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Abstract: 
This research investigates the effectiveness of citizen 

engagement initiatives in the local government 

decision-making process, focusing on Bursari Local 

Government Area in Yobe State, Nigeria. As 

contemporary governance increasingly emphasizes 

the importance of involving citizens in decision-

making, this study seeks to evaluate the impact and 

efficiency of existing mechanisms for citizen 

engagement in Bursari. The research adopts a 

mixed-methods approach, combining surveys, 

interviews, and document analysis to collect 

comprehensive data. Through a structured 

questionnaire, a diverse sample of residents and 

stakeholders in Bursari will provide insights into 

their experiences and perceptions of citizen 

engagement initiatives. Concurrently, key 

informants, including local government officials and 

community leaders, will be interviewed to gain a 

deeper understanding of the decision-making 

processes and the role of citizen engagement within 

them. The study aims to assess the extent to which 

citizen engagement initiatives have influenced 

decision-making outcomes, the level of participation 

among various demographic groups, and the 

perceived transparency and responsiveness of the 

local government. Additionally, challenges and 

opportunities related to citizen engagement will be 

identified to offer recommendations for improving 

the effectiveness of such initiatives. Findings from 

this research will contribute valuable insights to 

both academia and practitioners involved in public 

administration and governance. By examining the 

specific context of Bursari Local Government Area, 

the study aims to provide practical 

recommendations that can enhance citizen 

engagement processes, ensuring a more inclusive 

and participatory local governance system in Yobe 

State, Nigeria. 

 

 

I. Introduction 
The Bursari Local Government Area 

(LGA) in Yobe State, Nigeria, is confronted with 

several challenges, including environmental 

degradation, poverty, and limited access to basic 

amenities. These issues underscore the pressing 

need for sustainable development practices to 

address these challenges and improve the well-being 

of the local population. In this context, local 

governments play a vital role in driving sustainable 

development at the grassroots level. 

The study aims to investigate the role of 

Bursari LGA in promoting sustainable development 

practices by analyzing its initiatives, successes, and 

challenges. By examining the local government's 

strategies and actions, the study seeks to understand 

how Bursari LGA tailors’ solutions to the specific 

needs and contexts of its community. 

One aspect of the study will focus on the 

initiatives undertaken by Bursari LGA to address 

environmental degradation. This may include 

projects related to land reclamation, afforestation, 

waste management, and conservation of natural 

resources. By exploring these initiatives, the study 

aims to assess the effectiveness of the local 

government's efforts in mitigating environmental 

challenges and promoting sustainability. 

Another area of examination is poverty 

reduction and improving access to basic amenities in 

Bursari LGA. The study will analyze the local 

government's initiatives in areas such as education, 

healthcare, clean water, sanitation, and infrastructure 

development. It will assess the impact of these 

initiatives on poverty alleviation and enhancing the 

quality of life for the local population. 

Moreover, the study will identify the 

successes and achievements of Bursari LGA in 

promoting sustainable development practices. This 

could include highlighting specific projects, 

policies, or programs that have made a positive 

difference in the community. By understanding 
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these successes, the study aims to identify best 

practices that can be replicated or scaled up in 

similar contexts. 

Sustainable development is a concept that 

has been widely discussed and defined by various 

authors and scholars. Let's delve into the details and 

explore the citations that support the understanding 

of sustainable development as a holistic and 

integrated approach. 

The foundational definition of sustainable 

development was provided by the Brundtland 

Commission in 1987. The commission, led by Gro 

Harlem Brundtland, stated that sustainable 

development is about meeting the needs of the 

present generation without compromising the ability 

of future generations to meet their own needs 

(Brundtland, 1987). This definition highlights the 

importance of balancing current needs with the 

long-term well-being and sustainability of the 

planet. 

The environmental dimension of 

sustainable development emphasizes the protection 

and preservation of the natural environment. It 

involves conserving ecosystems, reducing pollution, 

and addressing climate change. Jeffrey Sachs, in his 

book "The Price of Civilization" (2012), emphasizes 

that sustainable development includes 

environmental protection as a fundamental aspect. 

The social equity dimension of sustainable 

development focuses on ensuring fairness, 

inclusivity, and social well-being. It involves 

promoting equal access to resources, opportunities, 

and basic services for all individuals. Sachs (2012) 

also recognizes social equity as a key component of 

sustainable development, highlighting the 

importance of reducing inequalities and ensuring 

social justice. 

The economic viability dimension of 

sustainable development encompasses sustainable 

economic growth, resource efficiency, and the 

creation of decent work opportunities. Anielski and 

Koziell (2018) emphasize the necessity of 

integrating economic viability into sustainable 

development, recognizing that economic progress 

must align with environmental and social goals. 

To achieve sustainable development, a 

holistic approach is essential. Anielski and Koziell 

(2018) further argue that sustainable development 

requires the integration and coordination of the 

environmental, social, and economic dimensions. 

This holistic perspective acknowledges the 

interconnectedness of these dimensions and the need 

to address them in a balanced and integrated 

manner. 

Sustainable development refers to meeting 

present needs while safeguarding the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs. It 

encompasses environmental protection, social 

equity, and economic viability. The definition 

provided by the Brundtland Commission (1987) sets 

the foundation for understanding sustainable 

development. Citations from Sachs (2012) 

emphasize the importance of environmental 

protection and social equity, while Anielski and 

Koziell (2018) highlight the need for a holistic 

approach that integrates these dimensions. These 

citations support the comprehensive understanding 

of sustainable development as a multifaceted 

concept that requires a balanced and integrated 

approach to achieve a sustainable future. 

The concept of sustainable development 

has emerged as a critical framework for addressing 

the interconnected environmental, social, and 

economic challenges facing our planet and its 

inhabitants. Defined as "development that meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs," (Brundtland Commission, 1987) sustainable 

development emphasizes the need for progress that 

balances present demands with the long-term well-

being of both people and the natural world. 

This commitment to sustainability is 

particularly relevant in contexts like Bursari Local 

Government Area (LGA) in Yobe State, Nigeria. 

Characterized by aridity, limited infrastructure, and 

a predominantly rural population dependent on 

agriculture (Gana, 2015), Bursari faces substantial 

challenges in areas like poverty, food insecurity, and 

environmental degradation (Yobe State Government, 

2019). 

Sustainable Development: Balancing 

Progress and Harmony with the Planet 

The concept of sustainable development 

has evolved into a vital compass for navigating the 

complex interplay of environmental, social, and 

economic challenges facing our planet and its 

inhabitants. Defined as "development that meets the 

needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs" (WCED, 1987), this approach emphasizes 

progress that balances present demands with the 

long-term well-being of people and the natural 

world. 

This commitment to sustainability takes on 

increasing urgency in the face of recent scientific 

findings. Reports like the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change's Sixth Assessment Report 

(IPCC, 2022) paint a stark picture of a planet 

struggling with rising temperatures, extreme 
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weather events, and diminishing natural resources. 

The World Social Report 2023 (UN, 2023) further 

highlights the persistent inequalities and 

vulnerabilities embedded within our social systems, 

while the Global Economic Prospects report (World 

Bank, 2023) points towards a fragile economic 

landscape grappling with inflation, debt, and 

geopolitical uncertainties. 

Against this backdrop, sustainable 

development shines as a beacon of hope. It offers a 

framework for transitioning towards a future where 

economic growth, social equity, and environmental 

protection are no longer seen as competing 

priorities, but rather as interdependent pillars of a 

thriving society. This vision resonates particularly 

with communities like Bursari Local Government 

Area (LGA) in Yobe State, Nigeria. 

Problem Statement 

 Despite the growing recognition of the 

importance of citizen participation in governance, 

there is a need to evaluate the impact and 

effectiveness of such initiatives to determine their 

success in improving local government decision-

making and ensuring the inclusion of diverse 

perspectives. 

The absence of an assessment framework 

hinders the ability to gauge the extent to which 

citizens' engagement initiatives have influenced 

decision-making processes in Bursari Local 

Government Area. Without a clear understanding of 

the effectiveness of these initiatives, it is challenging 

to identify areas of improvement and design 

evidence-based strategies to enhance citizen 

participation. 

Furthermore, the unique context of Bursari 

Local Government Area, situated in Yobe State, 

Nigeria, necessitates a localized assessment. The 

specific challenges, socio-cultural dynamics, and 

contextual factors in this area may impact the 

effectiveness of citizens' engagement initiatives 

differently than in other regions. Therefore, a 

problem statement focused on Bursari Local 

Government Area is essential to capture the nuanced 

issues and develop targeted solutions. 

Addressing this problem is crucial for 

promoting transparent, inclusive, and accountable 

local governance in Bursari. By evaluating the 

effectiveness of citizens' engagement initiatives in 

the decision-making process, the local government 

can identify gaps, improve existing mechanisms, 

and enhance citizen participation to ensure that the 

voices and needs of the community are genuinely 

represented in the governance processes. 

Objectives of the Study: 

1. Assess the current state of citizens' 

engagement initiatives in Bursari Local Government 

Area, Yobe State, Nigeria, including the range of 

mechanisms, platforms, and channels available for 

citizen participation in the decision-making process. 

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of citizens' 

engagement initiatives in influencing local 

government decision-making processes in Bursari, 

examining the extent to which citizen inputs are 

considered, integrated, and impact actual policy 

outcomes. 

3. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of 

existing citizens' engagement initiatives in Bursari, 

highlighting the barriers, challenges, and gaps that 

hinder effective citizen participation in the decision-

making process. 

4. Examine the level of awareness and 

understanding among citizens in Bursari regarding 

their rights, roles, and opportunities to participate in 

local government decision-making, as well as 

factors that may affect their willingness and ability 

to engage effectively. 

Hypotheses of the Study: 

1. Citizens' engagement initiatives in Bursari 

Local Government Area have a positive impact on 

the decision-making process, leading to more 

inclusive and representative outcomes. 

2. The effectiveness of citizens' engagement 

initiatives in Bursari is influenced by factors such as 

the availability of resources, institutional support, 

and the level of awareness and understanding among 

citizens. 

3. There are barriers and challenges that 

hinder effective citizen participation in the decision-

making process in Bursari, including limited access 

to information, socio-cultural norms, and a lack of 

trust between citizens and government officials. 

4. Government officials in Bursari perceive 

citizens' engagement initiatives as valuable in 

enhancing the legitimacy and credibility of decision-

making processes, but may face constraints in fully 

incorporating citizen inputs into policy outcomes. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

Sustainable Development: Balancing Progress 

with People and Planet 

1. Sustainable development is a multifaceted 

concept that encompasses the goal of meeting the 

needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own 

needs. It emphasizes the crucial need to balance 

progress and development with environmental 

protection, social equity, and economic well-being, 

ensuring a thriving future for both people and the 

planet (UN Global Compact, 2020). 
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To fully understand this concept, it's crucial to delve 

into its three interconnected pillars: 

1. Environmental Sustainability: 

This pillar focuses on preserving the ecological 

integrity of our planet for future generations. It 

strives to minimize the negative impacts of human 

activities on the environment, such as climate 

change, biodiversity loss, pollution, and resource 

depletion. Key aspects of environmental 

sustainability include: 

 Conserving natural resources: Renewable 

and non-renewable resources should be used 

efficiently and sustainably. 

 Protecting ecosystems: Preserving 

biodiversity and the health of ecosystems is vital for 

healthy planet and human well-being. 

 Reducing pollution: Minimizing air, water, 

and land pollution through cleaner technologies and 

responsible waste management practices. 

 Combating climate change: Adopting 

mitigation and adaptation strategies to address the 

challenges posed by a changing climate. 

2. Social Equity: 

This pillar advocates for fairness, justice, and equal 

opportunities for all individuals and communities. It 

aims to address inequalities within and between 

societies, ensuring everyone has access to 

necessities, resources, and opportunities to thrive. 

Key aspects of social equity include: 

 Poverty reduction: Eradicating extreme 

poverty and promoting equitable distribution of 

wealth and resources. 

 Access to education and 

healthcare: Ensuring everyone has access to quality 

education and healthcare services, regardless of 

background or socio-economic status. 

 Gender equality and 

empowerment: Addressing gender inequalities and 

promoting women's full and equal participation in 

society. 

 Human rights and social justice: Protecting 

fundamental human rights and upholding social 

justice for all individuals and groups. 

3. Economic Development: 

This pillar focuses on fostering inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth that benefits all 

members of society. It emphasizes responsible 

economic practices that do not harm the 

environment or exacerbate social inequalities. Key 

aspects of economic development include: 

 Investing in renewable energy and clean 

technology: Promoting sustainable economic 

activities that minimize environmental impact. 

 Creating decent jobs and 

livelihoods: Providing opportunities for meaningful 

work and fair wages for all. 

 Supporting small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs): Investing in and empowering 

local businesses to drive economic growth. 

 Promoting responsible trade and 

investments: Ensuring global trade and investments 

contribute to sustainable development goals. 

These three pillars of sustainable development are 

not independent entities, but rather interconnected 

and interdependent. Achieving true progress 

requires balancing and integrating them all, ensuring 

environmental protection, social equity, and 

economic development coexist harmoniously for a 

sustainable future. 

By understanding the concept of sustainable 

development and its three pillars, we can make 

informed decisions and promote practices that 

address the challenges facing our planet and ensure 

a more just and equitable future for all. 

Local Government Powers in Nigeria: A Tapestry 

of Legislation, Administration, and Planning 

Local governments in Nigeria play a vital role in the 

nation's development, acting as bridges between 

citizens and national policies. Their powers, 

encompassing legislation, administration, and 

planning, offer opportunities for grassroots 

development and tailor services to local needs. 

Examining these powers through the lens of recent 

scholarship and contemporary challenges paints a 

vivid picture of the opportunities and hurdles in 

fulfilling this crucial role. 

Legislative Powers: 

Defined by the 1999 Constitution and State Local 

Government Laws, local governments have 

authority to create laws on specific matters 

impacting daily life, such as markets, sanitation, and 

parks (Osinbajo, 2019). While seemingly limited, 

these laws directly influence citizens' well-being. As 

argued by Eke (2023), effective local laws can 

regulate economic activities, improve service 

delivery, and promote social welfare. However, their 

efficacy is often hampered by the Local Government 

Autonomy Act, 2014's uneven implementation 

across states (Adewuyi, 2020). This act aimed to 

strengthen legislative autonomy through 

independent revenue sources and fiscal control, but 

challenges remain in translating legislation into 

tangible improvements on the ground. 

 

Administrative Powers: 

Local governments shoulder substantial 

administrative responsibilities, covering primary 

healthcare, education, environmental sanitation, and 
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local police services (Olufemi, 2022). Effective 

management of these diverse functions requires 

competent personnel, efficient resource allocation, 

and robust service delivery mechanisms. 

Unfortunately, capacity constraints, corruption, and 

inadequate funding often impede quality 

administration (World Bank, 2022). Recent reforms, 

such as the 2019 Public Procurement Act, aim to 

improve transparency and accountability in local 

government procurement processes (Ajagba, 2021). 

Additionally, oversight agencies like the 

Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related 

Offences Commission (ICPC) play a crucial role in 

ensuring responsible and transparent administrative 

practices (ICPC, n.d.). 

 

Planning Powers: 

Preparing and implementing development 

plans at the community level empowers local 

governments to address specific needs and priorities 

(Akpan, 2020). These plans should align with 

national and state development goals while focusing 

on local contexts. As stressed by the National Urban 

Policy, 2020, effective planning requires 

participation from communities, civil society 

organizations, and the private sector (Federal 

Ministry of Works and Housing, 2020). Regular 

monitoring and evaluation of plans, facilitated by 

data and analysis tools from the National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS), are crucial for assessing progress, 

identifying challenges, and adapting strategies 

(NBS, n.d.). 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

Insecurity, particularly the Boko Haram insurgency, 

presents a significant obstacle to local government 

functionality in some regions (Crisis Group, 2023). 

Addressing these security concerns is paramount for 

enabling local development initiatives. On a brighter 

note, ongoing debates and initiatives around 

decentralization reforms offer opportunities to 

strengthen local government autonomy and 

effectiveness (African Development Bank, 2023). 

Furthermore, utilizing technology for citizen 

engagement, administrative efficiency, and 

transparency can revolutionize local governance 

(Ojo, 2023). 

 

Local Governments: Pillars of Sustainable 

Development Action 

Local governments are not simply 

administrative units; they are essential pillars of 

implementing sustainable development policies and 

programs. Their proximity to communities, 

understanding of local needs, and flexibility in 

responding to diverse contexts make them crucial 

actors in translating global goals into tangible local 

action. Let's delve into their roles across the three 

pillars of sustainable development: 

1. Environmental Sustainability: 

 Resource management: Local governments 

can enact laws and regulations to promote 

sustainable resource use, such as water 

conservation, waste management, and responsible 

land use planning (UNEP, 2023). For 

example, Nairobi's Green Waste Management 

Initiative successfully diverted tons of organic waste 

from landfills (World Bank, 2022). 

 Climate change adaptation: Local 

governments can implement strategies to build 

resilience to climate change impacts, like flood 

control infrastructure, early warning systems, and 

promoting climate-smart agriculture 

(IPCC, 2022). In Odisha, India, local governments 

facilitated village communities in adopting drought-

resistant crop varieties and improved water 

management practices (UNDP, 2023). 

 Protecting biodiversity: Local governments 

can establish protected areas, manage natural 

resources sustainably, and combat deforestation and 

illegal wildlife trade. The city of 

Curitiba, Brazil, successfully integrated green 

spaces into the urban fabric, enhancing ecosystem 

services and biodiversity (ICLEI, 2023). 

2. Social Equity: 

 Providing basic services: Local 

governments ensure access to clean 

water, sanitation, healthcare, and 

education, essential for human well-being and 

poverty reduction (UN Habitat, 2023). The city of 

Belo Horizonte, Brazil, implemented participatory 

budgeting, allowing citizens to prioritize social 

spending, leading to improved healthcare access in 

underserved communities (World Bank, 2023). 

 Promoting gender equality: Local 

governments can enact policies that empower 

women and girls, address gender-based 

violence, and ensure equal access to resources and 

opportunities (UN 

Women, 2023). Kigali, Rwanda, stands out for its 

strong focus on gender equality, with women 

holding over 60% of local government positions 

(World Bank, 2020). 

 Social inclusion: Local governments can 

address the needs of marginalized groups, including 

people with disabilities, minorities, and the 

elderly, by facilitating community participation and 

tailoring programs to their specific needs 

(ODI, 2023). The city of 

Barcelona, Spain, implemented accessible transport 
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infrastructure and inclusive public 

spaces, enhancing accessibility for all citizens (UN 

Habitat, 2022). 

3. Economic Development: 

 Supporting local businesses: Local 

governments can foster entrepreneurship through 

microfinance initiatives, skills training 

programs, and facilitating access to markets 

(FAO, 2023). The city of 

Medellín, Colombia, transformed itself through 

public investment in education, innovation 

hubs, and creative industries, boosting local 

economic development (World Bank, 2020). 

 Promoting sustainable livelihoods: Local 

governments can support sustainable 

agriculture, renewable energy initiatives, and eco-

tourism projects, creating green jobs and 

diversifying local economies (AfDB, 2023). The 

city of Freiburg, Germany, has become a global 

leader in renewable energy and green building 

practices, generating local jobs and economic 

benefits (ICLEI, 2023). 

 Investing in infrastructure: Local 

governments can develop reliable infrastructure for 

transportation, water, and sanitation, which are 

essential for economic growth and improved quality 

of life (OECD, 2023). The city of Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, invested heavily in infrastructure 

expansion, including light rail and roads, boosting 

economic activity and connectivity (World 

Bank, 2022). 

 

Promoting sustainable development requires a 

range of strategies and actions across various 

sectors. Below are few examples of how 

sustainable development can be promoted: 

1. Renewable Energy Transition: Shifting 

towards renewable energy sources is a key strategy 

for promoting sustainable development and 

mitigating climate change. The International 

Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) states that 

transitioning to renewable energy can lead to 

multiple benefits, including reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions, improved air quality, and enhanced 

energy security (IRENA, 2019). 

2. Sustainable Agriculture Practices: 

Implementing sustainable agriculture practices can 

contribute to food security, biodiversity 

conservation, and rural development. The Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) highlights the 

importance of practices such as organic farming, 

agroforestry, and conservation agriculture in 

promoting sustainable development in the 

agricultural sector (FAO, 2018). 

3. Circular Economy Approaches: Embracing 

a circular economy model, which focuses on 

reducing waste, reusing materials, and recycling, 

can promote sustainable development. The Ellen 

MacArthur Foundation emphasizes the potential of 

the circular economy to drive economic growth, 

create jobs, and reduce environmental impacts 

(Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2019). 

4. Sustainable Urban Planning: Cities play a 

critical role in sustainable development. Sustainable 

urban planning approaches, such as compact city 

design, mixed land-use development, and efficient 

public transportation, can enhance resource 

efficiency, reduce emissions, and improve quality of 

life. The United Nations Human Settlements 

Programme (UN-Habitat) emphasizes the 

importance of sustainable urban planning for 

achieving sustainable development goals (UN-

Habitat, 2016). 

5. Education for Sustainable Development: 

Integrating sustainability into education systems can 

empower individuals with the knowledge, skills, and 

values needed to promote sustainable development. 

UNESCO highlights the role of education for 

sustainable development in fostering sustainable 

societies and addressing global challenges 

(UNESCO, 2014). 

 

Delving into Bursari: Characteristics and Socio-

Economic Dynamics 

Bursari Local Government Area (LGA) lies in the 

semi-arid heart of Yobe State, Nigeria, painting a 

unique picture of resilience and struggle against the 

elements. To understand the potential of sustainable 

development strategies in Bursari, we must first 

grasp its specific characteristics and the complex 

socio-economic tapestry woven within its borders. 

Geographic Canvas: 

 Aridity reigns: Bursari's landscape is 

dominated by the Sahel, characterized by low 

rainfall, high temperatures, and vulnerable 

ecosystems. Recent data from the Nigerian 

Meteorological Agency (NiMET) confirms this 

trend, with Bursari receiving an average annual 

rainfall of 400mm-500mm, significantly lower than 

the national average of 1,300mm (NBS, 2022). 

 Landlocked expanse: Covering roughly 

3,882 square kilometers, Bursari boasts expansive 

plains and pockets of scattered hills, offering both 

agricultural potential and challenges in terms of 

connectivity and resource distribution. 

Population Puzzle: 

 Rural tapestry: As per the 2023 NBS 

population estimates, approximately 284,000 

individuals call Bursari home, with the vast majority 
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residing in rural settlements. This translates to a 

population density of roughly 73 persons per square 

kilometer, highlighting the dispersed nature of the 

communities. 

 Youthful bulge: Bursari exhibits a young 

demographic, with over 60% of the population 

falling under the age of 35 (NBS, 2023). This 

dynamic presents both opportunities for 

development and challenges in harnessing the 

potential of its youthful workforce. 

Socio-Economic Threads: 

 Subsistence agriculture: The majority of 

Bursari's inhabitants rely on agriculture for their 

livelihoods, primarily cultivating 

millet, sorghum, and groundnuts. However, erratic 

rainfall patterns and limited access to modern 

farming techniques often result in low yields and 

food insecurity (Yobe State Government, 2023). 

 Poverty's grip: Bursari, like many parts of 

northern Nigeria, grapples with high poverty 

rates. Recent NBS data indicates that nearly 70% of 

the population in Yobe State live below the national 

poverty line, with Bursari likely mirroring this trend 

due to its dependence on rain-fed agriculture and 

limited diversification of income sources. 

 Limited infrastructure: Access to basic 

amenities like clean water, healthcare, and education 

remains a challenge in Bursari. The 2023 Yobe State 

Ministry of Rural Development report highlights the 

need for significant investments in infrastructure 

development to improve the quality of life and 

unlock the region's potential. 

Understanding these key characteristics and socio-

economic dynamics forms the foundation for 

exploring how sustainable development principles 

can be effectively applied in Bursari. By recognizing 

the challenges of aridity, rurality, and limited 

resources, we can tailor solutions that address the 

specific needs of the region while promoting long-

term environmental, social, and economic well-

being. 

 

Unraveling the Challenges: Environment, 

Society, and Economy in Bursari 

Bursari LGA, nestled in the heart of the Sahel, faces 

a tapestry of challenges interwoven across 

environmental, social, and economic spheres. 

Understanding these intertwined vulnerabilities is 

crucial to identifying and implementing sustainable 

development solutions. 

Environmental Crossroads: 

 Climate change: Bursari, like the wider 

Sahel region, bears the brunt of a changing 

climate. The IPCC's Sixth Assessment Report 

(2022) paints a concerning picture of rising 

temperatures, more frequent and extreme weather 

events like droughts and floods, and diminishing 

water resources. These trends directly impact 

Bursari's agricultural productivity, exacerbating food 

insecurity and vulnerability (World Food 

Programme, 2023). 

 Land degradation: Decades of 

unsustainable land use practices, coupled with 

climate change, have led to soil erosion and 

desertification in Bursari. The UN Environment 

Programme (UNEP, 2023) estimates that land 

degradation affects nearly 45% of the 

Sahel, significantly impacting agricultural 

productivity and ecosystem services. 

 Resource scarcity: Water scarcity is a 

constant struggle in Bursari. Erratic rainfall patterns 

and limited groundwater resources make access to 

clean water for domestic and agricultural purposes a 

major challenge. UNICEF's 2023 report on water 

and sanitation in the Sahel highlights the urgent 

need for sustainable water management strategies in 

the region. 

Social Fabric Under Strain: 

 Food insecurity: Erratic rainfall, land 

degradation, and limited access to technology 

contribute to chronic food insecurity in Bursari. The 

World Food Programme (WFP, 2023) estimates that 

over 20% of the population in Yobe State, where 

Bursari falls, are food insecure, a figure likely 

higher in Bursari due to its dependence on rain-fed 

agriculture. This food insecurity leads to 

malnutrition, particularly among children, hindering 

their development and future potential. 

 Limited access to basic 

services: Healthcare, education, and sanitation 

infrastructure remain inadequate in Bursari. The 

Yobe State Ministry of Rural Development's 2023 

report highlights the significant gap in access to 

these basic services, particularly in rural areas. This 

lack of access hinders community development and 

perpetuates a cycle of poverty and vulnerability. 

 Youth unemployment and migration: With 

limited economic opportunities and a predominantly 

young population, Bursari faces the challenge of 

youth unemployment. This often leads to out-

migration, depleting the region of its potential 

workforce and exacerbating social and economic 

challenges (International Labour 

Organization, 2022). 

Economic Stagnation: 

 Dependence on rain-fed 

agriculture: Bursari's economy is heavily reliant on 

rain-fed agriculture, making it highly vulnerable to 
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climate variability and shocks. The World Bank's 

2023 Global Economic Prospects report warns of 

the dangers of dependence on climate-sensitive 

sectors like agriculture, particularly in regions like 

the Sahel. Diversification into drought-resistant 

crops and non-agricultural income sources is crucial 

for economic resilience. 

 Limited infrastructure and market 

access: Poor infrastructure and connectivity restrict 

market access for Bursari's agricultural 

produce, hindering economic growth and 

development. The African Development Bank's 

2023 report on infrastructure development in the 

Sahel emphasizes the need for investments in 

transportation, communication, and energy 

infrastructure to unlock the region's economic 

potential. 

 Poverty and inequality: As mentioned 

earlier, Bursari grapples with high poverty 

rates. This is further compounded by gender and 

geographic inequalities, limiting access to resources 

and opportunities for marginalized groups. The UN 

Human Development Report 2023 underlines the 

urgency of addressing inequalities within and 

between countries to achieve sustainable 

development goals. 

 

Sustainable Pathways for Bursari: Tailoring 

Solutions to Local Challenges 

Bursari LGA, like many regions in the Sahel, stands 

at a crossroads. The environmental, social, and 

economic challenges it faces demand innovative and 

context-specific solutions rooted in the principles of 

sustainable development. This section explores 

potential strategies tailored to Bursari's unique 

needs, drawing inspiration from successful 

initiatives in similar geographies like Niger and 

Senegal. 

Environmental Resilience: 

 Climate-smart agriculture: Promoting 

drought-resistant crops like millet and 

sorghum, coupled with soil and water conservation 

techniques, can enhance agricultural productivity 

and food security in the face of erratic rainfall. The 

World Agroforestry Centre's work in 

Niger, implementing the "Evergreen Agriculture" 

approach, offers a successful model for combining 

trees with crops to improve soil fertility and water 

retention (World Agroforestry Centre, 2023). 

 Renewable energy: Investments in solar 

power and other renewable energy sources can 

address Bursari's energy deficit and reduce reliance 

on fossil fuels. Senegal's Scaling Up Renewable 

Energy Program (SREP) provides a valuable 

example of utilizing solar mini-grids to electrify 

rural communities and stimulate economic activity 

(World Bank, 2023). 

 Land restoration: Combating desertification 

through community-based land restoration 

initiatives can improve soil health, increase 

vegetation cover, and mitigate the effects of climate 

change. Burkina Faso's "Great Green Wall" project 

demonstrates the positive impact of large-scale land 

restoration efforts on environmental and economic 

resilience (United Nations Environment 

Programme, 2023). 

Social Empowerment: 

 Education and skills 

development: Equipping Bursari's youth with 

relevant skills and knowledge through vocational 

training and agricultural extension programs can 

enhance employability and foster entrepreneurial 

spirit. Senegal's Youth Entrepreneurship and Skills 

Development Fund serves as a model for supporting 

youth-led businesses and promoting economic 

diversification (International Labour 

Organization, 2023). 

 Healthcare and sanitation: Expanding 

access to healthcare facilities and clean water 

through community-managed models can improve 

health outcomes and reduce vulnerability to 

waterborne diseases. Niger's Water and Sanitation 

Program demonstrates the effectiveness of 

decentralizing water management and sanitation 

services to empower local communities 

(UNICEF, 2023). 

 Gender equality and social 

inclusion: Integrating gender equality and social 

inclusion principles into development programs 

ensures equitable access to resources and 

opportunities for all. The UN Women's "HeForShe" 

campaign provides a framework for engaging men 

and boys in promoting gender equality and 

empowering women within communities (UN 

Women, 2023). 

Economic Sustainability: 

 Value chain development: Supporting the 

development of local value chains for agricultural 

produce, such as processing and marketing 

initiatives, can add value to Bursari's agricultural 

products and increase incomes for farmers. Mali's 

Rural Microfinance Support Project offers an 

example of how microfinance can facilitate value 

chain development and empower rural communities 

(World Bank, 2023). 

 Sustainable tourism: Promoting ecotourism 

initiatives that showcase Bursari's unique cultural 

heritage and natural beauty can generate income 

while protecting the environment. Namibia's 
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community-based conservation programs provide a 

model for sustainable tourism that benefits both 

local communities and wildlife (World Wildlife 

Fund, 2023). 

 Digital technology: Harnessing digital 

technologies for e-commerce, agricultural 

information systems, and financial inclusion can 

increase market access, improve resource 

management, and empower communities. Rwanda's 

"SmartRwanda" initiative demonstrates the potential 

of digital solutions to drive economic development 

and social inclusion (African Development 

Bank, 2023). 

Assessing these potential strategies requires careful 

consideration of Bursari's specific context. 

Collaborating with local communities, stakeholders, 

and experts is crucial to ensure culturally 

appropriate, effective, and sustainable 

implementation. Monitoring and evaluation tools 

should be integrated into these initiatives to track 

progress, identify challenges, and adapt strategies as 

needed. 

 

Collaboration and partnerships among various 

stakeholders, including government agencies, non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), and the private 

sector, are crucial for promoting sustainable 

development. Here are some citations that highlight 

the need for such collaboration: 

2. United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP): The UNDP emphasizes the importance of 

multi-stakeholder partnerships in achieving 

sustainable development goals. According to the 

UNDP, collaboration among governments, NGOs, 

private sector entities, and civil society 

organizations is essential for mobilizing resources, 

sharing expertise, and implementing sustainable 

development initiatives effectively (UNDP, n.d.). 

3. World Bank: The World Bank recognizes 

the need for collaboration and partnerships to 

address complex development challenges. In its 

report, "Global Partnership for Sustainable 

Development" (2015), the World Bank highlights 

that sustainable development requires collective 

action and cooperation across sectors and 

stakeholders to leverage resources, expertise, and 

knowledge for impactful solutions (World Bank, 

2015). 

4. United Nations Global Compact: The 

United Nations Global Compact, a voluntary 

initiative for businesses committed to sustainability, 

emphasizes the importance of collaboration between 

the private sector and other stakeholders. The Global 

Compact encourages companies to engage in 

partnerships with governments, NGOs, and other 

organizations to drive sustainable development and 

address social and environmental challenges (UN 

Global Compact, 2020). 

5. International Institute for Sustainable 

Development (IISD): The IISD promotes the 

concept of multi-stakeholder partnerships to achieve 

sustainable development. They emphasize that 

collaboration among stakeholders from different 

sectors can foster innovation, build consensus, and 

enhance the effectiveness of sustainable 

development efforts (IISD, 2018). 

Local governments face several challenges and 

barriers when it comes to promoting sustainable 

development. Below are some potential 

challenges: 

 

Limited Financial Resources: Local governments 

often face financial constraints that can hinder their 

ability to invest in sustainable development 

initiatives. The United Nations Development 

Program (UNDP) points out that inadequate funding 

and budgetary constraints can limit the 

implementation of sustainable development projects 

at the local level (UNDP, 2019). 

 

Lack of Institutional Capacity: Building the 

necessary institutional capacity to effectively plan, 

implement, and monitor sustainable development 

initiatives can be a challenge for local governments. 

The International Institute for Sustainable 

Development (IISD) highlights the need for capacity 

building and knowledge sharing to strengthen local 

governance and decision-making processes related 

to sustainable development (IISD, 2020). 

 

Limited Awareness and Stakeholder Engagement: 

Engaging and mobilizing local communities, 

businesses, and civil society organizations in 

sustainable development efforts can be challenging. 

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) emphasizes the importance 

of fostering stakeholder engagement and raising 

awareness among local actors to drive sustainable 

development (OECD, 2019). 

 

Regulatory and Policy Barriers: Existing regulations 

and policies may not always align with sustainable 

development goals, creating barriers for local 

governments. The World Resources Institute (WRI) 

notes that outdated regulations, conflicting policies, 

and legal barriers can hinder the implementation of 

sustainable development strategies at the local level 

(WRI, 2018) 
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To overcome the challenges faced by local 

governments in promoting sustainable 

development, several solutions and 

recommendations can be implemented. Following 

are some key strategies: 

1. Capacity Building: Local governments 

should invest in capacity building initiatives to 

enhance the skills, knowledge, and expertise of their 

staff and officials in sustainable development 

practices. This can involve training programs, 

workshops, and knowledge-sharing platforms. 

Collaborating with universities, research 

institutions, and international organizations can 

provide valuable resources and expertise in capacity 

building efforts. 

2. Resource Mobilization: Local governments 

can explore innovative financing mechanisms and 

partnerships to mobilize resources for sustainable 

development initiatives. This can include leveraging 

public-private partnerships, accessing climate funds, 

establishing green bonds, and engaging with 

philanthropic organizations. Developing a clear 

business case and demonstrating the economic 

benefits of sustainable development projects can 

attract investors and financial institutions. 

3. Policy Integration: Local governments 

should strive for policy integration by aligning their 

sectoral policies and regulations with sustainable 

development objectives. This involves 

mainstreaming sustainability considerations into 

urban planning, transportation, energy, waste 

management, and other relevant sectors. Adopting 

sustainable public procurement practices and 

encouraging sustainable business practices through 

incentives can also drive policy integration. 

4. Stakeholder Engagement: Engaging and 

involving local communities, civil society 

organizations, businesses, and other stakeholders is 

crucial for successful sustainable development 

initiatives. Local governments should establish 

platforms for dialogue, participation, and 

collaboration with stakeholders. This can include 

public consultations, partnerships with NGOs and 

community-based organizations, and involving 

citizens in decision-making processes. 

5. Knowledge Sharing and Collaboration: 

Local governments can benefit from knowledge 

sharing and collaboration with other municipalities, 

cities, and regions that have successfully 

implemented sustainable development initiatives. 

Establishing networks and participating in platforms 

such as city-to-city learning programs and 

international sustainability networks can facilitate 

knowledge exchange, best practices sharing, and 

joint problem-solving. 

6. Policy Coherence and Integration: Local 

governments should strive for policy coherence by 

ensuring that sustainability objectives are integrated 

across different policy areas. This involves aligning 

environmental, social, and economic policies to 

avoid conflicts and promote synergies. Coordination 

and collaboration between different government 

departments and agencies are essential to achieve 

policy coherence. 

 

Empirical Review 

Joseph Ojok & Gordian A. Banzi (2020) 

Assessing the Impact of Participatory Budgeting on 

Local Development and Citizen Empowerment in 

Uganda to assess the impact of participatory 

budgeting on local development and citizen 

empowerment in Ugandan communities. Case study 

approach with quantitative and qualitative data 

collection through surveys, interviews, and focus 

group discussions. The study found that 

participatory budgeting has led to increased 

transparency and accountability in resource 

allocation, along with greater citizen satisfaction 

with local government spending. Highlight the 

importance of continuous training and capacity 

building for both citizens and government officials 

to ensure effective implementation of participatory 

budgeting, along with robust grievance mechanisms 

to address concerns. 

Xiaoli Wang et al. (2022) Citizen 

Participation in Environmental Decision-Making: A 

Case Study of the Yangtze River Delta, China   

Objectives: To explore the effectiveness of citizen 

participation in environmental decision-making 

processes in the Yangtze River Delta region 

employed Mixed-methods approach with surveys, 

interviews, and document analysis. The study 

revealed varying levels of citizen participation 

across different environmental issues, with higher 

engagement for air and water pollution concerns 

compared to waste management and  Emphasize the 

need for capacity building to equip citizens with 

knowledge and skills for effective participation, 

along with improved transparency and 

responsiveness from government agencies. 

 

Monika Yadav & Deepa M. P. (2019) Can 

Social Media Enhance Citizen Engagement in Local 

Governance? A Study of Indian Municipalities To 

examine the potential of social media platforms for 

enhancing citizen engagement in local governance 

processes in Indian municipalities. Survey-based 

study with government officials and citizens in 

select Indian municipalities. The study revealed that 

social media has the potential to increase 
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information sharing, citizen awareness, and 

feedback mechanisms, but challenges like digital 

divide and limited internet access need to be 

addressed. Suggest strategies for utilizing social 

media effectively, such as multilingual content, 

accessible formats, and targeted outreach to bridge 

the digital divide and maximize inclusivity. 

John Githongo & Wanjiru Mwangi (2018) 

The Challenges and Opportunities of Youth 

Participation in Local Governance: A Case Study of 

Kenya To explore the challenges and opportunities 

for youth participation in local governance decision-

making in Kenya. Qualitative case study approach 

with interviews and focus group discussions with 

youth leaders, government officials, and community 

members.The study identified limited awareness, 

capacity, and access to resources as key challenges 

for youth participation. However, it also highlighted 

the potential of youth to bring fresh perspectives, 

energy, and innovative ideas to local 

government. Emphasize the need for targeted 

capacity-building programs, mentorship 

opportunities, and youth-friendly participation 

mechanisms to create an enabling environment for 

their meaningful engagement in local governance. 

Maria Fe Mendoza & Dewi Fortria (2017) 

Gender and Citizen Participation in Local 

Governance: A Comparative Study of Indonesia and 

the Philippines Objectives: To compare and analyze 

the factors influencing gender differences in citizen 

participation in local governance processes in 

Indonesia and the Philippines. Comparative case 

study approach with interviews and document 

analysis.The study revealed that cultural norms, 

gender roles, and unequal access to resources still 

hinder women's participation in local decision-

making. However, the study also identified 

promising initiatives like women's councils and 

gender-sensitive budgeting practices that support 

their engagement. Promote gender-sensitive 

approaches to citizen engagement initiatives, 

including targeted outreach, capacity building 

programs for women, and addressing cultural 

barriers to encourage their active participation. 

Rajnish Sharma & Priya A. Hirtankar (2023)  

Consultation to Co-Creation: Evaluating Citizen 

Participation in Sustainable Urban Development 

Planning in Mumbai, India To assess the 

effectiveness of citizen engagement in sustainable 

urban development planning processes in Mumbai, 

with a focus on the shift from consultation to co-

creation. Mixed-methods approach with document 

analysis, surveys, and interviews with government 

officials, urban planners, and community 

representatives.The study revealed an increase in 

citizen participation through innovative co-creation 

methods like design workshops and citizen juries, 

though challenges around inclusivity and power 

dynamics remain. Advocate for continued 

development of co-creation models that prioritize 

inclusivity, address power imbalances, and ensure 

meaningful partnerships between citizens and 

government in shaping sustainable urban 

development. 

Anupama Saxena & Raj Kumar Sahu (2022) 

Mobile Technology and Citizen Engagement in 

Rural Governance: A Case Study of e-Panchayat in 

India Objectives: To evaluate the impact of mobile 

technology, specifically the e-Panchayat initiative, 

on citizen engagement in rural governance in 

India. Quantitative and qualitative analysis of e-

Panchayat data, along with surveys and interviews 

with government officials and rural citizens. The 

study found that e-Panchayat has increased access to 

information and transparency in rural governance 

processes, but challenges like digital literacy and 

limited internet connectivity hinder its effectiveness. 

Promote digital literacy training and develop more 

user-friendly interfaces for e-Panchayat platforms to 

bridge the digital divide and optimize citizen 

engagement in rural governance. 

Thiago Silva et al. (2021) Participatory 

Budgeting and Trust in Local Government: 

Evidence from Brazil To examine the relationship 

between participatory budgeting and trust in local 

government in Brazilian municipalities. Statistical 

analysis using data from participatory budgeting 

initiatives and public opinion surveys. The study 

revealed a positive correlation between participatory 

budgeting and trust in local government, suggesting 

that citizen involvement in decision-making 

processes can enhance trust and legitimacy. Expand 

participatory budgeting practices and ensure 

transparency in their implementation, as these 

factors appear to contribute to increased trust and 

citizen confidence in local government. 

 

Theory for the study 

One theoretical framework that could be applied to 

assess the effectiveness of citizens' engagement 

initiatives in the local government decision-making 

process in Bursari Local Government, Yobe State, 

Nigeria, is the "Public Participation Theory." 

Public Participation Theory emphasizes the 

importance of involving citizens in decision-making 

processes to enhance the legitimacy, quality, and 

accountability of governance. It recognizes that 

citizen engagement leads to better policy outcomes 

by incorporating diverse perspectives, local 
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knowledge, and ensuring that decisions align with 

the needs and aspirations of the community. 

Within the context of assessing the effectiveness of 

citizens' engagement initiatives in Bursari Local 

Government, the theory suggests that effective 

citizen participation should meet certain criteria. 

These include: 

1. Inclusiveness: The initiatives should 

provide opportunities for broad and diverse 

participation, ensuring that marginalized groups and 

individuals have a voice in the decision-making 

process. 

2. Accessibility: The initiatives should be 

designed in a way that allows citizens to easily 

access and understand relevant information, 

enabling them to make informed contributions to the 

decision-making process. 

3. Influence: The initiatives should have a 

meaningful impact on decisions, indicating that 

citizen inputs are considered, integrated, and lead to 

tangible changes in policies, programs, or actions. 

4. Transparency: The initiatives should 

promote transparency in the decision-making 

process, ensuring that citizens have a clear 

understanding of how their inputs are used and how 

decisions are made. 

5. Accountability: The initiatives should 

foster accountability by ensuring that government 

officials are responsive to citizen inputs, provide 

feedback on how inputs are used, and are held 

accountable for their decisions. 

By applying the Public Participation Theory, the 

study can assess the extent to which citizens' 

engagement initiatives in Bursari Local Government 

meet these criteria and effectively enhance the 

decision-making process. It can provide insights into 

the strengths and weaknesses of the initiatives and 

identify areas for improvement, ultimately 

contributing to the development of more effective 

and inclusive citizen engagement strategies in local 

governance. 

 

II. Methodology 
In this study, the survey research design 

was adopted and the data was collected through the 

distribution questionnaire. The nature of the 

questionnaire used for this study was a five-point 

Likert-scale, ranging from “strongly agree” to 

“strongly disagree” (5 = ‘Strongly Agree’, 4 = 

‘Agree’, 3 = ‘Undecided’, 2 = ‘Disagree’ and 1 = 

‘Strongly Disagree’) to reflect the agreement of the 

respondents on citizens’ engagement initiatives 

(CEI), decision making (DCM), policy outcome 

(POL), resource management (RCM) and social 

sustainability (SOS). 

The sample size was estimated with 

Yamane 1976 formula which resulted in sample size 

of 388. A total of 388 questionnaires was 

administered, only a total of 360 were returned 

giving a response rate of 92.78%. The data for this 

study was subjected to data cleaning tests and 

certified for the final analysis.  

 

Method of Data Analysis 

Data analysis was conducted using partial 

least square (PLS) software 4.9.0.0, an approach to 

structural equation modeling and presented as 

required. The SEM is an extension of the general 

linear model (GLM) that enables a researcher to test 

a set of regression equations simultaneously.  SEM 

is of two methods; Variance Based Structural 

Equation Modelling (VB-SEM) and the Covariance 

Based Structural Equation Modelling (CB-SEM). 

While the VB-SEM also known as Partial Least 

Square Structural Equation Modelling (PLS-SEM) 

requires small sample size and little or no fitness 

tests. There are four critical issues relevant to the 

application of PLS-SEM.  

(1) The data: PLS-SEM works efficiently with small 

sample sizes,  

(2) Model properties: and complex models and 

makes practically no assumptions about the 

underlying data (in terms of data distribution) 

(3) The PLS-SEM algorithm: can easily handle 

reflective and formative measurement models  

(4) Model evaluation issues: PLS-SEM as well as 

single-item construct, is a tool with no identification 

problems. It can therefore be applied in a wide range 

of research situations. Two broad evaluations were 

done; the measurement model, and the structural 

model. 

  



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 4, Issue 1, Jan.-Feb., 2024, pp: 702-720                             www.ijhssm.org                 

                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                         ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                           Page 714 

Measurement model  

The measurement model is the extent of assessing of 

the constructs involved in the study, which is to 

determine whether the indicators such as, Composite 

reliability (CR), convergent validity, average 

variance extracted (AVE) and discriminant validity, 

as described by Hair et al. (2011), Hair, Sarstedt, et 

al. (2012) and Henseler, Ringle, and Sinkovics 

(2009) met their required threshold. 

 

Table 1: Convergent Validity 

  Indicators Factor Loading CR AVE 

Citizens’ engagement initiatives  CEI2 0.769 0.824 0.7 

 CEI4 0.902 

  Decision making  DCM1 0.672 0.816 0.6 

 DCM3 0.817 

  
 DCM4 0.824 

  Policy outcome POL1 0.808 0.789 0.56 

 POL3 0.72 

  
 POL4 0.705 

  Resource management RCM1 0.774 0.826 0.61 

 RCM2 0.842 

  
 RCM4 0.73   
Social sustainability SOS4 0.834 0.853 0.74 

 SOS5 0.891   
 

The result in Table 1 shows the convergent validity for the constructs under study. The results thus demonstrated 

a high level of convergent validity of the latent construct and used in the model. An AVE value of at least 0.5 

indicates sufficient convergent validity, meaning that a latent variable can explain at least half of the variance of 

its indicators on average. 

 

Table 2: Fornell-Lacrker Discriminant Validity 

               CEI DCM POL RCM SOS 

CEI 0.838 

    
DCM 0.553 0.774 

   
POL 0.581 0.718 0.746 

  
RCM 0.579 0.692 0.741 0.783 

 
SOS 0.047 -0.052 -0.005 -0.037 0.863 

 

Table 2 show the discriminant validity result. The 

diagonal bolden values are greater than inner 

values. Thus, indicating that discriminant validity 

was established among constructs since all values 

fall within the acceptable region. 

 

Evaluation of the structural model 

Structural model fitness is examined after 

measurement model assessment has been met and 

fitness is shown to be acceptable. The structural or 

inner model consists of the factors and the arrows 

that connect one factor to another. The loadings of 

the direct paths connecting factors are standardized 

regression coefficients. To ensure that the final 

estimated result from the PLS is true, it is 

important to determine the fitness of the model. 

The fitness of the model can be assessed in the 

following ways; testing for collinearity of the 

structural model, assessing the significance and 

relevance of the structural model relationships, the 

level of the R
2
 values, the f

2
 effect size and the 

standardized root mean square residual (SRMR)  

(Tenenhaus, Vinzi, Chatelin & Lauro 2005). Höck 

& Ringle, (2006: 15) described results above the 
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cutoffs 0.67, 0.33 and 0.19 to be “substantial”, 

“moderate” and “weak” respectively. The R-square 

here would be considered to be of moderate 

strength or effect. 

To assess multicollinearity in the 

structural model, tolerance or VIF criteria may be 

applied, discussed, and illustrated. The VIF 

benchmark should be less than 4. 

The f-square effect size measure is another 

name for the R-square change effect. The f-square 

coefficient can be constructed equal to (R
2
original 

– R
2
omitted)/(1-R

2
original). The denominator in 

this equation is “Unexplained”. The f-square 

equation expresses how large a proportion of 

unexplained variance is accounted for by R
2
 change 

(Hair et al., 2014). Following Cohen (1988), .02 

represents a “small” f
2
 effect size, .15 represents a 

“medium” effect, and .35 represents a “high” effect 

size. 

 

Table 3: Structural Fitness Indice 

  Indicators VIF R
2
 F

2
 

Citizens’ engagement initiatives  CEI2 1.21  
 

 CEI4 1.21 

  Decision making  DCM1 1.098 0.306 0.44 

 DCM3 1.702 

  
 DCM4 1.703 

  Policy outcome POL1 1.339 0.337 0.51 

 POL3 1.143 

  
 POL4 1.24 

  Resource management RCM1 1.205 0.335 0.5 

 RCM2 1.596 

  
 RCM4 1.506   
Social sustainability SOS4 1.319 0.002 0.002 

 SOS5 1.319   
 

Table 5 also presents the VIF diagnostic 

and estimated PLS weights for the indicators of all 

the items from the questionnaire. A common rule of 

thumb is that problematic multicollinearity may 

exist when the variance inflation factor (VIF) 

coefficient is higher than 4.0 (some use the more 

lenient cutoff of 5.0). None of the original 

indicators had VIF greater than four, and no 

indicator variable was discarded due to their 

negative weights.   

The overall effect size measure for the 

structural model, as in regression, indicated that 

30.6%, 33.7%, 33.5% and 0.2% of the variance in 

the decision making, policy outcome, resource 

management and social sustainability are explained 

by change in citizens’ engagement initiatives.  In 

the case of f
2
, where Cohen (1988), stated that .02 

represents a “small” f
2
 effect size, .15 represents a 

“medium” effect, and .35 represents a “high” effect 

size. It can be said that citizens’ engagement 

initiatives has substantial effect size on decision 

making, policy outcome, and resource 

management. However, the effect size of citizens’ 

engagement initiatives on social sustainability 

small effect.  
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Figure 1: PLS-SEM structural model with Bootstrapping result 

 

Table 4: PLS-SEM Result 

               Coeff Std Error T-stat P values 

CEI -> DCM 0.553 0.113 4.912 0.000 

CEI -> POL 0.581 0.107 5.405 0.000 

CEI -> RCM 0.579 0.105 5.52 0.000 

CEI -> SOS 0.047 0.129 0.364 0.716 

 

Hypotheses Testing 

Results of path analysis in line with hypothesized 

relationships were evaluated in Table 4. Findings 

reveal that:  

(H1) the direct relationship that connects citizens’ 

engagement initiatives and decision making 

generated a 0.553, p-value of 0.000. The 

relationship indicated a positive one statistically 

significant. This actually signifies that there is a 

significant relationship between citizens’ 

engagement initiatives and decision making in 

Bursari Local Government Area, Yobe State, 

Nigeria.  

(H2) the hypothesis connecting citizens’ 

engagement initiatives and policy outcome 

revealed a β= 0.581, p-value of 0.000, which is 

strongly significant, suggesting that citizens’ 

engagement initiatives relate positively to policy 

outcome. 

(H3) the connection between citizens’ engagement 

initiatives and resource management produced a 

β=0.579, p-value= 0.000, which is strongly upheld. 

It implies that increase in citizens’ engagement 

initiatives enhances resource management. That is 

for every 1% increase in citizens’ engagement 

initiatives, resource management increase by 

57.9%.  
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(H4) the direct relationship that connects citizens’ 

engagement initiatives and social sustainability 

generated a 0.047, p-value of 0.716. The 

relationship indicated a positive one, though 

statistically insignificant. This signifies that there is 

no significant relationship between citizens’ 

engagement initiatives and social sustainability in 

Bursari Local Government Area, Yobe State, 

Nigeria.  

 

III. Discussion of Findings 
In this study, hypothesis one evaluated the 

relationship between citizens’ engagement 

initiatives and decision making in Bursari Local 

Government Area, Yobe State, Nigeria. The 

outcome does agree with Xiaoli Wang et al. (2022) 

Citizen Participation in Environmental Decision-

Making: A Case Study of the Yangtze River Delta, 

China   The study revealed varying levels of citizen 

participation across different environmental issues, 

with higher engagement for air and water pollution 

concerns compared to waste management 

and  Emphasize the need for capacity building to 

equip citizens with knowledge and skills for 

effective participation, along with improved 

transparency and responsiveness from government 

agencies. 

In line with the results obtained from the 

hypothesized relationships, it was discovered that 

the direct relationship between citizens’ 

engagement initiatives and policy outcome is 

significant. The result in this study is inconsistent 

with the findings of John Githongo & Wanjiru 

Mwangi (2018). The study identified limited 

awareness, capacity, and access to resources as key 

challenges for youth participation. However, it also 

highlighted the potential of youth to bring fresh 

perspectives, energy, and innovative ideas to local 

government. Emphasize the need for targeted 

capacity-building programs, mentorship 

opportunities, and youth-friendly participation 

mechanisms to create an enabling environment for 

their meaningful engagement in local governance. 

Again, in the case of citizens’ engagement 

initiatives and resource management, the 

relationship was found to be positive and 

significant. This finding is in agreement with Maria 

Fe Mendoza & Dewi Fortria (2017) who studied 

gender and citizen participation in Local 

Governance: A Comparative Study of Indonesia 

and the Philippines. The study revealed that 

unequal access to resources still hinder women's 

participation in local decision-making.   

Finally, hypothesis four evaluated the 

relationship between citizens’ engagement 

initiatives and social sustainability in Bursari Local 

Government Area, Yobe State, Nigeria. The 

outcome does agree with Rajnish & Hirtankar 

(2023) who evaluated Citizen Participation in 

Sustainable Urban Development Planning in 

Mumbai, India. The objective was to assess the 

effectiveness of citizen engagement in sustainable 

urban development planning processes in Mumbai, 

with a focus on the shift from consultation to co-

creation. Mixed-methods approach with document 

analysis, surveys, and interviews with government 

officials, urban planners, and community 

representatives. The study revealed an increase in 

citizen participation through innovative co-creation 

resulted in shaping sustainable urban development. 

 

IV. Conclusion 
This study assessed the effectiveness of 

citizens’ engagement initiative in local government 

decision making process in Bursari Local 

Government Area, Yobe state, Nigeria. The result 

found that there is a direct relationship between, 

citizens’ engagement initiatives and decision 

making, policy outcome, resource management and 

enhances social sustainability. It is very important 

to note that the more citizens’ are engaged and 

participate in making policies and decisions, the 

more there will be: Capacity Building, Resource 

Mobilization, Policy Integration and Policy 

Coherence and Integration resulting in 

environmental, social, and economic policies to 

avoid conflicts and promote synergies. 

Coordination and collaboration between different 

government departments and agencies are essential 

to achieve policy coherence. 
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