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The role of Higher Education is to enable 

individuals with a basic understanding level of 

competence in any discipline and providing them 

adequate training. It has to able to meet the market 

standards of education as the employability factor.  

 The National Education Policy has come 

as quite an unexpected move. The declaration of 

several fundamental changes in the system of 

education has promised to revolutionise primary, 

secondary as well as higher education in our large 

nation. 

 The latest all India Higher Education 

survey places India as one of the largest higher 

education systems in the world with 993 

Universities and 39,931 Colleges, with just 3.73 

Crore students enrolled in Higher Education. 

 Indian higher education system has had a 

number of complications since its very inception 

itself.  

Some of the major problems currently faced by the 

higher education system in India includes: 

(a) A severely fragmental higher educational 

ecosystem. 

(b) Less emphasis on development of 

cognitive skill and learning outcomes. 

(c) A rigid separation of discipline with early 

specialization and streaming of student into narrow 

areas of study. 

(d) Limited access particularly in socio-

economically disadvantaged areas with few HEIs, 

that teach in local languages. 

(e) Limited Teacher and Institutional 

autonomy. 

(f) An ineffective regulatory system and 

(g) Large affiliating universities resulting in 

low standards of undergraduate education (NEP-

2020). 

The policies vision includes the following key 

changes to the current system: 

(a) Moving towards a higher educational 

system consisting of large, multidisciplinary 

universities and colleges, with at least one in or 

near every district and with more HEIs across India 

that offer medium of instruction or programmed in 

local/Indian languages. 

(b) Moving towards a more multidisciplinary 

undergraduate education. 

(c) Moving towards faculty and institutional 

autonomy. 

(d) Revamping curriculum, Pedagogy, 

assessment, and student support for enhanced 

student experiences. 

(e) Reaffirming the integrity of faculty and 

institutional leadership positions through merit-

appointments and career progression based on 

teaching, research and service. 

(f) Governance of HEIs by Higher qualified 

independent boards having academic and 

administrative autonomy. 

(g) “Light but tight” regulation by a single 

regulator for higher education. 

To get a clean picture of the reforms we have to 

look at them in a  

summarised way. The regulatory bodies of higher 

education in India are divided in four groups in the 

provisions of the new Education Policy. 

The NHRC will be the responsible 

regulatory body for the all higher education 

programme except the Medical and Law 

programmes. It will aim to remedy the undue 

repetition and irregularities which creep because of 

the messy structure of the several regulatory 

bodies. 

The primary activity for regulation will be 

the aspect of grading. The National Accreditation 

Council will grade the institution through 

independent groups on the basis of public 

transparency, strong governance and academic 

results given by them. The Higher Education 

Institutions shall be excepted to work in a staged 

manner for achieving their goals of autonomy, self-

governance, and qualify education. The Higher 

Education Institutions shall be excepted to achieve 

the highest level of affiliations in fifteen year time 

periods through an Institution development 

Programme of their own and will aim towards 

achieving their stature to become Self-governing 
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and self-regulated clusters with the capacity and 

competence to award degrees to student on their 

own.  

Among other aspects, one of the most 

urgently required aspects are that of Research and 

Development and provisions have been made in the 

new education policy to tackle the complications 

on the level of regulations of such centres of 

research. In order to deal with the lacuna of 

research at the universities and degree colleges, as 

well as transparent peer reviewed research 

structures across various schools of knowledge, the 

New Education Policy brings much needful focus 

on interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary 

approaches to learning and research. 

 “The policy comes with three different 

types of research institutions in place – Type 1 will 

focus on world class research and high quality 

teaching across discipline with significant 

contribution. Type 2 will focus on high quality 

teaching across disciplines with significant 

contribution on research; and Type 3 will focus on 

high quality teaching across disciplines at 

undergraduate level “ (Gupta and Singh) 

 

Conclusion   

The above study and discussion underlines 

the challenges faced by the higher education 

institutions in India and the ways for tacking them 

through reforms in the existing structure of 

regulation as well as providing ample space for 

research oriented multidisciplinary approach 

towards education and to meet the global standards. 
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