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ABSTRACT: The creation of Local Government 

anywhere in the world stems from the need to 

facilitate developments at the grassroots. All 

political systems seek the attainment of effective 

and efficient service delivery which is designed to 

serve as instrument of rural transformation. The 

main thrust of the study was to assess the 

contributions of local government to integrated rural 

development focusing on the infrastructure and 

agricultural development in Ikwo, Ebonyi State, 

2014-2025. Structural functionalism developed by 

Emile Durkheim, Talcott Parsons and Robert K. 

Merton was used as a theoretical framework of 

analysis. Through the use of quantitative method, 

384 questionnaires were administered to 

respondents in a four-point likert scale. The analysis 

involved the use of simple percentage and frequency 

distribution table while the qualitative method used 

the key informant interviews conducted through 

face-to-face interactions with purposively selected 

six stakeholders and were thematically analyzed. 

The findings revealed that the local government has 

made notable contributions and progress in 

improving infrastructure and providing essential 

services through the provision and rehabilitation of 

infrastructure and has supported farmers through the 

provision of fertilizers and improved seedlings, etc., 

which have positively influenced the socio-

economic well-being of rural dwellers and enhanced 

the quality of life within the communities but these 

benefits are not shared equally among communities. 

The study therefore, recommends among others that 

there should be a more concerted efforts toward 

development of rural area, a greater emphasis must 

be placed on a sustainable infrastructural provision, 

agricultural modernization and community 

participation in development, by creating a more 

inclusive and transparent governance system, work 

towards meaningful rural development that helps the 

entire community thrive; they should explore 

alternative sources of revenue generation beyond 

agriculture, strengthen agricultural support 

programmes through the regular provision of 

fertilizers, improved seedlings, etc., at a subsidized 

rates to farmers.  

KEYWORDS: Local government, Rural 

development, Infrastructural, Agricultural 

development, Ikwo. 

I. INTRODUCTION: 
Local government has been essentially 

regarded as path to, and generator of national 

integration, administration and development 

(Arowolo, 2008).  It should be noted that one of the 

ways of bringing government closer to the people at 

the grassroots is through the delivery of service in a 

satisfactory, efficient, effective and adequate 

manner. The efficient and effective provisions of 

basic amenities and social infrastructures for the 

people at the grassroots are key factors to the 

existence of any government. Local government is 

responsible for delivering basic services to the 

grassroots (its local communities) in efficient and 

effective manner but its inefficiency and 

ineffectiveness in addressing the primary needs and 

wants of the people at the grassroots has made the 

thirds tiers of government irrelevant in the 

administration of the country lowest tiers of 

government to the people (Bolatito & Ibrahim, 

2014: 562-568).  

Local governments are viable instrument 

for rural transformation, development and the 

delivery of social services to rural communities in 

their jurisdiction. The idea of local government is to 

bring governance closer to the people in the grass-

roots for easy participation in governance, service 

delivery to enhance socio-economic development 

and good governance in Nigeria, as such, local 

government is responsible for delivering those basic 

services to its local communities in faster, easier and 

more efficient manner, it is the level of government 

in Nigeria at which the momentum to sustain 

national development is created. 

Rural administration in Nigeria is an 

imperative level of administration in the Nigeria 

administrative framework, which is extremely 
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entrenched in the rule of the land by which they 

derive their supremacies from the structure. Local 

administration is supported by law and officially has 

a fairly chosen delegate of individuals who are 

accused of the sole duty of moving the legislature 

towards achieving grass root development for 

national turn of events. The explicit power gives the 

body considerable control over grass-roots 

activities; equally with the personnel control and 

institution of economic powers to initiate and direct 

the provision of services and to determine and 

implement projects so as to complement the 

activities of the state and the central governments in 

their local areas.  

Development would not be meaningful if it 

does not affect the rural dwellers; it is as a result of 

this that local government were created to ensure 

effective and efficient service delivery to the people 

at the grassroots level. Local government 

administration serves as a means of delivering 

essential services (amenities) to rural communities. 

The term "local government" refers to the level of 

government that is closest to the people and given 

some authority to exercise control over the affairs or 

activities of the people in that area. It is also 

expected to carry out the responsibility of promoting 

democratic ideas of the localities and coordinating 

transformation programs as well as acting as the 

foundation for the economic development of the 

rural areas.  

Ikwo local government represents a good 

sample of rural administration in Nigeria. It is one 

of the thirteen LGAs in Ebonyi State, located in the 

southeastern part of Nigeria and the largest local 

government in Ebonyi State. It has a land mass of 

approximately 500 kilometers and shares a border 

with Abakaliki and Ezza local government. The 

main objective is to assess the role of local 

governments’ administration in rural development, 

specifically to assess the contribution and the role 

played by local government to agricultural and 

infrastructural development in Ikwo. Infrastructure 

is viewed a key driver of rural development while 

Agriculture remains the backbone of rural 

economies in Nigeria, therefore, local governments 

are expected to provide and maintain rural roads, 

health centers, water supply systems, markets, 

schools and support farmers through the provision 

of inputs, extension services, credit facilities and 

training programmes. However, studies in Nigeria 

have shown that infrastructural development at the 

local level is often inadequate due to poor funding, 

corruption and weak administrative capacity and 

that agricultural support at the local level is often 

inconsistent and poorly implemented, limiting 

productivity and rural income growth. 

II.  THEORETICAL ANALYSIS: 
The study is anchored on the Structural 

Functionalism Theory, which was developed by 

Talcott Parsons and influenced by the works of 

Émile Durkheim. The theory views society as a 

system made up of interrelated structures or 

institutions, each performing specific functions 

necessary for the survival, stability and development 

of the entire social system. Structural functionalism 

argues that every institution in society contributes to 

maintaining social order and equilibrium, while the 

failure of any institution to perform its assigned 

functions leads to dysfunction and instability. More 

so the theory maintains that, these institutions are 

interconnected and their effective collaboration is 

necessary for sustainable development outcomes. 

When each institution performs its designated role 

effectively, rural communities experience improved 

infrastructure, enhanced agricultural productivity, 

better access to social services and overall socio-

economic progress.  

Structural functionalism theory explains 

that integrated rural development can only be 

achieved when the local government adequately 

performs its statutory responsibilities. For instance, 

the construction and maintenance of rural roads 

facilitate transportation of agricultural products to 

markets; provision of potable water improves public 

health; support for agricultural activities enhances 

food production and income generation; while 

educational and health services contribute to human 

capital development. These functions collectively 

contribute to social stability and development within 

rural communities. However, where the local 

government fails to discharge these responsibilities 

due to inadequate funding, corruption, poor 

administration, political interference, or weak 

institutional capacity, dysfunction occurs. Such 

dysfunction manifests in poor infrastructure, 

unemployment, poverty, inadequate healthcare 

services, low agricultural productivity and 

underdevelopment. Structural functionalists argue 

that the inability of one structure to perform its 

functions negatively affects other interconnected 

structures and ultimately weakens the entire social 

system.  

 The theory is relevance to the study 

because, local government represents an important 

structure within Nigeria’s political and 

administrative system.  Therefore, it is expected to 

interact with other structures such as traditional 
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institutions, community development associations, 

farmers' cooperatives, educational institutions, 

healthcare facilities and state government agencies 

to achieve rural development objectives. Local 

government are constitutionally established to 

perform functions that promote grassroots 

development, including the provision of rural 

infrastructure such as support services, healthcare, 

education, water supply, sanitation, agricultural and 

community development. These functions are 

expected to improve the socio-economic well-being 

of rural residents and facilitate integrated rural 

development.  

Therefore, the relevance of Structural 

Functionalism to this study lies in its ability to 

explain how the performance or non-performance of 

local government functions influences the level of 

integrated rural development in Ikwo Local 

Government Area. The theory is relevance because 

it views local government as a vital structure 

responsible for grassroots development, it explains 

the interdependence between local government and 

other community institutions and provides a 

framework for assessing the effectiveness of local 

government functions in rural development. The 

theory also helps to explain how deficiencies in 

local government performance contribute to rural 

underdevelopment and finally to demonstrates that 

sustainable and integrated rural development 

depends on the effective functioning of all relevant 

institutions within the rural system. 

The theory provides and offers a solid 

foundation for evaluating whether the local 

government has effectively fulfilled its 

developmental responsibilities between 2014 and 

2025 and how such performance has impacted the 

socio-economic conditions of rural communities 

within the area.  

 

III. CONCEPTUAL DISCOURSE: 
 Local government administration and rural 

development are integral components of Nigeria's 

governance and development framework. The 

effective functioning of local governments plays a 

pivotal role in delivering essential services, 

promoting economic growth and improving the 

quality of life in rural areas. The literature review 

provides a comprehensive analysis of key themes, 

challenges, best practices and scholarly perspectives 

related to local government administration and rural 

development in Nigeria. The following concepts 

will be conceptualized. 

• Local Government  

• Development 

• Rural Development  

Local Government: Local government, like most 

concepts in social sciences, lacks a precise meaning 

as it is being defined or described in different ways 

by different authors. It is difficult to find a single 

and comprehensive conceptualization of local 

government acceptable to both the developing and 

developed countries of the world. Despite these 

divergences, these definitions agree on a salient 

characteristic which enables us to understand its 

meaning. Literally, local government means 

government at the grassroots level. Appadorai 

(1975) defines local government as government by 

popularly elected bodies’ charges with 

administration and executive duties in matters 

concerning the inhabitants of a particular district or 

place. The International Encyclopedia of the Social 

Sciences (1976), defines local government as a 

public organization that is authorized to administer a 

limited range of public policies within a relatively 

small territory that forms part of a larger 

governmental system. It stresses that local 

government operates at the lowest level of 

governmental authority and is established to 

perform functions of local concern while remaining 

subordinate to higher levels of government. This 

assertion acclaimed local government as “a political 

sub-division of national or regional government 

which performs functions nearly in all cases receive 

its legal power from the national or regional 

government but possess some degree of discretion 

on the making of decisions which normally has 

some taxing powers.  

Agbakoba & Ogbonna (2004) defined local 

government as a political and administrative unit 

that is empowered by law to administer a specific 

locality. He stated further that it involves a 

philosophical commitment to the idea of rural 

participation as well as involvement in the 

government at the grassroots level which will 

invariably engender the much wanted or desired 

socio-economic development of the rural areas in 

Nigeria. Mawhood (1993) sees local government as 

a body separated by law and has local 

representatives as well as formal power to decide on 

a range of public matters. He stated that the right of 

the local government to make decisions is 

entrenched by the law and can only be altered by 

new legislation. And that the local government has 

resources which are subject to the stated limits, are 

expended and invested at their will or discretion. 

Ola & Tonwe (2009) viewed local 

government as the selection of persons rather than 

only election to constitute local government. They 

present a broader perspective on the concept of local 

government, emphasizing that it is not merely a 
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matter of conducting elections to form a governing 

body at the local level. They argue that local 

government encompasses a wider process of 

selecting individuals who will represent and serve 

the community. This selection process may include 

various forms, such as appointments, nominations 

and other non-electoral methods, reflecting the need 

to ensure that the local government is composed of 

individuals who possess the necessary 

qualifications, expertise and commitment to 

addressing local issues.  

To Ikeanyibe & Imhanlahimia (2010) local 

government is defined as a popularly elected 

democratic council. They went ahead to state that it 

has formal powers derived from the laws or 

constitution of the land, to decide on a range of 

public matters or issues in consultation with 

stakeholders, compassing traditional rulers in the 

rural areas. The formal powers can only be altered 

by subsequent legislation or constitutional 

amendment. The local government has personnel, 

financial as well as other resources, from whatever 

as sources that are deployed, expended and invested 

at its own discretion for the execution of legally or 

constitutionally assigned and mutually agreed 

functions for the overt socio-economic development 

of the rural areas. 

Otu & Anam (2019), in their submission 

affirmed that local government represents a unit of 

government below the central and state government 

established by law to exercise authority through a 

representative council within a defined area. The 

desire to catalyze balanced development, maximize 

citizen's participation, as well as the arousal of 

government response necessitates the agitation for 

local government autonomy. The local government 

serves as a type of political and administrative 

structure with a view to facilitating decentralization, 

national integration, efficiency in governance and a 

sense of belongingness at the grassroots level. 

According to Agagu (2014), "the local government 

is a unit of administration globally." He succinctly 

encapsulates the universal role of local government 

as a fundamental unit of administration. This 

statement highlights that local government serves as 

a key administrative entity across various global 

contexts, embodying a common framework for 

decentralized governance. The local government is 

crucial in implementing policies, managing 

resources and delivering services at the grassroots 

level, thereby bridging the gap between central 

authorities and local communities.  

Corroborating to this, Ogunna (2015), 

states that idea of local government is to bring 

governance closer to people in the grassroots for 

participation in governance, service delivery to 

enhance socio-economic development and good 

governance as a legally established political and 

administrative unit created to bring governance 

closer to the people at the grassroots. According to 

him, local government serves as an instrument for 

local participation, service delivery and rural 

development through elected representatives and 

administrative structures that is intended to mobilize 

local resources and promote community 

development.  

Lawal (2000), maintained that the local 

government is a tier of government closest to the 

people, vested with certain powers to exercise 

control over the affairs of its domain. It can be seen 

as a system of public administration at a local level, 

charged with the responsibility of bringing the 

people at the grassroots closer to the government. 

He however regretted that a critical survey of local 

governments in Nigeria today shows at the most the 

same scene; that is, they are living in the shadow of 

the federal government and that have resulted to the 

abysmal failure of the system. For Olisa, Obiukwu, 

& Nwachukwu (1990), the local government 

represents a unit of government below the central, 

regional or state government established by law to 

exercise political authority through a representative 

council within a defined area. 

Egbe (2014), viewed local government as 

the smallest unit of government below the central 

regional or state levels introduced by the Act to 

exercise political authority via the representative 

council within a defined geographical entity. His 

definition captures the essence of local government 

as a legally sanctioned, localized unit of 

administration responsible for political authority and 

community representation within a defined 

geographical area. In the same vein, the 1976 local 

government reform in Nigeria viewed local 

government as a government that control powers at 

the local level via representative council introduced 

by the Act of National Assembly. The 1976 Local 

Government Reform in Nigeria reaffirms the role of 

local government as a decentralized unit of 

administration with legally defined powers and 

responsibilities, operated through a representative 

council. This framework aimed to enhance local 

governance, promote democratic participation and 

improve the delivery of services to local 

communities. 

Ikelegbe (2005) described the concept of 

local government as a segment of a constituent state 

or region of a nation state, established by law to 

provide public services and regulate public affairs 

within its area of jurisdiction. Ikelegbe's description 
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underscores the multilayered nature of governance, 

with local governments occupying a crucial 

intermediary position between the central state and 

the grassroots population. By being embedded 

within the broader political and administrative 

system, local governments can tailor public service 

delivery and regulations to the unique needs and 

circumstances of their local communities. 

Rural Development: There is also no universally 

accepted definition of rural development. As a 

result, different scholars and institutions define and 

conceptualize it in different ways. The concept of 

rural development has advanced through time as a 

result of changes in the perceived mechanisms and 

goals of development. The whole phenomenon of 

rural development revolves around attempts by 

governments and people to address the basic factual 

problems bedeviling the rural areas in respect of 

basic needs such as safe and hygienic drinking 

water, the provision of primary health care, feeder 

road, electricity, schools and so forth (Obot, 1989; 

Ogbazi, 1992). Any area that is without such things 

is backward and life in it is certainly miserable and 

frustrating.  

The aims and objectives of rural 

development include elimination of poverty, 

elimination of inequality, unemployment, self-

esteem and freedom from servitude. In the same 

vein, Ugwu (2009) argued that the roles of local 

government in rural development include; protection 

roles, convenience role and welfare role. Ugwu 

claimed that rural development is a venture towards 

urbanizing the rural environment by way of 

encouraging rural dwellers to participate in activities 

that will promote economic, social development and 

enhance their living standards. As such defines rural 

development as the provision and stimulation of 

economic activities, educational opportunities, 

healthcare services, infrastructure and other social 

amenities that improve the living conditions of rural 

dwellers. According to Ugwu, rural development 

seeks to modernize rural communities, reduce 

poverty and encourage active participation of local 

people in development programmes. 

Rural development means improving the 

living standards of the masses of low income 

residing in rural areas and making the process of 

their development self-sustaining (Lele, 1976). It 

can also be defined as the articulation, provision and 

stimulation of economic activities, health and 

educational advancement facilities and utilities for 

rural dwellers. It involves the overall development 

of rural areas with a view to improving the quality 

of life of rural people. The concept includes the 

development of agriculture and allied activities such 

as the cottage industries and craft, socio-economic 

infrastructure, community services and facilities and 

human resources in the rural areas (Ojukwu, 2013).  

The World Bank (1973) defined rural 

development as a strategy designed to improve the 

economic and social lives of a specific group of 

people. Rural development involves extending the 

benefit of development to the poorest among those 

who seek a livelihood in the rural areas a strategy 

designed to improve the economic and social life of 

the rural poor through increased productivity, 

employment opportunities and access to basic 

services. The essence of rural development is the 

all-round development of the rural areas or villages 

with the efforts of the people (Ojo, 1994:1-5; Basu, 

2006).  

From the World Bank, rural development 

was seen as purely an economic issue or raising the 

low levels of rural income through agricultural 

modernization. This definition is reflective of rural 

development as a subset of development in the 

1970s. This is because in the 1970s development 

was viewed merely from the economic dimension 

but these days, development is broadly viewed as an 

overall improvement of the quality of life of a 

human being in terms of economic, social, political, 

environmental and administrative issues. Thus, the 

1973 World Bank definition does not consider other 

important dimensions of development listed above. 

In other words, before the 1970s, rural development 

was seen to be synonymous with agricultural 

development. In this regard, Johnston (1970:369-

404) argued that in the 1960s and early 1970s, 

intense industrialization was the main characteristic 

of the perceived development path. In this context, 

he conceptualized rural development as precisely 

leading into that path: conceived rural development 

as basically a part of structural transformation 

characterized by diversification of the economy 

away from agriculture. Johnston argued that 

agricultural transformation is a prerequisite for 

national development because it provides food, 

labour, capital and markets for industrial growth. 

This process is facilitated by rapid agricultural 

growth, at least initially, but leads ultimately to a 

significant decline in the share of agriculture to total 

employment and output and the proportion of the 

rural population to the total population. 

Rural development is the process of 

improving the quality of life and economic 

wellbeing of people living in rural areas, often 

relatively isolated and sparsely populated areas. The 

rural has traditionally centered on the exploitation of 

land-intensive natural resources such as agriculture 

and forestry. It aims at finding ways to improve 
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rural lives with participation of rural people 

themselves, to meet the required needs of rural 

communities. The rural people themselves must 

participate in their sustainable rural development. It 

is not an outside intervention, but the aspiration of 

local people living in rural areas taking challenges 

themselves and improving their life circumstances 

and their immediate environment. 

Olayide, Ogunfowora, Essang, & Idachaba, 

(1981) viewed rural development as means for the 

provision of basic amenities, infrastructure, 

improved agriculture productivity and extension 

services and employment generation for rural 

dwellers. From the foregoing, it is obvious that rural 

development is not a one-off thing or an immediate 

and snap phenomenon. Rather, it is a gradual and 

progressive process towards perfection having a set 

standard in mind. A process whereby concerted 

efforts are made to facilitate significant increase in 

rural resources productivity with the central 

objective of enhancing rural income and creating 

employment opportunity in rural communities for 

rural dwellers to remain in the area. It is also an 

integrated approach to food production, provision of 

physical, social and institutional infrastructures with 

the ultimate goal of bringing about good healthcare 

delivery system, affordable and quality education, 

improved and sustainable agriculture etc. as it is 

today, rural development needs to be given priority 

attention.  

More so, rural development could be 

measured in the area of roads, water supply, 

housing, electricity, building of model communities, 

access to quality education, improved healthcare 

delivery and availability of food and agricultural 

products for the rural settlers and a community-

driven process involving participation of local 

people in planning and implementing development 

projects which depends on active community 

participation, an effective use of local resources and 

bottom-up development strategies that strengthens 

local institutions. It must be clearly designed to 

increase production, improve the physical wellbeing 

and quality of life of the rural people to enhance 

their productivities and their ability to contribute to 

national development (Obot, 1989; Okonkwo, 2012; 

Egbe, 2014). 

Development: The word is so vast and pervasively 

used that hardly is there any sphere of human 

endeavor that is not connected with development. 

There is no universally accepted definition for the 

term development. It means different things to 

different people. For instance, from the perspective 

of developing countries, development means hope 

and the confidence that the future will witness a lot 

of improvement economically, politically and 

socially while for the developed countries, it means 

the continuation of advancement in all spheres of 

life (Ojo, Bila, & Iheanacho, 2012:27-33). Ugwu in 

his view conceptualizes development as a 

multidimensional process that involve the 

improvements of economic, social, political and 

institutional conditions of society. Development is 

not merely economic growth but encompasses 

enhanced welfare, improved living standards, and 

increased opportunities for citizens. This perspective 

brings into line with broader development theories 

that view development as societal transformation 

rather than solely increases in income (Ugwu, 

2009). 

  Okereke & Ekpe (2002) view development 

in liberal perspective as the maximization of the 

growth of the Gross National Product (GNP) 

through capital accumulation and industrialization. 

They argued that in this context, development 

implies change which often follows a well-ordered 

sequence and exhibits common characteristics 

across countries. The above conception of 

development by liberal scholars represents the 

dominant bourgeois of the 1905s and 1960s. The 

failure of most third world countries to overcome 

the perennial problems of poverty regardless of bold 

attempts at industrialization brought to a sharper 

focus the futility of forging ahead through the 

pursuance of economic growth. Given the fact that 

the increased rate of industrialization in most of the 

hitherto "primitive areas" has woefully failed to 

usher in the much-desired goal, it has been 

maintained in some quarters that economic growth 

through industrialization is not development.  

Meier (1988) seems to have struck the right 

chord when he observes that; "Development is more 

than just acquisition of industries, but includes such 

ideals of modernization as rise in productivity, 

social and economic equalization, modern technical 

know-how, improved institutions and attitudes as 

well as rationally coordinated policy apparatus". 

Okereke & Ekpe (2002) went further to argue that 

the conceptualization of development in terms of 

Gross National Products and other variables of 

growth has not been attacked for being dubious and 

unreliable but it has also been jettisoned because it 

is static and restricted as noted by Todaro, 1979. 

While economic progress is an essential component 

of development, it is not the only one. Development 

encompasses more than the financial and material 

side of people's life. 

 Rogers (1999) added that development is a 

long participatory process of social change in the 

society whose objective is the material and social 
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progress for majority of the population through a 

better understanding of their environment. 

Development focuses on the wellbeing of the people 

by concentrating on the indices of living standards 

such as poverty, income distribution, life 

expectancy, infant mortality, nutrition, illiteracy, 

education, access to social services and amenities. 

What this means is that countries that are developed 

or regarded as developed countries have reduced 

poverty rate, raise standard of living for their 

citizens, reduced infant mortality rate, low level of 

illiteracy and there is access to the necessary social 

amenities. For Lawn, development is a process of 

economic and social advancement which enables 

people to realize their potential, build self-

confidence and lead lives of digit and fulfillment 

(Lawn, 2006).  

Development is largely a process whose 

aim is to free people from evils of want, ignorance, 

social injustice, and economic exploitation. It refers 

to a multi-dimensional process involving the 

reorganization and re-orientation of the entire 

economic and social systems, a physical reality and 

a state of mind in which society has, through some 

combinations of social, economic and political 

process, secured the way of obtaining better life 

(Todaro, 1979; Nwogwugwu, Nwokoye & Osai, 

2023). More so, development is a broad term which 

should not be limited to mean economic 

development, economic welfare or material 

wellbeing but includes improvements in economic, 

social and political aspects of the whole society like 

security, culture, social activities and political 

institutions.  

 Rodney (1972) explains that development 

implies "increasing capacity to regulate internal and 

external relationships". As he further points out, that 

development is many sided or multinational process. 

For the individuals, he opines that it implies 

increased skill and capacity, greater freedom, 

creativity, self-discipline, responsibility and material 

wellbeing. By this definition I believe that 

development starts from the individuals. It is when 

the inhabitants of a state are developed that the 

country can be developed. So, it is essential for the 

people to develop so that it can reflect on their 

environment and nation which can be “the 

combination of mental and social changes among 

the population which decide to increase its real and 

global products, cumulatively and in sustainable 

manner". A process of qualitative change and 

quantitative growth of the social and economic 

reality which we can call either society or economy 

in various areas of knowledge converges to "a state, 

process, well-being, progress, economic and human 

growth or ecological balance". The word could also 

be "a maturing and development process of self that 

frees the population from fear and exploitation".  

IV.   METHODOLOGY: 

The study utilized both primary and 

secondary sources of data. The primary data were 

obtained through the administration of structured 

questionnaires to respondents in a four-point likert 

scale (SA–SD) while the Key Informant Interviews 

were conducted through face-to-face interactions 

with purposively selected sex stakeholders. The 

questionnaire was divided into three sections. 

Section A elicited information on respondents' 

socio-demographic characteristics, section B 

focused on local government contributions to 

infrastructural development, while section C 

examined local government support for agricultural 

development. The secondary data were sourced 

from journal articles, government publications, 

policy documents and relevant internet materials on 

local government administration and rural 

development, etc. A sample size of 384 respondents 

was used for the study through a multistage 

sampling technique, the thirteen communities that 

constitute Ikwo Local Government Area were 

purposively included in the study to ensure 

geographical coverage. A proportionate allocation 

was used to distribute the 384 questionnaires among 

the thirteen communities: Agubia, Alike, Amaizu, 

Amagu, Echialike, Ekpelu, Enyibichiri, Igbudu, 

Inyimagu, Ndufu Alike, Noyo, Okpuitumo, and 

Ukwuachi. This resulted in approximately 29–30 

respondents being selected from each community 

with a simple random sampling employed to select 

respondents within each community. The population 

of the study comprised adult residents (18 years and 

above) of the thirteen communities in the study area, 

because of the predominantly rural nature of the 

area with agriculture serving as the major 

occupation, the respondents included mostly 

farmers, traders, civil servants, community leaders, 

youth representatives and other residents who 

possess adequate knowledge of local government 

development activities within their communities. 

The responses obtained from the respondents were 

presented and analyzed using frequency distribution 

tables and simple percentages and interpreted 

according to the study objectives.  
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V.    PRESENTATION AND DATA ANALYSIS 
SECTION A 

TABLE 1: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION OF THE RESPONDENTS COMPRISES OF SEX, AGE, 

MARITAL STATUS AND OCCUPATION/PROFESSION. 

Variable Category  Frequency  Percentage % 

Gender  Male  146 38.0 

 Female  238 62.0 

Age  18-25 62 16.1 

 26-35 104 27.1 

 36-50 148 38.5 

 51+ 70 18.3 

Marital status  Single 98 25.5 

 Married 221 57.6 

 Widow/widower 41 10.7 

  Separated 24 6.2 

Occupation/Profession Farmer 112 29.2 

 Trader  104 27.1 

 Civil servants 86 22.4 

 Artisan  82 21.3 

Community  Agubia  30 7.8 

 Alike  29 7.6 

 Amaizu  29 7.6 

 Amagu  29 7.6 

 Echialike  30 7.8 

 Ekpelu  29 7.6 

 Enyibichiri  30 7.8 

 Igbudu  29 7.6 

 Inyimagu  29 7.6 

 Ndufu Alike  30 7.8 

 Noyo  29 7.6 

 Okpuitumo  30 7.8 

 Ukwuachi  30 7.8 

Source: Field survey 2025 

The evidence from the table indicates that 

females constituted the majority of the respondents, 

accounting for 238 (62.0%), and the largest 

proportion of respondents were within the 36–50 

age bracket of 36-50 constituting 148 (38.5%), 

followed by those aged 26–35 years with 104 

(27.1%). The table also shows that the majority of 

respondents were married, representing 221 

(57.6%), from the occupation of the respondents, 

farmers formed the largest occupational group with 

112 (29.2%), followed by traders with 104 (27.1%), 

civil servants accounted for 86 (22.4%), while 

artisans constituted 82 (21.3%) of the respondents. 

This distribution indicated that the study captured 

respondents from diverse occupational backgrounds 

and the respondents were fairly distributed across 

the thirteen communities of Ikwo Local Government 

Area. The near-equal distribution ensured adequate 

representation of all communities in the study. 

SECTION B: RESPONDENTS VIEW ON THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO 

INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Variables Category  Frequency  Percentage% 

The local government has constructed 

/rehabilitated roads in my community 

Strongly agreed  
98 25.5 

 Agreed 176 45.8 

 Disagreed 72 18.8 

 Strongly disagreed 38 9.9 
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The local government has improved access to 

potable water in my area. 

Strongly agreed 
82 21.4 

 Agreed 168 43.8 

 Disagreed 90 23.4 

 Strongly disagreed 44 11.4 

Primary healthcare centres have been 

provided/upgraded by the local government 

Strongly agreed 
76 19.8 

 Agreed 174 45.3 

 Disagreed 88 22.9 

 Strongly disagreed 46 12.0 

The local government has contributed to 

construction/renovation of schools in my 

community. 

Strongly agreed 

88 22.9 

 Agreed    170 44.3 

 Disagreed 82 21.4 

 Strongly disagreed  44 11.4 

Rural electrification projects have been 

implemented in my community. 

Strongly agreed 
70 18.2 

 Agreed  156 40.6 

 Disagreed  102 26.6 

 Strongly disagreed 56 14.6 

The local government has provided functional 

market stalls and facilities in my community. 

Strongly agreed 
64 16.7 

 Agreed  148 38.5 

 Disagreed 110 28.6 

 Strongly disagreed 62 16.2 

Drainage systems and sanitation infrastructure 

have improved due to local efforts. 

Strongly agreed  
72 18.8 

 Agreed 162 42.2 

 Disagreed  96 25.0 

 Strongly disagreed 54 14.0 

Public buildings such as community halls have 

been constructed by the local government. 

Strongly agreed  
68 17.7 

 Agreed 154 40.1 

 Disagreed  104 27.1 

 Strongly disagreed 58 15.1 

Transportation networks within rural 

communities have improved due to local 

government interventions. 

Strongly agreed  

74 19.3 

 Agreed 164 42.7 

 Disagreed  94 24.5 

 Strongly disagreed 52 13.5 

The infrastructural development in my 

community has improved because of local 

government activities. 

Strongly agreed  

80 20.8 

 Agreed 172 44.8 

 disagreed 88 22.9 

 Strongly disagreed 44 11.5 

There is great satisfaction level with the local 

government efforts in infrastructural 

maintenance in the communities? 

Strongly agreed  

62 16.1 

 Agreed 154 40.1 

 disagreed 112 29.2 
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 Strongly disagreed 56 14.6 

Source: Field survey, 2025  

From the above table it shows the evidence 

that a majority of respondents generally agreed that 

the local government has contributed to 

infrastructural development across Ikwo 

communities. The highest positive ratings were 

recorded for road construction and rehabilitation, 

provision of potable water, healthcare facilities and 

school renovation projects, but expressed relatively 

lower levels of agreement regarding rural 

electrification, market facilities, public buildings 

and infrastructural maintenance, but went on to 

indicate areas where local government intervention 

could be strengthened. However, from the analysis 

of the result it shows a moderate positive perception 

of local government performance in infrastructural 

development within the study area. 

SECTION C: RESPONDENTS VIEWS ON THE ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN 

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN IKWO LGA 

Variables Category  Frequency  Percentage% 

Local government provide fertilizers and 

improved seedings to farmers. 

Strongly agreed  
84 21.9 

 Agreed 168 43.7 

 Disagreed 88 22.9 

 Strongly disagreed 44 11.5 

Farmers in my community benefits from 

agricultural extension service. 

Strongly agreed 
76 19.8 

 Agreed 162 42.2 

 Disagreed 98 25.5 

 Strongly disagreed 48 12.5 

The local government organizes agricultural 

training and sensitization programmes. 

Strongly agreed 
80 20.8 

 Agreed 170 44.3 

 Disagreed 90 23.4 

 Strongly disagreed 44 11.5 

Agricultural loans or financial support are made 

to farmers 

Strongly agreed 
62 16.1 

 Agreed    146 38.0 

 Disagreed 118 30.7 

 Strongly disagreed  58 15.2 

The local government support farmers with 

farming techniques.  

Strongly agreed 
72 18.8 

 Agreed  164 42.7 

 Disagreed  100 26.0 

 Strongly disagreed 48 12.5 

Tractor hiring services or farm mechanization 

support are provided by the local government. 

Strongly agreed 
58 15.1 

 Agreed  142 37.0 

 Disagreed 122 31.8 

 Strongly disagreed 62 16.1 

The local government collaborate with 

agricultural agencies to support farmers. 

Strongly agreed  
70 18.2 

 Agreed 160 41.7 

 Disagreed  102 26.6 

 Strongly disagreed 52 13.5 

Storage facilities or farm produce preservation 

support are provided by the local government.  

Strongly agreed  
54 14.1 

 Agreed 136 35.4 
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 Disagreed  130 33.9 

 Strongly disagreed 64 16.6 

Youths are encouraged by the local government 

to engaged in agriculture. 

Strongly agreed  
78 20.3 

 Agreed 166 43.2 

 Disagreed  92 24.0 

 Strongly disagreed 48 12.5 

Agricultural programmes of the local government 

have increase food production in my community. 

Strongly agreed  
74 19.3 

 Agreed 168 43.7 

 disagreed 94 24.5 

 Strongly disagreed 48 12.5 

Source: Field survey, 2025  

From the above table, the respondents 

generally perceived the local government as playing 

a positive role in agricultural development within 

Ikwo Local Government Area. Most respondents 

agreed that the local government provides fertilizers 

and improved seedlings, organizes agricultural 

training programmes, supports farmers with modern 

farming techniques and encourages youth 

participation in agriculture. Despite that the opinions 

were less favorable regarding the provision of 

agricultural loans, farm mechanization services and 

storage facilities, where substantial proportions of 

respondents expressed disagreement. Base on the 

findings from the response received the results 

suggests that while local government agricultural 

interventions have contributed to farming activities 

and food production, there is need for greater efforts 

in the areas of financial assistance, mechanization 

and post-harvest support in those communities 

where agriculture is the main source which will 

positively affect the living standards of the rural 

residents.  

VI.   CONCLUSION: 
The study assessed local government 

contribution to integrated rural development in Ikwo 

local government area of Ebonyi state, 2014-2025. 

The findings revealed that the local government 

seen as a critical institution for promoting rural 

development in Nigeria has made notable 

contributions to rural development, through the 

provision and rehabilitation of roads, improvement 

of access to potable water, renovation of schools, 

upgrading of primary healthcare facilities and 

implementation of rural electrification projects.  

             Majority of the respondents agreed that 

these interventions have positively influenced the 

socio-economic well-being of rural dwellers and 

enhanced the quality of life within the communities, 

more so, that the local government has supported 

farmers through the provision of fertilizers and 

improved seedlings, agricultural training 

programmes, extension services and collaboration 

with agricultural agencies. Respondents also 

acknowledged that efforts are been made at 

encouraging youth participation in agriculture and 

improving food production. The study indicated that 

there is need to support critical areas like providing 

agricultural loans to farmers, provide farm 

mechanization and storage facilities. 

 

VII.  RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Based on the evidence from the findings 

the study will recommend among other things, for 

the local government to effectively fulfill their 

constitutional mandate as a catalysts of rural 

development and a greater emphasis be placed on a 

sustainable infrastructural provision, agricultural 

modernization and community participation in 

development, increase budgetary allocation for rural 

infrastructure development to enable the 

construction and maintenance of rural facilities, 

strengthen agricultural support programmes through 

the regular provision of fertilizers, improved 

seedlings, etc. at a subsidized rates to farmers. 

Farmers should also be provided with low-interest 

loans and financial assistance to expand agricultural 

production.  

            The local government should also improve 

project monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to 

ensure transparency, accountability and effective 

implementation of rural development projects, 

strengthen partnerships with state governments, 

federal agencies, NGOs and private-sector 

organizations to mobilize additional resources for 

rural development initiatives. 

             Finally, Ikwo local government can work 

towards meaningful rural development that helps the 

entire community thrive; they should explore 

alternative sources of revenue generation beyond 
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agriculture. This could involve developing small-

scale industries, promoting tourism and encouraging 

local entrepreneurship to increase the financial base 

of the local government.  

REFERENCES 

[1] Agagu, A. (2014). Continuity and change in 

local government administration and the politics of 

underdevelopment. In A. Agagu & R. Ola (Eds.), 

Development agenda of Nigeria state. Fiag 

Publishers. 

[2] Agbakoba, R., & Ogbonna, M. (2004). Local 

government administration and development in 

Nigeria. The  

Human Rights Law Services. 

[3] Arowolo, D. (2008). Local government 

administration and the challenges of rural 

development in Nigeria.  

Retrieved from 

http://www.articlesbase.com/authors/dare-

arowolo/49807 

[4] Appadorai, A. (1975). The substance of politics. 

Oxford University Press. 

[5] Basu, K. (2006). Teacher truancy in India: The 

role of culture, norms and economic incentive 

(Working Paper No. 06-03). 

[6] Bolatito, S., & Ibrahim, B. S. (2014). Challenges 

of local government administration in Nigeria: An 

appraisal of Nigerian experience. International 

Journal of Science and Research, 3(7), 562–568. 

[7] Chidiebere, O. A., & Ndaguba, E. A. (2018). 

Selected difficulties towards effective service 

provision in the  

Nigerian local government. Journal of Social 

Sciences, 55(1). 

[8] Durkheim, É. (1997). The division of labor in 

society (W. D. Halls, Trans.). Free Press. (Original 

work published 1893) 

[9] Egbe, E. J. (2014). Rural and community 

development in Nigeria: An assessment. Arabian 

Journal of Business and Management Review, 2(2). 

[10] Ganduja, A. U. (2008). Democracy and local 

government administration in Nigeria. Spectrum 

Books. 

[11] Haralambos, M., & Holborn, M. (2013). 

Sociology: Themes and perspectives (8th ed.). 

Collins. 

[12] Ikeanyibe, M. O., & Imhanlahimi, J. E. (2010). 

A review of Nigerian government regulatory 

autonomy.  

Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences, 3(1–2). 

[13] Ikelegbe, A. O. (2005). Public policy analysis: 

Concepts, issues and cases. Imprint Services.  

[14] Imhanlahimi, J. (2011). Local government 

autonomy and development of localities in Nigeria: 

Issues, problems and suggestions. Inkanyiso: 

Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 3(1), 

67–79. 

[15] International Encyclopedia of the Social 

Sciences. (1976). Local government. Macmillan. 

[16] Johnston, B. F. (1970). Agriculture and 

structural transformation in developing countries: A 

survey of research.  Journal of Economic Literature, 

8(2), 369–404. 

[17] Lawal, S. (2000). Local government 

administration in Nigeria: A practical approach. In 

A. Ajayi (Ed.), Theory and practice of local 

government. UNAD. 

[18] Lawn, P. (2006). Sustainable development 

indicators in ecological economics. Edward Elgar 

Publishing. 

[19] Lele, U. (1975). The design of rural 

development: Lessons from Africa. Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 

[20] Mawhood, P. N. (1993). Local government in 

the Third World countries. Wiley. 

[21] Meier, K. J. (1988). The political economy of 

regulation: The case of insurance. State University 

of New York Press. 

[22] Merton, R. K. (1957). Social theory and social 

structure (Rev. ed.). Free Press. 

[23] Nwogwugwu, U. C. C., Nwokoye, E., & Osai, 

V. A. (2023). The role of agriculture in economic 

development in Nigeria. Journal of International 

Economic Relations and Development Economics, 

3(1). 

[24] Obot, I. D. (1989). Rural development 

programme of the DFRRI in Cross River: A 

pessimistic view. Journal of the Institute of Town 

Planners, 8(9). 

[25] Ogbazi, N. J. (1992). The role of agricultural 

education in rural development. In E. E. Umebali 

(Ed.), Rural  

development in Nigeria. 

[26] Ogunna, A. E. C. (2015). A handbook on local 

government in Nigeria. Versatile Publishers. 

[27] Ojo, M. O. (1994). Rural development and 

bureaucracy in Nigeria. Journal of Rural 

Development and Administration, 26(1), 1–15. 

[28] Ojo, C. O., Bila, Y., & Iheanacho, A. C. (2012). 

Agricultural resource access and the influence of 

socioeconomic characteristics among rural women 

in Borno State, Nigeria. AGRIS On-line Papers in 

Economics  

and Informatics, 4(2), 27–33. 

[29] Ojukwu, U. G. (2013). Understanding rural 

and community development in Nigeria: Theory and 

practice. Rex Charles & Patrick. 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 6, Issue 4, Jul. – Aug., 2026, pp: 187-199                         ISSN: 3048-6874  

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

DOI: 10.35629/6874-0604187199    | Impact Factor value 7.52 |   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal      Page 199 

[30] Ola, R. O. F., & Tonwe, D. A. (2005). Local 

administration and local government in Nigeria. 

Amfitop Books. 

[31] Olayide, S. O., Ogunfowora, O., Essang, S. M., 

& Idachaba, F. S. (1981). Elements of rural 

economics. Ibadan: Ibadan University Press.  

[32] Olisa, M. S. O., Obiukwu, J. I., & Nwachukwu, 

B. C. (1990). Rural development in Nigeria: 

Dynamics and Z strategies. Mekslink Publishers. 

[33] Okereke, O. O., & Ekpe, A. E. (2002). 

Development and underdevelopment: Politics of the 

North–South divide. John Jacobs Classic Publishers. 

[34] Okonkwo, P. C. (2012). Community and rural 

development strategies: Principles and practice. 

Impressium  

Publications.  

[35] Otu, J. E., & Anam, B. E. (2019). Internally 

generated revenue and local government 

performance in Nigeria: Implications for rural 

development. International Journal of Development 

Strategies in Humanities, Management and Social 

Sciences, 9(3). 

[36] Parsons, T. (1951). The social system. Free 

Press. 

[37] Rogers, E. M. (1999). Georg Simmel and 

intercultural communication. Communication 

Theory, 9(1). 

[38] Rodney, W. (1972). How Europe 

underdeveloped Africa. Panaf Publishing. 

[39] Todaro, M. P. (1979). Economics for 

developing nations. Longman. 

[40] Ugwu, S. C. (2009). Youth empowerment as 

sustainable economic and rural development: A 

paradigm for conflict resolution. Nigerian Journal 

of Public Administration and Local Government, 

14(1–2). 

[41] World Bank. (1973). Rural development: 

Sector policy paper. World Bank. 


