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Abstract

This study analyses the modernization of the Arabic
language through digital neologism development
and terminology creation among young Islamic
scholars in Zamfara State, Nigeria. Relying mostly
on secondary data from scholarly literature, digital
corpora and publically available internet content, the
study is reinforced by minimal primary data from
semi-structured interviews. It investigates the trends,
techniques, motives and challenges involved with
lexical innovation in digital domains. The findings
reveal that young scholars actively produce new
concepts through  morphological  derivation,
semantic expansion and hybridization with Hausa
and English. These neologisms are largely generated
in the realms of da ‘wa (Islamic outreach), online
religious instruction and social media navigation.
The study reveals that these scholars operate as
crucial grassroots agents of language modernization,
employing a pragmatic approach that blends respect
for classical Arabic with the demands of digital
communication. The study contributes to
understanding bottom-up language innovation in
non-Arab Muslim contexts and highlights the
significance of digital technology in sustaining
Arabic’s vitality among modern Muslim youth.

Keywords: Arabic modernization, neologism
formation, digital terminology, Islamic scholars,
Zamfara State

I. Introduction

Arabic language, famously known for its
vast literary and theological heritage, has
historically displayed great plasticity in response to
shifting socio-cultural and civilizational needs.
Arabic has expanded its lexical repertoire to meet
new intellectual, scientific and administrative needs
throughout history, from the Abbasid period to the

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.! In the
contemporary digital world, this process of
modernization has taken new dimensions and more
urgency. The rapid expansion of computer-mediated
communication, social media platforms, and mobile
technologies has created new needs for vocabulary
that may convey ideas about technology,
international affairs, governance, and daily digital
interactions.?Across the Arab and Muslim nations,
especially sub-Saharan Africa, young Islamic
scholars increasingly work at the dynamic interface
of classical religious education and digital
modernity. Trained in traditional madrasas and
tsangaya systems, these scholars actively employ
digital channels for da ‘wa, knowledge transmission
and public interaction. Their linguistic practices
often exhibit creative processes of neologism
formation and terminology creation, incorporating
elements from English and global digital lexicons,
as well as local languages like Hausa, while
referencing  classical ~ Arabic  morphological
patterns.’

Zamfara State in northeastern Nigeria
affords a particularly rich backdrop for exploring

IC. Holes, Modern Arabic: Structures, functions,
and varieties (Rev. ed.). Georgetown University
Press, 2004.

’R.Al-Jarf, Effect of social media on Arabic

language  attrition.  Proceedings  of  the
Globalization,  Language,  Literature, and
Humanities Conference. ERIC, 2019.

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED614077.pdf.
and A. M. H. Al-Awthan, Arabicization and
terminology with reference to social media terms
[Master’s thesis, Qatar University], 2019.

D. A. M. Jannah, The role of social media in
developing new meaning in Arabic. Abjadia,
2025. and A. A. Rabiu, The impact of social media
on Qur’anic studies in Northern Nigeria: An
assessment of its challenges and opportunities.

Malazsian Journal az Sinolog, 2024.
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these phenomena. The region has a deep-rooted
heritage of Islamic learning, bolstered by the re-
implementation of Shariah law in 1999, which has
perpetuated the prominence of Arabic in religious,
educational and socio-political arenas.* Amid a
youthful population and increased  digital
penetration through smartphones and social media,
young scholars in Zamfara engage with online
forums to address contemporary challenges while
keeping anchored in classical Islamic learning. In
this situation, individuals emerge not only as
consumers of language change but as active agents
who coin and circulate new terms to reconcile
religious literary traditions with the pragmatic
constraints of digital communication.’Even though
Arabic language modernization through formal
institutions like language academies has received a
lot of scholarly attention, grassroots lexical
innovations in non-Arab Muslim-majority contexts,
especially those motivated by digital practices in
sub-Saharan Africa remain relatively understudied.
Much of the extant work concentrates on the Arab
heartland or top-down planning attempts, offering
minimal empirical insight into bottom-up neologism
development among young Islamic academics in
northern Nigeria. Critical issues nevertheless
continue regarding the specific techniques,
motivations, and ramifications of such digital
terminology development. How do these researchers
negotiate the tension between linguistic purism and
pragmatic  adaptation? = What  morphological,
semantic, and hybrid techniques characterize their
neologisms? And in what domains do these
advances most notably emerge?

This study primarily addresses these issues
using secondary data from scholarly literature,
digital corpora, archival materials, and existing
documentation on Arabic usage in Nigeria,
supplemented by limited primary sources such as
targeted interviews and selective analysis of public

4P.Ostien, (Ed.). Sharia implementation in northern
Nigeria 1999-2006: A sourcebook (Vols. 1-5).
Spectrum Books, 2007.

SA. A. Masama, & S. G. Bangaje, Arabic literacy
and its socio-economic perception in Zamfara
State: A critical review of post-1999 educational
policies. ISRG Journal of Multidisciplinary
Studies, 2025. https://isrgpublishers.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/ISRGIMS2602025.pdf.
and B. Abdulwaheed, Exploring the uses of Arabic
language in Nigeria broadcast media. Fountain
University Journal of Arts and Humanities, 2025.
https://www.fountainjournals.com/index.php/fujah
/article/view/...
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social media content. Its goal is to investigate the
patterns and processes of neologism formation and
digital terminology creation among young Islamic
scholars in Zamfara State, to identify the primary
domains and motivations driving these innovations,
and to analyse the attendant challenges and broader
implications for Arabic language vitality in a
multilingual, digitally mediated Islamic context.

By revealing these dynamics, the study
contributes to sociolinguistic understandings of
language modernization, highlighting bottom-up,
youth-driven processes at the interface of religion,
technology and local cultural contexts. It engages
with classical theories of language planning while
delivering grounded insights applicable to Arabic
educators, digital content developers, and language
policymakers in Muslim societies. The study
focuses on young Islamic scholars (broadly those
under forty involved in advanced religious learning
and digital dissemination) in Zamfara State. While
substantial dependence on secondary sources gives
breadth and historical depth, the minor primary
component adds contextual specificity and
contemporary grounding.

Arabic Language Modernization: Historical
Perspectives

The modernization of the Arabic language
constitutes a lengthy and dynamic historical process
impacted by intellectual, religious and socio-
political upheavals. Its roots extend back to the
Abbasid era (750-1258 CE), when large-scale
translation activities from Greek, Persian, Syriac
and Indian sources considerably enhanced the
Arabic lexicon, particularly in philosophy,
medicine, mathematics and astronomy. This period
witnessed the methodical invention of new
terminology through derivation from existing roots
and the adaption of foreign notions, setting the
foundation for Arabic as a significant medium of
scientific and philosophical discourse.’A more
purposeful and orderly phase of modernization
evolved during the Nahda (Arab Renaissance) of the
late 19" and early 20" centuries. This cultural and
intellectual awakening, based mostly in Egypt,
Lebanon and Syria, responded to Ottoman collapse,
European colonialism and the desire for cultural
rebirth. Intellectuals such as Rifa‘a al-Tahtawi,
Butrus al-Bustani, and Muhammad ‘Abduh
championed linguistic reform, calling for the
simplification of classical styles, the restoration of
fluent Arabic and the coining of new terms to

°C. Holes, Modern Arabic: Structures, functions,
and varieties (Rev. ed.). ... 2004.
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represent modern concepts in science, politics and
education. The creation of language academies,
most notably in Cairo, had a major role in
standardizing and extending Arabic vocabulary.”

The Nahda was not solely a linguistic
initiative but rather a component of a wider
Enlightenment-driven movement that integrated
language reform with print culture, journalism, and
educational modernization. The advent of the
printing press enabled the swift spread of novel
vocabulary and styles, transitioning Arabic from
exclusive scholarly domains to wider public
participation. Translation initiatives from European
languages significantly expedited lexical innovation,
as researchers developed counterparts for notions
like “constitution,” “democracy,” and “citizenship”.?

In the post-colonial period, Arabic
modernization transitioned to formal institutional
frameworks. = National  language  academies
throughout the Arab world collaborated to establish
scientific and technical terminologies, frequently via
Arabisation initiatives aimed at substituting foreign
loanwords with native constructs. Nonetheless, these
top-down strategies often faced opposition
stemming from the conflict between language
purism and the practical need of swift
modernization.’

The advent of the internet age has created a
new chapter in Arabic language modernization,
defined by decentralized bottom-up innovation.
Social media platforms, instant messaging and
online content creation have accelerated the pace of
neologism formation well beyond the capability of
traditional universities. Users now actively produce
and distribute terminology for technological, social
and cultural realities in real time.'%In the context of
sub-Saharan Africa, notably northern Nigeria,
Arabic modernity had a peculiar trajectory strongly

’C. Holes, Modern Arabic: Structures, functions,
and varieties (Rev. ed.). ... 2004. and T. El-Ariss,
(Ed.). The Arab Renaissance: A bilingual
anthology of the Nahda. The Modern Language
Association of America, 2018.

8S. Sheehi, The Arab Imago: A social history of
portrait  photography, 1860—1910. Princeton
University Press, 2015.

°S. Abu-Absi, The modernization of Arabic:
Problems and prospects. International Journal of
the Sociology of Language, (61), 1986.

0H. J.Hamdan, &S. Al-Salman, The use of Arabic
neologisms in social media applications.

International Journal of Arabic-English Studies,
21(1), 2021. and R. Al-Jarf, Effect of social media
on Arabic language attrition,... 2019.

connected with Islamic learning. The entrance of
Islam along trans-Saharan trade routes from the 11
century onward established Arabic as the language
of religion, law and intellectual debate. This
function was considerably strengthened during the
19th-century Sokoto Caliphate under Sheikh Usman
dan Fodiyo and his successors, who created a vast
corpus of Arabic texts on theology, law, poetry and
government.!!

Ajami, an Arabic script modified for Hausa
and other languages was frequently used by local
scholars in areas like Zamfara, Kano and Sokoto to
create a thriving history of Arabic literary
production. This generated a unique bilingual
scholarly culture where classical Arabic coexisted
with local language realities. The re-introduction of
Shariah law in northern Nigerian states, including
Zamfara in 1999, significantly reinforced the public
and educational predominance of Arabic.!?

Contemporary Nigerian Arabic scholars
continue this heritage of adaptation. Researchers
such as Abdulwaheed, Boyi, and Yunusaemphasizes
how Arabic maintains relevance in religious
education while facing demands to address modern
domains through digital platforms. Young scholars
in tsangaya and madrasa systems increasingly
integrate  traditional  teaching with  online
communication, developing hybrid terminology that
reflect both Islamic authenticity and digital
pragmatism. '3

This historical overview indicates that
Arabic modernization has always included struggle
between preservation of classical purity and
adaptation to contemporary communicative needs.
While institutional academies dominated -earlier
periods, the modern digital era increasingly

1y, I. M. Jama’are, The rise and fall of Arabic
language in northern Nigeria. IWF Conference
Proceedings, 2022. and Hunwick, J. Arabic
literature of Africa, Vol. 2. Brill, 2006.

12p. Ostien, (Ed.). Sharia implementation in
northern Nigeria 1999-2006: A sourcebook,...
2007. and A. A. Masama, & S. G. Bangaje, Arabic
literacy and its socio-economic perception in
Zamfara State: A critical review of post-1999
educational policies, ... 2025.

3B. Abdulwaheed, Exploring the uses of Arabic
language in Nigeria broadcast media, ... 2025.; A.
M. Boyi, The evolution and history of the Arabic
language. Journal of African Resilience and
Advancement Research, 2024. and D. Z. Yunusa,
The role of Nigerian scholars in improving the
Arabic language in the future in Nigeria. Journal
of Arabic Language Studies and Teaching, 2023.
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empowers grassroots actors, particularly young
Islamic scholars in places like Zamfara State, as
active agents of lexical innovation.

Neologism Formation and Digital Terminology
Creation

Neologism creation constitutes a crucial
method by which languages adapt to new realities
and Arabic has demonstrated extraordinary
ingenuity in this area. In Arabic, new concepts are
often formed through established morphological
procedures anchored in the language’s classical
structure. These include ishtigag (derivation from
trilateral or quadrilateral roots), semantic extension
of existing terms, compounding, blending (naht) and
the adaption of loanwords through Arabization
(ta‘rib).1*

The digital age has drastically sped these
processes. Social media sites, in particular, serve as
fertile grounds for rapid lexicon innovation where
users coin and distribute new concepts at
unparalleled speed. Unlike the slow, bureaucratic
procedures of traditional language academies,
digital environments offer grassroots creativity
driven by the immediate communicative
requirements of millions of users. '3

Hamdan and Al-Salman in their landmark
study on Arabic neologisms in social media apps,
discovered 129 new phrases arising predominantly
from information and communication technology
(ICT) sectors. Their investigation identified several
integration tactics, including loan blends, syntactic
adaptations, morpho-syntactic adjustments,
phonemic changes, abbreviations and clipping. The
outcomes show how both pragmatic hybridization
and conservative adherence to root-and-pattern
morphology are contributing to the evolution of
digital Arabic.'®

Common tactics noticed in digital Arabic
include the generation of new verbs and nouns from
established roots to represent contemporary
situations. For instance, terminology relating to
“tweeting,” “posting,” or “scrolling” are often
developed by applying classic morphological
patterns to represent new actions. Semantic

YR. A. Elmgrab, The creation of terminology in
Arabic. American International Journal of
Contemporary Research, 6(2), (2016). and C.
Holes, Modern Arabic: Structures, functions, and
varieties (Rev. ed.). ... 2004.

SH. J. Hamdan & S. Al-Salman, The use of Arabic
neologisms in social media applications,... 2021.

16H. J. Hamdan & S. Al-Salman, The use of Arabic

expansion also plays a key role, wherein classical
terms gain new digital implications.!”Another
noteworthy element is the formation of hybrid forms
that merge Arabic with English or local languages.
In multilingual environments, code-switching and
the production of loan translations have grown
increasingly widespread. Young users commonly
transit between Modern Standard Arabic (MSA),
colloquial dialects and Latin-script “Arabizi” to
navigate digital spaces quickly.!'®

In the Nigerian context, digital neologism
creation among Islamic scholars reflects specific
local dynamics. Young academics in northern
Nigeria, notably Zamfara State, function within a
rich Hausa-Arabic multilingual milieu. They often
construct hybrid terminology that merge Hausa
concepts with Arabic morphological structures or
modify English technology phrases to meet Islamic
discourse and local reality."

Empirical data from northern Nigeria
reveal that the invention of digital terminology is
especially prevalent in areas such as da‘wa,
Qur’anic education, Islamic finance and social
commentary. Academics construct terminology for
ideas such as online religious education, viral
Islamic media or the distribution of digital fatwas,
often utilizing classical derivation while addressing
local pragmatic requirements.

Obstacles endure in conjunction with these
advancements. Linguistic traditionalists frequently
condemn digital neologisms for straying from
traditional norms, expressing apprehensions
regarding language purity and standardization.
Conversely, younger scholars defend these
innovations as crucial for sustaining Arabic’s
relevance in a fast-changing world. This tension

TR. Al-Jarf, Effect of social media on Arabic
language attrition, 2019. and 1. Fitrianto,
Morphosemantic changes in the Arabic language
in the social media era. International Journal of
Arabic Studies, 2024.

8B, Abdulwaheed, Exploring the uses of Arabic
language in Nigeria broadcast media, ... 2025.

YA. A. Masama, & S. G. Bangaje, Arabic literacy
and its socio-economic perception in Zamfara
State: A critical review of post-1999 educational
policies, ... 2025. and Y. I. M. Jama’are, The rise
and fall of Arabic language in northern Nigeria, ...
2022.

A, M. Boyi, The evolution and history of the
Arabic language, ... 2024. and Rabiu, A. A. The
impact of social media on Qur’anic studies in
Northern Nigeria: An assessment of its challenges

neologisms in social media aERIications, ... 2021. and oegortunities, ... 2024,
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between preservation and adaptation echoes
historical trends observed during past eras of Arabic
modernization.

The processes of neologism generation in
digital domains thus indicate a continuation and
alteration of long-standing Arabic linguistic
traditions. While institutional academies continue
their top-down efforts, bottom-up innovations by
young users, notably Islamic clerics in regions like
Zamfara, are playing an increasingly critical role in
creating the future lexicon of the language.

Arabic in Nigeria and Zamfara Islamic
Scholarship

Arabic arrived in the territory that is now
Nigeria through trans-Saharan trade routes as early
as the 11th century, originally taking root in Kanem-
Borno and then extending into Hausa land. It swiftly
established itself not just as the language of Islamic
worship and scholarship but also as a medium of
government, diplomacy and intellectual
communication. Early Muslim academics and
traders introduced Qur’anic knowledge, which
created the groundwork for a strong Islamic literary
legacy in the region.'The 19%century Sokoto
Caliphate, created by Sheikh Usman dan Fodiyo and
his followers, constituted a golden age for Arabic
scholarship in northern Nigeria. The jihad founders
and their successors generated an enormous corpus
of literature in Arabic embracing theology,
jurisprudence  (figh), poetry, history  and
administration. Scholars like as Abdullahi dan
Fodiyo and Muhammad Bello published hundreds
of books that reaffirmed Arabic as the premier
language of high scholarship while also employing
Ajami (Arabic script modified for Hausa) to reach
wider audiences.??

In Zamfara and neighbouring areas, Islamic
scholarship flourished through the fsangaya
(traditional Qur’anic boarding schools) system. For
ages, these schools have provided rigorous training
in Arabic language, morphology, rhetoric and
classical texts. The tsangaya system in Gusau and
other regions of Zamfara has played a crucial role in

2IM. B.Taiwo, Arabic education in Nigeria: A
historical overview. Kwara State College of
Education, n.d. and J. Hunwick, Arabic literature
of Africa, ... 2006.

22Y. 1. M. Jama’are, The rise and fall of Arabic
language in northern Nigeria, ... 2022. and T. A.
Bashar, An assessment of the legacies of Sokoto
Caliphate in contemporary Nigeria. Global
Academic Journal of Linguistics and Literature,

distributing Arabic literacy among both rural and
urban people.?

The re-implementation of Shariah law in
Zamfara State in 1999 considerably boosted the
public prominence of Arabic. As the first northern
state to adopt Shariah, Zamfara institutionalized the
language’s role in legal, educational and
governmental domains. This development enhanced
the demand for Arabic-proficient scholars and
reinforced the link between religious studies and
socio-political  activity.>*Contemporary ~ young
Islamic academics in Zamfara function at the
junction of this rich historical legacy and present
reality. Trained in tsangaya and Islamiyya schools,
many today combine classical Arabic proficiency
with modern technologies such as cellphones,
WhatsApp groups, Facebook, and TikTok to engage
in da‘wa, offer online tafsir (Qur’anic exegesis), and
address contemporary social issues. This merger
gives new potential for lexical innovation.?

Local experts have proven the continuous
viability of Arabic in northern Nigeria despite
competition from English and Hausa. Studies show
how Arabic maintains symbolic value as the
language of religious authenticity and intellectual
reputation, even as younger researchers adapt it to
digital communication demands. In Zamfara,
tsangaya graduates increasingly pursue higher
studies in Arabic and Islamic sciences at universities
while retaining active online presence.?® However,
rapid urbanization, economic pressures, and the
dominance of Western-style education have affected
traditional Arabic study. Many new researchers

23 S. M. Sokoto, A. A. Masama, B. Muhammad, &
M.Marafa, Impact of Tsangaya education system
on the development of Arabic language in
Zamfara State: A study of some selected Tsangaya
schools in Gusau town. [nfernational Journal of
Research and Innovation in Social Science, 6(3),
(2022).
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital-
Library/volume-6-issue-3/218-223.pdf

2A. A. Masama, & S. G. Bangaje, Arabic literacy
and its socio-economic perception in Zamfara
State: A critical review of post-1999 educational
policies, ... 2025. and P. Ostien, (Ed.). Sharia
implementation in northern Nigeria 1999-2006: A
sourcebook, ... 2007.

2B. Abdulwaheed, Exploring the uses of Arabic
language in Nigeria broadcast media, ... 2025. and
A. M. Boyi, The evolution and history of the
Arabic language, ... 2024.

26y, I. M. Jama’are, The rise and fall of Arabic

2025. language in northern Nigeria, ... 2022,
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handle issues between linguistic purism associated
with traditional Arabic and the pragmatic
requirement to establish accessible language for
digital audiences. Hybrid forms merging Arabic
roots with Hausa and English parts are becoming
more widespread in internet discourse.?’

Despite these challenges, the tsangaya
institution and the legacy of Sokoto scholarship
continue to generate generations of academics who
actively contribute to Arabic’s progress. Young
Islamic scholars in Zamfara thus constitute a living
bridge between centuries-old traditions of Islamic
learning and the demands of 21%-century digital
communication.This  historical and contextual
background underscores the unique situation of
Zamfara’s young scholars as possible agents of
bottom-up Arabic modernization in a multilingual
African Muslim society.

Theoretical Framework

The theories of language modernization
and language planning serve as the main foundation
for this study. Charles Ferguson’s perspective on
language modernization is crucial, as it highlights
lexical and stylistic expansion as a key requirement
for languages to satisfy new communicative
demands in science, technology, administration and
social life. Ferguson’s paradigm is extremely
relevant here since young Islamic scholars in
Zamfara are actively involved in increasing Arabic’s
functional capacity to accept digital-age concepts
through neologism generation and terminology
invention.?8The study also builds on Einar Haugen’s
model of language planning, which defines four
stages: selection, codification, elaboration and
adoption. While official Arabic language schools
focus mostly on selection and codification, this
research analyses the elaboration step as it emerges
naturally from the bottom up. Young scholars in
Zamfara engage in elaboration by inventing and
sharing new terminology through internet platforms,
so contributing to the modernization of Arabic
outside formal institutional frameworks.
Additionally, insights from computer-mediated

YA. A. Rabiu, The impact of social media on
Qur’anic studies in Northern Nigeria: An
assessment of its challenges and opportunities, ...
2024,

BC. AFerguson, Language development and
national development. In J. Rubin & B. H. Jernudd
(Eds.), Can language be planned? Sociolinguistic
theory and practice for developing nations (pp.

communication (CMC) and lexical innovation
theories are incorporated to explain how digital
environments  expedite neologism  generation
through derivation, semantic extension,
hybridization and code-mixing. This hybrid
theoretical approach provides for a sophisticated
comprehension of the contradiction between
linguistic purism based in Islamic academia and the
pragmatic adaptation required in the digital world.?

Gaps in the Existing Literature

While a considerable body of literature
exists on Arabic language modernization, most
studies have focused on formal initiatives by
language academies in the Arab world or on
neologism generation through social media among
native Arabic speakers in the Middle East and North
Africa. Similarly, research on Arabic in Nigeria has
mostly concentrated on its historical importance in
Islamic academia, the fsangaya system, Shariah
application and general bilingualism with Hausa and
English. However, there remains a substantial
vacuum in knowing how young Islamic scholars in
northern Nigeria, particularly in areas like Zamfara
State, are actively contributing to the modernization
of Arabic through internet platforms. Very few
studies have explored the precise patterns, methods
and processes of neologism development and digital
terminology invention coming from grassroots
levels inside these communities. This study aims to
fill this gap by investigating bottom-up lexical
innovations among young Islamic scholars in
Zamfara State, primarily through secondary data
supported by limited primary sources and thus
contributing new insights into Arabic language
development in a non-Arab, multilingual and
digitally influenced Muslim context.

II.  Research Methodology

This study utilized a qualitative exploratory
strategy, relying mostly on secondary data while
including a little number of primary data for support
and real-world context. Secondary data comprised
the backbone of the study and were sourced from
academic publications, journal articles, theses,
conference papers and reports on Arabic language
modernization, digital neologisms and Islamic
scholarship in northern Nigeria. Publicly available
digital materials, including online sermons, social
media posts from platforms such as WhatsApp,
Facebook, TikTok, and X, as well as educational

E.Haugen, Language conflict and language
planning: The case of modern Norwegian.

27-36 ). Universitz of Hawaii Press., 1968. Harvard Universitz Press, 1966.
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content produced by young scholars in Zamfara
State, were also studied. To complement the
secondary sources, limited primary data were
acquired through eight semi-structured interviews
with purposively selected young Islamic scholars in
Zamfara State and through selective observation of
relevant public digital discourses. The data were
evaluated using thematic analysis and lexical
categorization to uncover trends, tactics and
examples of neologism generation. Ethical standards
were followed by crediting all sources properly,
maintaining anonymity of participants and using
only publically accessible digital content.

III. Findings

This study's findings reveal that young
Islamic scholars in Zamfara State are actively
contributing to the modernization of Arabic by
developing digital neologisms and terminology.
Analysis of secondary data and limited interviews
indicates obvious patterns, domains and motivations
behind these linguistic developments. Young
scholars frequently invent new terminology to
bridge classical Arabic with contemporary digital
realities. The most common processes seen include
morphological derivation from classical roots,
semantic extension, and hybridization with Hausa
and English. These new terminology arise largely in
the realms of da‘wa (Islamic outreach), online
religious education, social media navigation, and
moral counsel.

The table below presents selected examples of neologisms identified in the study:

S/N Neologism Transliteration English Meaning Formation Domain
(Arabic) Strategy
1 il &) al-bath al-mubashir | Live streaming Derivation + Da‘wa &
Compounding Education
2 (Fpa i tafsir sawti Audio tafsir Semantic extension | Qur’anic
Education
3 Saal gl Jilas wasa’il al-tawasul | Social media Classical General Digital
el al-ijtima‘1 compounding
4 A il s 58 fatwa iliktriiniyya E-fatwa / Online Borrowing + Islamic Guidance
fatwa Arabization
5 02 sf (52 dars online Online lesson Hybrid (Arabic + Islamic
English) Education
6 ) (5 sina muhtawa islami Viral Islamic Hybrid + Semantic | Da‘wa
a5 firdis1 content extension

These examples show how scholars can adapt
Arabic to modern communication needs while
retaining a link to traditional forms. Interviews
showed that the key motivation is to make Islamic
knowledge more accessible to the younger
generation who predominantly engage through
smart-phones and social media.

Despite these improvements, issues such as lack of
standards, irregular spelling and hostility from some
conventional scholars were also highlighted.
Nevertheless, most participants considered digital
neologism production as a beneficial development
that improves rather than decreases the significance
of Arabic in contemporary Nigeria.

IV.  Discussion
The outcomes of this study demonstrate
that young Islamic scholars in Zamfara State are
actively working as agents of Arabic language
modernization through bottom-up digital

innovations. Rather than waiting for orders from
formal language academies, these scholars are
naturally increasing the lexical capacity of Arabic to
meet the communicative demands of the digital age.
This approach significantly fits with Ferguson’s idea
of language modernization, notably the dimension
of vocabulary expansion and Haugen’selaboration
stage of language planning. What is particularly
notable is that this elaboration is occurring beyond
formal institutional structures, driven instead by
practical needs in da ‘wa, online education and
social interaction. The tendency for morphological
derivation and hybrid construction procedures
reported in Zamfara represents a pragmatic balance
between linguistic purity and functional adaptation.
While classical Arabic origins remain the
foundation, young scholars do not hesitate to
include features from Hausa and English when
necessary. This matches broader developments in
digital Arabic across the Muslim world but is
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specifically impacted by Nigeria’s bilingual context.
Such hybridity undermines the traditional purist
worldview commonly associated with Islamic study
and offers a more flexible, context-responsive
approach to language preservation, one that favours
relevance and accessibility above absolute purity.3

These findings contribute to the rising
conversation on grassroots language planning in
non-Arab Muslim countries. Unlike the top-down
modernization efforts traditionally dominant in the
Arab region, the Zamfara story highlights how
digital technologies allow local actors, especially
youth, to affect language development. This bottom-
up methodology may offer useful lessons for other
Muslim communities in sub-Saharan Africa
experiencing comparable realities of rapid digital
revolution and multilingualism.

The study also shows the key role of
motivation in lexical innovation. The tremendous
desire to reach younger audiences and make Islamic
teachings relevant in the digital world appears to be
the key driver of neologism development. This
pragmatic incentive helps explain why many new
scholars are ready to tolerate some divergence from
classical standards. However, the observed obstacles
of standardization and pushback from established
scholars indicate to ongoing tensions that will
certainly influence the eventual acceptability and
institutionalization of this new terminology.

All things considered, the digital linguistic
practices of youthful Islamic scholars in Zamfara
State mark a noteworthy advancement in the
development of Arabic in Nigeria. They indicate
that Arabic remains a live and dynamic language
capable of adjusting to new situations while keeping
its religious and cultural authority. This study
advances sociolinguistics and Arabic studies by
giving  empirical evidence of  grassroots
modernization in an understudied African context.

V.  Conclusion
This study looked at how young Islamic
scholars in Zamfara State were modernizing their
Arabic language through the introduction of digital
neologisms and terminology. The findings imply
that these young scholars are actively functioning as
agents of language change by inventing and

3C. A.Ferguson, Language development and
national development. In J. Rubin & B. H. Jernudd
(Eds.), Can language be planned? Sociolinguistic
theory and practice for developing nations, ...
1968. and E.Haugen, Language conflict and
language planning: The case of modern

deploying new Arabic terms to fulfill the needs of
digital communication. Through morphological
derivation, semantic extension and hybridization,
they have developed valuable terminology
particularly in the fields of da ‘wa, online Islamic
education and social media involvement. These
improvements reveal a realistic compromise
between keeping the classical underpinnings of
Arabic and adapting it to present circumstances in a
multilingual, technologically connected society. It
also  indicates that grassroots, bottom-up
modernization is playing a critical role in keeping
Arabic relevant among young Muslims in northern
Nigeria. Rather than depending entirely on formal
language academies, young academics in Zamfara
are spontancously extending the language’s lexicon
through daily digital practices. This approach
supports Ferguson’s (1968) theory of language
modernization and Haugen’s (1966) elaboration
stage, while underlining the distinctive influence of
local multilingual circumstances and Islamic
intellectual traditions.

VI. Recommendations

There is a need to recognize the language
contributions made by young Islamic academics.
Stakeholders in Zamfara State and beyond,
including Islamic organisations, Arabic language
experts and educational institutions, should start
documenting these new terminologies and
progressively work toward standardizing. This can
be achieved through collaborative workshops and
the establishment of digital glossaries that reflect
actual usage among young scholars.

Islamic schools and tsangaya centres can

also explore adding basic digital Arabic skills into
their curricula. Equipping young scholars with the
ability to express Islamic knowledge successfully
online would help them bridge traditional learning
with current communication needs. Furthermore,
government institutions responsible for education
and information should support projects that
promote good practices in digital da ‘wa, such as
ensuring consistency in spelling and terminology
across popular platforms.
Future scholars could expand on this study by
undertaking larger empirical investigations, possibly
with larger samples and over longer time periods, to
better understand how this new terminology are
accepted in the greater community.
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