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Abstract  
Greek tragedy served as a major source of inspiration 

for the well-known American writer Arthur Miller, 

who modified its features to represent modern 

problems and the hardships of the average person. His 

writings, especially The Crucible, A View from the 

Bridge and Death of a  

Salesman, show how Greek tragedy’s themes and 

forms may be applied to contemporary stories. Since 

Arthur Miller takes inspiration from the eternal 

themes and potent narrative skills of ancient Greek 

drama, the influence of Greek tragedy on his plays is 

evident. Miller’s plays still have an impact on 

audiences today because they examine the intricacies 

of human nature and the results of moral decisions. 

Miller challenges us to consider our own deeds and 

their effects on society by skillfully bringing these 

subjects into the contemporary era. His writings thus 

remind us of the timeless value of classical literature 

and the insights it may provide into the human 

condition.  

 

I. Introduction 
Greek tragedy is a type of theatre that has its 

roots in ancient Greece and is distinguished by its 

dismal and tragic subjects. Usually, it centers on a 

noble or heroic character’s demise as a result of a 

tragic defect in themselves or a confluence of external 

events and fate. With numerous themes, characters, 

and story structures borrowed and reworked in works 

from a variety of genres and eras, Greek tragedy has 

had a significant impact on Western literature. For 

instance, the themes of fate and retribution in Greek 

tragedies such as Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex serve as the 

basis for Shakespeare’s tragedy Hamlet. Similar to the 

demise of heroes in Greek plays, Hamlet, the tragic 

hero, is driven to his demise by his own uncertainty 

and the manipulation of those around him.  

Greek tragedy has affected not only Shakespeare but 

also other writers and playwrights.  

Toni Morrison’s Beloved and Arthur Miller’s Death of 

a Salesman both explore the idea of the tragic hero a 

character who has noble traits but ultimately suffers a 

terrible end because of a fatal fault. Greek tragedy has 

had a lasting influence on literature, as seen by the 

themes of fate, free will, and the conflict between 

personal agency and other forces that still strike a 

chord with readers and spectators. Greek tragedy’s 

themes have influenced innumerable literary works in 

a wide range of genres, spanning time and culture. The 

idea of the tragic hero has become a timeless 

archetype that continues to captivate audiences with 

its exploration of human nature and the complexities 

of moral dilemmas. Through these enduring themes, 

Greek tragedy has left an indelible mark on the literary 

world, proving its continued relevance and impact on 

storytelling.  

The idea of fate and the inevitable demise of 

tragic characters are central to Greek tragedy. A layer 

of tension and suspense is added to the story by this 

notion of predestined fate, which is frequently caused 

by hubris or a fatal defect in the protagonist. The 

spectator is left to consider if the tragic hero's demise 

was inevitable or if it could have been prevented by 

making different decisions and taking alternative acts. 

As authors continue to be influenced by the ageless 

principles of Greek tragedy, this examination of free 

will versus fate remains a major issue in contemporary 

literature. Oedipus’ terrible destiny is predetermined 

from birth in Sophocles’ play Oedipus Rex because, in 

spite of his greatest attempts to escape it, he 

unwittingly carries out a prophecy that states he will 

kill his father and wed his mother. His unrelenting 

search for the truth finally brings him to ruin, 

underscoring the damaging effects of unbridled pride 

and the impossibility of escaping one’s fate. This 

timeless illustration of the conflict between fate and 

free will serves as a warning to readers about the perils 

of conceit and the value of accepting one’s limitations. 

Audiences are still enthralled by Oedipus’ sad tale, 

which makes them consider their own lives and 

decisions. The fact that Oedipus Rex is still relevant 

today shows how Greek tragedy has the ability to 

influence readers of all ages to reflect and think 

critically.  

The everlasting themes of Greek tragedy 

served as inspiration for American playwright Arthur 

Miller, who is renowned for his works that examine 

the intricacies of the human experience. Miller’s plays 

frequently explore the effects of pride and the battle to 

control one's own destiny, much like the Oedipus 

myth. In pieces like Death of a Salesman and The 

Crucible, Miller pushes viewers to examine their own 

convictions and the results of their deeds. His status as 



 

    

International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM) 

Volume 5, Issue 3, May-June, 2025, pp: 407-410                           ISSN: 3048-6874 

www.ijhssm.org 

 

 

 

| Impact Factor value 7.52 |                                   ISO 9001: 2008 Certified ‘Journal                               Page 408 

one of the most significant playwrights of the 20th 

century has been cemented by his ability to develop 

characters that emotionally connect with viewers.   

  Since Miller’s works are still studied and 

performed all over the world, his influence on the 

theatre industry will always be remembered. Miller 

has a truly unmatched talent for bringing the human 

experience to the stage. His characters frequently 

struggle with universal themes of betrayal, remorse, 

and the pursuit of the American Dream; they are also 

multifaceted and flawed. Willy Loman, the 

protagonist of Death of a Salesman, personifies the 

hardships of the working class and the disappointment 

with the American Dream. In The Crucible, Miller 

examines the perils of collective hysteria and the 

results of unquestioning faith.   

Miller’s works are timeless and pertinent to 

audiences of all ages because of his compelling 

storytelling and thought-provoking subjects, which 

encourage viewers to consider their own values and 

beliefs. In Death of a Salesman, Willy Loman’s 

unrelenting quest for approval and success mirrors the 

despair and deception that many people pursuing the 

American Dream go through. John Proctor, a 

character in The Crucible, struggles with betrayal and 

remorse while navigating the Salem witch trials’ 

hysteria, illustrating the damaging influence of 

ignorance and fear in society. Because of Miller’s 

characters’ multifaceted and intricate character 

development, viewers are able to identify with their 

shortcomings and hardships. Miller challenges 

audiences to face their own moral quandaries and 

societal injustices through his compelling topics and 

skillful narrative. Because they address ageless 

themes like the search of pleasure, the effects of greed, 

and the perils of mindless conformity, his works are 

still relevant to audiences today. Miller is firmly 

established as one of the greatest playwrights of all 

time because of his ability to encapsulate the essence 

of the human experience and spark provocative 

conversations.  

Miller’s 1949 article Tragedy and the 

Common Man makes the case that tragedy need not 

just involve heroic figures but also regular people in 

exceptional situations. According to him, the human 

experience in particular, the fear of being uprooted 

and the fight for dignity is what tragedy is all about. 

Miller moved this emphasis to societal factors like 

capitalism and McCarthyism, even though this 

viewpoint is consistent with the Greek past, when 

tragic heroes frequently struggled with fate and 

heavenly powers.  

Miller’s use of tragic protagonists, dramatic 

irony, and themes of fate and free will all demonstrate 

how Greek tragedy influenced his plays. Inspired by 

classics such as Euripides’ Medea and Sophocles’ 

Oedipus Rex, Miller adds a sense of catharsis and 

inevitable fate to his plays. His investigation of hubris, 

the demise of flawed characters, and the analysis of 

the human condition all bear the impact of Greek 

tragedy. By fusing these components with his own 

distinct storytelling approach, Miller crafts 

compelling and provocative stories that enthrall 

viewers everywhere.  

 

Greek Tragedy Shades in Miller’s Writings  

Tragic Hero  

The tragic hero archetype is embodied by 

Miller’s heroes, such as Willy Loman in Death of a 

Salesman. Loman’s conceit about his triumph and 

eventual failure are reminiscent of Greek characters 

like Oedipus.  

Structure and Catharsis  

Greek tragedies and Miller’s plays both 

frequently start with the disclosure of previous deeds 

that culminate in a climax and disaster. For example, 

All My Sons uses a retrospective technique akin to 

Greek tragedies, in which audience members 

experience emotional catharsis when concealed truths 

are revealed.  

Role of Fate vs Society  

Characters in classical Greek tragedy 

frequently struggle against fate or divine will. Miller, 

on the other hand, emphasizes how outside factors 

influence his characters' destinies by pitting them 

against social forces23. Miller's conviction that 

contemporary people have particular difficulties that 

call for a reinterpretation of tragic themes is reflected 

in this change.  

Chorus and Narration  

Miller modified this idea by employing an 

implied narrator in plays such as The Crucible, 

whereas Greek tragedies had a chorus that offered 

commentary on the event. This narrator leads the 

listener through the morally complex parts of the story 

by offering background information and criticism.  

Greek tragedy had an influence on Miller’s 

plays, as seen by his use of tragic protagonists, 

dramatic irony, and themes of fate and free will. Miller 

infuses his plays with a sense of catharsis and 

unavoidable fate, drawing inspiration from classics 

like Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex and Euripide’ Medea. 

Greek tragedy is evident in his examination of hubris, 

the fall of faulty characters, and the examination of the 

human condition. By combining these elements with 

his own unique storytelling style, Miller creates 

gripping and thought-provoking tales that captivate 

audiences everywhere.  

Miller’s use of Greek tragedy components in 

his writings offers a commentary on the universal 
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themes of human existence. Miller’s protagonists 

frequently struggle with issues of fate, morality, and 

the repercussions of their own deeds, much like in 

classical Greek dramas. Miller is able to write stories 

that appeal to audiences of all ages and cultures by 

utilizing these timeless components. Miller’s 

examination of the idea of hubris, or inordinate pride, 

which frequently results in the demise of his 

characters, is evidence of Greek tragedy components 

in his works.   

His drama The Crucible, in which the 

protagonist, John Proctor, battles his own pride and its 

effects in the face of the Salem witch trials, revolves 

around this issue. Similar to Greek tragedies, Miller’s 

use of dramatic irony, in which the audience is more 

knowledgeable than the protagonists, also heightens 

the emotional effect of the story and builds tension. 

All things considered, Miller’s use of these 

components not only honors the long history of Greek 

drama but also gives his own plays additional depth 

and nuance.  

Miller frequently examines the concept of 

emotional release and purification via the experiences 

of his characters, making catharsis a major motif in his 

plays. In Death of a  

Salesman, Willy Loman’s sad demise provides a 

cathartic moment for both the character and the 

spectator, enabling a sense of closure and resolution. 

Similar to this, Eddie Carbone, the main character in 

A View from the Bridge, experiences a cathartic and 

devastating catharsis as a result of his final sacrifice. 

Miller’s examination of catharsis gives his pieces 

more nuance and emotional impact, which helps 

viewers remember them long after the last curtain has 

fallen.  

The audience is able to observe Eddie’s 

activities and their effects on others around him, as 

demonstrated in A View from the Bridge. As Eddie’s 

terrible fate plays out in front of us, the tension and 

conflict that have been building throughout the play 

come to a head in a powerful moment of catharsis. The 

audience can feel a variety of emotions because to 

Miller’s deft use of catharsis, including empathy, 

grief, relief, and understanding. Because of this 

emotional journey, Miller’s plays are enduring and 

universally relatable, inspiring contemplation and 

meditation long after the play has concluded.  

Miller’s plays and Greek tragedy share 

similarities in their structure, which is evident in the 

way he makes his characters’ demise seem inevitable. 

Despite his greatest efforts, Eddie's fatal fault finally 

brings about his own downfall, just like in traditional 

Greek tragedies. Readers are warned about the 

devastating power of unbridled emotions and the 

significance of confronting our inner demons by the 

slow disintegration of his relationships and the 

growing repercussions of his conduct. Audiences of 

many backgrounds find resonance in Miller’s 

examination of issues like loyalty, treachery, and the 

complexity of human nature, underscoring the work’s 

enduring significance.   

Miller’s characters’ downfall is comparable 

to the classical literature’s tragic heroes’ demise, 

which represents the common problems and 

imperfections that all people have. Eddie’s eventual 

death serves as a lesson in the dangers of letting pride 

and jealousy impair our judgment and steer us in the 

wrong direction.  Eddie struggle with his inner turmoil 

and eventually face the repercussions of his actions, 

Miller’s skillful narrative serves as a reminder of the 

value of selfawareness and the potential for 

atonement.   

Greek tragedy has an influence on the 

characters in Miller’s plays, as they frequently deal 

with comparable moral quandaries and personal 

shortcomings. Eddie’s demise serves as a warning 

about the perils of unbridled pride and the 

repercussions of avoiding facing one’s own 

inadequacies. One is compelled to face one’s own 

weaknesses and the ways in which our actions might 

affect others around us as we learn more about the 

nuances of his personality and the network of 

relationships that surround him. Miller delivers a 

compelling story that appeals to audiences of all ages 

by deftly fusing timeless ideas from ancient Greek 

literature with contemporary drama.   

Eddie’s terrible destiny serves as a reminder 

of the value of self-awareness, humility, and the 

never-ending pursuit of personal development. 

Miller’s tragic heroes’ predicament serves as a 

warning to all of us, imploring us to be watchful in 

identifying our own shortcomings and accepting 

accountability for our deeds. Eddie Carbone’s pride 

and stubbornness, which ultimately lead to his demise, 

represent the universal conflict between our principles 

and impulses. In the end, Miller’s tragic heroes’ 

suffering mirrors our own lives and inspires us to work 

toward self-awareness and personal development to 

prevent a similar outcome. Greek tragedy had a 

significant and varied impact on Arthur Miller. Miller 

not only respects the history of ancient playwrights 

but also broadens the idea of tragedy by modifying 

classical elements to speak to contemporary 

socioeconomic challenges. His writings still have an 

impact on audiences today because they show that 

although circumstances can change, the basic 

problems faced by people never go away.  
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