
 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 6, Issue 4, Jul. – Aug., 2026, pp: 605-611                         ISSN: 3048-6874  

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.22009597     | Impact Factor value 7.52 |   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal        Page 605 

A study on the influence of Shanxi merchant culture on the 

curriculum setting of Chinese universities 
 

Fan Yifan1, Sitthisak Champadaeng1* 
1Faculty of Fine Applied Arts and Cultural Science, Mahasarakham University, Thailand. 

Corresponding Author: Sitthisak Champadaeng 

*Corresponding Author 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 

Date of Submission: 06-08-2026                                                                           Date of Acceptance: 19-08-2026 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

ABSTRACT: The objectives of this study were to: 

1) study the inheritance and development of Shanxi 

merchant culture from the perspective of university 

courses, and 2) analysis and summary of the 

influence of Shanxi merchant culture on the 

curriculum of local universities in Shanxi. This 

study mainly uses documentary and historical 

research methods. Collect and organize relevant 

domestic and foreign secondary and tertiary 

literature materials on "Jin-merchant culture" and 

"Shanxi Provincial Local University Courses" on the 

CNKI Shanxi Local University Campus Network. In 

this compilation, we use catalog cards, catalog 

indexes, abstract writing and other methods to 

collect domestic and foreign literature on this 

aspect. Through the Shanxi Provincial Library and 

Taiyuan Municipal Library, we obtained primary 

literature on Jin-merchant culture. We sorted out the 

situation of Jin-merchant culture in the Ming and 

Qing Dynasties, understood and summarized the 

course profile of Shanxi Provincial Local 

University, collected and organized relevant 

practical materials, and provided practical materials 

for this study on the basis of comprehensive 

comparison and analysis. The research findings are 

as follows: (1) Enrich course content. Incorporate 

Shanxi merchants’ honest business cases and 

business ethics into economic management and 

other courses to make theories more vivid and help 

students establish correct business values. (2) 

Innovate course models. Entrepreneurship and 

practice courses draw on Shanxi merchants’ 

operation models, simulate entrepreneurial 

processes, organize field trips, and improve 

students’ practical and teamwork capabilities. (3) 

Improve the effectiveness of education. The 

humanistic spirit of Shanxi merchants inspires 

students to make progress, prompting universities to 

pay attention to the cultivation of students’ 

comprehensive qualities and train comprehensive 

talents with all-round development. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The commercial history of China is replete 

with remarkable episodes, and the story of the 

Shanxi merchants, or Jin-merchants, stands out as a 

significant chapter. Originating from the Shanxi 

region, these merchants thrived during the Ming and 

Qing dynasties, amassing substantial wealth and 

influence through their extensive trade networks and 

business acumen. Their success was not merely a 

result of economic strategies but was deeply rooted 

in a unique culture that emphasized integrity, 

strategic thinking, and a strong sense of community. 

This culture, known as Shanxi merchant culture, has 

left an indelible mark on the economic and social 

fabric of China. 

In the contemporary era, as China 

continues to evolve economically and culturally, the 

legacy of the Shanxi merchants remains relevant. 

One of the most intriguing aspects of this legacy is 

its potential impact on modern education, 

particularly in the context of university curricula. 

Universities, as centers of knowledge and 

innovation, play a crucial role in shaping the future 

workforce and leaders of society. The integration of 

historical and cultural elements, such as the Shanxi 

merchant culture, into university courses can 

provide students with a rich and multifaceted 

educational experience. It can help them understand 

the historical roots of business practices, ethical 

considerations in commerce, and the importance of 

cultural heritage in shaping modern economic 

thought. 

The influence of Shanxi merchant culture 

on the curriculum setting of Chinese universities is a 

topic that has garnered increasing attention in recent 

years. This study aims to explore this influence in 

depth, focusing on two primary objectives. First, it 

seeks to examine the inheritance and development 

of Shanxi merchant culture through the lens of 

university courses. By doing so, it aims to 
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understand how this ancient culture is being 

preserved and adapted in the modern educational 

context. Second, the study aims to analyze and 

summarize the specific impact of Shanxi merchant 

culture on the curriculum of local universities in 

Shanxi province. This involves a detailed 

examination of how elements of this culture are 

being incorporated into various courses and 

programs, and the resulting benefits for students and 

educational institutions. 

To achieve these objectives, this study 

employs a combination of documentary and 

historical research methods. It involves the 

collection and organization of relevant domestic and 

foreign secondary and tertiary literature materials on 

"Jin-merchant culture" and "Shanxi Provincial Local 

University Courses." These materials are sourced 

from databases such as CNKI and the Shanxi Local 

University Campus Network. The study also utilizes 

catalog cards, catalog indexes, and abstract writing 

techniques to gather comprehensive literature on the 

subject. Additionally, primary literature on Jin-

merchant culture is obtained from the Shanxi 

Provincial Library and Taiyuan Municipal Library. 

This extensive research process ensures a thorough 

understanding of the historical context of Shanxi 

merchant culture and its current manifestations in 

university curricula. 

The findings of this study reveal several 

key ways in which Shanxi merchant culture has 

influenced university courses. Firstly, it has 

enriched the course content by incorporating the 

honest business cases and ethical principles of 

Shanxi merchants into economic management and 

other related courses. This integration makes 

theoretical concepts more vivid and relatable for 

students, helping them establish correct business 

values. Secondly, the study shows that Shanxi 

merchant culture has inspired innovation in course 

models. Entrepreneurship and practice courses, for 

example, draw on the operational models of Shanxi 

merchants, simulating entrepreneurial processes and 

organizing field trips. These activities enhance 

students' practical and teamwork capabilities, 

preparing them for real-world business challenges. 

Lastly, the humanistic spirit of Shanxi merchants 

has improved the effectiveness of education. It 

inspires students to strive for progress and 

encourages universities to focus on the 

comprehensive development of students' qualities. 

This holistic approach aims to cultivate well-

rounded talents equipped with both professional 

skills and a deep understanding of cultural heritage. 

All in all, the introduction of Shanxi 

merchant culture into university curricula represents 

a valuable opportunity to bridge the gap between 

historical wisdom and modern education. By 

examining the inheritance and development of this 

culture and its impact on local university courses, 

this study highlights the potential for cultural 

heritage to enrich contemporary educational 

practices. The findings suggest that integrating 

elements of Shanxi merchant culture into university 

courses can enhance the learning experience, foster 

ethical business practices, and promote the holistic 

development of students. This research not only 

contributes to the field of educational studies but 

also underscores the enduring relevance of cultural 

heritage in shaping the future of society. 

 

 

II. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

1. To study the inheritance and 

development of Shanxi merchant culture from the 

perspective of university courses.  

2. To analyze the influence of Shanxi 

merchant culture on the curriculum of local 

universities in Shanxi.  

3. To summarize the practical applications 

and outcomes of incorporating Shanxi merchant 

culture into university courses. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHOD 
A study on the influence of Shanxi 

merchant culture on the curriculum setting of 

Chinese universities.  This study was designed as 

follows:  

Step 1: Collection and Organization of 

Secondary and Tertiary Literature Materials. 

The initial phase of this study involved the 

systematic collection and organization of secondary 

and tertiary literature materials related to "Jin-

merchant culture" and "Shanxi Provincial Local 

University Courses." This was primarily conducted 

through the China National Knowledge 

Infrastructure (CNKI) and the Shanxi Local 

University Campus Network. These platforms 

provided access to a wide range of academic 

articles, theses, and reports that have previously 

explored the historical and cultural aspects of 

Shanxi merchant culture, as well as the curriculum 

development in local universities within Shanxi 

province.   

To ensure a comprehensive collection, 

various research tools such as catalog cards and 

catalog indexes were employed. Additionally, the 
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process of abstract writing was utilized to quickly 

identify and summarize the key points of each 

document. This step was crucial in building a 

foundational understanding of the existing body of 

knowledge on the topic. By examining the literature, 

the study was able to identify common themes, gaps 

in research, and potential areas for further 

exploration. This phase also involved a thorough 

review of both domestic and international sources to 

provide a broader perspective on the influence of 

merchant cultures on educational curricula. The 

collected literature was then organized into 

categories based on their relevance to the specific 

objectives of this study, such as historical context, 

cultural impact, and educational applications. 

Step 2: Acquisition and Analysis of 

Primary Literature on Jin-merchant Culture. 

The second step focused on obtaining 

primary literature related to Jin-merchant culture. 

This was achieved through visits to the Shanxi 

Provincial Library and the Taiyuan Municipal 

Library, both of which house valuable historical 

documents and manuscripts that provide direct 

insights into the practices, values, and influence of 

Shanxi merchants during the Ming and Qing 

Dynasties.   

Primary sources, such as original business 

records, personal diaries, and historical accounts, 

offer a more authentic and detailed understanding of 

the merchant culture compared to secondary 

sources. These documents were carefully examined 

to extract information on the business ethics, 

operational models, and social impact of the Shanxi 

merchants. The analysis of primary literature 

involved a close reading of the texts, identification 

of key themes and concepts, and cross-referencing 

with secondary sources to validate findings. This 

step was essential in providing a historical context 

for the study and ensuring that the research was 

grounded in factual evidence. The primary literature 

also helped in understanding the evolution of Shanxi 

merchant culture over time and its relevance to 

contemporary educational practices. 

Step 3: Compilation and Comparison of 

Practical Materials and Course Profiles. 

The final step of the research method 

involved the compilation and comparison of 

practical materials and course profiles from local 

universities in Shanxi province. This phase was 

designed to assess the current state of curriculum 

integration of Shanxi merchant culture in university 

courses.   

To achieve this, the study collected and 

organized course syllabi, teaching materials, and 

student feedback from various departments within 

the universities. The course profiles were analyzed 

to identify how and to what extent Shanxi merchant 

culture has been incorporated into different subjects, 

particularly those related to economics, 

management, and entrepreneurship. The practical 

materials, such as case studies, simulation exercises, 

and field trip reports, were examined to understand 

the innovative approaches being used to teach 

students about the cultural and ethical aspects of 

business.   

This step also involved a comparative 

analysis of different universities to identify best 

practices and areas for improvement. The findings 

from this phase directly contributed to the 

identification of the impact of Shanxi merchant 

culture on curriculum development. By comparing 

the course content and teaching methods across 

universities, the study was able to highlight the 

potential benefits and challenges of integrating 

cultural heritage into modern education. This 

comprehensive analysis provided valuable insights 

into how Shanxi merchant culture can be further 

leveraged to enrich the educational experience of 

students and enhance the effectiveness of university 

curricula.

 

IV. RESULTS 

4.1 Enrichment of Course Content through 

Shanxi Merchant Culture 

The integration of Shanxi merchant culture 

into university curricula has significantly enriched 

the content of various courses, particularly in the 

fields of economics, management, and business 

ethics. By incorporating historical case studies of 

Shanxi merchants' business practices and ethical 

principles, university courses have become more 

vivid and relatable for students. This approach not 

only provides a deeper understanding of theoretical 

concepts but also helps students establish correct 

business values. 

Historical Case Studies and Ethical 

Principles. 

The research findings indicate that the use 

of historical case studies from the Shanxi merchant 

era has been particularly effective in illustrating key 

concepts in business ethics. For example, the well-

documented practices of Shanxi merchants, such as 

their emphasis on honesty, trustworthiness, and 

long-term relationships, serve as powerful examples 

for students. These case studies highlight how 

ethical business practices can lead to long-term 

success and sustainability, a principle that is often 

abstract in traditional textbooks. By examining the 
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historical context of these practices, students gain a 

more nuanced understanding of the importance of 

ethical behavior in business. 

Moreover, the incorporation of Shanxi 

merchants' ethical principles into course content has 

helped bridge the gap between theory and practice. 

Students are able to see how these principles were 

applied in real-world scenarios and how they 

contributed to the merchants' success. This practical 

application of ethical principles is crucial in 

preparing students for the complexities of the 

business world, where ethical dilemmas are 

common. The findings suggest that this approach 

has been particularly effective in courses such as 

Business Ethics, where students are often required 

to analyze and discuss ethical issues in 

contemporary business settings. 

Application in Economics and 

Management Courses. 

The research also highlights the successful 

integration of Shanxi merchant culture into 

economics and management courses. By drawing on 

the historical experiences of Shanxi merchants, 

these courses are able to provide students with a 

more comprehensive understanding of business 

strategies and management practices. For instance, 

the merchants' innovative approaches to credit 

systems, risk management, and organizational 

structures are used as case studies to illustrate key 

concepts in management theory. 

In economics courses, the study of Shanxi 

merchants' trade networks and financial innovations 

provides valuable insights into the development of 

market economies. The merchants' ability to 

establish and maintain extensive trade routes across 

China and beyond serves as an excellent example of 

market expansion and economic integration. This 

historical context helps students understand the 

principles of supply and demand, market 

competition, and economic growth in a more 

tangible way. 

 

The incorporation of Shanxi merchant 

culture into these courses has led to the development 

of new teaching materials and resources. These 

include textbooks, case studies, and multimedia 

presentations that focus on the historical and cultural 

aspects of business practices. The findings suggest 

that these resources have been well-received by both 

students and faculty, as they provide a fresh and 

engaging perspective on traditional economic and 

management theories. 

Impact on Student Learning and 

Engagement. 

The enrichment of course content through 

Shanxi merchant culture has had a positive impact 

on student learning and engagement. The findings 

indicate that students are more motivated and 

engaged when they are able to connect theoretical 

concepts with real-world examples from history. 

The use of historical case studies and ethical 

principles has made the learning experience more 

interactive and meaningful for students. 

The integration of cultural elements into 

the curriculum has helped students develop a 

broader perspective on business practices. By 

understanding the cultural and historical roots of 

modern business principles, students are better 

equipped to navigate the complexities of the global 

business environment. The research suggests that 

this approach has led to improved student 

performance in courses related to business ethics, 

economics, and management. 

The enrichment of course content through 

Shanxi merchant culture has proven to be a valuable 

addition to university curricula. It provides students 

with a deeper understanding of business principles, 

ethical practices, and historical context. This 

approach not only enhances the learning experience 

but also prepares students for the challenges of the 

modern business world. 

 

4.2 Innovation in Course Models and 

Educational Effectiveness 

The influence of Shanxi merchant culture 

on university curricula has also led to significant 

innovations in course models and improvements in 

educational effectiveness. By drawing on the 

operational models and entrepreneurial spirit of 

Shanxi merchants, universities have been able to 

develop new and engaging course formats that 

enhance students' practical and teamwork 

capabilities. 

Entrepreneurship and Practice Courses. 

One of the key findings of this study is the 

successful implementation of entrepreneurship and 

practice courses that draw inspiration from Shanxi 

merchants' business models. These courses simulate 

entrepreneurial processes, allowing students to 

experience the challenges and rewards of starting 

and managing a business. By incorporating elements 

such as business planning, market research, and 

financial management, these courses provide 

students with hands-on experience in 

entrepreneurship. 

The research indicates that these 

entrepreneurship courses have been particularly 

effective in developing students' practical skills and 

teamwork capabilities. Through group projects and 

simulations, students are able to work together to 
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develop business ideas and strategies. This 

collaborative approach not only enhances their 

teamwork skills but also fosters a sense of 

innovation and creativity. The findings suggest that 

students who participate in these courses are better 

prepared to face the challenges of the business 

world and are more likely to pursue entrepreneurial 

ventures after graduation. 

Moreover, the study highlights the 

importance of field trips and site visits as part of 

entrepreneurship courses. By visiting historical sites 

and modern businesses, students are able to gain a 

deeper understanding of the entrepreneurial spirit 

and business practices of Shanxi merchants. These 

field trips provide a unique opportunity for students 

to see firsthand how historical business models have 

influenced modern-day enterprises. The findings 

indicate that these experiential learning 

opportunities have a significant impact on student 

engagement and learning outcomes. 

Innovative Course Formats and Teaching 

Methods. 

The influence of Shanxi merchant culture 

has also led to the development of innovative course 

formats and teaching methods. For example, some 

universities have introduced interdisciplinary 

courses that combine elements of history, culture, 

and business. These courses provide students with a 

holistic understanding of the subject matter and 

encourage them to think critically and creatively. 

The research findings suggest that these 

innovative course formats have been well-received 

by students and faculty alike. By breaking away 

from traditional lecture-based teaching methods, 

these courses provide a more interactive and 

engaging learning experience. The use of case 

studies, simulations, and group projects has proven 

to be particularly effective in enhancing student 

participation and understanding. 

The study highlights the importance of 

integrating technology into the teaching process. 

Many universities have developed online platforms 

and digital resources to support these innovative 

courses. These resources provide students with 

access to a wide range of materials, including 

historical documents, multimedia presentations, and 

interactive simulations. The findings indicate that 

the use of technology has significantly enhanced the 

effectiveness of these courses, making them more 

accessible and engaging for students. 

All in all, the influence of Shanxi merchant 

culture on university curricula has led to significant 

innovations in course models and improvements in 

educational effectiveness. By drawing on the 

entrepreneurial spirit and ethical principles of 

Shanxi merchants, universities have been able to 

develop engaging and effective courses that prepare 

students for the challenges of the modern business 

world. This approach not only enhances the learning 

experience but also contributes to the development 

of well-rounded individuals who are equipped to 

succeed in a globalized economy. 

 

 

V. DISCUSSION 
The findings of this study reveal several 

significant insights into the influence of Shanxi 

merchant culture on the curriculum setting of 

Chinese universities, particularly within the local 

context of Shanxi province.  

Firstly, the incorporation of historical 

business cases and ethical principles from Shanxi 

merchants into economic and management courses 

has been shown to enrich the educational content. 

This approach not only makes theoretical concepts 

more vivid and relatable but also helps students 

establish a foundation for correct business values. 

By integrating these cultural elements, universities 

are able to bridge the gap between historical 

wisdom and contemporary business education, 

fostering a deeper understanding of ethical 

practices in commerce. 

Secondly, the innovation in course 

models, inspired by the operational strategies of 

Shanxi merchants, has led to the development of 

more dynamic and practical educational 

experiences. Entrepreneurship and practice courses 

that simulate entrepreneurial processes and 

organize field trips have proven effective in 

enhancing students' practical and teamwork 

capabilities. This hands-on approach allows 

students to apply theoretical knowledge in real-

world contexts, preparing them for the challenges 

of modern business environments. The integration 

of historical business models into contemporary 

educational practices demonstrates the enduring 

relevance of Shanxi merchant culture and its 

potential to shape future business leaders. 

Another important aspect highlighted by 

this study is the improvement in the overall 

effectiveness of education through the inspiration 

provided by the humanistic spirit of Shanxi 

merchants. This cultural influence has prompted 

universities to pay greater attention to the 

comprehensive development of students, 

emphasizing the cultivation of qualities such as 

perseverance, integrity, and social responsibility. 

The findings suggest that the integration of cultural 
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heritage into the curriculum can have a profound 

impact on students' personal and professional 

growth, fostering a holistic approach to education 

that goes beyond mere academic achievement. 

However, the study also identifies certain 

challenges and areas for further exploration. While 

the incorporation of Shanxi merchant culture into 

university courses has yielded positive results, 

there is a need for more systematic and 

comprehensive integration across various 

disciplines. The current implementation appears to 

be somewhat fragmented, with some universities 

and departments showing greater engagement than 

others. This inconsistency may limit the full 

potential of cultural integration in enhancing 

educational outcomes. Future research should focus 

on developing standardized frameworks for 

incorporating cultural elements into university 

curricula, ensuring a more cohesive and widespread 

application. 

Additionally, the study highlights the 

importance of continuous evaluation and adaptation 

of educational practices. As the business 

environment evolves, so too must the curriculum. 

The historical context of Shanxi merchant culture 

provides a solid foundation, but it must be 

complemented by contemporary insights and global 

perspectives. Universities should strive to balance 

the preservation of cultural heritage with the need 

for innovation and relevance in a rapidly changing 

world. This requires ongoing collaboration between 

educators, historians, and industry experts to ensure 

that the curriculum remains dynamic and 

responsive to the needs of students and society. 

In light of these findings, it is evident that 

Shanxi merchant culture holds significant value for 

modern education. Its integration into university 

curricula has the potential to enrich content, 

innovate teaching methods, and enhance the overall 

effectiveness of education. However, achieving this 

potential requires a concerted effort to address the 

identified challenges and to continuously refine the 

approach to cultural integration. By doing so, 

universities can leverage the wisdom of the past to 

prepare students for the future, fostering a new 

generation of business leaders who are not only 

knowledgeable but also ethically grounded and 

culturally aware. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 
The exploration of the influence of Shanxi 

merchant culture on the curriculum setting of 

Chinese universities has unveiled several 

significant insights. This study has demonstrated 

that the integration of Shanxi merchant culture into 

university courses offers a multifaceted enrichment 

of educational content and pedagogical approaches. 

By incorporating the historical business practices 

and ethical values of the Shanxi merchants into 

contemporary curricula, universities are able to 

provide students with a more vivid and practical 

understanding of economic and management 

theories. This not only enhances the theoretical 

knowledge of students but also helps in shaping 

their business values and ethical conduct. 

Furthermore, the innovative course 

models inspired by the operational strategies of the 

Shanxi merchants have proven to be effective in 

fostering practical skills and teamwork capabilities 

among students. Through simulated entrepreneurial 

processes and field trips, students gain hands-on 

experience that complements their academic 

learning. This experiential learning approach is 

crucial in preparing students for the complexities of 

the modern business environment. 

Additionally, the humanistic spirit 

embedded in the Shanxi merchant culture serves as 

a powerful motivational force for students. It 

encourages them to strive for excellence and 

promotes the development of comprehensive 

personal qualities. Universities, in turn, are 

prompted to pay greater attention to the holistic 

development of their students, moving beyond 

mere academic achievements to cultivate well-

rounded individuals capable of contributing to 

society in diverse ways. 

In essence, the findings of this study 

highlight the potential of cultural heritage to 

transform educational practices. The influence of 

Shanxi merchant culture on university curricula is a 

testament to the enduring value of historical 

traditions in shaping modern education. As 

universities continue to seek innovative ways to 

enhance their educational offerings, the integration 

of such culturally rich content can serve as a 

valuable model for other regions and institutions. 

Future research may further explore the long-term 

impact of this cultural integration on students' 

career trajectories and the broader implications for 

higher education reform. 
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