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Abstract 
This study critically investigates the role of the 

United Nations (UN) in poverty eradication in West 

Africa, examining both the effectiveness of its 

programs and the strategies employed. Adopting an 

interpretivist philosophy and an inductive, qualitative 

approach, the research analyzes secondary data from 

UN reports, policy documents, academic literature, 

and regional and international development datasets 

spanning 2000–2023. Case studies of UNDP 

initiatives in Ghana and Nigeria provide detailed 

insights into program implementation, outcomes, and 

contextual challenges. Thematic analysis identified 

three major themes: the effectiveness of UN 

programs, strategies for poverty alleviation, and 

implementation challenges. Findings reveal that UN 

interventions including economic empowerment 

programs, microcredit schemes, investment in 

education and skills development, and collaboration 

with national governments on policy, have 

contributed to poverty reduction, yet their impact 

remains limited. Constraints such as weak 

institutional structures, corruption, economic 

instability, climate change, and ongoing conflicts 

have undermined program effectiveness. Framed 

within Modernization and Institutional theories, the 

study highlights how UN strategies aim to foster 

economic modernization and strengthen governance, 

but their success is highly contingent on local socio-

political and institutional contexts. The study 

concludes that sustainable poverty eradication in 

West Africa requires coordinated efforts among the 

UN, national governments, and local communities, 

alongside measures to improve transparency, 

accountability, and institutional capacity. Policy 

recommendations include enhancing partnerships 

with regional bodies like ECOWAS, strengthening 

program implementation, targeting interventions 

effectively, and promoting modernization initiatives 

that empower vulnerable populations. 

 

Keywords: United Nations, poverty eradication, 

West Africa, Development strategies, institutional 

capacity, modernization theory. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The evolution of poverty eradication efforts 

in West Africa cannot be understood without 

reference to the region’s colonial legacy. Before 

European colonization, West Africa thrived through 

dynamic trade networks that fostered economic 

exchange and socio-cultural interactions among 

diverse societies (Austin, 2010). Caravans moved 

across the Sahara, and East African merchants 

connected coastal cities with markets in India and 

Southeast Asia, trading valuable resources such as 

gold, salt, and ivory (Handy, 2024). However 

according to Settles (1996), the arrival of European 

colonisers fundamentally disrupted these established 

trade systems, leading to the extraction of resources 

primarily for the benefit of European economies. 

This exploitative framework established during the 

colonial period left West African nations 

economically underdeveloped upon achieving 

independence in the mid-20th century, fostering 

conditions that contributed to persistent poverty and 

socioeconomic challenges. 

Since World War II, West Africa has 

witnessed numerous development initiatives aimed at 

tackling poverty and underdevelopment. Yet, despite 

diverse strategies proposed by scholars and 

policymakers, challenges such as economic 

stagnation, poor healthcare, and limited educational 

access persist (Mlambo 2024; Silvio, 2021). These 

long-term concerns are questions related to the 

efficacy of the solutions that are implemented and the 

structural aspects that perpetuate poverty, which still 

persists in most of the population living below the 

poverty threshold of $2.15 a day (Sabatino et al., 

2023).  

The United Nations (UN) has been 

instrumental in addressing the global development 

issues since it was established in 1945. It has initiated 

many poverty alleviation programs through the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

and the World Food Programme (WFP) among 

others. This commitment was reaffirmed in 2015 with 

the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) and SDG 1 on ending poverty, in particular 

(United Nations, 2015; Better World Campaign, 
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2021). These efforts are evident in West Africa, 

where the UNDP Sustainable Livelihoods 

Programme in Ghana and the WFP food aid to the 

conflict-affected regions of Nigeria are interventions 

(Udofia, 2021). However, the fact that poverty 

remains high is something that needs to be evaluated 

in terms of the effectiveness of these interventions. 

Although the United Nations has done much 

to reduce poverty in West Africa, the region remains 

a high-poverty and developmental area (Appiah-

Otoo et al., 2022; Adams, 2024; Aribatise and 

Akintunde, 2025). These are poor access to basic 

services, high unemployment rates and lack of 

economic opportunities. Although the programs and 

strategies of the UN are well documented, their 

overall effects and effectiveness in alleviating 

poverty in West Africa are little known empirically. 

Such a gap indicates that there is a need to undertake 

a thorough evaluation of the role played by the UN in 

reducing poverty based on the strategies the 

organization is implementing, its successes, and 

challenges. 

 

Study Objectives 

The main objective of this study is to critically 

examine the role of the United Nations in poverty 

eradication in West Africa. The specific objectives 

are as follows: 

1. To assess the effectiveness of UN programs in 

alleviating poverty in West Africa. 

2. To analyze the strategies the UN employs to 

address poverty in West Africa. 

 

Research Questions 

1. How effective have UN programs been in 

alleviating poverty in West Africa? 

2. What strategies has the UN employed to address 

poverty in West Africa, and how successful have 

they been? 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURES 
Overview of West Africa  

West Africa, often regarded as a distinct 

region within the African continent, holds significant 

historical, political, economic, and cultural 

importance. As defined by both geographical and 

socio-political frameworks, its encapsulates a 

collection of nations sharing common historical 

experiences, socio-cultural dynamics, and 

developmental challenges (FAO, 2000). West Africa 

spreads across the westernmost region of the African 

continent, consisting of 16 countries which are 

members of the Economic Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS), a regional economic bloc 

established in 1975 to promote economic integration 

and cooperation (World Bank, 2024). 

According to Worldometers (2023), West 

Africa is home to over 462 million people, 

representing diverse ethnic groups, languages, and 

cultures. The history of West Africa is deeply rooted 

in pre-colonial civilizations, the trans-Saharan trade, 

and the transatlantic slave trade. The colonial era, 

spanning the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 

marked a period of significant upheaval for West 

Africa. The Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 

partitioned the region into European colonies that 

interfered with the traditional system of governance 

and traditional economic systems. The colonial 

policies formed the basis of current problems, such as 

artificial boundaries and ethnic tensions and financial 

interdependence on the raw material exports 

(Rodney, 2018).  

West Africa is resource-endowed with many 

challenges in socio-economic fronts, such as poverty 

and unemployment, coupled with poor healthcare and 

education. A report by Sabatino, Diaz-Bonilla, 

Nguyen, et al. (2023) shows that the region is among 

the poorest in the world with millions of people living 

below the global poverty threshold. Also, there have 

been international bodies such as the United Nations 

that have been working on solving these 

developmental issues in West Africa. UN agencies, 

including the UNDP, UNICEF, and WFP, have 

introduced programs aimed at reducing poverty, 

improving health, education, and gender equality. 

 

Poverty 

The definition of poverty is a highly debated 

issue, and theorists stress the different aspects of it. 

In financial terms, the World Bank calls poverty 

living below the international poverty line of less 

than $2.15 a day (Sabatino, Diaz-Bonilla, Nguyen, et 

al., 2023). But this has been criticized as too limited, 

since it does not consider deprivations in health care, 

education, sanitation, and economic opportunities. 

Moreover, applying a uniform global poverty line 

often masks regional realities. While $2.15 may 

sustain basic needs in rural Africa, it is grossly 

inadequate for survival in urban settings (World Bank 

Data Help Desk, 2023). 

The United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) broadens the World Bank’s 

monetary definition by incorporating human 

development indicators. It defines poverty as “a 

denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of 

human dignity,” encompassing low income, 

inadequate living conditions, and social exclusion 

(UNDP, 2022).  Sen’s (1999) capability approach 

frames poverty as the deprivation of basic freedoms 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 329-341                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                  Page 331 

such as access to education, healthcare, and political 

participation. Thereby shifting the focus from income 

levels to the overall quality of life. 

 
Fig 1: Measures of poverty (Javatpoint, 2024) 

 

A better way to understand the concept of 

poverty is through the types and forms it exists. There 

are two types, namely: absolute poverty and relative 

poverty.  Absolute Poverty is typically assessed 

against a fixed benchmark, such as the international 

poverty line. However, it assumes that the same 

income has equivalent value across different 

locations, overlooking factors like local inflation, 

cost of living, and access to public services (Decerf 

& Ferrando, 2022). For instance, income sufficient in 

a rural area may be inadequate in an urban setting. 

Moreover, focusing solely on income can neglect 

other dimensions of poverty, including access to 

education and healthcare. 

 The concept of relative poverty evaluates 

an individual’s economic position relative to society 

at large. Townsend (1979) argued that people are 

considered poor if they lack the resources needed to 

participate in societal norms (Chen et al., 2023). This 

approach recognizes that poverty is context-

dependent and emphasizes economic inequality 

within a society. However, relative poverty measures 

can be misleading: during economic downturns, if 

median income falls, the relative poverty threshold 

declines, potentially suggesting reduced poverty even 

when living conditions remain poor. Thus, relative 

measures may not fully capture changes in absolute 

well-being over time. 

 

Poverty in West Africa 

Poverty in West Africa remains a significant 

challenge, characterized by both high prevalence and 

deep-rooted structural issues. As of recent data, a 

substantial portion of West Africa's population lives 

below the international poverty line of $2.15 per day 

(Statista, 2022). The World Bank reports that, despite 

a decline in the percentage of individuals living in 

extreme poverty, the absolute number has increased 

due to rapid population growth. This trend 

underscores the persistent and growing challenge of 

poverty in the region (World Bank, 2021). West 

Africa has one of the highest population growth rates 

in the world, averaging around 2.7% per year (World 

Bank, 2023). Countries like Nigeria, Niger, and Mali 

have fertility rates above 5 children per woman, 

contributing to an expanding low-income population. 

Even if economic growth occurs, it often fails to 

outpace population increases, leading to a situation 

where more people remain trapped in poverty despite 

improvements in per capita income. 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 329-341                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                  Page 332 

 
Fig 2: Direct transfer vs subsidies (World Bank, 2019) 

 

The impact of poverty is unevenly 

distributed between urban and rural areas. Rural 

communities experience higher poverty rates, often 

exceeding 60%, compared to urban areas where 

poverty is around 30-40% (UNDP, 2024). Although 

West Africa has seen economic growth in recent 

decades, with an average GDP growth rate of 3.5-

4.5%, this growth has not translated into significant 

poverty reduction (UNDP, 2024). The gains are 

usually concentrated among the elite as income 

inequality continues to grow. Gini coefficient, which 

is an indicator of income inequality, is still high in 

such countries as Nigeria (35.1), Ghana (43.0), and 

Cote d Ivoire (41.5), which implies that there are 

inequalities in the distribution of wealth (World 

Bank, 2024). Cyclical interaction of factors that lead 

to the persistence of poverty in West Africa can be 

explained by the presence of economic instability, 

governance issues, inaccessibility to quality 

education, health issues, conflict in the region, and 

insecurity. 

 

Figure 3: Poverty Statistics Estimates of Countries within West Africa based on 2018-2023 Survey 

 
Source: Author’s compilation from (World Bank, 2022) 
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Role of UN in Poverty Eradication in West Africa

  

The United Nations (UN) has been the key player in 

eradicating poverty in West Africa through its 

specialized agencies, programs, and working 

alongside governments and development 

organizations. The United Nations (UN) was 

established in 1945 as a successor to the League of 

Nations, with the primary aim of maintaining 

international peace and security, fostering 

cooperation among nations, and promoting human 

rights and socio-economic development (United 

Nations, 2024). Over the decades, the UN has 

evolved into a global organization with 193 member 

states, addressing issues ranging from conflict 

resolution to poverty eradication, climate change, and 

humanitarian aid. 

 
Fig 4: United Nations Agencies (Dreamstime, n.d) 

 

UNDP (2021a) asserts that initiatives 

funded by the UN, including the Sustainable 

Livelihoods Programme in Ghana and the 

Microfinance for Poverty Reduction Initiative in 

Nigeria, have led to the creation of income and jobs. 

In a study, Adomako and Danso (2022) discovered 

that microfinance programs had positive impacts of 

enhancing access to credit; however, the 

sustainability of businesses that were started with the 

help of UN-sponsored loans was low because of low 

financial literacy and weak market connections. 

Poverty is widespread even in those 

countries that have experienced economic growth 

following the intervention of the UN. According to 

the data provided by the World Bank (2023), more 

than 40 percent of the population of Nigeria, the 

largest recipient of UN development aid in West 

Africa, continues to live below the poverty line. This 

begs the question of whether economic activities led 

by the UN are doing enough to solve structural 

problems, including income inequality and 

dependence on primary goods. However, the United 

Nations has played a major role in social protection 

in the region where programs by the World Food 

Programme (WFP), United Nations Children Fund 

(UNICEF) and International Labour Organization 

(ILO) have aimed at improving food security, 

education and access to healthcare to vulnerable 

populations. 

In a research conducted by Osei-Fosu 

(2011) in Ghana and Burkina Faso, the study assessed 

the effectiveness of WFP school feeding programs 

and concluded that school attendance was improved 

by 15 percent in target communities, with better 

nutrition outcomes observed among children in food-

insecure families. In Sierra Leone, Child Survival and 

Development Program (2019-2023) by UNICEF 

contributed to a 12% decrease in the number of 

children with malnutrition with the help of food 

supplementation and maternal health intervention 

(UNICEF, 2023). Regardless of such 

accomplishments, there are weaknesses that have 

been pointed out by empirical evidence. 

Mokomane (2012) states that the UN social 

protection programs tend to have funding crises and 

dependency on donors, and most of these programs 

are based on short-term funding cycles that could 

abruptly cease when the priorities of donors change. 

This was seen in Mali and Guinea, where a WFP food 

distribution program was canceled in 2022 because 

of a lack of funds and thousands of vulnerable 

households are left without support (WFP, 2023). 

Enhancing the governance structures is a 

critical aspect of eradicating poverty and in this 
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regard, the UN has played a major role. The United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 

UNDP and the UN Economic Commission for Africa 

(UNECA) have facilitated institutional change, such 

as anti-corruption efforts, training in the management 

of public finances, and election-related support in 

West Africa. The evidence has been hesitant: 

Transparency International (2016) found that UN-led 

anti-corruption initiatives, including the Extractive 

Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) in Côte 

d’Ivoire, led to an 8% decline in illicit financial flows 

in the mining and oil industries by 2015-2022, and 

UNDP assistance to digital governance in Ghana led 

to better taxation and less evasion (UNDP, 2022a).

  

UN institutional support, however, is not as 

effective in different countries. In a poorly governed 

country, like Guinea-Bissau and Liberia, UN-

supported anti-corruption reforms have in many 

instances been symbolic due to the opposition of the 

political elites (Eze & Albert, 2017). Besides, Taylor 

(2024) observes that the UN governance programs 

often overlook the underlying causes of political 

instability, such as ethnic tensions and power plays, 

which remain the impediments to poverty reduction. 

Such instability has been witnessed in other countries 

such as Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger, hindering the 

work of UN. According to the data of the Armed 

Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED, 

2023), the violent conflicts of the Sahel region have 

already displaced more than 2 million individuals, 

making it difficult to fight poverty and development 

efforts.  

In summary, the role of the UN in 

eradicating poverty in West Africa is complex and 

entails direct interventions by its agencies and 

through other partnerships with the regional bodies. 

Although food insecurity and economic instability 

remain issues, the all-inclusive social protection 

offered by the UN remains one of the pillars of 

curbing poverty in the region. Empirical results 

indicate that although the United Nations has had a 

significant role to play in poverty eradication in West 

Africa, the organization has not spread its effects 

evenly and has been limited by structural issues.   

 

III. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
Modernization Theory 

The theory of modernization, which was 

developed in the middle of the 20th century, is used 

to interpret how societies change to become modern 

states (Sharma, 2024). It assumes that the 

development has a linear pathway where the societies 

evolve through phases characterized by 

industrialization, urbanization and rationalization. In 

this view, underdevelopment is largely brought about 

by internal forces including the existence of 

traditional cultural beliefs, technological 

backwardness and poor institutions, and the embrace 

of Western values and practices are considered key to 

economic and social development (Nolte, 2001; 

Sharma, 2024). This is the view that the United 

Nations has long held, and it has been carrying out 

programs to enhance industrialization, education, 

governance, and development of infrastructure in 

West Africa by agencies like the UNDP.  

Critics, however, reckon that Modernization 

Theory is a simplistic concept in the sense that it does 

not consider extra variables, such as historical 

exploitation, economic inequalities in the world, and 

the cultural specificities of African societies. 

According to Matunhu (2011), the theory frequently 

tends to marginalize the local communities by not 

focusing on the poor as the center of the poverty 

reduction efforts. Moreover, the notion that Western 

models are universal has also been contested, since 

such methods might not align with the socio-

economic conditions of West African countries. This 

shortcoming is often depicted through the metaphor 

of the Development Ladder, which is typically used 

as a reference point to the discourse of 

modernization, suggesting a one-size-fits-all model 

of development that might not suit different situations 

(Zambakari, 2019). 

 

Institutional Theory 

Institutional Theory emphasizes the 

significance of institutions, defined as the formal and 

informal rules, norms, and organizations that shape 

social behavior in influencing economic and social 

outcomes. According to this theory, robust 

institutions are crucial for effective policy 

implementation and sustainable development 

(Bhasin, 2017). The UN, through various agencies, 

has played a pivotal role in shaping poverty reduction 

policies in West Africa by strengthening institutional 

capacities. For instance, the UNDP focuses on 

enhancing governance structures, promoting 

transparency, and building the capacity of public 

institutions to deliver services effectively. Applying 

Institutional Theory to poverty eradication in West 

Africa involves examining how institutions, both 

formal (laws, regulations) and informal (cultural 

norms, traditions), affect development outcomes. The 

UN, through various agencies, has focused on 

strengthening institutions to create an enabling 

environment for development which includes areas 

like governance, legal framework, and social norms. 

Empirical studies support the importance of 

institutional quality in poverty reduction. A study 



 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 329-341                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                  Page 335 

examining the role of economic growth and 

institutional quality on poverty reduction in West 

Africa found that strong institutions are instrumental 

in translating economic growth into poverty 

alleviation (Appiah-Otoo et al., 2022). This 

highlights the approach of institution-building by the 

UN as a tool towards promoting sustainable 

development. However, problems still exist. 

According to Matunhu (2011), the UN social 

protection programs are usually characterized by 

funding gaps and reliance on donors, which results in 

sudden termination following changes in donor 

priorities. This points to the necessity of establishing 

strong institutions capable of maintaining poverty 

alleviation initiatives without depending on foreign 

assistance. 

 

IV. METHODOLOGY 
This study investigates the role of United 

Nations programs in poverty eradication in West 

Africa. The study adopted a qualitative research 

design that seeks to understand the socio-economic 

realities of the region. An interpretivist philosophy 

was adopted to comprehend the subtle perceptions 

and institutional effects of UN interventions, due to 

several subjective realities that influence the outcome 

of development (Saunders et al., 2007; Walsham, 

1995; Denzin & Lincoln, 2011). The study employed 

an inductive method whereby study findings were 

generated based on empirical evidence. The study's 

theoretical framework is guided by Modernization 

and Institutional theories (Thomas, 2006). 

The research was approached by evaluating 

the case studies of the chosen UN programs, such as 

UNDP projects in Ghana and Nigeria, to investigate 

the implementation processes, challenges, and results 

in detail (Yin, 2014; Stake, 1995). It utilized a mono-

method qualitative design based on secondary data 

sources, such as UN reports, policy documents, 

academic literature, and regional and international 

development reports (Bowen, 2009). This 

methodology facilitated a thorough thematic analysis 

and avoided logistical and ethical difficulties related 

to primary data collection within politically sensitive 

environments. Secondary data from 2000-2023 were 

examined to present a cross-sectional analysis of 

program efficiency and development. Thematic 

analysis was used to recognize and explain patterns 

across the documents, focusing on policy 

implementation, sustainability, and institutional 

issues (Braun & Clarke, 2006). 

Coding and theme development facilitated 

the organization of findings, which were then linked 

to the research questions and theoretical frameworks. 

Where available, descriptive statistics were 

incorporated to contextualize poverty rates, program 

reach, and economic indicators, complementing the 

qualitative insights. Ethical considerations were 

observed by ensuring data integrity, anonymizing 

sensitive information, and maintaining objectivity 

throughout the analysis. Publicly available, ethically 

sourced documents were used exclusively, and 

findings were critically evaluated to reflect both 

successes and limitations of UN interventions. 

 

V. DATA ANALYSIS 
To identify themes, UN’s agency reports, 

World Bank reports, UNDP reports and relevant 

literature were manually analyzed, and three main 

themes were identified: effectiveness of UN 

programs in alleviating poverty, UN strategies for 

poverty alleviation and challenges in implementing 

UN’s poverty alleviation programs. These themes 

were ensured to align with the research questions and 

objectives of this study, aligning with the assertion 

(Vaismoradi & Snelgrove, 2019) on the importance 

of ensuring themes directly address or provide 

answers to the research questions. 

Table 1: Summary of Themes 

Main Theme Sub-themes 

Effectiveness of UN programs in alleviating 

poverty. 

Impact of data availability in alleviating poverty. 

Impact of UN 2030 agenda. 

Impact of UNDP micro-credit schemes. 

UN strategies for poverty alleviation. Collaboration with the government to create policies. 

Investment in economic empowerment programs. 

Investment in education and skills development. 

Challenges in the implementation of UN’s 

poverty alleviation programs. 

Impact of Climate change and conflicts. 

Data collection and program targeting challenges. 
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Theme 1: Effectiveness of UN Programs in 

Alleviating Poverty in West Africa 

The availability of new data for Nigeria and 

for other West African nations in 2018 provided a 

better foundation for the UN to combat poverty in 

West Africa (Aguilar et al., 2022). The UN has been 

able to reduce poverty as an increased income for 

bottom-income earners contributes significantly to 

economic growth while also reducing poverty, aiding 

impressive progress in reducing poverty in West 

Africa (World Bank, 2018). The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, which is a key program of 

the UNDP, focuses on addressing the problem of 

income inequality with a goal to ensure a 40% faster 

increase of the least income earners compared to the 

average income earners (Bourguignon, 2018; United 

Nations, 2024a).  

Although, before the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

program was effective in reducing poverty globally, 

significant challenges were faced in West Africa with 

respect to poverty alleviation with less significant 

effect on the poverty rate within the West African 

region (World Bank, 2018). However, the UN’s 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development program has 

not effectively alleviated poverty in West Africa due 

to economic and political challenges such as the 

ongoing crises in countries like Nigeria and Burkina 

Faso (UNDP, 2024). Furthermore, (Udoh & Mboho, 

2023) in their study assert that although UNDP 

alleviation programs such as the micro-credit scheme 

were established in some areas within Nigeria, it has 

not been effective in alleviating poverty in its target 

areas, with less significant contributions to 

agricultural and small businesses in target areas.  

 

Theme 2: UN Strategies for Poverty Alleviation 

The UN, in its 2030 agenda, highlights that 

ensuring inclusive and sustainable development 

through fundamental changes in the structure of an 

economy plays a significant role in the eradication of 

poverty (United Nations, 2018). This has created a 

bedrock on which the UN collaborates with the 

governments of several nations to ensure that this 

goal is met. In the alleviation of poverty in West 

Africa, the UN employs several strategies. The UN 

collaborates with the government to create policies 

that aid poverty reduction. In collaboration with the 

government, the UN created the fiscal policy, which 

significantly protected vulnerable households from 

poverty during the early stages of the COVID-19 

pandemic, with statistics showing that the poverty 

rate would have been 2.4% higher without fiscal 

policies in place (World Bank, 2022). The UN 

collaborates with the government to ensure that 

policies to be implemented are effective in alleviating 

poverty, considering its impact on different groups of 

the population and the overall impact. 

Also, the UN invested in economic 

empowerment programs, supporting individuals and 

firms while promoting rapid agricultural productivity 

growth and rural development (United Nations, 

2018). The UNDP micro credit scheme is one of the 

strategies utilized by the UN to alleviate poverty. This 

scheme is designed to aid the eradication of poverty 

by providing microloans to individuals who are 

unable to meet the requirements of commercial banks 

for loans, empowering them to improve upon their 

agriculture and start or expand small businesses, 

thereby improving their standard of living (Udoh & 

Mboho, 2023).  Furthermore, the UN focuses on 

investing in education, development of skills and 

enhancement of employability, actively working to 

ensure that every child has access to quality 

education while ensuring young people are equipped 

with relevant skills and continued learning 

opportunities for the rapidly evolving labor market 

(United Nations, 2018). This strategy ensures that 

there is a sufficient number of educated labor force to 

meet the requirements of the job market, reducing 

unemployment and aiding poverty reduction. 

 

Theme 3: Challenges in the Implementation of UN 

Poverty Alleviation Programs 

Climate change has created a barrier to 

poverty alleviation, with disasters increasing the 

number of individuals living in poverty (United 

Nations, 2024b). According to (Rustad, 2024), in 

2022, Africa became the major hub for state-based 

conflicts, with about 50% of the global state-based 

conflicts concentrated in Africa. Also, the ongoing 

conflict in the Northeastern part of Nigeria from 

2008-2021 has resulted in a cumulative loss of 

between $91.2 billion and $112.8 billion, which has 

greatly contributed to the economic downturn of the 

country and the region in general (UNICEF (United 

Nations Children’s Fund), 2023).  The rising intensity 

of conflicts in recent years is driving millions of 

people to displacement, food shortages, economic 

disruption and infrastructure destruction, posing a 

challenge to the efforts of the UN in the alleviation of 

poverty (UNDP, 2024). This has resulted in 

difficulties implementing poverty alleviation 

programs in certain areas within West Africa while 

also rendering several years of development efforts 

irrelevant, pushing communities back into poverty. 

 

Institutional Theory and the Effectiveness of UN 

Programs in Alleviating Poverty in West Africa 
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Institutional theory emphasizes the impact 

of formal institutions and policies on economic and 

social outcomes (Zucker, 1987). The UN 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development highlights the 

impact of institutions in the alleviation of poverty by 

addressing income inequality and boosting low-

income earnings. However, the weaknesses of 

institutions in West Africa, due to corruption and 

conflicts, have significantly hindered the success of 

UN poverty alleviation programs. For instance, the 

UNDP microcredit scheme had limited effectiveness 

in achieving its poverty alleviation goals due to 

inadequate institutional structures (Udoh & Mboho, 

2023). Also, the crisis in Nigeria and Burkina Faso 

has weakened government institutions and disrupted 

economic activities (UNDP, 2024), significantly 

hindering the effectiveness of poverty alleviation 

programs. 

 

Modernization Theory and the UN Strategies for 

Poverty Alleviation in West Africa 

Modernization theory asserts that societies 

progress through different levels of economic, social 

and technological advancement, which are based on 

several factors within the society (Goorha, 2010).  

The UN, by investing in education, economic 

empowerment programs, and skills development 

aligns with the modernization theory, promoting 

economic, social and technological changes. For 

instance, based on reports, without the 

implementation of fiscal policy through the 

collaboration of the UN with national governments, 

poverty rates during COVID-19 would have been 

2.4% higher (World Bank, 2022), highlighting 

policy-driven change as a factor for development, 

which aligns with the modernization theory. 

The economic empowerment strategy also 

aligns with the modernization theory, as the effects of 

this strategy are essential for attaining modernity and 

progress in West Africa. The UNDP micro-credit 

scheme provides a ground on which low-income 

individuals can access capital to invest in their farms 

or businesses, enhancing economic activities and the 

development of larger economic systems. 

Modernization theory posits that a well-educated 

labor force is essential for economic growth, the UN 

programs align with this theory by investing in the 

education, skill development and employability 

enlightenment of young people. 

 

Institutional Theory with Respect to Challenges in 

UN Poverty Alleviation Programs 

West Africa has faced several institutional, 

economic and social challenges which have greatly 

hindered the success of UN programs in the 

alleviation of poverty (UNDP, 2024). The conflict in 

Northeastern Nigeria, which resulted in an economic 

loss between 2008 and 2021, political instability, 

weak government and conflicts all resulted in 

economic downturn and instability, aligning with 

institutional theory, which highlights that weak 

institutions and instability hinder economic growth.  

Also, accurate data is essential for ensuring 

poverty programs are effectively targeted at the right 

audience; however, reports show that the UN has 

struggled with accessing sufficient data within West 

Africa (UNDP, 2024); this aligns with Institutional 

Theory, highlighting the importance of strong 

institutions in ensuring effective data collection, data 

monitoring and evaluation. The UN’s poverty 

alleviation programs in West Africa are influenced by 

both the institutional and modernization theories and 

the success of these programs relies heavily on the 

strength of the institutions and the efforts made 

towards modernization. 

 

VI. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
While the UN has responded in numerous 

ways to alleviate poverty in West Africa, poverty 

remains a significant challenge greatly influenced by 

economic instability, weak institutions, climate 

change and conflict. Also, although the various UN 

interventions such as the economic empowerment 

programs, collaboration with the government to 

create policies and investment in education have been 

instrumental to the alleviation of poverty in West 

Africa, their impact on poverty reduction is often 

hindered by challenges and overcoming these 

challenges are essential in the success of poverty 

eradication. Furthermore, majorly, the objectives of 

poverty alleviation programs in West Africa are 

usually not achieved due to weak institution 

structures and corruption, which have greatly limited 

the effectiveness of these programs. Also, the high 

rate of low-income earners continues to hinder the 

alleviation of poverty in West Africa. 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 
The UN plays a vital role in the alleviation 

of poverty in West Africa, however, operational and 

institutional challenges have limited the impact of 

UN interventions. Also, the implementation of 

sustainable strategies for the alleviation of poverty 

requires the collective effort of the government, 

society and UN in its achievement. Addressing the 

challenges hindering the implementation of the UN 

poverty alleviation programs is essential for 

effectiveness of the role of the UN in the alleviation 

of poverty in West Africa. 
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VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS 
This study has identified that the role of the 

UN in the alleviation of poverty in West Africa is not 

effective; hence, there is a need to ensure the 

effectiveness of the UN’s role in poverty alleviation. 

The UN should collaborate with other agencies, such 

as ECOWAS, to distribute funds for poverty 

alleviation programs in Nigeria to enhance 

accountability, effectiveness and transparency and 

ensure better allocation of resources and planning. 

The UN should strengthen the implementation of UN 

programs with efficiency, transparency and 

accountability.  The UN should also implement 

measures to tackle corruption so as to ensure that 

funds and UN programs are directed at the target 

audience. The UN should focus on implementing 

programs that encourage modernization of the 

economy, such as innovative, industrial and 

entrepreneurship programs. 

 

Limitation of the Study 

This research encountered the limitation of accessing 

comprehensive data on the poverty rate and UN 

strategies in most West African countries. 

 

REFERENCES 
[1]. ACLED. (2024, December 12). Conflict 

Watchlist 2025: Sahel and Coastal West Africa 

- ACLED. ACLED. 

https://acleddata.com/conflict-watchlist-

2025/sahel-and-coastal-west-africa/ 

[2]. Adams, U. E. (2024). Understanding the 

complex factors contributing to poverty in 

Africa. International Journal of Information, 

Business and Management, 16(3), 42-57. 

[3]. Adomako, S., & Danso, A. (2022). 

Microfinance and Sustainable Livelihoods in 

Ghana: An Empirical Analysis. Journal of 

Development Studies, 58(4), 673–691. 

[4]. Aguilar, R. A. C., Dewina, R., Diaz-Bonilla, 

C., Edochie, I. N., Fujs, T. H., Jolliffe, D. M., 

Lain, J., Lakner, C., Ibarra, G. L., Mahler, D. 

G., & Meyer, M. (2022). Update to the Poverty 

and Inequality Platform (PIP): What’s New. 

The World Bank, No. 20. 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/0

99422404082231105/pdf/IDU02070690808e

e7044720a1e6010de398e6a75.pdf  

[5]. Appiah-Otoo, I., Chen, X., Song, N., & 

Dumor, K. (2022). Financial development, 

institutional improvement, poverty reduction: 

The multiple challenges in West 

Africa. Journal of Policy Modeling, 44(6), 

1296-1312. 

[6]. Aribatise, A., & Akintunde, T. S. (2025). The 

nexus among institutional quality, financial 

development, and poverty in selected west 

African countries. Gomal University Journal 

of Research, 41(1), 25-38. 

[7]. Austin, G. (2010). African Economic 

Development and Colonial Legacies. 

International Development Policy | Revue 

Internationale de Politique de 

Développement, 1(1), 11–32. 

http://journals.openedition.org/poldev/78 

[8]. Banerjee, A., & Duflo, E. (2020). Poor 

economics: A radical rethinking of the way to 

fight global poverty. PublicAffairs. 

[9]. Better World Campaign. (2021, December 

13). UN Funds, Programs and Specialized 

Agencies. Better World Campaign. 

https://betterworldcampaign.org/resources/bri

efing-book-2022/united-nations-programs-

funds-agencies 

[10]. Bhasin, S. (2017). Institutional theory the 

logic of institutions. ResearchGate, 10(22), 

5422–5431. 

https://doi.org/10.3923/ibm.2016.5422.5431  

[11]. Bourguignon, F. (2018). Spreading the wealth. 

Finance and Development. 55(1)(22–4). 

https://www.elibrary.imf.org/downloadpdf/jo

urnals/022/0055/001/article-A007-en.pdf 

[12]. Bowen, G. A. (2009). Document Analysis as a 

Qualitative Research Method. Qualitative 

Research Journal, 9(2), 27-40. 

[13]. Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using 

Thematic Analysis in Psychology. Qualitative 

Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101. 

[14]. Chen, Y., Fuller, J., & Ryberg, R. (2023). 

Knowing the Strengths and Limitations of 

Poverty Measures Can Help Us Better 

Understand Poverty. ChildTrends. 

https://www.childtrends.org/publications/kno

wing-the-strengths-and-limitations-of-

poverty-measures-can-help-us-better-

understand-poverty?  

[15]. Clarke, V., & Braun, V. (2016). Thematic 

analysis. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 

12(3), 297–298. 

https://doi.org/doi:10.1080/17439760.2016.1

26261 

[16]. Decerf, B., & Ferrando, M. (2022). 

Unambiguous Trends Combining Absolute 

and Relative Income Poverty: New Results 

and Global Application. The World Bank 

Economic Review, 36(3), 605–628. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhab028 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099422404082231105/pdf/IDU02070690808ee7044720a1e6010de398e6a75.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099422404082231105/pdf/IDU02070690808ee7044720a1e6010de398e6a75.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/099422404082231105/pdf/IDU02070690808ee7044720a1e6010de398e6a75.pdf
http://journals.openedition.org/poldev/78
https://doi.org/10.3923/ibm.2016.5422.5431
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/downloadpdf/journals/022/0055/001/article-A007-en.pdf
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/downloadpdf/journals/022/0055/001/article-A007-en.pdf
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/knowing-the-strengths-and-limitations-of-poverty-measures-can-help-us-better-understand-poverty
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/knowing-the-strengths-and-limitations-of-poverty-measures-can-help-us-better-understand-poverty
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/knowing-the-strengths-and-limitations-of-poverty-measures-can-help-us-better-understand-poverty
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/knowing-the-strengths-and-limitations-of-poverty-measures-can-help-us-better-understand-poverty
https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhab028


 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 329-341                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                  Page 339 

[17]. Denzin, N. K., & Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.). (2011). 

The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research 

(4th ed.). SAGE Publications. 

[18]. Eze, C. B., & Albert, I. O. (2017, July 21). 

Resolving the Protracted Political Crises in 

Guinea-Bissau – ACCORD. ACCORD. 

https://www.accord.org.za/conflict-

trends/resolving-protracted-political-crises-

guinea-bissau/ 

[19]. FAO, AUC, ECA, & WFP. (2023). Africa - 

Regional Overview of Food Security and 

Nutrition 2023. FAO. 

https://doi.org/10.4060/cc8743en 

[20]. FAO. (2000). Chapter 14. West Africa. FAO. 

https://www.fao.org/4/Y1997E/y1997e0j.htm 

[21]. Goorha, P. (2010). Modernization theory. 

Oxford Research Encyclopedia of 

International Studies. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846

626.013.266 

[22]. Handy, B. (2024, November 8). Africa Must 

Be Integrated: Why Trade Barriers Keep 

States Poor. The Onero Institute. 

https://www.oneroinstitute.org/content/africa-

integrated-trade-barriers  

[23]. Matunhu, J. (2011). A critique of 

modernization and dependency theories in 

Africa: Critical assessment. African Journal of 

History and Culture, 3(5), 65–72. 

https://academicjournals.org/article/article138

1858116_Matunhu.pdf 

[24]. Mlambo, V. H., Masuku, M. M., & Mthembu, 

Z. (2024). The new scramble for Africa in a 

post-colonial era and the challenges of 

inclusive development: a semi-systematic 

literature review. Development Studies 

Research, 11(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1080/21665095.2024.23063

87 

[25]. Mokomane, Z. (2012). Social protection as a 

mechanism for family protection in sub-

Saharan Africa1. International Journal of 

Social Welfare, 22(3), 248–259. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-

2397.2012.00893.x 

[26]. Moyo, D. (2019). Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not 

Working and How There is Another Way for 

Africa. Penguin Books 

[27]. Nolte, P. (2001). Modernization and 

Modernity in History. International 

Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral 

Sciences, 9954–9961. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/b0-08-043076-

7/02627-9 

[28]. Okonkwo, C., & Adepoju, T. (2021). Funding 

Constraints in UN-Led Poverty Eradication 

Programs in Africa. Journal of African 

Development Studies, 10(1), 56-78. 

[29]. Osei, P., Adu-Gyamfi, J., & Mensah, K. 

(2021). Digital Financial Inclusion and Youth 

Empowerment in Ghana: A UNDP Initiative. 

African Journal of Economic Policy, 7(2), 99-

117. 

[30]. Osei-Fosu, A. (2011). Evaluating the impact of 

the capitation grant and the school feeding 

programme on enrollment, attendance and 

retention in schools: The case of Weweso 

circuit. Journal of Science and Technology 

(Ghana), 31(1). 

https://doi.org/10.4314/just.v31i1.64886 

[31]. Rodney, W. (2018). How Europe 

Underdeveloped Africa. Verso Books. 

[32]. Rustad, S. A. (2024). Conflict Trends: A 

Global Overview, 1946–2023. Peace Research 

Institute Oslo, PRIO Paper. 

https://cdn.cloud.prio.org/files/92a7aad5 -

3572-4886-9e9c-

8aa155f1d0f4/Conflict_Trends-2024 

_DIGITAL.pdf?inline=true 

[33]. Sabatino, C., Diaz-Bonilla, C., Aron, D., 

Haddad, C., Nguyen, M., & Wu, H. (2023). 

Global Poverty Monitoring Technical Note 

November 2023 Update to the Global 

Database of Shared Prosperity What’s New. 

World Bank. 

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/

099003012152333700/pdf/IDU01a391f5e00d

a10462a09b790420bdc15c077.pdf 

[34]. Saunders, M., Lewis, P., & Thornhill, A. 

(2007). Research Methods for Business 

Students (5th ed.). Pearson Education Limited. 

[35]. Sen, A. (1999). Development as Freedom. 

Oxford University Press. 

[36]. Settles, J. (1996). The Impact of Colonialism 

on African Economic Development. In 

TRACE. Tennessee Research and Creative 

Exchange. 

https://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cg

i?article=1182&context=utk_chanhonoproj 

[37]. Sharma, J. (2024). Forms of Modernization 

and its Impact on Economy. Journal of APF 

Command and Staff College, 7(1), 199–218. 

https://doi.org/10.3126/japfcsc.v7i1.67004  

[38]. Silvio, D. H. (2021). Africa’s Elusive 

Development Experience: A Critical Analysis 

of Inhibiting Factors - IRPJ = 

Intergovernmental Research and Policy 

Journal. Intergovernmental Research and 

Policy Journal. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.266
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.266
https://www.oneroinstitute.org/content/africa-integrated-trade-barriers
https://www.oneroinstitute.org/content/africa-integrated-trade-barriers
https://academicjournals.org/article/article1381858116_Matunhu.pdf
https://academicjournals.org/article/article1381858116_Matunhu.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/21665095.2024.2306387
https://doi.org/10.1080/21665095.2024.2306387
https://doi.org/10.3126/japfcsc.v7i1.67004


 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 329-341                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                  Page 340 

https://irpj.euclid.int/articles/africas-elusive-

development-experience-a-critical-analysis-

of-inhibiting-factors/ 

[39]. Statista. (2022). Topic: Poverty, inequality and 

wealth in Africa. Statista. 

https://www.statista.com/topics/11486/povert

y-inequality-and-wealth-in-

africa/#topicOverview 

[40]. Thomas, G. (2006). A Typology for the Case 

Study in Social Science Following a Review 

of Definition, Discourse, and Structure. 

Qualitative Inquiry, 12(4), 479-502. 

[41]. Transperancy International. (2016). 

OVERVIEW OF CORRUPTION AND 

ANTI-CORRUPTION IN CÔTE D’IVOIRE . 

In Transperancy International. European 

Commission. 

https://knowledgehub.transparency.org/assets/

uploads/helpdesk/Country_profile_Cote_divo

ire_2016.pdf 

[42]. Udofia, A. (2021). UNDP’s Sustainable 

Livelihood Programmes and Poverty 

Reduction in Nigeria: The Development 

Paradox of Prebendalism. AKSU Journal of 

Administration and Corporate Governance 

(AKSUJACOG), 1(2), 96–114. 

https://aksujacog.org.ng/articles/21/08/undps-

sustainable-livelihood-programmes-and-

poverty-reduction-in-nigeria-the-

development-paradox-of-

prebendalism/aksujacog_01_02_08.pdf 

[43]. Udoh, E. R., & Mboho, K. (2023). POVERTY 

ALLEVIATION PROGRAMMES IN 

NIGERIA: A STUDY OF THE UNITED 

NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME (UNDP) MICRO-CREDIT 

SCHEME IN UYO, L.G.A. OF AKWA IBOM 

STATE. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10200604 

[44]. UNDP. (2021a). Building climate resilience 

and hope in West and Central Africa. UNDP. 

https://www.undp.org/blog/building-climate-

resilience-and-hope-west-and-central-africa 

[45]. UNDP. (2021b). Sustainable Livelihoods in 

West Africa: A Review. UNDP Reports Series, 

45(3), 56–78. 

[46]. UNDP. (2022a). Integrated SDG Insights 

Ghana. SDG Push Insights. https://sdgpush-

insights.undp.org/reports/gha 

[47]. UNDP. (2022b, September 8). Human 

Development Report 2021-22. UNDP. 

https://hdr.undp.org/content/human-

development-report-2021-22 

[48]. UNDP. (2024). Global Multidimensional 

Poverty Index (MPI) (Poverty amid Conflict). 

https://hdr.undp.org/system/files/documents/h

dp-document/mpireport2024en.pdf 

[49]. UNDP. (2024, March 13). Human 

Development Report 2023-24. UNDP. 

https://hdr.undp.org/content/human-

development-report-2023-24 

[50]. UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 

(2023). The Economic Cost of Conflict in 

North East Nigeria. New York. 

https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/reports 

/economic-cost-conflict-north-east-nigeria 

[51]. UNICEF. (2020). Cash Transfers for Poverty 

Reduction in West Africa. UNICEF Reports. 

[52]. United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP). (2020). Annual Development Report 

on Digital Empowerment. UNDP 

Publications. 

[53]. United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA). (2021). 

Nigeria Humanitarian Response Plan. UN 

OCHA Publications. 

[54]. United Nations. (2015a). Transforming our 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. United Nations Digital Library. 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3923923 

[55]. United Nations. (2018). Implementation of the 

Third United Nations Decade for the 

Eradication of Poverty (2018–2027). 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/73/298 

[56]. United Nations. (2024a). Ending Poverty. 

https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/ending-

poverty 

[57]. United Nations. (2024b). The Sustainable 

Development Goals Report 2024. 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-

Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-

2024.pdf 

[58]. Vaismoradi, M., & Snelgrove, S. (2019). 

Theme in qualitative content analysis and 

thematic analysis. 

https://nordopen.nord.no/nord-

xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2627867/Vais

moradi.pdf?sequence=4  

[59]. Walsham, G. (1995). The Emergence of 

Interpretivism in IS Research. European 

Journal of Information Systems, 4(5), 233-

243. 

[60]. WFP. (2023, June 27). UN World Food 

Programme (WFP). World Food Programme. 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-

annual-review 

[61]. World Bank Data Help Desk. (2023). Should 

the $2.15 a day poverty line be used to plan 

programs and policies in a specific country? – 

World Bank Data Help Desk. Worldbank.org. 

https://irpj.euclid.int/articles/africas-elusive-development-experience-a-critical-analysis-of-inhibiting-factors/
https://irpj.euclid.int/articles/africas-elusive-development-experience-a-critical-analysis-of-inhibiting-factors/
https://irpj.euclid.int/articles/africas-elusive-development-experience-a-critical-analysis-of-inhibiting-factors/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf
https://nordopen.nord.no/nord-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2627867/Vaismoradi.pdf?sequence=4
https://nordopen.nord.no/nord-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2627867/Vaismoradi.pdf?sequence=4
https://nordopen.nord.no/nord-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/2627867/Vaismoradi.pdf?sequence=4


 

  

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 5, Sep.-Oct., 2025, pp: 329-341                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org                                                      

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                 ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal                                  Page 341 

https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledg

ebase/articles/746181-should-the-2-15-a-day-

poverty-line-be-used-to-pla  

[62]. World Bank. (2018). Poverty and Shared 

Prosperity 2018: Piecing Together the Poverty 

Puzzle. 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/1

04451542202552048/pdf/Poverty-and-

Shared-Prosperity-2018-Piecing-Together-

the-Poverty-Puzzle.pdf 

[63]. World Bank. (2019, October 9). Accelerating 

Poverty Reduction in Africa: In Five Charts. 

World Bank. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/pub

lication/accelerating-poverty-reduction-in-

africa-in-five-charts 

[64]. World Bank. (2021, January 19). While 

Poverty in Africa Has Declined, Number of 

Poor Has Increased. World Bank; World Bank 

Group. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/pub

lication/poverty-rising-africa-poverty-report? 

[65]. World Bank. (2022). Poverty and Shared 

Prosperity (Correcting Course). 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstrea

m/handle/10986/37739/9781464818936.pdf 

[66]. World Bank. (2024). Western & Central 

Africa. World Bank. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/wes

tern-and-central-africa 

[67]. World Bank. (2024). Western & Central 

Africa. World Bank. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/wes

tern-and-central-africa 

[68]. World Food Program. (2022). Extreme poverty 

rises in West Africa due to COVID-19 

pandemic | World Food Programme. WFP. 

https://www.wfp.org/news/extreme-poverty-

rises-west-africa-due-covid-19-pandemic 

[69]. World Food Programme (WFP). (2022). West 

Africa Food Security Report. WFP 

Publications. 

[70]. Worldometers. (2023). Population of Western 

Africa (2024). Worldometers.info. 

https://www.worldometers.info/world-

population/western-africa-population/ 

[71]. Yin, R. K. (2014). Case Study Research: 

Design and Methods (5th ed.). SAGE 

Publications. 

[72]. Zambakari, C. (2019, March 5). 

Modernization Theory and the Metaphor of 

the Development Ladder - HKS Student Policy 

Review. HKS Student Policy Review. 

https://studentreview.hks.harvard.edu/modern

ization-theory-and-the-metaphor-of-the-

development-ladder/ 

[73]. Zucker, L. G. (1987). Institutional theories of 

organization. Annual Review of Sociology, 13, 

443–464. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2083256  

 

 

https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/746181-should-the-2-15-a-day-poverty-line-be-used-to-pla
https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/746181-should-the-2-15-a-day-poverty-line-be-used-to-pla
https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowledgebase/articles/746181-should-the-2-15-a-day-poverty-line-be-used-to-pla
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/37739/9781464818936.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/37739/9781464818936.pdf
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/western-africa-population/
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/western-africa-population/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2083256

