigative 

journalism. While technology enables new 

storytelling methods and audience engagement, it 

also facilitates misinformation proliferation and 

creates new vulnerabilities including hacking, 

surveillanceand manipulation through deepfakes. 

Media studies research on digital journalism reveals 

how the speed and virality demands of digital 

platforms often conflict with the methodical 

requirements of investigative work. The competition 

for attention online incentivizes clickbait approaches 

that undermine the quality of in-depth reporting, 

creating what scholars’ term "attention economy" 

pressures on journalistic practice. 

 

Societal Pressures and Audience Fragmentation 

Social polarization and algorithmic echo chambers 

complicate investigative journalism's reach and 

impact, as documented in contemporary media 

studies research on digital media effects. Audience 

preferences increasingly favor short-form, 

entertainment-focused content over in-depth 

reporting, creating market pressures that discourage 

investigative investment. 

The fragmentation of audiences across multiple 

platforms makes it difficult for investigative work to 

achieve the broad impact necessary for social 

change. This reflects broader patterns in media 

consumption documented by scholars studying 

digital media's impact on public discourse and 

democratic engagement. 

 

5.2 Interconnected Challenge Dynamics 

The challenges facing investigative journalism in 

India operate as interconnected systems rather than 

isolated problems, consistent with systems theory 
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approaches in media studies research. Media capture 

initiates a cascade of effects that amplify other 

challenges, creating self-reinforcing cycles of 

decline that media scholar’s term "institutional 

deterioration." 

Political pressure and economic constraints combine 

to create legal vulnerabilities, while technological 

disruption exacerbates trust issues and audience 

fragmentation. This systemic analysis, informed by 

theoretical frameworks from critical media studies, 

reveals how individual challenges become mutually 

reinforcing, creating what scholars term "crisis 

cycles" in journalistic institutions. 

 

5.3 Digital Media Landscape Impact 

India's digital transformation provides context for 

both challenges and opportunities in investigative 

journalism. With 806 million internet users and 491 

million social media users, digital platforms offer 

unprecedented reach potential. However, media 

studies research on digital journalism reveals how 

the dominance of social media in news consumption 

favors rapid, shareable content over investigative 

depth, creating structural tensions between audience 

preferences and journalistic requirements. 

The rise of independent digital platforms, including 

YouTube channels and podcasts, demonstrates 

alternative pathways for investigative journalism 

that bypass traditional media capture mechanisms. 

However, these platforms face their own 

sustainability challenges and digital security risks, 

reflecting broader patterns documented in media 

studies literature on alternative media development. 

 

5.4 Regional and Vernacular Journalism 

Perspectives 

While mainstream English and Hindi outlets face 

significant capture pressures, regional and 

vernacular journalism demonstrates greater 

resilience in challenging dominant narratives, 

consistent with findings in media studies research on 

media diversity and localism. Digital platforms have 

enabled regional outlets to reach broader audiences 

while maintaining editorial independence, though 

they remain vulnerable to targeted harassment and 

resource constraints. 

This pattern reflects theoretical insights from media 

studies research on the relationship between media 

ownership concentration and editorial diversity, 

suggesting that decentralized, locally-rooted 

journalism may offer greater resistance to 

systematic capture attempts. 

 

VI. Recommendations 

Based on the analysis of challenges and 

opportunities, informed by democratic media theory 

(McChesney, 2004) and contemporary media law 

scholarship (Mahapatra, 2023), this study proposes 

comprehensive recommendations across multiple 

intervention areas: 

Legal and Regulatory Reforms 

Drawing upon comparative media law analysis and 

constitutional scholarship on press freedom, the 

study recommends: 

• Strengthen whistleblower protection laws 

with robust safeguards against retaliation, following 

models analyzed in international media law 

scholarship 

• Decriminalize defamation and replace with 

civil remedies to reduce legal intimidation, 

consistent with democratic media theory principles 

• Establish independent journalist protection 

mechanisms with legal aid support, incorporating 

best practices from media safety research 

• Reform information access laws to enhance 

transparency and reduce bureaucratic barriers, 

following frameworks outlined in contemporary 

media law scholarship 

Financial Sustainability Models 

Incorporating insights from media economics 

research and journalism industry studies: 

• Develop public interest journalism funds 

through government and private sector partnerships, 

following models analyzed in comparative media 

studies 

• Support membership and subscription 

models for independent outlets, drawing upon 

successful international examples documented in 

journalism studies literature 

• Create tax incentives for investigative 

journalism investment, based on policy analysis 

from media economics research 

• Establish fellowship and grant programs 

specifically for investigative work, incorporating 

best practices from journalism education scholarship 

Digital Security and Technological Safeguards 

Based on research in digital journalism and media 

technology studies: 

• Provide digital security training for 

journalists and media organizations, following 

protocols developed in journalism safety research 

• Develop advanced verification tools to 

combat misinformation, incorporating insights from 

information science and digital journalism studies 

• Support secure communication platforms 

for journalist-source interactions, based on digital 

rights and media security research 
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• Create digital forensics capabilities for 

investigative work, drawing upon interdisciplinary 

approaches in journalism and technology studies 

Media Literacy and Public Engagement 

Following theoretical frameworks from media 

education and public communication research: 

• Launch comprehensive media literacy 

campaigns targeting diverse audiences, based on 

research in media education and civic engagement 

• Integrate media literacy into educational 

curricula at multiple levels, following best practices 

documented in educational media research 

• Support public engagement initiatives that 

highlight investigative journalism value, 

incorporating insights from science communication 

and public engagement studies 

• Develop fact-checking initiatives with 

community participation, based on research in 

collaborative journalism and civic media 

Professional Development and Ethics 

Drawing upon journalism education and 

professional development research: 

• Strengthen self-regulation mechanisms 

within media organizations, following models 

analyzed in comparative journalism ethics research 

• Enhance journalism education programs 

with investigative specializations, incorporating 

contemporary pedagogical approaches documented 

in journalism education literature 

• Create mentorship networks connecting 

experienced and emerging investigative journalists, 

based on professional development research in 

journalism studies 

• Develop ethical guidelines for digital-age 

investigative practices, following frameworks from 

journalism ethics and digital media studies 

Platform and Technology Support 

Based on research in media innovation and digital 

journalism infrastructure: 

• Support independent digital platforms with 

technical and financial assistance, following 

successful models documented in alternative media 

research 

• Develop multilingual investigative 

journalism platforms, incorporating insights from 

linguistic diversity and media accessibility studies 

• Create collaborative networks enabling 

resource sharing among outlets, based on research in 

journalism collaboration and networked media 

• Establish investigative journalism 

databases and resource centers, drawing upon 

information science and journalism infrastructure 

research 

 

VII. Conclusion 
Investigative journalism in India confronts 

a critical moment that will determine its future 

relevance and impact on democratic governance. 

Drawing upon established theoretical frameworks 

from media studies scholarship (Bagdikian, 2004; 

Herman & Chomsky, 1988; McChesney, 2004), this 

analysis reveals that the convergence of media 

capture, economic pressures, legal restrictionsand 

technological disruption creates a challenging 

environment that requires comprehensive 

intervention across multiple dimensions. Also, this 

analysis demonstrates that while individual 

challenges are significant, their interconnected 

nature amplifies the overall threat to investigative 

journalism, consistent with systems theory 

approaches in media studies research. Media capture 

emerges as a foundational issue that exacerbates 

other problems, creating cycles of decline that 

undermine both journalistic quality and public trust. 

This finding aligns with theoretical predictions from 

democratic media theory about the relationship 

between media ownership concentration and 

editorial independence. 

However, the digital transformation also 

presents opportunities for innovation and 

independence, particularly through alternative 

platforms and funding models. The resilience 

demonstrated by independent outlets and regional 

journalism, as documented in contemporary media 

studies research (Rao, 2019; Chattopadhyay, 2024), 

suggests that investigative reporting can adapt and 

survive, but only with deliberate support and reform 

efforts guided by evidence-based policy 

recommendations. Ultimately, the recommendations 

proposed in this study, grounded in comparative 

media law analysis (Mahapatra, 2023) and 

democratic media theory, require coordinated action 

from policymakers, civil society, media 

organizationsand audiences to create an 

environment where investigative journalism can 

fulfill its democratic function. These interventions 

must address not only immediate challenges but also 

underlying structural conditions that perpetuate 

media capture and institutional decline. 

The present study focused on the 

theoretical insights from established media studies 

scholarship, particularly regarding the relationship 

between media ownership patterns, regulatory 

frameworksand journalistic independence, which 

prove essential for understanding contemporary 

challenges. The application of these frameworks to 

the Indian context reveals both universal patterns 

and culturally specific dynamics that require tailored 

policy responses. 
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The stakes extend beyond journalism itself 

to encompass the health of Indian democracy. 

Without robust investigative reporting, corruption 

and abuse of power remain hidden, accountability 

mechanisms weakenand public discourse becomes 

impoverished. The challenges documented in this 

study are significant, but they are not 

insurmountable with sustained commitment to 

reform and innovation guided by rigorous academic 

analysis and evidence-based policy development. 

ON the other hand, the future of investigative 

journalism in India depends on recognizing both the 

severity of current challenges and the potential for 

transformation through comprehensive, coordinated 

intervention. Success requires not only addressing 

individual challenges but also breaking the 

interconnected cycles that perpetuate decline and 

creating new foundations for independent, impactful 

journalism grounded in democratic principles and 

public service ideals. 

At the end, this analysis contributes to the 

broader scholarly understanding of journalism's 

challenges in developing democracies while 

highlighting the urgent need for sustained academic 

attention to these critical issues. The theoretical 

frameworks and methodological approaches 

employed provide foundations for future research 

that can deepen understanding and inform more 

effective interventions to support democratic 

journalism in India and comparable contexts. 
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