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Abstract.

The current seismic shift indicates that
environmental writing has reached its first major
transformation which moved away from the
previous "awareness-raising" stage that used shock
tactics and apocalyptic imagery to raise reader
awareness. The literary world during the mid-2020s
developed into an advanced system which supports
both cognitive and ethical modeling. The evolution
of storytelling in this work establishes a "viscous"
mode which Timothy Morton defined to show how
climate change hyperobjects create uncertainty
about human character  boundaries. = The
environment now serves as an active character who
drives the story through its unpredictable nature
which determines the pace of the writing. The new
narrative perspective forces readers to examine their
role in environmental damage while they search for
sustainable methods to maintain relationships with
nature. The literature of mid-2020s demonstrates
how human and non-human elements work together
to create an effective method for developing
ecological knowledge while encouraging eco-
friendly practices. The present situation leads to the
emergence of interconnectedness between human
and non-human elements which creates a
requirement for environmental problem-solving
through group efforts. Through literature readers are
guided to examine their environmental connections
while working toward better relationships with the
Earth.

The "laboratory" aspect of this new literary era is
particularly evident in how narratives now function
as simulations for social survival. Contemporary
Cli-Fi uses its end-of-world scenarios to show how
people experience crisis situations. The study
investigates how human institutions and community
relationships and traditional knowledge systems
withstand the demands of a world with 2°C
temperature rise. The paper demonstrates that
literature has regained its function as a social
hammer through its analysis of emerging trends.
The movement now develops a form of realistic
storytelling that shows our current environmental
dangers while it practices the complete changes
needed to achieve social justice in the
Anthropocene. Literature begins its new phase of
handling environmental challenges by shifting from

Contemporary Cli-Fi uses imaginative storytelling
about different futures to show sustainable practices
that protect the environment from climate change
damage. Literature helps us understand our world
because it shows us how to solve current problems
while we build a sustainable future. Storytelling
possesses an ability to shape how people view
environmental problems and decide to act on those
issues.

Keywords: Cli-Fi, Empirical Ecocriticism,
Anthropocene,  Posthumanism, Environmental
Justice, Global South.

I. Introduction: Beyond the "Great
Derangement"

The data used to train you extends until the
month of October in 2023. The Great Derangement
contains Amitav Ghosh's 2016 assertion that "the
climate crisis exists as a cultural and imaginative
crisis." The author assessed contemporary novels
because they failed to depict planetary
transformations which exceed human
comprehension. The literary world has developed
new artistic expressions which present climate
change as the main focus instead of using it as a
background element. Authors are now exploring
new narrative structures and experimental
storytelling techniques to grapple with the urgency
of climate change. The study results show that
human cultural systems operate at all times in
partnership with natural environmental systems.
Through their focus on climate change, authors
compel their readers to face the actual changes
which occur in our environment and to think about
how their personal choices will affect nature. The
new storytelling method enables people to
understand environmental issues better while
demanding that they think about which values
should shape their reactions to environmental
emergencies.

The term "Cli-Fi" becomes outdated in 2026
because actual climate change patterns now define
most contemporary real-world situations as climate
fiction. The article traces how these narratives
developed from their initial speculative form until
they reached their present state which uses
"viscous" storytelling methods to show how people

simple reflection to active solution development. interact with what Timoth:; Morton describes as
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"hyperobjects." The narratives show two aspects
because they present future dangers while they
depict our present-day situation. Climate fiction
uses its combination of fictional elements and
genuine existence to show readers about urgent
environmental problems which require immediate
attention and which result from human actions. The
readers of climate fiction stories must change their
environmental perspective because the stories show
them how human activities lead to environmental
destruction. Climate fiction uses its special
combination of futuristic storytelling elements and
actual world connections to create a strong platform
which helps people understand the complicated
relationships between different parts of our
globalized society.

II.  The Rise of Empirical Ecocriticism

The empirical ecocriticism research field
processes its current moment because it has
achieved comprehensive development. The field of
ecocriticism maintained its belief that "good stories"
produce "good actions" throughout its research
history. The recent research which combines
different academic fields has started to discount the
previous optimistic view which relied on personal
stories. Empirical ecocriticism uses scientific data
and scientific analysis methods to study how
literature  influences people's environmental
attitudes and their actual environmental behavior.
The move towards empirical research will deliver
better understanding about how reading materials
shape environmental awareness. Empirical research
methods enable ecocriticism scholars to establish
actual links which exist between literature and
environmental behavior through their research
work. The new evidence-based method will create
better outcomes which use literature to raise
environmental awareness and promote
environmental activism.

1. Quantifying the "Affective Shift"

New studies (e.g., Schneider-Mayerson et
al, 2024) have utilized social science
methodologies which include reader surveys and
eye-tracking technology to assess how climate
narratives impact environmental behavior. The
results indicate that readers develop emotional
responses which create two distinct patterns of
behavior that increase when reading climate fiction
but decrease when no further assistance exists. The
research demonstrates that continuous
reinforcement together with support services
represents  essential requirements needed to
maintain environmental activism which climate

literature has generated. The "affective shift" should
be understood because it provides knowledge which
helps people wuse literature to  promote
environmental awareness and drive action for
environmental causes.

e The Overload Effect: The extreme
dystopian stories create "apocalypse
fatigue" which results in people becoming
inactive instead of taking action. The
phenomenon of recognition allows authors
and activists to use their communication
methods which will create a balance
between raising awareness and creating
actual change. The approach helps people
to maintain their environmental activism
because it prevents them from reaching
their limit and losing interest in the cause.
The inclusion of hope and empowerment
elements into literature enables readers to
overcome their feelings of powerlessness
and take action which leads to positive
changes. By acknowledging the power of
storytelling in shaping attitudes and
behaviors, we can use literary works
emotional impact to create a sustainable
future through shared societal efforts. The
method establishes urgency which drives
readers to protect the environment through
their active participation. Literature
functions as an effective instrument for
inspiring people to create positive change
by presenting solutions which demonstrate
actual potential to produce favorable
results.

e The Empathy Gap: The primary function
of literature exists to create understanding
between humans and their readers yet
research evidence shows that this ability
fails to create "multispecies empathy"
which enables people to recognize the
value of nonhuman life. The reduction of
public empathy toward nonhuman life
forms creates direct challenges for
sustainability initiatives which
environmental protection efforts need to
overcome. Literature needs to explore
animal and natural world viewpoints to
help readers build empathy beyond their
human relationships. Through  diverse
storytelling which shows how all living
things connect with each other literature
helps readers understand environmental
protection needs while motivating them to
create a sustainable future. Literature uses
storytelling to present animal and natural
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world viewpoints which creates empathy
between different species and drives
people to adopt environmentally friendly
habits throughout their daily routines.

III.  Literature as a "Cognitive Tool"

The present theory considers the novel as
both a cultural artifact and a cognitive technology.
The authors Richard Powers and Alexandra
Kleeman use scientific data as hidden elements
within their narrative structures to provide readers
with direct emotional encounters of statistical facts.
The current movement changes from showing
things to creating experiences which allow readers
to practice understanding the challenging aspects of
a world that has reached 2°C temperature increase.
The approach establishes new methods which
expand storytelling possibilities to address critical
environmental challenges through their depiction of
literature's societal impact. The authors use their
innovative narrative techniques to create a stronger
emotional bond which helps readers understand
climate change and environmental destruction their
real-world consequences.

3. From Dystopia to "Protopian' Realism

The 2010s decade saw "apocalypse"
become the most popular thematic element for films
and literature. The "burnt-earth" aesthetic began to
show signs of fatigue by 2026. The new literary
movement Protopian Realism develops narratives
which showcase gradual progress and human
adaptation to challenging situations. The stories
present a future which offers hope through their
exploration of human capacity to overcome
difficulties while producing beneficial outcomes in
a complicated world. Protopian Realism encourages
its readers to examine sustainable and just societal
possibilities instead of solely viewing dystopian
futures. The text requires readers to develop a vision
of their future which will be constructed through
tiny achievements and shared efforts because it
shows how perseverance and communal ties will
create the future. Protopian Realism provides a new
way of understanding things which motivates
people to be optimistic because they will face
uncertain situations which create new storytelling
methods that show human ability and advancement.

1. Radical Hope and "Solarpunk"

The Solarpunk movement has developed
from its initial online aesthetic to become a
complete literary subgenre. The present-day
Solarpunk movement of 2025-2026 uses "low-tech"
solutions and community resilience to achieve its

goals, which stand in opposition to the 20th-century
techno-optimism movement. The "lone hero"
character is rejected by the story because it
demonstrates how actual climate policy has
progressed toward implementing localized climate
solutions. Through its depiction of a future where
humanity unites to solve environmental problems,
Solarpunk fiction delivers a hopeful and inspiring
solution that stands in opposition to traditional
apocalyptic stories. Protopian Realism defines
social justice together with sustainability and
community values, which lead readers to develop
their hopeful expectations about our future world.

2. The "Slow Violence" of the Present

Rob Nixon's concept of "slow violence"
helps current research to demonstrate how their
environmental  crisis  unfolds  through its
unremarkable developments. The stories
demonstrate how environmental degradation creates
hidden effects which require permanent solutions
and fundamental institutional changes to address.
The authors reveal these unseen problems to compel
readers to face the continuous environmental
disaster which threatens our planet while they call
for sustainable solutions that target the fundamental
environmental damage. The stories lead readers to
understand how social justice and environmental
sustainability relate to each other which creates a
path toward a future that benefits all people through
its equitable distribution of resources.

e Urban Heat Islands: The stories
demonstrate how different social classes
experience cooling and shade in their
various ways. The research demonstrates
that disadvantaged communities in the
study area experience higher heat-related
health risks because they lack access to
essential resources and public green areas.
The authors demonstrate environmental
injustice through their work by showing
people about hidden environmental
problems which they need to solve
immediately because climate change
causes them to develop slowly. The stories
demonstrate that urban heat islands create
both environmental problems and social
justice challenges which need to be solved.
The intersectionality —between these
problems needs to be understood because it
will help us develop solutions that include
all communities and create sustainable
outcomes.

e Biodiversity Loss: The "quiet"
disappearance of pollinators and the
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resulting collapse of food systems, treated
with the gravity of a psychological thriller.
The story demonstrates how ecosystems
connect with each other and how their
equilibrium gets broken through the
extinction of essential species. The decline
of  biodiversity produces severe
consequences which demand immediate
protection of our food systems and
conservation work for our health and
survival. People who study nature need to
recognize all natural connections between
species because it helps them understand
how biodiversity loss affects ecosystems
and why every species needs protection.
The complete protection method for
conservation requires  implementation
because it protects Earth and maintains
ecosystem health across all territories.

4. Decolonizing the Anthropocene: The Global
South

The current climate research literature
shows its most important trend through the
introduction of Global South voices which
experience the Anthropocene as an ongoing process
that started with colonial extraction. The current
perspective about the Anthropocene shows a new
path because it moves away from its Western-
centered historical framework which has always
depicted Western experiences and views as its core
elements. The interconnected relationship between
colonialism and climate change and environmental
degradation will become clearer through our focus
on Global South voices.

1. South Asian Ecocriticism

The classical literatures of Bengladesh, Pakistan,
India - wending their way across indigenous
wisdom and modern ecological science of climate
would reestablish the narrative anew.

e Case Study: The Sunderbans. The works
of Shubhangi Swarup and other authors
demonstrate how sea-level rise affects
communities which live in "littoral" areas.
The stories show how Western "green"
policies which focus on conservation lead
to the displacement of indigenous peoples.

e Panchavati and Sacred Groves:
Botanical realism has made a comeback
since 2018 because this literary movement
presents Indian ecological traditions
through their historical practices which
include Panchavati and Sarpakavu as
effective solutions for urban resilience.

2. Post-Colonial Ecologies

The term "Anthropocene" has received
criticism because it functions as an "universalizing"
expression which obscures the different levels of
responsibility that people hold. The new
"Capitalocene" stories show how carbon emissions
trace their origins to the historical development of
slavery and imperialism. Through its function as a
counter-archive literature brings to light the
"unrecorded" climate refugees who experience
psychological trauma from their lost natural
environments. The literature challenges existing
environmental degradation stories by promoting
better ways to study how people interact with
nature. The approach centers on underrepresented
groups and their historical narratives which leads to
the decolonization of ecological thought and
environmental practices.

5. Technical and Linguistic Subversions

The crisis of climate change functions as a
dual crisis because it requires both scientific and
linguistic solutions to address it. How do we
describe a storm that has no historical precedent?
The challenge requires us to establish new limits for
both technical and linguistic standards. We must
find new ways to convey the magnitude and impact
of these unprecedented events in order to effectively
communicate the urgency of addressing climate
change. The project requires two main components
which include creating new scientific models and
data visualization methods as well as developing
fresh metaphors and narratives that will engage
different types of audiences. The public will better
understand the climate crisis through our use of
nontraditional technical and linguistic standards
which help us demonstrate its intricate details.

1. The "Stretching" of English

Climate writers use English language "stretching"
methods to create new ecological expressions which
they believe indigenous languages explain better
than existing English terms. The subversion of this
language system violates standard English rules
because it requires new words to describe climate
change complex elements. The study demonstrates
how indigenous knowledge systems should be
included in environmental dialogues. Climate
writers use indigenous languages because they help
tell environmental stories while showing different
cultural perspectives. The linguistic subversion
brings new depth to the discussion while
demonstrating how language and culture and
environment connect with one another.
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2. Multispecies Narratology

Experimental fiction in 2026 is increasingly
adopting non-human perspectives. From "mycelial
networks" to "melting glaciers" and "metal-oxide
nanoparticles” we observe narratives that use these
elements as their storytelling basis. The "post-
humanist" movement strives to eliminate the
human-centered  perspective ~ which  defines
traditional novel structure. The authors use non-
human entities as storytelling elements to make
readers rethink their bonds with nature while they
learn to see all living things as active participants.
The shift to multispecies narratology demonstrates
how people have become more aware of their
shared relationships and dependencies during
ecological emergencies. The text teaches readers to
develop empathy toward all living beings which
leads to understanding and appreciation of nature's
complex systems. The authors use these narratives
to create new possibilities for engaging readers with
environmental themes in literary works.

IV.  Conclusion

The current practice of literature no longer
exists as a "magic wand" which can remove carbon
from the atmosphere but this research demonstrates
that literature functions as a "hammer" which alters
human mental processes. The period between 2024
and 2026 will show how ecocriticism develops into
a more sophisticated scientific method which
examines environmental issues through multiple
dimensions. The current research shows that
environmental problems need environmental
scientists and literary experts to study their complex
nature while their interconnectedness shows
environmental problems which need to be studied
through different literary methods. Our present
environmental understanding derives from literature
which helps us comprehend both our surroundings
and our individual roles in nature. Through their
research on how literature connects with culture and
the environment scholars will uncover the intricate
details that define ecological problems. The
development of ecocriticism shows how society has
transitioned from a restricted environmental
protection method to an environmentally
responsible system which includes all aspects of
nature. The environmental problems we face today
need solutions which ecocriticism presents through
its interdisciplinary approach to literature. The
environmental behavior of people gets shaped
through storytelling which lets researchers develop
sustainable solutions for future generations.

The literature of the 2030s will serve its
primary function to build moral imagination which
enables people to imagine completely different
worlds from their current existence. The "slow-
motion revolution”" of the written word remains our
most sophisticated tool for changing not just how
we think but how we act in a warming world.
Through its ability to challenge our viewpoints and
develop empathy for others literature motivates
people to take action which generates effective
results for environmental conservation. Through its
storytelling power and its capacity to -create
thought-provoking narratives literature enables
readers to develop environmental stewardship
responsibility which they must fulfill to protect the
earth for future generations. Through its various
voices and stories literature creates spaces for
dialogue which leads people to adopt sustainable
environmental practices as a group. People can use
storytelling to create effective climate change
solutions which will have enduring effects.
Literature demonstrates how all living creatures and
their ecosystems exist in a state of unity which
motivates people to protect our planet for future
generations. Through empathy and understanding
storytelling has the potential to unite communities
in the fight against environmental degradation and
promote a shared vision of a sustainable future.

Reference
[1]. Achebe, Chinua. Hopes and Impediments:
Selected Essays. Doubleday, 1989.
[2]. Adamson, Joni, and Maya L. Biermann. The
Environmental Humanities: Voices from the
Anthropocene. Routledge, 2024.

[3]. Alaimo, Stacy. Bodily;X Sustenance:

Science, Ethics, and the Politics of Nature.
Indiana University Press, 2025.

[4]. Clark, Timothy. The Value of Ecocriticism.
Cambridge University Press, 2019.

[5]. Ghosh, Amitav. The Great Derangement:
Climate Change and the Unthinkable.
University of Chicago Press, 2016.

[6]. Heise, Ursula K. Imagining Extinction: The
Cultural Meanings of Endangered Species.
University of Chicago Press, 2016.

[7]. Latour, Bruno. Facing Gaia: Eight Lectures
on the New Climatic Regime. Translated by
Catherine Porter and Sam Libery, Polity,
2017.

[8]. Malm, Andreas. The Progress of This Storm:
Nature and Society in a Warming World.
Verso, 2018.

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal

Page 592



International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM)

t " www.ijhssm.org

Volume 5, Issue 6, Nov.-Dec., 2025, pp: 588-593

ISSN: 3048-6874

[9].

[10].

[11].

[12].

[13].

[14].

[15].

Morrison, Toni. Beloved. Alfred A. Knopf,
1987.

Morton, Timothy. Hyperobjects: Philosophy
and Ecology after the End of the World.
University of Minnesota Press, 2013.

Nixon, Rob. Slow Violence and the
Environmentalism of the Poor. Harvard
University Press, 2011.

Powers, Richard. The Overstory. W.W.
Norton & Company, 2018.
Schneider-Mayerson, Matthew, and Alexa
Weik von Mossner. Empirical Ecocriticism:
Environmental Narratives and the Cognitive
Science of Reading. University of Minnesota
Press, 2023.

Swarup, Shubhangi. Latitudes of Longing.
HarperCollins, 2018.

Trexler, Adam. Anthropocene Fictions: The
Novel in a Time of Climate Change.
University of Virginia Press, 2015.

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |

ISO 9001: 2008 Certified Journal

Page 593



