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Abstract

This study investigates the complex interaction
between internal and external factors shaping
Ideological and Political Education (IPE) in Chinese
universities, with a particular emphasis on Jilin
Province. As a fundamental component of China’s
higher education system, IPE plays a crucial role in
fostering socialist core values, reinforcing national
identity, and cultivating allegiance to the Communist
Party of China (CPC) among students.

Internally, institutional —mechanisms—including
government directives, curriculum frameworks,
teaching methodologies, and campus
ethos—establish a controlled environment for
ideological indoctrination. Externally, however,
forces such as globalization, the omnipresence of
digital media, and evolving geopolitical dynamics
present significant challenges to conventional
ideological instruction. These external influences
expose students to competing perspectives,
potentially generating ideological conflicts and
resistance to state-sanctioned narratives.

The findings highlight a dual pressure on IPE: while
internal reforms, including interactive pedagogies,
enhance student engagement, external forces such as
social media and global ideologies introduce
competing narratives that complicate the Party's
educational objectives. This paper emphasizes the
need for adaptive strategies, including critical
thinking and media literacy, to reconcile the tension
between preserving ideological consistency and
embracing global influences. By analyzing the
unique socio-cultural and political landscape of Jilin
Province, the study offers valuable insights into
evolving trends in ideological education in China
and presents recommendations for its future
direction.

I. Introduction
The balance between ideological teaching
and nationalism is already an integral part of
China’s higher education system, as the government
seeks to cultivate politically loyal and socially
responsible citizens. IPE serves as a method of
imparting Marxism, socialism with Chinese

characteristics, and loyalty to the Communist Party
of China (CPC). However, beyond its pedagogical
role, IPE is a socio-political tool intended to
ingratiate the values of future generations with the
state’s strategic ends. This system embodies the twin
imperatives of national ideological orthodoxy and
socio-political stability, both of which remain vital to
China in an environment of global flux (Chen and
Li2021).

A visit to Jilin, China’s northeastern
province, provides a valuable insight into how to
cope with IPE. Jilin is a historically significant
region with a singular socio-economic profile shaped
in its industrial past, cultural traditions and
international borderland locations. These shared axes
enable examination of the interplay between the
internal and external drivers of change that
will influence the implementation of IPE. There are
set centralized government policies governing the
curriculum and its delivery across all universities,
which facilitates the erasure of ideological diversity
across the country. Yet, as Zhang and Liu (2020)
note, local adaptations of these policies in Jilin have
emphasized the regional socio-economic context
(such as pooling its agrarian and industrial loci) as
priorities in order to make ideological education
more relevant and impact for students.

The role of campus culture and student
organizations will be key to providing -club,
community, and lifestyle support at the university
level in order to sustain habits cultivated via IPE.
Schools hold groups including the Communist Youth
League and political seminars across campus, spaces
where students can engage actively with the Party’s
ideological narrative. Therefore, these initiatives are
integral to cultivating a sense of dedication to the
present country and a sense of pride in the current
country as part of campus life (Liu and Wang, 2019).

But globally, huge challenges loom in the
form of globalization, digital media and shifting
geopolitics. The very phenomenon of
globalization568 has subjected students to diverse
ideologies and political systems based on liberal
democratic traditions that challenge China's socialist
narrative. Widespread availability of social media
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platforms like WeChat and Weibo have expanded
this exposure — serving as conduits for students to
hear global conversations about democracy, human
rights and individual freedoms. wei and Xu (2021)
saliently have remarked, these platforms have
displaced the ideological homogeneity coveted by
IPE, allowing for competing narratives that do not
refer to state modes of justification.

This  landscape is  complicated by
geopolitical tensions. International conflicts, such as
the U.S.-China trade war and territorial disputes in
the South China Sea, have intensified, and growing
nationalism has led to the reorientation of IPE with a
stronger focus on patriotic education. Yet, the rise of
globalizing phenomena can also induce a sense of
distance — the rise of pride can turn the other beak.
Yet, Zhou and Li (2021) suggest that nationalism
and globalization will break IPE apart, while IPE
should conform to external such as domestic
pressure and drive its core ideological struggle.

This study illustrates how
these complementary  internal and  external
environmental determinants jointly affect the IPE in
Jilin Province. This paper aims to showcase the
complications of ideological education in the world
we live in today, particularly through the lens of
ideological information through empirical study,
integrating the studies by recent literature, and
illustrating them in light of the unique regional
characteristics in Jilin province. The
discussion draws especially from the interaction of
contradicting ideological paradigms facing learning
systems, the problem around relevance within digital
media usage and the imperative of flexible
pedagogical approaches. The insights from this
analytical and empirical undertaking could
contribute to the ongoing efforts to inform policy
makers, educators and scholars at finding the best
path in optimizing the development of IPE to serve
the ideological need of generations of leaders of
China to come.

II. Literature Review

The Issues and Opportunities of Ideological
and Political Education (IPE) in Chinese universities
are influenced by the interaction between internal
and external factors. The dynamics of these
influences mirror the changing socio-political and
educational landscape of China. This play is of
particular significance in Jilin Province, renting its
own regional specialty and location in the whole
national education structure. Assessing how the
external pressures — from globalization, digital
media, and geopolitics — the review looks at recent
trends and emerging practices across internal

structures of curriculum, policies, and campus
culture.
Internal Factors: Curriculum, Institutional
Frameworks, and Cultural Dynamics

IPE curricula is structured to indoctrinate
an ideological orthodoxy informed by Marxist
thought, socialist morals, and faith in the Communist
Party of China (CPC). Power pairing: political
education, meant to create students' ideological
consistency with the state's goals and to mold their
understanding into something useful Traditional
methods, characterized by rote memorization and
lecture, are rapidly giving way to pedagogical
innovation in response to the changing demands of
21st century learners. For example, in my home
province of Jilin, the recent reforms have also
introduced participative teaching approaches as
group discussions, case studies, multi-media
presentations so as to enhance critical engagement
and apply adaptability. These reforms acknowledge
that digitally native learners respond better to
external stimuli than to intrinsic motivation, and they
flourish in a collaborative learning experience.
According to Liu and Zhang (2021), such
innovations not only enhance students' enthusiasm
of participation, but also promote the active
internalization and application of ideological
thoughts and realize the transition from book
knowledge understanding to practical understanding.

Well-structured institutional frameworks,
which combine national specifications with regional
special features, underpin and facilitate these
curricular reforms. A series of directives from the
Ministry of Education implemented a uniform
structure of ideological education to facilitate a
sense of common Chinese identity. But, the Jilin
universities should adapt these guidelines in the
context of their socio-economic and cultural
environment. In the IPE program, for example,
themes related to the province’s industrial and
agricultural past tend to be embedded in ideological
content, which connects what students are learning
to their direct experiences in concrete ways. By
rooting Marxist propositions into the matrix of
Jilin’s history and economy, they help carve a path
towards a more accessible and pertinent
ideological education. The knowledge that IPE is
tailoredvery much to a region makes it resonate
more among students who perceive socialist values
to be distant and against the conditions of life (Zhou
& Li, 2022).

Additionally, there are some institutional
mechanisms, other than faculty, that assist localized
content, such as support from administration for

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

ISO 9001: 2008 Certified ‘Journal

Page 2



www.ijhssm.org

¢

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)
Volume 5, Issue 4, Jul. - Aug., 2025, pp: 31-42

ISSN: 3048-6874

extracurricular activities. Most universities host
campus events like themed workshops and
symposiums that provide students with
opportunities for a deeper exploration of ideological
principles. The program also holds mentorship
events wherein faculty mentor and guide students in
introductory  real-world  application of the
topics with ideological bends. According to Wang et
al. (2020), such initiatives work to solidify the
ideological cohesiveness of the curriculum while
encouraging critical engagement and intellectual
curiosity.

Campus culture has an important effect as it
advocates for the deepening of the diffusion of the
IPE, which is described as "an environment in which
ideological education breaks through formal and
informal ways. Peer networks and student
organizations, in particular the Communist Youth
League, are essential in this ecosystem. In these
groups, members hold political seminars,
volunteering projects and peer-led study groups to
encourage cooperation and dialogue. And they're
nice in another way too because they reinforce the
ideological indoctrination that’s received in the in-
classrooms plus they have the added benefit of
instilling the sense of collective responsibility and
comradeship among the students. These activities
allow universities to soak students in socialist ideas
and let students experience socialist values in life,
which, according to research, has a greater
correlation with sustained belief in an ideology
(Zhang & Wang, 2021).

Campus culture is more than organized
activities; it’s academic ethos. Indeed, informal, on-
the-ground interactions, discussions, and exchanges
between students themselves are essential in
determining the dynamics of these ideological
communities. As the social life surrounding students
during their university years often mirrors the
ideological priorities of the institutions themselves,
offering numerous points of contact through which
students could encounter Party values (Wang & Xu,
2021). On the one side, the shared formats and
features of campus media, from newsletters to social
networking groups, circulate content echoing the
ideologies articulated through IPE. The goal of these
platforms is, after all, to negotiate, to spark
discussion and understanding through reflection, and
to ponder many of the same ideological ideas that
they are told inside homes and schools, in ways that
are crucially woven into their daily lives.

Furthermore, the emphasis on collaboration
in student organizations helps foster a sense of
common mission, prompting students to view
themselves as active agents in China’s future

political and social life. The Communist Youth
League, for instance, regularly  promotes
community service and  volunteerism,  and
categorizes such behaviors in terms of collectivism
and national pride. Yes, these programs also impart
ideological values and practical skills (leadership
and teamwork) that align with the mission of IPE.
Chen and Liu (2022) posit that this combination of
integrating ideological education while promoting
skills more generally, seems to encourage students to
view more value in IPE, which in turn benefits their
commitment and participation in IPE.

In conclusion, the internal context of IPE
in Jilin Province reflects the reciprocal promotion
and development of innovative curriculum,
institutional environment and campus culture. These
shifts towards participatory pedagogies, localized
content, and peer networks and student
organizations, are interconnected and operate
together as levers in an integrated and multilayered
apparatus of ideological education. Thus, while rapid
pedagogical flexibility presents challenges IPE
faces, the changing environment of IPE overall
reflects a thematic push towards newness
juxtaposed against the attempt to maintain the
tradition of China’s political education system.

External Factors: Globalization, Digital Media,
and Geopolitical Pressures

An external environment
adds unprecedented complexity to the insular
framework of Ideological and Political Education
(IPE). Globalization, digital new media and
geopolitical tensions introduce external to the
established ideological narratives opposing value
systems and visions. Overall, these influences call
for a re-thinking of the ways in which IPE is
structured and delivered; a  re-assessment
particularly relevant in provinces like Jilin, where
students are increasingly exposed to globalized
thought.

Globalization and Its Ideological Impact
Globalization has widened students’
exposure to competing political worldviews, social
values and cultural practices. Today’s Chinese
university students are broadly exposed on
campus to international collaborations, academic
exchanges, and study-abroad opportunities in which
they directly encounter liberal democratic systems
and Western individualistic value structures. These
experiences, however, according to Li and Chen
(2021), not only enrich students' understanding of
the global issues but also produce ideological
differences among students. Ideal students learn this
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comparative aspect through the competing tensions
between collectivist orientation of IPE based on
socialist principles and the associated liberal
democratic values based on individual rights and
liberties that are cherished in Western Liberal
democracies.

Such tensions have been especially strong
in Jilin Province, where local economic
development depends heavily on international
connection and trade. This exposure produces
cognitive dissonance, where students admire aspects
of global ideologies while still being susceptible to
the ideological expectations of the CPC (Zhou and
Wang 2021). This points to a key challenge for IPE:
how to contextualize a global geography of political
economy within the specialties of the socio-political
landscape of China. Jilin's universities have taken
the lead in experimenting with the integration of
global issues like climate change and international
relations into IPE curricula. Such a model not only
makes IPE more relevant but also facilitates critical
engagement, enabling students to not just grasp but
critically interrogate global ideologies which in turn
helps to reinforce socialist tenets.

Digital Media and the Disruption of
Ideological Narratives
Digital media has become an important factor in
influencing student perceptions when it has open
access to large amounts of political information.
Through mobile platforms like WeChat, Weibo,
Douyin (the Chinese version of TikTok) and even
YouTube using VPNs, students are confronted with
competing and often conflicting narratives. This is
shaking up narratives that tend to be controlled by
the state and offering students alternative
perspectives on democracy, governance and social
justice. Zhang and Wang (2021) actually argue that
the speed and the volume of information circulation
on these digital platforms posed great challenges for
the state to maintain ideological uniformity.

In addition, social media forums enable
peer-to-peer political discourse, allowing students to
develop and voice opinions those diverging from the
CPC’s ideological framework. Such platforms also
provide for amplification of dissenting voices, thus
enabling students to be exposed to critiques of both
domestic and international government policies.
Chen and Liu (2022) note that this problem is
compounded by students' limited critical media
literacy skills, as they are not necessarily equipped
to determine whether the content they come across
aligns with academic standards on a verified or
ideologically based premise.

Thus, universities in Jilin Province have
begun to integrate media literacy education into
their IPE course of study. They prepare students to
analyze carefully the trustworthiness and bias of
digital materials. However, by constructing media
literacy as a toolkit for sifting through competing
narratives, educators hope to contain the
destabilising effects of digital media, while at the
same time reinforcing the ideological framework of
the CPC. This approach is especially useful to
prepare learners to identify reliable sources of
information and promote a deeper understanding of
political rhetoric.

Geopolitical Pressures and the Rise of
Nationalism
Geopolitical tensions, such as the U.S.-China trade
war, tensions in the South China Sea,
and international criticisms of China’s human rights
record, have put nationalism at the centre of IPE.
Framed in nationalist terms, as a response to the
ideological influence of the globalized world,
education with Chinese characteristics can thus be
understood as a nativity counter-attack on themes of
nationalism, sovereignty and the 'achievements of
socialism with Chinese characteristics' in the face of
the idealization power to which it has been exposed.
Wang et al. (2021), this approach fosters a sense of
community and belonging among students, and
helps them to be positioned as being loyal to the
CPC's narrative of a strong, independent China.

The increasing emphasis on nationalism,
however, has its own dangers. Overzealous
nationalistic declaratives can also ostracise students
who are more cosmopolitan or Orwellian in their
state-baiting. While this brands students with a sense
of unified nationalism, Zhou and Li (2022) argue
that nationalism can box students into being
uncooperative and unaccepting of international
challenges that can only be overcome through
cooperation and inclusiveness e.g. climate change
or international diplomacy. In response, several Jilin
universities are trying to gradually set up global
citizenship education in IPE. This effort seeks to
promote balance between a patriotic education and a
recognition of common responsibilities in the world
— building a type of inclusive nationalism rather
than a exclusive nationalism.

Synthesis and Emerging Trends
This complex interplay between internal and
external factors illustrates how quickly the
landscape has evolved for IPE. The Party’s socialist
core values that would so-called underpin Xi’s 2012
“Chinese Dream” and 2013 bare-bone (i.e.

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

ISO 9001: 2008 Certified ‘Journal

Page 4



www.ijhssm.org

¢

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)
Volume 5, Issue 4, Jul. - Aug., 2025, pp: 31-42

ISSN: 3048-6874

hardware/containers) repertoire for modernization
based on energized ideological teaching (i.e. modern
curricula and participatory education) confront
external streams of globalization and new media that
the Party advances smear vagueness of geopolitical
tensions (that corrode the State system) that threaten
to undermine traditional ways of thinking and living.
Addressing these challenges calls for adaptable
strategies that incorporate global elements and foster
critical media literacy in ways that advance the
Chinese ideological agenda.

Such complexities are increasingly being
recognized in new lines of synthesis within IPE.
Today hybrid learning environments are becoming
more popular, replacing classic ideological content
with state of the art digital tools and interactive
formats. These practices could give more creativity
to the admission of students, but have an “its think”
especially ideological. Emphasizes interdisciplinary
links from IPE to other global issues on the agenda
such as international relations, environmental policy
and global economics. As Liu and Wang (2021)
contend, this cross-disciplinarity strengthens the
pertinence of IPE, positioning it as an ever more
needed requirement to provide graduates with the
means to address national and global challenges.

Moreover, an important innovation is
integrating experiential learning in the curricula in
IPE. Moreover, tangible activities such as
community service work, international exchange
programs or simulations provide students with
normative ideals to be channeled into action. These
initiatives not only match and bolster the ideals
espoused by IPE, but also provide the skills and
knowledge necessary for students to succeed in an
increasingly globalism world.

III. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research
approach to investigate the internal and external
factors influencing Ideological and Political
Education (IPE) in Chinese universities, with a
specific focus on lJilin Province. By employing a
systematic literature review and thematic analysis,
the research aims to synthesize existing knowledge
and uncover trends, challenges, and opportunities
within the IPE framework. This section elaborates
on the research design, data collection, analytical
framework, ethical considerations, and limitations,
ensuring methodological rigor.

3.1 Research Design

The research is based on a construction
paradigm, which highlights people who
interactively  build  knowledge from  their

surroundings. Such a perspective is tailored to
notions of IPE, where students are not merely
consumers of ideological content but participators in
how it is understood and applied. Within the
framework of IPE, constructive learning theory
stresses the interaction between internal education
structures, like curricula and institutional policies,
and external factors, like globalization and digital
media. As outlined by Piaget (1973), the basis of
construction theory is that learners devise meaning
as they actively engage with their environment, and
this perspective is therefore critical in exploring how
students mediate between state-oriented ideological
education and competing narratives from the
global sphere.

The present study employs a systematic
literature review method. By analyzing the complex
interactions of various internal and external factors,
a systematic review validates knowledge by relying
on sound research and has been a best-read article.
This is especially so with regard to Jilin Province, in
which, although the elements of the Utopian IPE
system remain at play, the cross-section of the
province’s socio-economic and cultural landscape
creates unique chapters in the unfolding story.

The thematic analysis framework creates
the current systematic review, which supports the
identification of themes that recur throughout the
literature. These methods allow the study to unpack
critical questions about how local iterations of
national IPE policies interact with global flows, and
how digital media is shifting the ideological terrain
for students. By employing a qualitative approach,
we are able to develop a nuanced understanding of
these issues in such a way that captures the
complexity and fluidity of the factors that shape IPE
in Jilin Province.

Furthermore, this study design highlights
the role of contextual factors in determining IPE
effectiveness. One notable trend is the adoption of
the construction paradigm that emphasizes
interactive and participatory pedagogic, which
contrasts with the traditional focus on didactic
teaching methods that can be a hallmark of Jilin’s
universities. Positioning the analysis within this
theoretical and methodological framework means
not only analyzing extant knowledge but also
providing insights that ensure better implementation
by educators and policymakers.

This design thus balances rigor and
adaptability, responding to the need for research that
can move with the shifting questions of IPE and
allow for global disruption with internal reform. The
combination or linking of constructivist theory with
thorough literature review provides a broad

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

ISO 9001: 2008 Certified ‘Journal

Page 5



www.ijhssm.org

o

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)
Volume 5, Issue 4, Jul. - Aug., 2025, pp: 31-42

ISSN: 3048-6874

comprehensive narrative to the interaction of forces
at play in the ideological education of Jilin Province.

3.2 Data Collection

The data collection process was
meticulously designed to capture a diverse array of
perspectives, ensuring both the wvalidity and
reliability of the findings. By employing a multi-
source approach, the study constructed a
comprehensive and holistic view of the internal and
external factors influencing Ideological and Political
Education (IPE). This methodology not only
broadened the scope of the analysis but also
reinforced its rigor.

Peer-reviewed Academic Literature

Data Collection The study was based on articles in
academic journals, published in the last five years.
Focusing on more modern literature means that the
articles and the findings remained relevant to
ongoing events taking place in the IPE world. Bank
(2023) The aforementioned articles belonged to the
disciplines of education, sociology, political science,
media studies, etc. That reflected a inter-disciplinal
characteristic of this issue Search on the same major
and well-known academic databases including
Scopus, Web of Science and China National
Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), the search terms
regarding the three terms—"“Ideological and Political
Education,” “Jilin Province,” “globalization,” and
“digital media,” were utilized to collect relative
literature. Through this process, it became viable to
some additionally consider literature on the theory
and practice of IPE.

Government Policies and Institutional Reports
Primary policy documents and reports from China’s
Ministry of Education and local authorities in Jilin
Province provided critical insights into the
frameworks governing IPE. These documents
encompassed national curriculum  standards,
localized implementation strategies, and institutional
action plans. The inclusion of regional reports
highlighted how national policies are adapted to
address local socio-economic and cultural dynamics,
offering a nuanced understanding of IPE's regional
specificity.

Case Studies and Regional Analyses

Case studies of Jilin Province and other similar
northeastern regions were used to examine localized
constraints and possibilities, capturing an IPE-panel
study of these economies. Research that compared
provinces such as Liaoning and Heilongjiang added
depth to the study, showcasing differences in

educational outcomes and policy implementation.
This regional vantage point foregrounded the
interaction between centralized orders and local
adaptations.

Digital Media and Social Discourse

Part of this research looked at the impact of what can
broadly be thought of, WeChat, Weibo TikTok, etc,
the role platforms play in how it affects IPE.
These platforms were not the subject of studies
investigating how students exercised alternative
political discourses or how they were motivated in
their ideology impulses. The emphasis was
appropriate, given that digital media had
increasingly  penetrated  students’  potentially
trenchant lives — and disrupted all those last
strongholds of education for ideology.

Data collection was conducted according to
PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic
Reviews and  Meta-Analyses) criteria  to
ensure transparency and reprehensibility. The need
of establishing specific inclusion/ exclusion criteria
in systematic screening approaches helped in
collecting rich and valid data.

3.3 Analytical Framework

Thematic analysis was applied in the research to
identify and interpret patterns across the data and
delve into the multidimensional of inter-professional
education (IPE). This balanced well between a single
point of measure to syntheses on, but still
gave opportunities for nuance to come through.
Data Familiarization

Each piece of information sourced was analyzed
closely to build a solid understanding of the material
and the circumstances. Data from relevant articles
were Thematised and categorized based on the
study objectives. This process involved looking for
patterns common themes.

Theme Identification

Thematically this centered on the foci of the study
on key internal and external factors impacting IPE.
They included curriculum design, the importance of
institutional frameworks, globalization, the influence
of digital media and the rise of nationalism. Within
each of these major themes, sub-themes were
identified, allowing for a more granular exploration
of interconnections.

Cross-Regional Comparisons

In addition, a comparative analysis was conducted to
gauge the variations in IPE implementation across
the different regions of China. The data found in
Jilin Province was compared with findings from
other provinces to highlight accordingly their own
regional and related unique challenges and
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adaptations. This comparative lens provided a
broader perspective, framing Jilin’s experience in the
context of the country as a whole.

Interconnected Analysis

We reviewed approaches to IPE that focused on both
internal and external factors to evaluate their
integrated contributions to IPE. Discussion: The
synthesis of localized content embedded in an IPE
curriculum — coupled with the disruptive impacts
and narratives spread and amplified through digital
media — was intimately connected to how to make
sense out of disproportionate messaging of old
ideational programs in the context of modern
influences.

Thematic analysis was also useful to synthesize
insights into actionable findings,
offering implications for practice to guide educators
and policymakers in addressing national literacy
challenges.

3.4 Ethical Considerations

Considering the sensitive nature of ideological
education in China, ethical issues were carefully
considered to ensure the integrity of the study. The
study used only publicly available data, including
peer-reviewed  articles,  official  government
documents, and published case studies. The
avoidance of primary data collection on individuals
meant that there were no ethics issues associated
with the collection of this data.

The study was conducted in a neutral and objective
way, without assessing the effectiveness or
legitimacy of IPE. The research, therefore, was
based on an analytical synthesis of data and not
original data  collection to provide an
unbiased perspective. Inaccuracy was a fear
throughout the research process, with all sources
meticulously detailed and cited so they could be
checked.

The research followed the international standards
presented for academic research, including the
proper procedures for using and citing data.

3.5 Limitations

This study offers insights on the dynamics of IPE in
Jilin Province, but several limitations should be
acknowledged:

Reliance on Secondary Data

The study’s findings draw exclusively from
secondary data, making them subject to the
limitations of those data (in that they may not
adequately capture the lived experiences of students
and educators). Developing primary data collection
through interviews or surveys could allow for a more

granular understanding of how IPE is implemented
and received.

Regional Focus

Even though Jilin Province was identified as the key
focus of this study, given its unique socio-cultural
and economic characteristics, the findings may not
be fully generalizable to other local areas in China.
Different IPE dynamics may emerge at other
locations due to variations in socio-economic
conditions, educational infrastructure and cultural
contexts.

Dynamic External Factors

External factors, including digital media and
geopolitical  tensions, are changing quickly.
Consequently, the study’s results reflect a current
“snapshot” on the landscape and may need re-
evaluation over time to remain relevant.
Recognizing these limitations demonstrates the need
for further empirical research to fill gaps and further
adaptations of ideological education to the
constantly shifting landscape.

IV. Findings and Results

In the following, we present the results we
obtained regarding the wunique influence of
internal, external, or shared factors on Ideological
and Political Education in Jilin Province. This part
brings together the main themes and trends that
emerge from close reading of recent literature and
policy analyses. The findings are clustered around
two main categories of influence: internal factors
(curriculum development, universities’
structures, and the university environment) and
external factors (globalization, benefits of digital
media, and geopolitical tensions).

4.1 Internal Influences

Curriculum Design and Pedagogical Shifts

The recent changes in IPE curricula focus
on shifting from traditional to interactive, student-
centering learning environments. This is part of a
larger ~movement to  modernize  ideological
education and bring it in line with contemporary
teaching methods. Universities in Jilin Province
have utilized participatory teaching methods,
including debates, group discussions, and case-
based learning methods in order to attract students
(Zhou and Li, 2022). So, these methods have
fostered better engagement of students and
development of critical thinking skills, even if the
subject matter is relating to ideology,.gameserver 5
Nevertheless, tensions remain in reconciling the
goals of interactive pedagogies, and the necessity to
uphold ideological imperialism.
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Institutional Frameworks and
Adaptations

These findings underscore the necessity of
localizing IPE to better its relevancy; In Jilin
Province, integration of local socio-economic
themes, like the province’s industrial and
agricultural heritage, has enhanced students’
attachment to ideological education. According to
Liu and Zhang (2021), this captivity makes the
curricula more relatable to the students' realities,
which leads to a greater engagement with socialist
values in students. Additionally, institutional
initiatives — mentor ship programs and faculty-led
workshops, for example — support these
adaptations, providing an embedded and supportive
environment for ideological learning.

Regional

Campus Culture and Student Organizations

The campus culture is one of two key drivers to take
IPE beyond classroom. In line with the ideals of
collectivism, the Communist Youth League and
similar organizations in the Chinese education
system give youth students opportunities to involve
themselves with political activities and feel
responsible for the overall wellbeing of the
community. Peer-to-peer interventions political
study groups, volunteer groups have been proven to
work in normalizing spaces where the ideology
aligns among students. Wang et al. (2020) claim
that they extend the scope of IPE to include
informal reinforcement mechanisms, because IPE
becomes incorporated into the social infrastructure
of the university. However, the results also reveal
different levels of impact from these initiatives
based on the campus that was utilized, indicating a
need for more uniform support mechanisms.

4.2 External Influences
Ideological Conflicts and
Globalization

Globalization is one of these two-edged sword for
IPE. On the one hand, it could broaden
students’ horizons by familiarizing them with
different perspectives on the world or global
challenges. Conversely, it introduces ideological
character through a counter-narrative incorporating
alternative political structures that often runs
contrary to the state-based mantras present in much
of IPE. In what has been euphemistically called the
international exchange programs or the global media
area of the Jilin Province students are often exposed
to liberal democratic ideals that contrast sharply with
collectivist ideals. This cognitive dissonance
indicates the necessity for IPE to incorporate global

Experiences of

perspectives without sacrificing its core philosophy
(Chen and Li, 2021).

A Disruptive Force Do you agree?

These findings highlight the disruptive effect digital
media has on traditional ideological education.
Using unregulated political content accessible on
platforms like WeChat, Weibo, and TikTok, students
are exposed to an ecosystem of alternative
narratives. Along the same lines Zhang and Wang
(2021) posit that the speedy spread of information on
these platforms  undermine  the  ideological
coherence of IPE because students are exposed to
the critique of state policies and competing
ideologies. To combat this, universities in Jilin have
integrated media literacy into IPE courses, enabling
the ability for students to critically analyze digital
content while instilling socialist values.

Dusk in Global Geopolitics and the Nationalism
Surge

Global power transitions have seen a renewal of
emphasis upon nationalism within IPE, as fears of
factionalism have, in many senses, been brought in
the form of geopolitical tensions like the U.S.-China
trade war and territorial disputes. Sovereignty and
pride are being raised and nationalistic education is
becoming a gluon against external ideological
influences. This creates a sense of unity and loyalty
among students, but risks excluding the more global
students. Zhou et al. Global citizenship values are
necessary to balance these risks, which Stevenson et
al.

4.3 Emerging Trends and Implications
Integration of Digital Tools and Hybrid Learning
Models

A significant trend involves the use of digital
tools to enhance IPE delivery. In an age where the
reach of digital media continues to grow and there is
significant potential between the two and natural
synergies within the space, we will continue to see
hybrid learning models consisting of the
conservative bowl of intellect and a swirl of dynamic
web formats. Such models are made possible thanks
to technology that can allow for more active and
agile classrooms, where students can interact with
ideological and other content as never before.
Interdisciplinary Approaches

One trend involves an increased interdisciplinary
merger of international political economy (IPE)
within pre-existing IPE courses, including politics,
sociology, economics, environmental policy, etc. A
consequential move in this direction is to anchor
ideological education in this broader
comprehensiveness of the global challenge, and
render it more relevant to students’ academic and
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professional ambitions. Moreover, the
interdisciplinary IPE curricula utilized are found to
be effective in cultivating students' critical thinking
and adaptability (Liu and Wang 2021).

The Role of Experiential Learning

IPE  programme are incorporating  more
integrative multidimensional activities like
community service with diverse groups and study
abroad. For students, these events are like applying
ideology in real life, bridging the gap between
theory and practice. Wang et al. (2021) have pointed
out that experiential learning does not merely realize
ideological affinity but also prepares students for
skills such as leadership and collaboration.

4.4 Summary of Findings

The findings reveal that IPE in Jilin Province is
undergoing significant transformation in response to
both internal reforms and external pressures. While
curriculum modernization and regional adaptations
enhance the relevance of ideological education,
globalization, digital media, and geopolitical
tensions introduce challenges that require adaptive
strategies. The integration of digital tools,
interdisciplinary ~ approaches, and experiential
learning reflects a proactive effort to address these
challenges, ensuring the continued effectiveness of
IPE in a rapidly evolving socio-political landscape.

V. Discussion and Analysis

This section contextualizes the findings within
broader theoretical and practical frameworks,
offering a critical analysis of the internal and
external factors shaping Ideological and Political
Education (IPE) in Jilin Province. The discussion
highlights the implications of these findings for
educators, policymakers, and researchers,
emphasizing the need for innovative approaches to
address emerging challenges and opportunities.

5.1 Balancing Modernization and Ideological
Integrity

Among the most important contributions for IPE, is
the approach to reside more in the contemporary
modes of pedagogy via formal and informal learning
methods in IPE, such as through applied in-class
assessment and online multimedia materials. By
benefiting students' engagement with and critical
thinking on the material, these strategies represent a
natural advancement; indeed they have become a
denationalization of the process, as it were. This
is just one example of how education is keeping
pace with the modern age's educational preferences;
for example, participatory teaching styles that more
of the population can respond to are becoming the

norm. But as Zhou and Li (2022) also stress here
these techniques ought to be calibrated carefully
(and calibrating is an empirical question) so that they
do not dilute the ideological rigor that is the sharp
edge that underwrites IPE.

Meanwhile, the integration of localized content into
the curriculum in Jilin Province has yielded effective
results in contextualizing ideological education
within students’ lived experience. Not only does this
improve relevance, but it also establishes the link

between socialist ideas and local socio-
economic context. Still, the fact that some
institutions  implemented  these  approaches

differently from others suggests a lack of
standardization that could lead to inconsistency or
ineffectiveness in these adaptations. This includes
creating policies that provide room for local
innovation, while ensuring that national ideological
commitments are being met.

5.2 The Double-Edged Nature of Globalization
Globalization is often both an opportunity as well as
a challenge for IPE. On the one hand, it exposes
students to a range of worldviews and global
challenges, broadening their horizons. On the other
hand, it shallowly propagandizes conflicting idea
like  individualism by creating  ideological
imbalance, which jeopardize the collectivism that
CPC pursues. Students who had been on
international exchanges, or who regularly used
global media, often experienced cognitive
dissonance, according to the study, trying to
reconcile the two worldviews.

A global lens to untangle these tensions offers an
added dimension that threads through the IPE
literature. The subject will allow for context-setting
individual courses, including interdisciplinary
courses on topics such as international relations and
environmental policy, helping students understand
global events through the lens of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. It informs the students are
trained to approach the complexity of global order, it
reaffirms their ideological coherence with the state.
Initiating a critical thinking on global perspectives
could be a constructive element of the ideological
education in the context of globalization (Liu and
Wang, 2021).

5.3 Digital Media: A Catalyst and a Disruptor

By the way, the limitless spread of digital media
systems has jarred the hell out of mainstream
ideological education patterns. WeChat, Weibo, and
TikTok, for example, provide young Chinese people
with natural political content that runs counter to the
government’s official narrative. In other words, the
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results show that while these spaces/venues open up
to different sets of views, they also challenge the
linearity of IPE through the injection of counter-
narratives and dissent surrounding policies of
government. To prevent even contributing to digital
malice, Jilin Province colleges added media literacy
into IPE courses to train students to identify media
in a civilized manner. This is one of many
experiments  acknowledging that ideological
education needs to adapt to contemporary global
realities. Academics and policymakers will need to
learn from each other in order to build media literacy
frameworks that are responsive to both sets of
constraints.

5.4 Nationalism and Global
Reconciling Competing Priorities
The international environment has underscored the
trend of nationalism in IPE, and the patriotic
education is regarded as an antidote to foreign
ideological infiltration. Though this has perhaps
strengthened national identity and loyalty among
students, it also alienates those with a
broader, global perspective. These new findings
highlight the need to balance nationalism with global
citizenship in order to develop a cohesive
ideological orientation.

One way to balance these competing priorities has
been to bring in elements of global citizenship into
IPE. Highlighting pressing global issues, like
climate change and public health, can give students a
way to address world problems while still retaining
a clear sense of national identity. This approach is in
line with Zhou et al., the possibility to developa
more balanced and inclusive ideological basis”
derived from a nuanced understanding of
nationalism, which is supported by Hall (2022) and
his (2021) argument that nuance can work against
certain exclusionary aspects of nationalism.

Citizenship:

5.5 Implications for Policy and Practice

These findings have important implications for
policymakers and educators aiming to improve the
quality and effectiveness of IPE, both in Jilin
Province and in other regions. Modernizing curricula
is only half of the solution: The curricular reforms
should go hand in hand with robust training
programs for educators to equip them to implement
interactive and interdisciplinary methods of
instruction  effectively.  Second, the global
perspectives increase in IPE must be steered by
explicit frameworks that could serve national
ideological ambitions. Finally, the integration of
digital tools and media literacy into IPE curricula
must be prioritized to mitigate the disruptive

potential of digital media while taking advantage of
its potential as an engagement catalyst.

It is also needs decision-makers to invest I in
research projects to track and evaluate long-term
impact of these IPE innovations. This will help
identify the effectiveness of the current strategies
and guide future reforms. In addition, by
promoting collaboration  between  universities,
government agencies, and international
organizations, opportunities for knowledge exchange
and best practices can be established, thereby further
stimulating IPE quality and relevance.

5.6 Challenges and Opportunities

Such findings underscore notable challenges, but
also present pathways for innovations in IPE. For
example, with the rise of digital media, we can
try hybrid learning models by combining traditional
content with interactive formats that may or may not
allow for the same level of focus from students. The
increasing focus on interdisciplinary solutions
creates windows of opportunity to situate ideological
education within broader global challenges and
issues, enhancing the relevance of its content to
students’ academic and professional ambitions.

The current progress should be aligned with the
basic tenet of IPE between innovations and
traditional theories. As highlighted by the findings,
achieving  this  balance between maintaining
ideological consistency while remaining responsive
to external influences is itself a challenging
equilibrium that requires sustained effort and
cooperation. By not dismissing this challenge,
policymakers and educators can reconceptualise IPE
as a dynamic and future-oriented learning frame that
prepares.

VI. Conclusion

This study provides a comprehensive analysis
of the internal and external factors shaping
Ideological and Political Education (IPE) in Chinese
universities, with a specific focus on Jilin Province.
By synthesizing recent literature and examining
regional adaptations, the findings highlight the
dynamic interplay of curriculum design, institutional
frameworks, campus culture, globalization, digital
media, and geopolitical pressures. These insights
underscore the evolving nature of IPE, reflecting
both its challenges and its potential as a
transformative tool in China’s higher education
system.

6.1 Key Findings
The analysis indicates that internal transformations
including the renewal of curricula and localize
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content is crucial for the relevance and utility of IPE.
Shifting  towards interactive and  student-
centrismpedagogic, while also embracing an active
role of campus culture, has led to increased
engagement of the students. Yet, the variability in
implementation across institutions, underscores the
need for standardized but flexible guidelines to
provide consistency.

Globally and digitally, external forces of
globalization and digital media will create both
options and disruptions. Such forces put the students
in the world of competing realities, testing the
coherence of the ideologies that the IPE holds.
Geopolitics also make navigating all of this more
complicated by adding to the emphasis of
nationalism and in raising questions of the
inclusivity and pervasiveness of ideological
education. The results highlight the need for
incorporating global views into the IPE to resolve
conflicting priorities and establish a balanced
ideological framework.

6.2 Implications for Policy and Practice

The implications of these findings for policymakers
and educators  are  significant. A better
implementation of innovative teaching tools requires
not only a modernized IPE curriculum but also
comprehensive training programs for educators.
Second, IPE should prioritize the embedding of
digital tools and media literacy, optimizing the
disruptive influence of digital media while
enhancing its underlying potential as a catalyst for
engagement. Third, encouraging interdisciplinary
connections between IPE and critical global issues
through the lens of climate change and the
international state system, can ground ideological
education in a wider socio-political lens, thus
increasing its applicability.

At the policy level, it is essential that frameworks
are established in a timely manner that balance
national consistency with regional and even local
flexibility, so as to permit localized adaptations from
models that consider the specific socio-economic
and cultural dynamics of specific provinces (such as
Jilin). Moreover, partnerships between universities,
governments, and global organizations can facilitate
knowledge sharing and best practice development.

6.3 Directions for Future Research

Although this study provides valuable insight, it also
indicates opportunities for further exploration. We
recommend that future research supplement the data
collection with other qualitative approaches such as
interviews with students-educators to construct the
experience of IPE related to the actors involved.

Longitudinal studies that monitor the effects of
reforming the curriculum or applying digital
interventions on student learning would provide
deeper insights into the efficacy of these strategies.
Additionally, comparative studies of IPE across
provinces and other countries could provide a richer
understanding of how local adaptations relate to
global forces. Therefore, continuous research is
required to ensure that IPE continues to develop as
the external environment varies, particularly
in terms of digital media and geopolitical relations,
and new challenges arise.

6.4 Final Thoughts

The development of Ideological and Political
Education (IPE) in Jilin Province reflects the broader
challenges and opportunities confronting ideological
education across China. To remain effective, IPE
must adapt to modernization, incorporate global
perspectives, and mitigate the destabilizing effects of
digital media—while maintaining its core mission of
cultivating national identity and equipping students
for an interconnected world.

Striking  this  balance  demands  sustained
commitment,  pedagogical  innovation, and
coordinated efforts among policymakers, educators,
and scholars. This study enriches the discourse on
IPE’s evolution, providing actionable insights to
enhance its role as a dynamic and influential pillar of
China’s higher education system.
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